Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 



A i-nt-t. . 



\, 






■i 



if 



1 




^ -• 



Vv 



-> -->' 









f SVV^^ 



^ M K «■ ^ 



Y' 



;i 



h 



\ 



\i 



I — 



•:-:v\'A"^'-'?i..vrsyVft 



^■ 



I 



* • 



/ 



• 



•. > 



' • / 



*t. 



THE ¥?;ft ^'"'2£ 

pfjBUC LlBllAAt 



1 



t • 



ASW)B. LBNOX AND 






K 



'■ -■" -. . 



V ■ 




r 



THE 

WORK S' 

ri^K Of Monsieur 

mES'^EFREMOND, 

Made Englijb from the Bettth Otlgiaal. 




LONDON, 

Printed for J. ChttrchiS \a PjUr-mfirr-Revt^ J. Vdrij 
ja SATihtlemrw-Ciofey J- Round io Exchange- /iSry^ 
E. CurU aod R. Gejliit^ agJiuft Si, Dupfi^nU Chorch 
ia Fitttjlreet, and T. Bahr iu tudgnrt-Jlrttt, 










150599B 



I if 



*. ■•*. 



• • # 



i ^ 



■y^wr*""^ 



7 



Mifcellancous Works 

Of MONSIEUR De 

St EVREMOND. 



VOL. II. 



A LETTER 

Jo Com d'OLONNE. 



As foon as I heard of your Difgrace, * I 
did my felf the Honour to write to you, 
to amire you how much I was con* 
cem'd at it : and the Bufmefs of this 
Letter is to let you know. That we ought at 
leaft ro avoid that troublefome Companion^ Ade^ 
tanciolj^ ac a time when it is not in your Power 
to relifh Joy, 

Vol- IL A If 



■*rf**i 



* Count d' Olonhe, iJfr. deVrneUil, ^c Abb6cl*Fffiat,rt>ii 
two or three others^ having talked fretty frttly of the JGng^ 
were hanhjbithe Court in 1674. Count d'Olonne was fiTfl t(^ti* 
fm' din the City of OtlesLhs ; hut be hgd, after w at ds^^ U«vt U 

nrin tQ hii Stat cf Moatadtdj near ViUcis-GoXtna* 
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I f there be any polite Gentlemen where yoii 
are, their Gonverfaaon may make fome amends 
for that which you have loft. But if you find 
none there. Books and good Cheer may help to 
fupply that Defcd, and afford you tto ordinary 
Confolation. 

I talk to you like a Matter, who is able to 
give Leffons ; not that I prefume upon the Supe- 
riority of Undcrftanding : but I fancy I have 
fome Right to affume an Authority over Perfons 
that are Novices in Difgrace, by the long Expe- 
rience I have had of Misfortunes , and unlucky 
Accidents. 

Amongft the Books you are to chufe for your 
Entertainment in the Country, apply your felf 
principally to thofe that ftrike in with your Hu- 
mour, rather than thofe that pretend to fortifie 
your Mind by Arguments and Reafonings, The 
latter engage and combat the Evil, which is al- 
ways done at the Expence of thePerfon, in whom 
this Conflift happens ; the firft make it to be for- 
gotten, and it is no hard matter to make Joy 
lucceed to obliterated Grief. 

Syftems of Morality are only proper to form 
methodically a good Confcience ,- and I have 
feen feveral grave and compofed Men come out 
of its School , whofe awkward Prudence made 
'em Ridiculous. 

Men of true Humour and good Breeding need 
none of thefe Ledures ; for as they know what's 
good purely bv the exadnefs of their Tafte, fo 
they are difpoied to it by their own motion. Not 
but that there are certain Occafions , where its 
Affiftance is not to be rcjefted ; but where we 
want its Aid , we ihall be glad to have none of 
thefe Occafions. 

If you were reduc'd to the Neceffity of hav- 
'^S your Veins open'd^ and* Bleeding to Death, I 

would 






Monfieur ie St:* Evrenion.i. 

^•cu!d allow ycu to rea-i S^-ni:-. , jnu :o .r-cre 
him ; Tho I wcu i rucl'SL^- cr^j *-* crv: i.^" fj.-.-cc 
of ?. rrvif/atf, chan a.i i-^'sTcrc: .::c'i Ci* '.i . *. 
which is ncc a::-i:n i wichoiic -^ jic Ut '-^c^ .-. 

If you wer^ of a Huniccr co vievcc-: \ . . ; ^?c 
for ycur Coancry , I would idvi'i ycu :o ^.^i 
nothing but the Lives Ci" ibxU Oid li:m:,n:\ v.r.o 
conned a Glcrioi.s Dcach tc»r the g-jod ot :heir 
Nation : B-t ccn'iden-';^; ycur pr-ilenc Ci;cu::i- 
ftance. I think vou lie under a'l Ol^'ii2;i:ioa to^ 

live fcr vour klf, ani to k-^end the ix,*' aiauir cf 

- * * 

your LiiS as a-^-SiiV'.y ni ycu .an. Now this 
being your Cafe, leave oi^al: Scuiy or \\"Slo\'\ 

which w^il p^"'^^~ "I'^'^rf'^ '>[•-•* f.> r'-» * ' •;» »♦»«•» v i>t 

your Trcuh'.es, ncr cj the regiinixig ot your 
Pleafures. You may feiX fj: ConSancy in <in^^ 

t JT/*^ VU t ' ' r*r* •*!<* •»•.>;» >^' ->•:>-*» •» • -• X'A.' ■»*'"»•* S -■* Lvll 

make ycu Grav* ani Se:;o..>, i"i:/.e: f-^av^ >o.!?:e. 
M-jnulgne wiil rrir.:^ vccias-\;u.vin::r/ Aic^. ILvtMne 
Nature better than any c:hir; bu: :;;;'.'». 'ci^ U.> 
mane Nature wl:h all its \Veakr.e:li> • A Know- 
ledge ufeful indr:J, in ProtVeriry co cca.h \U>- 
deration ; but fad ani aniijtii^.g i-i Adverle For- 

Let roc the L^nharpy chereuv?, Ua:n i o^^i 
Books to be iill^rbd a: oiir Miiif ies , b;-.: :o 
Laugh a: ourFo'/.ii's: For ^vl;ich Ixealon > ov. \\A\ 
prefer the reaiir.g of /:; .. % :\*:^.n 14, M\i '^ ►* 
^Ixcty before chat of x».-.:. r.>:v*.i*, arvd M.^.-^ 
ta'tgne. I re:o:r.nit::vi to no*.: i^.n .;^\\\ : ,\bs»s^ 
all; let your Artv*rVion be sviac 'c wili, c'\* P;-!!- 
cacy of his Ridicule w-!l iiiicniibly iv..;'\-j \pii 
relim Mirth. 

You*ll tell m5,perhai\-.chat I was not 01 u> i^ay 
a Humour in my own Nli<t'orriMie>» a:. I apycMi* cv> 
be in youn j. and that it i> ill Brecvlir.i; in a Man 
Co bcftoUf all hi: Co'AZcm vpon l-i* owu \Vv>(n>k- 
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tunes, and be indifferent to, nay, and even mer- 
ry with the Calamities of his Friends. 1 Oiould 
agree wiHi you in that, if I behaved my feif fo : 
But I can honefUy. affirm to you, that I am little' 
fefs concerned at your Exile than your felf j anil 
the little Mirih which I advife you to, is in order 
to have a ihavt of it my felf, when I fhall find 
you capable of receiving ir. 

As for what rclaie* to my own Misfortunes, if 
1 have formerly appear 'd to you more afflided un- 
der them, than I (cem to be ai prefent, it is noc 
becaufe L was fo indeed. I was of Opinion that 
Pifgraces exai^tcd from us, the Decorum of a Me- 
lancholy Air ; and that this apparent Mortificati- 
on was a Refpeft due to the Will of our Superi- 
ours, who fcldom bethink themrelvesof Puni/h- 
ing us, without a Dcfign to afBiA us. But then 
yon are to know, that under a fad Out-(ide and 
moritlled Countenance, I gave my Telf all theSa- 
tisfaSion I could find in my felfj and all the 
PIcafure I could take in the Convcrfation of my 
Friends. 

After having found the Vanity of that grave 
Temper wc learn from Morality, 1 fhould grow 
ridiculous my felf, if I continued fo ferioui a 
Difcourfe; which makes me proceed to gire yoit 
fome Advice that (hail be left uoublefome , than 
Inftniftions. 

Adapt, as much as poffibly you can, your Pal- 
ate and Appetite to your Health j 'Tis a greatSe- 
crcc to be able to reconcile the Ajtroeable and 
Ncccflary in Two Things, which have been ai- 
moft always oppofire. Vet after all, to arrive at 
this great Myflerj-, we want nothing but Sobrie- 
ty and Nicenefs; and wliat ought ru>t a Man to 
do. that he may learn to chufe thofe deticioui 
Difhei at his Meats, which will keep both bis 
Aijnd and Body in a good Dirpofltioa all the ro- 
nutndcr 
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mainder of the Day ? A Man may be ..>ober with*: 
out being Nice, but he can never b' Nice with- 
out being Sober. Happy is the Pei lbi> :nat enjoys 
both chefe Qualities together ! For thus his Plea- 
fure is even infeparable from his Diet, 

Sparc no coft to get Champ.igne Wines, tho* you 
were 200 Leagues from Paris. Thofe of BHrgun-- 
iy have loft all their Credit with the Men of good 
Tafte, and fcarce do they preferve a fmall Re- 
mainder of their old Reputation with the Citi- 
zens. There is no Province that affords oxcellenc ' 
Wines for all Seafons, but Cbawpagm. h furnifh- 

CS us with the Fin d" jiy ; J* Avtne:^ and D' /iuvile 
till the Spring; Tejfjy Sillery, and Verfenat^ for the 
reft of the Year. 

If you ask me which of all thefe Wines I pre- 
fer, without being fway'd by the Fafhion of Ta- 
I fes^ which falfe Pretenders to Delicacy have in- 
troduc'd -• I will tell you that the Vin £ Aj is the 
moft Natural of all Wines^ the mod wholfome, 
the moft free from all fmell of theSoil^ and of t^^e 
moft exquifie Agree ablenefs , in regard of its 
Peach^Tafte which is peculiar to it, and is in O- 
pinion, the chief of all Tafts and Flavours. 

Im X. Charlts V. Frances I. and Umrj VIII. 

had each of them their Houfes in or near Aj^ in 
order to the more curious getting their Quantities 
of Wines. Amongft the greateft Affairs of the. 
World, in which thofe Princes were more or lefs 
concem'd, it was not the ieaft of their Cares to 
have the Vin £ Ay in their Cellars. 

Be not too defirous of Rarities, but be nice in 
I your Choice of what may be had with conyeni- 
' encc. A good wholfome, natural Soop, which is 
neither too weak nor too ftrong, is to be prefer- 
red for common Diet before all others, as well 
for the Exadnefs of its Tafte, as for the Advan- 
ittnof itsUfe, 

Vol. II. A ; Tcivdw 
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Tender juicy Mutton , good Sucking Vcaljl 
White and Curious Barn-door Fowls^ well fed, 
but not cramm*d •, Tac Quail taken in the Coun- 
try j Fhecifant , Partridge, and Rabbet, all 
which have an agreeable natural Savour in their 
Tafte, are the true Meats which may help' to 
furnifti your Table all the Seafons of the Yean 
The Wood-Hen is particularly to be efteem'd 
for Excellency , but is not to be fought after 
where you or 1 are, by reafon of its great Ra- 
'rity. 

If an indifpenfible Neceffity obliges you to 
dine with fome of your Neighbours, whom ei- 
ther their Money or their Dexterity hath excufed 
from ferving in the Rear-Ban^ commend the Hare, 
the Stag, the Roe-Buck, the Wild-Boar3 but- eat 
none of them: Let even Ducks, and Teal have 
your good Word too. Of all Brown Meats the 
Snipe alone is ro be commended , in Favour of 
its Tafte, tho' it is fomewhat prejudicial to 
Health. " 

' Look upon all Mixtures, and KitchinCompo- 
fitions, cjiird Rjgom y or Kick-fhaws, to belittle 
better than Poifon, If you eat but little of them, 
they will do you but little Hurt; if you eat a 
great deal, it's impoffible but their Pepper, Vin* 
nej^ai , and Onions muft ruin your Tafte at laft, 
and foon caufe an Alteration in your Health. 

Sauces, if you make them your felf as fimple 
and plain as is poffible, can do no harm at all. 
Salt and Orange are the moft general, and moft 
natural Seafoning. Fine Herbs arc wholfomer, 
and have fomerhihg in them more exquifite than 
Spices ; but they are not equally proper for eve- 
ry thing. One muft ufe them with Judgment in 
Meats where they are moft agreeable j and di- 
ilribute them with fo much Difcretion, chat they 

may 
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may improve the proper Tafte of the Meat , 
without making their own difcem'd. 

Having thus difcourfed to you of the Quality 
of Wines, and the Properties of Meats, 'tis ne- 
ceflary to come to the moft proper Counfel for 
the adapting of the Palate to the Body. 

Let Nature incite you to eat and drink by a 
fecrec Difpofition , which is lightly perceiv'd^ 
and doth not prefs you to it through Neceflity, 
Without Appetite, the moft wholfome Food is 
capable of Hurting, and the mod agreeable of 
Difgufting us. With Hunger , the necefCty of 
Eating is a fort of Evil which caufes another af- 
ter the Meal is over, by making us eat more than 
we ihould« The Appetite ("vulgarly call'd a good 
Stomach) prepares, if I may fo fpeak, an Exercife 
for our Heat in the Digeftion : Whereas Greedi-* 
nefs prepares Labour and Pain for it. The way 
to keep us always in a good Temper, is to fufiec 
neither too much Emptinefs , nor too much Re- 
pletion ; that fo Nature may never be tempted to 
fill it felf greedily with what it wants , nor im- 
patient to difcharge its Load. 

This is all that my Experience has been able 
to furniih me with, in relaltion to Reading and 
good Cheer ; before I conclude, I will add a 
word or two concerning Love. 

If you have a Miftrefs at Paris , forget her as 
foon as ever you can ,* for (he will not fail to 
change, and it is good to be beforehand with the 
Unfaithful. A Perfon amiable at Court aims at 
being Belov'd there, and where flie is Loved, (he 
Loves at laft. The Ladies that preferve a Paffion 
for abfent Perfons , raife but little in thofe that 
fee them; and the Continuation of their Love to 
the Abfent, is lefs an Honour to their Conftan- 
cy, than a Scandal to their Beauty. Thus, Sir, 
Whether your Miftrefs Loves another, or whether 
Vol. IL A 4 1^ 
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Ihe Loves you ftill^ good Senfe ought to make 
you leavcj her either as Deceitful or as Contem- 
ned. Neverthelefs , in cafe you forefee an end 
of yourCifgrace, you ought not to put an end 
to your Love j a Ihort Abfence excites Pafltons^ 
whereas a long one cxtinguiflies them. 
* What way loever your Mind turns^ give not a 
new weight to it by too much Serioufnefs. Dif- 
grace is but too heavy of it felf. Pradice in 
your Exile^ what Petronim did at his Death. A- 
move res ferias , qui bus gravitoiy d^ conftantia gloria 
peti folet. Tthi ut iUi , Levia Carmina , & fdciles 
verfus. 

There arc fome, whofe Misfortunes have ren- 
dered them Devout by a certain Compaflion ^ a 
fecret Pity^ which a Man is apt to entertain for 
himfelf^ proper enough to difpofcMen to a more 
Religious Life. My Difgra^es never gave me 
this fort of CompaiTion. Nor has Nature made 
Hie fenfible enough of my own Misfortunes.^ The 
Lofs of my Friends might be able to excite in me 
thofe tender Sorrows , and nice Afflidions , out 
of which Devotion is form'd, in Procefs of Time. 
I would not advife any one to refift that De- 
votion, which fprings from Compaflion, nor that 
which gives us an AUurance. Tlie one agreeably 
a (To As the Soul ; the other fettles the Mind in a 
fwcct Repofc i but all Men, and particularly the 
Unfortunate , ought to defend themfelves with 
Care from a Superftitious Devotion, which would 
mix its black melancholy Vapours with thofe of 
Difgrace. 
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A PROBLEM 

In Imitation of the S PA NIARDS; 

T O 

Madam 4e ^U E ROU ALLE, (fince 
Dutchefs of Portfmouth. ) 

I Know not which of the two is more injurious 
to the Happinefs of the Fair -Sex; Either ta 

abandon tbemftlves whoUji to their Inclinations, or firiil* 
ly tofoUoTi; the Diifatet of Virtue^ and whether the In* 
dodging their PaJJions be attended with more Misfortunes y 
then they are depj iv*d of Pleafures , bj the Confiraint 
they lay on themjehes. . I have met with Amorous 
Ladies Lamenting themfelves for the Contempt 
they were fallen into : I have feen Prudes groan- 
iog under the Severities of Virtue; and who en- 
deavour'd by Sighs to eafe their fwelling Heart of 
the fecret Torment they endur'd^ by not daring 
to indulge their Paffion : In (hort^ as I have feen 
the one regret the Reputation they had loft , fo 
have I feen others wifh for the Pleafures they durft 
noc enjoy. Happy is the Woman^ who knows 
how CO behave henelf difcreetly^ without curb- 
iog her Inclinations ! For as it is a Difgrace for 
ooe of her Sex to abandon herfelf to Love^ with- 
out any Regard to her Fame ; 'tis on the other 
iide^ a great Mortification to pafs her Life with- 
out an Amour. 
'^ To avoid this laft Misfortune, you will do well 
ij to follow an Advice, which I defign to rive you 

i without any By-£nd. Do not too leverely re- 
left Temptations , which in this Country offer 
theiufclvcs 
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themfelres with more Modefty^ than is required^ 
even in a Virgin to hearken to them. Youmay^ 
perhaps^ be fb Tain^ as to be pleas'd with no one 
but your felf : But you'll be foon tired with being 
pleas'd and lov'd by no Body elfe ; and what- 
ever Complacency Self-love may afford, you will 
ftand in need of another's Love , for your real 
Satisfadion and Entertainment. Yield there- 
fore to the Sweets of Temptations , inftead of 
Confultin'g your Piide. The latter would foon 
perfwade you to return to France, and France, as 
'tis the Fate of many others, would throw you into 
a Nunnery : But tho' your own free choice (hould 
lead you to that Melancholy Place of Retire- 
ment, you ought , however, to have made your 
felf Worthy of entering it before hand. What 
Figure will you make there , if you want the 
Charader of a Penitent i Trye Repentance con- 
fids in Afflidion and Morti^cation on the Re- 
membrance of ones Faults: But what can a 
harmlefs innocent Maiden repent of ? You will 
appear ridiculous to the other Nuns , who have 
juft reafon to repent , for Repenting only out of 
meer Grimace. 

Another Inconvenicncy which you will not 
fail to meet with, is that inftead of carrying to 
the Convent a Difguft for Love, the very Con« 
vent will fugged to you the Thoughts of it. That 
Holy Place turns Love into Devotion, when one 
has had no Experience of this Padion. In fuch 
a Cafe all the Fervency of your Zeal being con- 
verted into Love, you will in vain figh for its 
Pleafures; and in the difficulty of enjoying them^ 
you will, for your own Torment, perpetually 
rcprefent to your felf, how cafie it was for you to 
com^ at them in the World. Thus you will ei« 
cher be confumed with Regrets, or devoured by 
Wiflies, according as your xMind turns either to 

the 
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the Remembrance of what you might have 
done^ or to the Thought of what you can do no 
more. 

But what you'll find moft ftrange in a Nunne- 
ry is^ that your Reafon will contribute as much 
as your Paflfion , to make you Unhappy, The 
more Knowledge you have ^ the more you will 
fufFer by the Imbecillity and Ignorance of an old 
Abbcfs J and the Light of your Undcrftanding 
will only ferve to e^^cite Murmurings in your 
Heart. Under a Mortify'd Countenance you 
' will harbour Rebellious Thoughts ; and obeying 
0rders which you cannot either fincerely fubmit 
to, or openly oppofe ,• you will linger out un- 
comfortable Days in Repining at your Conditio 
on, with the Outward Grimace of a Sham-Pe* 
nitent. A Melancholy Life this , Dear Sifter , 
to be obliged, for Cuftom-fake, to mourn for a 
Sin one has not committed, at the very Time 
one begins to have a Defire to commit it / 

This is the miferable Condition of harmlefs 
Virgins , who carry their Innocence to a Nun- 
nery ! They are unhappy in it , for not having 
laid a good Foundation for their Repentance : A 
Foundation fo necefTary to Religious Houfes^ that 
out of meer Pity we fliall be oblig d to fend you 
to Epfom, Ttinhidge^ or the Bath, that you may, 
if poffible, have tome fmall Occafion for Repen- 
tance. 

Whether, as I wifh, you remain in the World, 
or as I fear, you retreat out of it, it is your In- 
tcreft to adjuft and agree Two Things, that feeni 
incompatible, but are not fo, I mean LOVE and 
DISCRETION. You may, perhaps, have been 
told. That 'tis better not to Love at all, than to 
Love with fuch a Conftraint ; But the Rule of 
this Difcretion has nothing auftere in it, fmce it 
only requires the loving but one Perfon, at one 

Time.. 
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Time. That Lady who loves manjr, ibxai 
Herfcif : And of this kind of Good, as of al 
tbera, the ufc is comn»endablc , and the Pro! 
on di (honourable. 



Of Ancient and Modern 

TR AGE Dl 

'"P'H E RE never were fo inany Ruhw to w 
X a good Iragtij by ; and yet fo few g 
ones are now made, thai the Players arc obi 
to revive and z& all the old ones. I remetr 
that the Ahbc iT Auhigiuc wrote one accordin 
(he Laws he had imperioufly * prefcrib'd for 
Stage. This Piece had no Succefs .- Notw 
flanding which he boafled in all Companies, I 
he was the only French Writer that had exai 
follow'd the Vttzziaxioi ARISTOTLE: Wfn 
upon the Prince of Conde faid Wittily, t im eb] 
tB Mr, d' Aubigntc/*r ha-vingfo tjuiflj' frlUiv'ti 
riftotlcV Ritltii but I zifiU t%evrr fergive ibe Ruk 
Ariftorle, f-r kavi*^ fut Mr. d" Aubignac u^n /^ 
tinf fo bad a Trtgedj. 

It muft be acknowledg'd that y<riy!ij(/A A I 
of POETRY is an excellent Piece nF Wo 
But however there's nothing fo pi 
be the flandingRule of all Naiii 
DtfcBTtit and Gajftndi have found • 
were unknowns 
Beauties for th| 
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norant : And as our Philofophers hare obletir'd 
Error* in his PHYSICKS, our Poeu have 
fpy'd out Faulu in his P O E T I C K S , at leaft 
with refpeA to Us ; confidering what great 
Change all Things have undergone (ince his 
Time. The Gods and Goddcffes amongft the 
Ancients, brought about every thing that was 
Great and Extraordinary upon the Theatre, ei- 
ther by their Hatred , or their Friendship ; by 
their Revenge, or by their Proteftion j and a- 
mong fo many Supernatural things, nothing ap- 
pear'd Fabulous to the People, who believed there 
pafs'd a familiar Correfpondence between Gods 
and Men.- Their Gods, generally fpeaking, 
aded by Human Paf&ons : Their Men under- 
took nothing without the Counfel of cheir Gods ; 
and executed nothing without their Affiftance. 
Thus in this mixture of the Divinity and Ho* 
nianity , there was nothing which was not Cre- 
dible. 

But all this Profufion of Miracles is downright 
Romance to us, at ttiis time of day. The Gods 
ate Wanting to Us , and We are Wanting to the 
I Gods ; and if, in Imiration of the Ancients, an 
I Author wou'd introduce his Angels and Saints 
I upon our Stage , the Bigots and Puritans would 
I be oiFended at it, and look on.him as a piophane 
IPerfon; and the Libertines wou'd certainly think 
Ihim weak. Our Preachers wou'd by no means 
IfufFcr a Confufion of the Pulpit and Theatre j or 
phat the People Should go and learn thofe Matters 
jfrora the Mouth of Comedians, with themfelves 
diver in their Churches, with fuch Authority to 
I whole People. 

diis , it wou'd give too great an 
'"■ Ubertines, who mij^ht ridicule 
«ry things which they sfs- 
h a feeming iubnu?ftOT\ -, 
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either out of Refpeft to the Place where thejf 
are delivered, or to the Charader of the Perfbr 
that utters them. 

But let us put the Cafe^ that our DoAors fhoulc 
freely leave all Holy Matters to the Liberty o 
the Stage : Let us likewife take it for granted 
that Men of the Icaft Devotion wou'd hear then 
with as great an Inclination to be edified^ a< 
Perfons of the profoundcft Refignation j yet cer 
tain it is y that the founded Dodrines^ the mof 
Chriftian Anions , and the moft Ufeful Truths^ 
wou*d produce a kind of Tragedy that wou^ 
pleafe us the leaft of any thing in the World. 

The Spirit of our Religion is diredly oppof 
to that of Tragedy. The Humility and Patier 
of our Saints carry too direft an oppofition . 
thofe Heroical Virtues , that are fo neceffary 
the Theatre, What Zeal , what Force is th 
which Heaven does not beftow upon Near 
and t PolieuStes ? And what is there wanting 
the part of thefe new Chriftians, to anfwer ! 
the end of thefe happy Gifts ? The Pafljon 
Gharms of a young lovely Bride , make no 
leaft impreffion upon the Mind of Polieuiies. 
Politick Confiderations of Falix, as they 1< 
fed us^ fo they make a lefs ImprefSon. Ir 
ble both of Prayers and Menaces , PolieuS 
a greater Defire to die for God^ than othe 
have to Live for themfelves. Neverthelef 
very Subjeft , which wou'd make one of 
neft Sermons in the World , wou'd have * 
wretched Tragedy, if the Converfation 
Una and Severus , heightened with other 
ments , and other Paflions , had not p: ! 
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c Reputation to the Author 3 which the Chri- 
Virtues of our Martyrs had made him 
lofe. 

The Theatre lofes all its Agreeablenefs when 
it pretends to reprefent Sacred Things; and Sa- 
cred Things lofe a great deal of the Religious O-^ 
pinion that is due to them^ by being reprefented 
upon the Theatre. 

To fay the Truth , the Hiftories of the Old 
Teftament are infinicely better fuiced to our 
Stage. Mofes^ Sampfon, and yojbtiah, wou'd meet 
with much better Succefs^ that Folieuihi and iVir- 
ercbMf : For the Wonders they wou d work there, 
wou'd be a fitter Subjed for the Theatre. But I 
am apt to believe, that the Priefts wou'd noc fail 
to exclaim againfl the Profanation of thefe Sa* 
cred Hiftories ; with which they fill their ordi- 
nary Converfations, their Books, and their Ser- 
mons j and to fpeak foberly upon the Point, the 
miraculous Pallage through the Red Sea ; the Sun 
ftopt in his Career by the Prayer oijo{huah ; and 
whole Armies defeated by Sampfcn with the Jaw- 
bone of an Al) i All thefe Miracles , I fay , 
wou'd not be credited in a Play, becaufe we be- 
lieve them in the Bible ; but we fhould be rather 
apt to quedion them in the Bible, becaule we 
ihould believe nothing of them in a Play. 

If what I have delivered is founded on good 
and (olid Reafons, we ought to content our lelves 
with Things purely natural, but, at the fame time, 
(Iich as are extraordinary ; and in our Heroes to 
chufe the Principal Actions which we may be- 
lieve poffible as humane ; and which may caufe 
Admiranoiii in us , as being rare and of an ele* 
vated Chara Aer. In a word, we fhould have no- 
thing but what is Great , yet ftill let be u Hu- 
man. In the Human, we muft carefully c^void 
i Mediocrity j and Fable^ in that which is Great. 
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t am by no meams willing to compartft the 
THARSALIAtotht^^^EISi Iknowthe 
juft Difference of their Value j but as for whit 
purely regards Elevation^ Fomfeyy Cafar^ Cato^ 
Curioy and Lahienus , have done hiore for Lucan^ 
than Jupiter, Mercury , Jum , f^enui , ahd all the 
Train of the other Gods and GoddciTes , have 
done for Virgil. 

The Ideas which Lucan gives us of chefe great 
Men^ are truly greater^ and affect us more fen- 
fibly than thofe which Virgil gives us of his Dei- 
ties. Thd'ttitter has cloathed his Gods with Hu- 
Itian Infirmities^ to adapt them to the Capacity of 
Men : The other^ has raifed his Heroes fo^ as to 
bring them into Competition with the Gods them- 
felves : 

ViSrix caufa Diis flatuit, fed vi£ta Catoni. 

In Virgil^ the Gods are not fo valuable as th6 
' Heroes : In Lucan, the Heroes equal the Gods. 

To give you my Opinion freely, I believe that 
the Tragedy of the Ancients might have fuffer'd 
a happy Lois in the BaniihmenD of their Gods ^ 
their Oracles^ and Soothfayers. 

FoJ it proceeded from thefe Gods, thefe Ora- 
cles, and thefe Diviners, that the Stage was 
fway'd by a Spirit of Superftition and Terror , 
capable of infeding Mankind with a Thoufand 
Erron, and over-whelming them with more nu- 
merous Mifchiefs. And if we confider the ufual 
Impreflions , which Tragedy made at Athens in 
the Minds of the Spedators , we may fafely af- 
firm, that Flato was more in the right, ^o pro- 
hibited the Ufe of them , than Arifiotie who re- 
commended them : For as their Tragedies whol- 
ly confifted in exceflive Motions of Fear and 
Pity , was not this the direcft Way to make the 
Theatre a School of Terjror and Compalfion , 

where 
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. where People only learnt ta be^- affrighted at all 
Dangers , and to abandon t^etnTeI?es to Defpair 
apoo every Misfbtmhe. 

Ir will be a hard Matter to perfJade me^ that 
a Soul accuftpmed to be terrified for what regards 
aiiother^ has firehgch enough to.fuppdrt the Mis- 
fcrtanes chat concern it felt. This perhaps was 
tbe Reafbn ^ ^hy the Athenians became fo fuf^ 
ceptible of the Impreffions of Fear ; and that 
dus Spirit of' Terror^ which the Theatre infpireid 
into them with fb much Art ^ became at laft but 
coo natural to their Armies. 

At Sfarta and Rome^ where only Examples 6f 
* Valour and Conftancy were publickly fliewn , 
die People were no lefs Brave and Refoluter in 
Battel^ than they were Unfhaken and Conftaiit 
in the Calamities of the Republick. Ever /incc 
this Art of Fearing and Lamenting was fet iib 
at Atbern ; all thde diforderly Paflions , whicn 
they had as ic were imbibed at their Publick Re- 
ptefenudons ^ got footing in their Camps ^ and 
attended them in their Wars. 

Thus a Spirit of Superftition occaHoxi'd the 
Defeat of their Armies ; as a Spirit of Lamenta- 
tion made them fie down contented^ with bewail- 
iog.their great Misfortunes3 when they ought to 
have found out proper Remedies for them. For 
how was it poffible for them ndt to learn Defpair 
in this pitiful School of Commif<lxatipn ? The 
Peifons they ufually reprefented \y^bn it y yi^ciG 
Examples of the greateft Milery ^ and; Subjeds 
fcot of ordinary Virtues. 

So ^ac was their Defire to. lament^ that they 
repreiented fewer Virtues than Misfortunes; left a 
Soul rais'd to the Admiration of Heroes, fhould 
be lefs inclin'd to pity the DiilrelTed: And in or- 
^r to imprint thefe Sentiments of AfAiAion the 
deeper in rfieir Spcdatbrs , they had alwHVs up- 
Vol. II. B ' on 
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on their Theatre a chorut of Virgins^ ^r < 
Mm f who fumlfh'd them , upon every 1 
either with their Terrors, or their Tears. 

Arifiotie was fenfible enough what PreS 
this might do the Athtniant ; but he thougni 
fuSiciently prevented ic by edabUniing a cert: 
Turgation^ which no one hitherto hasundernoc 
and which in my Opinion , he himfelf t\c\ 
ftilly comprehended. For, can any thing be 
ridiculous as (o Form a Science, which will . 
falUbly difcompofc our Minds, only to fet up 
nother, which doet not certainly pretend to ci 
us r Or to raife a Perturbation in our Souls for 
other end, than to endeavour afterwards to c^ 
it, by obliging ic to reflet upon the deje£ 
Condition it has been in.^ 

Among a Thoufand Perfons that are prcfi 
at the Theatre, perhaps there may be Six Phi 
fbphers that are capable of recoveiing their f 
met Traiujuility, by the Affiftancc of thefe pi 
dent and uleful Meditations : But the Multitt 
will fcarce make any fuch judicious Refledioj 
and wc may be almoftafTured , that what we , 
conftantiy reprcfented on the Theatre , wiU 
fail, at long run, to produce in us a Habit o 
unhappy Morions. 

Our Theatrical Keprefematiom are not fiu 
to the fame Inconveniencies > as thofe o& 
Ancients were ^ fmce our Fear never goes (n 
as to raife diis Supernidous Terror, which p: 
duc'd fuch ill Effects upon Valour. Our Fe 
generally fpeaking, is nothing elfe but an agr 
able Unealmefs, which confiils in the Sufpenli 
of our Minds j 'tis a dear Concern, which < 
Sotil has for thofe Subje^ that draw its Affe^i 
tothetn. 

We Buy almoft &y the fame of Pity, 
ufcd on otu Stage. Wc diveH it of all»t 
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OB&i and leave it all that we call Charitable and 
Hmiiaii. I love to fee the Misfortune of fonM 
great imhappy Perfon lamented j I am content^ 
wtth all my hearty that he fhould attrad out 
Compaffion ^ nay , fometimes command • our 
Tors : But then I would have thefe tender and 
gneroos Tears paid to his Misfortunes add Vir- 
tues together ; and that this Melancholy Senti- 
ment of Pity be accompanied with vigorous Ad- 
JDiiation^ which fliall ftir up our in Souls a fort 
of an amorous Defire to imitate him. 

We were oblig'd to mingle fomewhat of Love 
in die New Tragedy, the better to remove thofe 
Vsuk Ideas which the ancient Tragedy caufed in 
why Saperftition and Terror. And in truth ^ 
there is no Paffion that more excites us to every 
Tlung that is Noble and Generous, than a wr^ 
tinus Lme. A Man who may cowardly futfer 
hiinfelf to be infulted by a contemptible Ene- 
my, will, yet, defend what he loves, tho' to the 

rurent Hazard of his Life, againft the Attacks 
die moft Valiant. The weakeft and moft 
fearful Creatures : thofe Creatures that are na- 
tluallv inclin d to fear and to run away , will 
fiercdfy encounter what they dread moft, to pre- 
fenre the Objed of their Love. Love has a cer- 
tain Heat which fupplies the Defect of Coarage 
in thoie that want it moft \ But to confeA ttie 
Tmth^ our Authors have made as ill an Ufc of 
lUs Noble Paffion, as the Ancients did of their 
Fear and Pity : For if we except Eight or Ten 
Phys where its Impalfes have been managed to 
ireatAdvantage ; we have no Tragedies in which 
radi Lovers and Love are not equally injur'd. 

We have an affeAed Tendeme(s where we 
ODght to place the Nobleft Sentiments. We be- 
flow a Softnefs on what ought to be raoft mov- 
ing : and fometimes when we mean plaltvW to 

^ • - • 
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exprefs the Graces of Nature^ we fall into a vU 
fiious and mean Simplicity. 

We imagine we make Kings and Empeion 
pe^fed Lovers ^ but in truth we make ridiculous 
Prinoesi of them ; and by the Complaints and 
SigN which we beftow upon them^ where they 
ought neither to CoiAplain nor Sigh ^ we repre-» 
feiu thcoi weak ^ both as Lovers^ and as Prin- 
ces: 

Our ..great Heroes upon the Theatre3 generally 
piake Love like Shepherds ; and thus the Inno- 
cence of a fort of Rural Paffion^ fupplies with 
them the Place of Glory and Valour. 

If ;^ii Adrefs has the Art to weep and bemoan 
her felf after a mpving lively Manner ^ we give 
her our Tears^ at certain Places which demand 
Gravity; and becaufe fhe pleafes bed, when (he 
feems to be affeded^ fhe (hall put on Grief all a- 
long; indifferently. 

Sometimes we muft have a plaiii^ unartificial ^ 
fometimes a tender^ and fometimes a melancholy 
whining Love, without regarding where that 
Simplicity, Tendernefs, or Grief is requifice : 
And the Reafon of it is plain ; for as we muft 
needs have Love every where , we look for Di* 
verfity in the Manners^ and feldom or never place 
it in the Paflions. 

I am in good hopes we fhall one day find out 
the true Life of this Paffion ^ which is no^ 
become too common • Thac which ought to 
fweeten cruel or calamitous Accidents; chat 
which ought to affect our very Souls^ to ani- 
mate our Courage^ and raife our Spirits^ will noc 
certainly be always made the Subjed of a little 
affeded Tendernefs^ or of a weak Simplicity. 
When ever this happens y we need not envy the 
Ancients > and without paying too great a Re-: 

fpeft; 
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lefpeA to Antiquity^ or being coo much preju- 
liced againft the pre(enc Age^' we (hall not lee up 
:he Tragedies of Sopbocks and Euripides 3 as the 
only Models for the Dramatick CompoHcions of 
Dur times. 

However , I don't fay , that thefc Tragedies 
wanted any thing that wa!& neceifary to ^ecom^ 
mend them to the Palate of the Atbtnians : But 
Ihould a Man tranflate even the OED IPUS , 
the beft Performance of all Antiquity ^ into 
Emeb^ With the fame Spirit and Force as we fee 
it in the Original, I dare be bold to affirm, that 
nothing in the World would appear to us mort 
Cruel ^ more Oppofite to the true Sentiments 
which Mankind ought to have. 

Our Age has ^ at leaft ^ this Advantage over 
theirs j that we are allow'd the Liberty to hate 
Vice, and love Virtue* As the Gods occafion'd 
the greateft Crimes on the Theatre of the Anci-< 
tnts, thefe Crimes captivated the refpeA of the 
SpeAators ; and, the People durft not find fault 
with thofe Things which were really abomi<- 
nable. When they faw jigamtmnm facrificc his 
6wn Daughter, and a Daughter too that was fb 
tenderly belov'd by him^ to appeafe the Indigna- 
tion of the Gods , they only confidcr'd this bar- 
barous Sacrifice as a Picus Obedience , and the 
higheft Proof of a Religious Submiilion. 

Now in that Superllitious Age, if a Man flill 
preferv'd the common Sentiments of Humanity, 
he could not avoid murmuring at the Cruelty of 
^e Godsj he mud needs be Cruel and Barbarous 
to his own Fellow- Creatures j he muft, like-/^if»- 
mtnmm y offer the greateft Violence both to Na* 
turc, and to his own AffecJtion. 

Tantum Relligio potuit Juadere walorum^ fays Lu* 
mriMj, upoti ^he account pf this barbarous Sacrii 
fice. 

Vol. 11. B 3 Na>N- 
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Npw-a-days we fee Men reprefentedupond 
Theatre without the Incerpoficion of the God< 
aiid this Condudk is infinitely more ufeful boi 
to the Publick, and to private Perfons : For i 
our Tragedies we neither introduce any Villa! 
who is not detefled y nor any Heroe3 who do 
not caufe himfelf to be admir'd. With us fe 
CEimes efcape unpunifhed ^ and few Virtues £ 
off unrewarded. Infliort^ by the good Exan 
pies we pubhckly reprefcnt on the Theatre ^ b 
th^ agreeable Sentiments of Love and Admirat 
pn^ that are ditcreetly interwoven with a reftii 
ed Fear aud Picy^ we are in a Capacity of ai 
riving to that PerfeAion which Horace deHres : 

Omne tullt pu7f3fm j qui mlfcuit utik dulci. 

\^bich can pever be eifeded^ by the Rules c 
th^ Ancient Tragedy; 

X ihall conclude with a New and darin 
Tjli^ght of my. own^ and that is this ; We ougl 
ix^iTragedy^ before all Things whatever^ to loo 
after a Greatncfs of Soul well exprefs'd^ whic 
excites in us a tender Admiration. By this lb] 
of Admiration our Minds are fenfibly raviflied 
our Courages elevated; and our Souls deep]; 
a^<9:ed« 
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Formerly defign'd to write a "ti-^eJv ; Wi \ 
.M, whac ! founJ che hardeft nia;tcer orall, wai- k 
(0 defend my felf from a fcctet Suggeftton of ' 
Sclf-Iovc, which wil! not eafify fuffcc a Man ri 
iif- afide his ownTemper, toinkc up that of an(>i 
rhcr. I remember that I drew my own Chara* 
.'icr, without eyer dfcfigning it j and that tlid . 
:I;roe dwindled inrenfibly inrb th6 littleMeric of 
icCirrrwon^;' whereas St. Cx^riTOOBif , ought t(i 
!:i>c taifcd hirofelf to the great Vermes of his 
i Isroe. It fell out with ray Paffions as it did Wich 
i^y Charader; for I exprefs'd, my" own Motions, 
■ hile I endeavourd to exprefs his. If I was a- ' 
nourouOy inciin'd , I turn'd eveVy thing upO(l 
i-ove J if I found'my felf iridiHcil to Pity, I waS 
I": wan:in[5 lo provide Misfortunes for it ; li , 
r.Drt, I Ttiade the Aftor fpeak whatever I found 
ithin my own Breaft at home, arid, in fhoiti 
;-prefented my felf under the Name of anothel^ . 
.' "A us not quarrel with the Heroes of our Trag^ \ 
~^ii, for being too liberal of their Tears , which ( 
" ley fhould only fhed upon proper Occaiions i 
ilioy are the Poet's own Tears , whofe natur^ ' 
iernper being too Compafllortate, he is not abl« 
: -refift their Tendernefsj which lie has formeil ' 
"itbin bimlelf. ■ If he coa'd contient himfelf only , 
. jvh entring into the Sentiments of his Heroes; 
Vol. H. B 4 we 
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wc nught cxpiA ihar his Soul which he i 
lends to Grid fof ,a few Jviotocnts, might 
ferve fome Modemfon : But when Authors take 
it to theiufeliu;Srt_they exprel'j in reality , wjiat 
they ou^bt oaly id rcprelem a* probable. 'Tis . 
great Secret to know how to expreik our felvet 
juftly in what relates to the Thoughts, bm infi^ 
nitely more in what concerns the Paflioos : Fo 
ic U mqre diiTijalrfor the i Soul to difengage, 
feff froiti Piffi&ns ; than for the Mind to div^ 
its Thouglut. The PaCfions, 'lis true , ought i 
bcjively, biit.nc^'ier.ilcain'di for if it were Ic 
t9 the ftpci^ators, to chufe one of iwo Extrcarn 
ihev wouid niucfi ftmner pitch ''n the DefcA thi 
rlj'- ' ' ■■. s not curry on the Pa 

fif : r content hi* Audicni; 

an.: !..■■■..!. ; but he that pufiies thoi 

on too far ,,\\:o^(nd^ the Imagination, and mu 
cicpeil; (o t)c eiplodeijl, for his Pains. The form^ 
gives us the PIeaf;iie lo fupply his DefetJlsbyQi 
own Infer. ■ ■ -;:ii:r gives uf^hcTroublej 
retrench 1 :, which is always pal 

ful'and lirci . \ .uthcHeart, for liiftan* 
finds it felf tOLi^hd In much as it OLiglic to be,, 
endeavoiirs'tocoaifon it felf ; and as ofouroM 
Natures wc reiurii from ourPa{IioQS lo our Judj 
pwnt, we judge not very favourably of Tendc 
nds and Tears, Thofe of the moft unfartuna 
ought to be managed with great Difcreiion ; 
the tenderefl Speaator foon dries MR his; OV^ 
itrefcit U^jma in alit^A miferiJ, In 



■ * Nihil efl Mm mifcfibitc, quim tx bejto olfer. Et ho: 
tvnnn (jiurfcm mavelt" fi tona «x fcnufla guii aim ; & i 
()uo(uin Carttatc dtvHbnir; giizamiim. aut amifctii ^ in 
ouibui MalU fit, futunifve fit otpiltnitUT ftSTJter. C I TO 
CNiM ARESCIT LACRYMA. PRvKERTIM IN ALTE- 
WIS MALIS. Cittr. fiti. OtiV Seft. 17. 
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, if we fee a Pcrfon too long afflitft- 

ihe Theatre , wc either laugh at his 

fi ; or the long pitying of a tedk>us Tot- 

\ which renders the Misfortunes of an%> 

r own, ofFcncs Nature, which ought onK' 

ODch'd- Every time that I go to hear our 

oving Tragedies, the Tears of the Ach>fs 

rfotth mine with a fecrct Pleafurc, which I 

'.n beirg mov'd: But if the AffliAion cond- 

, lam uneafy, aiid impatiently exped fome 

. a( the Scene to deliver me t'rom ihcfe Mfri 

;,oiy Impreflions. I have frequently ieeti i( 

:n in ihcfe long Difcourfes of Tenderneft, 

iMwards tlie end, theAutfaor gives us another 

. than that of a Lover whom he defigns to 

-firnt. This Lover fomctimes commences' a 

fjphcr, and reafons gravely in his Paffiony 

. way oi LeAure explains to us, after what 

icrit is form'd. Sonietiaies the Spe^atOfj 

" *"'■■(* fuffer'd his Imagination to range with 

icprefented, comes home to himfelF, 

Ji 'tis not the Hero , but the Poe* 

jvho in doleful Strain of Elegy ^ 

pecds have us weep at fome feign 'd Mif- 

&.OEfaor miftakes, when he thinks to gct'my 
■"ipinion at ihi* Rate : He provokes niy 
r , when he pretends to polTefs me with 
I But what U more ridiculous , even thaii 
if i% CO hear a Man declaim eloquently t>n his 
sfoitunes. He that takes a great deal of Pains 
iefcribing them, faves me the Trouble of con- 
ri^ with him ; 'tis Nature that fuffers , and 
i.cthat ought to complain: She fomecimes 
J rpeak her private Thoughts, in order to; 
slief by it; but not to expatiate eloquent- 
r her fine Parts, 

Neither 
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Neither have I any mighiy Opioion of - 

Violence of char Paffion, which is mgeniom 

expref* ic felf with great Pomp and Magi 

wnce. The Soul , when k h Tenrtbly touc 

does not afford the Mind an. Opportuniry 

think intenfely ; much lels tn ramble ami dH 

» felf in the Variety of its Conceprions. 

■pon this account that I caa hatdly bear w 

QvWi luxuFiaot Fancy. Heiis winy in hisGi 

and t^ives iitmfeli a world of Ttbuble to ft) 

bi$ Wic, when wc expeft nothing but nan 

Thoughts from him. y~srgii de&rredly make 

juft Imprefiiun upon us ^i in which we find; 

^thing cither langtiiftiing orftrain'd. As he lei 

nothing more to delire ih him j Co on the ot 

^and he has noffcing thacoffends us ; aildi 

lis Reafon, our Souls behold with Pisafure, i 

liable Proportioti that Ihines in all the part 

Work. . ! 

; For mypart^ lamaQortifiied, thacioourA 

all DfHmaiick Pieces turn upon Love, 

Id be grofly ignorant of its Nature and A 

} although Love ads diifcrencLy accord 

the Diverfity of Temper, yec we may re3 

I the EffeAs of fo general a Paffion, to Tfc 

incipal Heads ^ wliich are, to Lovt, to 

to Langui^. 
To /v»w» Umply conJider'd, ij ilte firft ( 
of our Soul^ when the moves by tbe Imp 
fioB of foioe agreeable Objed , whercupoj 
fbno'd a fecrac Complacency in the Pecfoti t 
loves J and this Complacency becomes at laft 
""tevoting one's felf to the Petfon that is loi 
'o Bitm^ is a violent Ciondition j iubjea loi 
qtuetudes, to Pains, to Torments, (bmetime] 
Troubles^ to Tranlports, to Defpair; in a wc 
to every thing that agitates us , and diQurbs ( 
Repofc To Lan^ljh is the foteft Movcroeni 
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ove ; 'tis the delicate Effed of a pure ITamc \ 
■ liich gently confumes us; 'tis a dear aod tejidcr 
>I;ilady, which makes us hate all Thoughts of a 
L "arc. We entertain it fecretly in the bottom of 
::r Hearts , and if it comes to difcover it felf, 
'.'•It Eyes , our Silence , a Sigh that efcapes os^l 
1 Tear that drops in fpite ofus, exprefi it infi<« ] 
■ ely better, than all the Eloquence of the moffc J 
^rate Difcourfe. As for thofe long Conveis | 
ions of Tendernefs, thofe Sight we hear incelVJ 
j(!y, and thofe Tears that are fbed every Mor I 
It, they may be afcrib'd to forae other Cauiiji f 
^inmy Opinion, they are not fomuch tlieEJE-l 
Sof Love, as the Folly of the Lover. I have a ^ 
:j[er Refped for that Palfion than to load it J 
"iiliany Scandal which does not belong to its. I 
A few Tears are fufficient for a Lover to expreft ! 
\\ Love by ; when they are immoderate or an- 
ufonablc, they rather fliew his Infirmity thaq i 
1 1^ Paffion. I dare venture to fay, that a Lady; J 
vlio might have fome Conipaflionfor herLoveij 
hen (he fees him difcreetly and refpeflfully cst J 
vc-Hog the Inquietudes fhe gives him , would ] 
-liKh at him for a Chicken-hearted Milk-fop, if j 
: vrhin'd and fobb'd eternally before her. 
I have obferved, that t drvantn always efteems , 
!■- his Cavaliers, a probable Merit, but he never 
rli to lafii, in good earneft, their fabulous Com- ; 
,:i, and their ridiculous Penances. Upon thi* 1 
' ;1 Confidcratton, he prefers Dm GALAOR, to i 
: honcft jiMADIS DE GJULE^ * Pursue teniA . 

h ;,, :! 
bad Ccrruitei, Julhor of Don Quixot. 

' Fv be WiU A Mm that 90uld diffinfe *i!h tnj thinr, 
■ "Jew WM bt fi fimtl, nor fuek a ffiwpij l^ttr, at bit 
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he is become a weak, effeminate, laz-y^ whinii 
Wretch. Of a Man who had in no refpe^ h.- 
wanting, either to his Intereft, or to his Pan , 
we find htm wanting to bimfelf, and acccHy w. 
done by bimfelf. 

Horace y whom I mention'd a little above, i 
laid down the Charaifter of Old Age, whict. 
advifes us carefully to obferTe. If wc have 
Old Man to rcprefent , he would have u$ dr ; 
him heaping up Riches, yet denying hinifel!" i: 
ufc of them, cold , timorous , peevifli , melin 
choly , difTatisfied with the prefent times, aAdJ 
zealous Admirer of what he faw when he «im 
young Fellow t - However, if wc are to inn 
duce an Old Man who is palTionately in Lo^ 
we mull not give him either Coldnefs or Fear^ 
Lazinefs, or Melancholy : We muft make nfl 
Liberal inftead of Covetous, and Complai("'n 
inficad of Morofe or Surly : He muft find f^ 
with all the Beauties he has feen, and only ;-:u 
mire that which enflavcs him at prefent j he mm 
do every thing for his Miftrefs, and govern him 
fcif by no other Will but Hers, as thinking root 
tain by his Submiflion, whatever he lofes by th 
Difadvantage of his Age : 

H* ibinkt the low SuhmiJJim hy bin jhewn, 
H'iBfir hu jigt and ImfoutKi alone. Corn. Sopll 

Such ati one was in cffuS, and as fuch, has beef 
'paime( 



+ Malta frimn cltcumrenHini Incommodi ; vel qu< 1 
Qttxiic, S: invdntii mifei abltiii'rr, acj iJmn uci, 
Vcl fjiiod tw oinnet ximi&i gelulc^uc minitint, 
UiUcoT, fp: longiis, inei), avidul'que ftnuii, 
LifTu-ilb, (;ueru1ui, Isudiict [ein|y)titafli 
5c Fu«u, CatliKitoi Ceiiforfflie Miwfuni. 

HORAT. Dt Ml. nir. 
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painted by ComeiUe y the old and unfortunate 
SffAax. Before he Was charm'd by Sofbonisba^ he 
hjud the Balance bet^reen the Cartbaginiam and 
tbe Romans : No fooner did he become a Lover 
in .Us old Days, but he loft his Dominions^ and 
himfeif together^ for refigning himfelf to a Wo- 
man's Will. 

When I ufe the Word Paffion , 'tis Love I 
ifeflB : For all the other Paffions ferve to form 
^ Charader ^ infiead of deftroying it. To be * 
OBiirally Gay, Melancholy, Cholerick and Fear- 
^ is CO have Humours , Qualities and AfFedi« 
MS that compofe a Charader : To be very much 
iaLove^ is to take up a Paffion which not only 
defixoys the Qualities of a Charader,but likewife 
ffNDinaads the Motions of other Qualities. Tis 
fntain, chat they who truly Love, are never hur- 
to any other Paffions^ but according as they 
our-and firike in with their Love. If diev 
e any Indignation againfi a Lover, Love bom 
okes and pacifies them •, they intend Hatred^ 
can't ceafe Loving. Lpveexcufes Ingrati- 
and juftifies Infidelity ; the very Torments 
a true Paffion are Pleafures ; We feel the Pains 
i it only when it is pafi, juft as after the IVfi- 
of a Fever we feel the Pain occafion d by 



in Loving well, we are never miferable » bat 
idiink our (elves co be fo, when we ce^e to 



A Beauteous She^ with aB btr Tawr^ 
Cmt make us wretched far an Mmr, 
Tbo* wt mufi never hope far the Ppffijpng^ 
Her Charms are Favours^ and her Sight* s a BUffingm 

T O 



TO AN 



A U T H O 



jiskd my Opn'ion of a FL 
where the Heroine do 
nothing hut Lament //< 
felf. 

TH E Princcfs you rjlake the Heroine 
your Ptay , would have plea&'d me w 
onough, had you managed her Tears whh (l~ 
^i'rugality : fiiii you make her fbcd thtXt, 
prodigally, that when the Audience corfl 
themwlvcs, this Profiilion of Tears, cannot 1 
make fhe Perfon whom you rcprefonr, tefi i 
ainp i and thofe that beholJ the ReprclenUd 
lefs fenllblc. CemfiSe has had the Misfortune, 
difguft the generality of hisSpCflatots in hi* t 
Wr Days; becaufc he muft needs difcovcr tl 
which is moft hidden in our Hearts ; that wl.! 
■u moil extjuifiic in the PaffionJi and molt-: 
cate in thcThouKiitf. After he h:!ff, -.fi it". 
worn out ihc ordinary J^affiu, 
arc agitated, he was in hopL^ 

Repucation.if he tnnch'douf ■■ 

dcrncir.-;, -.->*' ;,i--f> [■■■.!■-..' 
cret (t 

too du... 

pain/ii'i a Lii\- 
Hccm in the V, 
cured hitnnt;.\ 
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Tis certain, that no Man underftood Nature 
better than ComeilU; but he has defcnbed ic dif. 
ferently, according co che different Periods of his 
Life. When he was young, he contented him- 
feif with defcribing its Motions ; when he was 
Old, he was for difcovering its moft fecret Springs. \ 
Formerly, he afcrib'd every thing to the Senti- 
ment j at prelhit , Penetration does every thing 
with hind ; Now, he opens the Heart y and its 
noft concealed Recefles; whereas he formerly 
leprefented it with all its Anxieties and Agitati- 
:Ons. Other Authors have fucceeded better in 
complying with the prefent Humour of the Age, 
which loves nothing bur. Grief and Tendernefs 
upon the Theatre : But I am afraid your Trage- 
dy will contiibute to reAify the depraved Palate 
of the Town , and that the Audience will nau- 
feace the infupportable Excefs of a Paffion^ 
which has the good Fortune at prefent to 
pleafe. 

. I own that nothing is fo moving, as the lively 
Keprefentation of a Beautiful Perfon inDiftrefsj 
fTis a new fort of a Charm , that unites every 
thing that is tender within us , by Impreflions of 
love and Pity mingled together ; but if the fair 
Xady continues to bewail her Misfortunes too 
|bog,thac which at tirft afTcded us, makes us fad; 
^as we are foon weary of comforting one that 
ttcs a Pleafui e in whining and complaining, we 
pnve her as a troublefom Creature, in the Hands 
itf old Women and Relations, who know how to 
IQaoage one inrhis fad Condition, by the rsceiv'd 
Kules of Condoling. 

A Writer, who throughly underftands the Paf- 
Jom, will never exhauft his Stock of Grief, be- 
*ufc this Prof ufion muft naturally create an In- 
blence in the Spcdators , which will infallibly 
iod in a gencial Diflikc. Thg firft Tears afe 

Vol. II. C natural 



-J ^ Mifccllaneotts Works of 

natural to the PaflSon which we exprefs 
have their Source in the Hearty and ( 
Grief from an AffliAed to a Tender Heart 
latter are purely owing to the Poet's Wi 
has produced them^ and thcretore Nature v 
own them. Afflidion ought to have fon* 
that is moving y and the end of Affli<5tior 
thing that is animated^ in order to make 
Impreffion upon us. 'Tis likewife requif 
it terminate by good Fortune, which finift 
fortunes by Joy , or by a great Virtue , 
draws our Admiration. Sometimes it < 
Death , andr from thence arifes in our 
Commiferation, proper and natural to Ti 
But this never ought to be after long Lan 
ons, which gives us more Difguft for the 
nefs of the Perfon reprefented, than Com 
for his Misfortunes. 

1 cannot endure ro fee a dying Perfo 
the Stage, who Is more lamcticeJ by him th 
than by the Spedi^iors th^t fee him die. 
great Gr^^t'a, actcn^led v^ich few Conplaii 
deep Concern : J lore a Dcfpiiir which va 
wafte it felf in Words , bur where Ni^tiii 
vercome, and Jinks iin:1er th.e VioU^nce 
Paffion. Long tedious DircourTcs nuht-: 
our Defire of Lifo, than our Kelblutiont t 
To fpeak much upon thefe O^cafions, is 
guifh inDefpair^and to lofe all the Merit c 

Grief: OSilviay tu fe MorUijO Sylvijy thott ..r 

and to fwoon away like * Aminta ; 1 ih?i\ 
Madaniy butl\ dU j and to expire like JSarj 



• JMINTJ of Taflb. Aft. III. Sc. II. 
t SIjXENJ , cne of Corneillc*i Trt^tiiu. Aft. i 
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Our Misfortunes are certainly allevi'^tcd by 
Tears and Lamenting : And the greateft Pain in 
die World^ when it begins to abate, increafes our 
Defires of livings in proportion as it leflens. Ic 
falls out with our Reafoning, as it does with our 
Tears ; If we reafon never fo little in our Affli- 
Aions ^ Reafon will rather advife us co bear 
chetn^ than to die. Let us comfort Perfons whom 
we behold lamenting and grieving fo exceflively 
00 the Theatre. L&c us beftow more Calamities 
tfian Tears and long J>ilcourli;s ^ on thofc who 
wc defign fhould die there. 
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DISCOURSE 



UPON THE 



French Hiftorians. 



IT muft be acknowledg'd , that the greateft 
part of our HISTORIANS, are Men of 
an indifferent Merit j and were it not for the na- 
tural Defire of knowing what has happen'd in 
one's own Country , I can't imagine how any 
Pcrfon y that has been converfjinr in ancient Hi- 
ftory , could ever bear the Tcdioufnefs of ours. 
'Tift certainly very furprifing, that in a Monar- 
chy where there have been fo many memorable 
Wars, and fo many fignal Revolutions,- that a- 
mongft a People that want neither Courage to 
perform Things, nor the Vanity to talk of them, 
there fhould not rile up one Hiflorian , that an- 
fwcrs either the Dignity of the Subjeft , or our 
own Inclination. 

I was formerly of Opinion, that we ought to 
charge this Defed on our Language ; but whefi^j 
1 afterwards confider'd , that the Beauty of thi 
Frencby in our Tranilations , almoft equal'd rha 
of the Creel and Latin^ in the Originals, I cou\ 
not help thinking with my (elf, chat the Meai 
nefs of our Genius falls vaftly (hort of the 1 ' 
jefty of Hiftory. Befides^ alcho* we had ami 
us iome Perfons of an elevated Mind and g 
Abilities^ yet there aie too many dungs neo 
rytotfae Comptfikidb of a ioft Hifior*' M 
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1' met with in one and the fame Perfon. We might 
! find perhaps a Stile pure and elevated enough in 
I fome of our Authors, who by reafon of their 11- 
Tbg ac a dillance from the Court and Bufmefs ^ 
would run into general Maxims^and common Pla- 
oes^which relifhmore ofthe Politicks of Antiquity, 
thailjjj^r own. On the other hand. Our Men of 
Bttfine(s and Experience, are well acquainted, 'tis 
trae, with our Interefts ; but they lie under the 
Difadvantage of being ufed to an Epiftolary Stile^, 
which as it is proper for Negotiations, fo it does 
act come up to the Dignity of Hiftory. 'Tis 
%wire a uiual thing with them, to fpeak im- 

Eoperiy of War ; unlefs their Fortune led them 
rmerly to a Camp, or they lived in the Con- 
fidence and Familiarity of Great Men , who 
hid the Management of Military Af&irs. This 
isaconfiderable DefeA in Grotim , who after he 
Ivs penetrated into the moft fecret Caufes of che 
War , the Nature of the Government of the 
SfmiarJs , and the Difpofition of the People of 
Vsmders j who, after he has entred into thw. true 
iGcnius of Nations; form'd a juft Charafter of 
Societies^ and principal Perfons; has fo well 
Aplaind the different Schemes of the Cl.ri- 
i^UQ Religion ; and trac'd up Things to O. i- 
jinals , unknown to Cardinal BtntivogUo , and 
tfJ^, cannot maintain the Admiration which he 
fed in us^ fo foon as he begins to open the 
iC of War ; fpeaks of the Motions of Armies, 
ribes Sieges, and relates Battles. 
Wc have among us Perfons of Quality of an 
Mrdinary Merit, who having pafs'd through . 
Employments, by the help of good Natii- 
, and fome acquired Knowledge , are e- 
liable of afting, and fpeaking well; but^ 
hey dther want a Genius^ or have not 
lug ; Befides that , being wholly 



^'^ 
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1 tsken up with the Court , and the Funftion 

! their Offices , they don't endeavour to inft 

chenilclves in the Forms of the Government, 
Older of the Kingdom; They would be ap 
iniaj^ine, that they dcbafed ihemfelvcs, and c 
the Biifinefs of the Gentlemen of the I.ongB 
j upon them, againft the Dignity of their PJW 

on^ if they fliould apply themfelves to the Kn 
': ledge of our Principal Laws. Tho' wici 

;r thefe Lights, I am alTur'd, it is in a manner 

/ poflible , to make a good Iliftory , filled j 

; ought to be^ with found and judicious Inltn 

• ons. 

Bacon often complains , that Hiftorians 
Pleafure in enlarging on Foreign Affairs , 

i fcem purpofely to avoid thoie Statutes 

which the publick Tranquillity is owing , j 
this would make thcNarration languifli : And 
indulging themfelves with Pleafure in the re 
of thofc Calamities, which War occafions, 
don't y without a fcnfiblc Diftafle , treat of 
goo'J Law?, which cftablifh the Ilapi incfs oi 
vil S«)c'.cty. His Complaints appear to mc 
better grounded, becaufe there is not one Hi: 
amongit the Rjmiins , where we cannot difc 

. the Infide of the Republick, by its Laws, as 

• as tiie Outfide by its Conquefts. You fir 

Livy, fomctimes the Repealing of old Laws^ 
(cmetimcs the Sanftion of new ones j in hin: 

I iee every thing that depends on Religion , 

j relates to Ceremonies. The Confpiracy of 

I line in Saluft , is all along filfd with Matters 

ting to the Conflitution of the Republick j 

that ingenious and artful Speech of Cafar , 

it not wholly run upon the Fmian Jjkw; ] 

the juft Confideracions their Anoeftors hd 

lay afide the andent Ri^onrlii: ' "■" '* 
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I^icizens; and upon the dangerous Coiifequen- 
that would follow, if fo wife an Orilinance 
lid be violated ? 

'he fame Cf/i>, in !iis Commentaries, never 
5 any occafion , to fpeak of the Mariners , 
loms, and Religion of the Gauh, Tuacus 
)erhaps, even to a Fault, fu*:l of Acriiafioosj 
snces , Laws, and Judgments, ^ufitus r:^^ 
, in a Hiftory made rather to picaic , 
i-to inftruA, puts the Laws of the Alice- 
am into j^hxaneUrs Mouth , to arfvvcr 'he 
•roaches of hLrmoLus ^ who had cor.ipi.cd a- 
ill his Life. This Alexander ^ that fccnis to \\'y*t 
wn no otker Law than his own Will , '//ivl.; 
*as Conquering the World j Tii.s vj \ .. ..\-. 
r, doth not dildain tolbpporc hin • t • . ..\c 
hority of the Laws, f>r h.Hvii.o v. .. i i 
ng Boy to be whipt, evcii when h^ wi, \' • 
of the Univerfe. 

LS there is no Nation but what defirc"* . 
;lf from Foreign Violences, whc.j ir •. 
render its Ccndicion more gloiious K 
Rs, when it is powerful : As there . 
ought to iccure its Rcpofo by tlie Cv 
of a good Government, and the T:.:!:-.; 
f Confcience by the Impreilkiii <: '" iL... 

fo there is no Iliftorir^n b:;t ou^^hc lo rj \., 
9ed in all thefe JiJerent Concenij-, u i.^^a iu 
srtakes ro write Hiiiory ; but oi^hr lu r.v: »/, 
t ic is that renders Men unhappy, ro t-. j ziid 
ay be avoided ; or what makes tlieii 11 {jV>i- 
, that it may be purfued. Thuj 'cis jiiij ..i:!!- 
for a Man to write a good Iliftor) of .' . /;iv^ 
itever Wars he is to delcribe, withcuc ih^ viu.., 
ppnftitution of the Kingdom, the DitT wncc 
l^fi^on^ and the Immunities of cL; c- 
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vvith Confulcnce or Fear. But befides this, there 
accrued another Advantage to the Republick j 
which v/as , that by this means the Magiftrates 
macjc theiJifcives ncrj^ctly known: For it was 
imp^Pj.i.U,. •• :■. '^. ^ niffcrcnt Fundions, the 
V •. «L. *. ' . •• ' • AAHy tho* it lay never 
\ . "• ■ ' V' onceal it fclf rhroughi 

J u£ ill ':^Hjahties (hould not^ 
luu. In Men of a narrow 
■ '-•i-: I. ■•.'>y vvh. Ill iMHtuic has rcftrained to a certain 
t 'A .. ', chcy difcover'd, that a fcfc and peacea- 
ble j'cmter , which is fit enough ^jr R^^iigioiis 
Survic:;^.N , had not fometimes C*»pfLincy enough 
t5 muin.iin the Law with Vigour. 

SotriCiiirxb it was obfciv'd , That ji Sen'itor 
was Prooi againft Bribery in Law-Tii^I^ , v\ho 
had neither the AAivity nor Vigilance of a i^ood 
Commander. Such a Man was a great vVarri- 
our, as Mariusj who had no Capacity for what 
related to Religion and Bullnels. To fpcak the 
Truth^ we fometimes meet with an univerlalCa- ' 
pacity, and a cunfummate Virtue ainongft thera^ :^ 
which icndrcd fome Men uleful to the Publick, k 
upon all Occafions whatever : But then therei j 
were alfo amongft them Men of le(s cxtenfive .| 
Parts who were only employed in thole Affairs \ 
for which they were fit. j 

This was vifibly feen in the Confullliip of Ci«- i 
70^ ahd Autoniusy wherein the firft was ordcr'd to 
watch for the Safety of the Republick, which was 
his proper Talent 5 while the other was fcnt to 
affemble Troops, in conjundion with Pitreim^ xq\ 

fight Catiline. 

If we refled upon what I have faid, we fliall t^ 
not be furpris'd to find excellent Hittoiian^ a« jf 
mongft a People^ where thofe that writ Ilillory 
were molt frequently very confiderable Perf ons . 

whc 
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who wanted neithci Genius, nor the Art of wri- 
ting well J and who [;oll\;fb*d , iii an eq al rrca- 
furef a profound 1-.p.».v\ I'.^ij^e ot the Affaiis (f 
Religion^ War, and Mjik Ti:. cerrainj the An- 
ctencs had a great Advantage over us^in knc '.'ig 
the Genius of Men by the different 'Iiy^'Sj 
through which rhey were obliged to pals, hctore 
they came to the Admhndiatioh of the C r; 
mon- Wealth j Neither were they wanting rc p < . . c 
and delciibe them to the Life; for whoevei ahI 
\. iexamine th^ir Charaders, with a litdc Curiofit/ 
and Skill y will difcover a particular Study in all 
this, and an Art deeply laid. 

In etTcd^you will find that they put together, as 
it were, oppofite Qualities, which a Man would 
never imagine, at fiiit fight^to find in one and the 
: fame Perforj^asj^w.'wwj ^^uJaxJubdoIus.You fee them 
' aaake a Difference in certain Qualities, which ap- 
. pear to be abfolutely the fiime , and which cjic 
cannot difcover without a great N?cety of Dii- 

;. CCrnment ; Subdulus j 'varlus J citjt^Jlibct Ytifimi LtoYy 
\ $t dijjimulator. 

There is another Divcrfity in tlicChara^crs of 

r'thc Ancients, more c ;rious,and yet is IlTs known 

."to us, 'vix,. a certain Difference^ whf.i-c.virh each 

^icc, or Vir^'ut; is inark'd, by t!i': pjrriu;;laf lin- 

'preffiion it mak^s h* Minvls wherj it is : For Ex- 




'that of Catnlus; the Darinr^nefs of Catiline^ ibJiot 

"Ac fame with that of Anthony -^ rho Ambic'cn of 

/^^i and that of Cccf.r^ have not a peifcd Rc- 

KmUance : For which rcH(on, wlico the Ancients 

on the Charafters of I'leir Great \5cn , ihcy 

TO at the fame time the Ch^irru^b^r c\ the Qi:ri- 

cs they aflign to them i that they m.^y '.\v,\>/:vu 
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fteddy Gravity of Tlrafeas, who read a Leftiird 
to the Meir^np;er, that brouj^hc to him theDeath- 
Warrant : Iv is iiot cfic forcd Conftancy d^Sem* 
ca, who IS oi^li}\\( to enco-jrage himfelf, by the 
JRemembrance (^' W\'i own l^recepts and Dih:our- 
fes ; It ib noi \\\m iffectcd l*.ravf,ry, upon which* 
Htlvidius vahitd himrdf : in fliort^ ic is not a 
Refolution grounded upon tiic Ooini(jns of Phfc 
lofophers ; 'cis a fofc and careleib IndifTerence^ 
which left in his Soul no room for the difmu 
Thoughts of Death ^ ic is a continuation of chft 
ordinary Couife of his Life to the lad 14o«i 
ment. 

But if the Ancients fhew'd fo great a Nicenefi; 
in marking thci'e Encomiums^ they difcover 
lefs Arc In the Stile of cheir CbaraSlersj to ob»J 
lige us to take the more Notice of them. ht\ 
their Narrations they engage us to follow chem^j 
by the infendble Chirms of an agreeable and na- 
tural Tale. 1 hey hurry us along in their Ora^ 
tions^ by the Vehemence of their Difcourfe^ lei 
if we continued calm and unmoved^it might makd 
us difcover what a Want of good Sence there 
amidftall this Pomp of Eloquence } and afford 
Leifure fecretly to refolvc not to be perfuaded b] 
it. Somecimes^at aConrultation^they bring Res 
fons upon Reafons, to determine the Unrefblv^ 
to that Party they would have them embrace 
But in Charaders wliere we fhould difcern Vi< 
and Virtues ; where wj fhould fort the DifiSs 
ences which meet in one and the fame Man 
where we fhould not only diflinguifh the diffei 
Qualities^ but the Differences likewife by whu 
•each Quality is charaderiz'd : We ought nt 
to ufe a warm declamatory Stile, nor urge Ar(^ 
ments one upon the neck of another, either I 
hurry away, or captivate the UnderAandini 
On the contrary^ wc ought co (land upon oui^ 

Guards 
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irdj and fecure our felves from whatever gp- 
rs to have aDefign upon our Reafon : Which 
muft prcfcrvc free and rnbyafs'd. We ought 
wife diligently to fcan every Word in an ab- 
: Stile, when the VVords will admit of a va- 
is Conftrudion^ left we fliouid lofe our fcIves 

00 general Confiderations. In order to that. 
Reader is oblig'J to bcftow his utmoft Atten- 

1 on the different Singularities , and to exa- 
c feparately each Feature in the Pidure. 

fis thus the Ancients form'd their Charafters. 
for us, if we were to defcribe a Temper like 
; of Catiline , we fliould be at a lofs to con- 
'C in one and tije fnme Pcrfon , Qualities 
ch appear to be oppoJite. So much Boldnefs^ 
i fo great Artifice j (b much Pride, and fo 
:h Policy ; fo much Fire and Impetuofity in 
Defires , joynM to fo much Fraud and Difli- 
ation. 

There is a nice Difference between Qualities, 
: fecra to be the fame , which 'tis ditticult to 
»ver. There is fometimes a Mixture of Vice 
Virtue in one fingle Quality, which wc nc- 
uulv feparate. Jc is eafie for ns , indeed , to 
m Virtues , when they are pure and entire j 
ifo,forthe moft purt^ we allow Prudence in 
onfels y C^^ui^kneis in Execution ^ and Valour 
Battels. And as for Morals, we confine them 
Wety towards God ; Intcgriiy with Men, and 
clity to cur Friends , cr co our Superiours, 
: make the fame i^Ic corh of Dctcds and 
«sj And fo v/e flk of Inc:^.pn^ity in Af- 
:sj of Bafenefs co'varis l-ncmies j of Infi- 
ky to Friends; of IJlenefs , Avarice, and 
^titude : But where Xiture huh not left 
sac purity in Virtues , wh^rc fne has left fome 
Wire of Virtue amonj^d Vices, we K\ant fome- 
times 
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times Penetration to difcover what lies concei 
fometimes a nice Difcernment to difencai 
what is confus'd. 

Thofe particular Diftinftions^ which vario 
denote the Qualities^ according to the Men ' 
pojOTefs them , are yet more remote from 
Knowledge. The Diversity of Valour is unkn< 
to us ; we have but one Ct^urage for all the 
liant } one Ambition for all the Ambirious ; 
Honefty for all Good-Men ; and^ to fpeak Tr 
the Charader of a Perfon of great Defert, as 
generally draw it^ may as well fit all the Mei 
Merit now living. 

If we were to fpeak of thofe Dukes of G 
whofe Fame will be Immortal ^ we fhould 
them^ Valiant, Generous , Liberal ^ Ambitic 
2ealous for the Catholick Religion^ and profi 
Enemies of the Proteftants ; but at this W4 
not fufficiently diftinguifh the Qualities of 
from the other, their CharaAers, confequ 
ly^ would not be fo diltinguilh'd as they 01 
to be. 

Thofe Virtues , which Morality and gen 
Difcourfes rcprefent to us as the fame^ aiTi 
a different Air , by the difference of the ] 
iDour and Genius of the Perfons that po: 
tbera. 

We judge right enough , that the * Conftai 
and the t Admhal ^ were capable of fuftain 
the mod important Affairs ; but the Differe 
of their Capacity is not fuiiiciently mark'd 
our Authors. 

They acquaint us that Andtlot^ Buffi, and Gi 
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Vtre the ftouteil Men in the World ; but they 
A>Aot tell us that there was a FaftiousObftinacy 
ia'if»i&/9r'sDaringnefs; That there appeared fome- 
tUflg Vain and Audacious in Bujfi% Bravery ; 
aid that (7iwi's Valour had ever the Air ofKnighc- 
Enantry. 

. There is fbmething peculiar inMen'^ Courages 
ta difiinguifhes them, as well a$ Ibme Singula- 
iby in their Minds ^ that makes a Difference be- 
lieen them. The Courage of the Marefchal it 
tUtiLm was a flow and iazy Intrepidity. That 
ifche Marefchal Je ia MsilUraye was attended with 
• Heat very proper to prefs a Siege^ and a Paffi- 
•n which ditorder'd him in a Pitch'd Battel. The 
[- Xlbor of the Marefchal de Ranz^u, was admira- 
iie for great Adions ; it could fave a Province • 
*Jk coidd ptreferre an Army ; But one woula 
J^Te thought^ thftt it efteemed common Dangers 
;|dow it felf^ to have beheld it fo remifs in littl6 
[ind frequent Occafions , where common Service 
.*tt perform'd. That of the Marefchal dt Gajj^nj 
ibore lively and a<5iive , might have been uleful 
It all Moments : There was not a iDay^ wherein 
[4k gave not to our Troops fome Advantage over 
Ab Enemy. 'Tis true, it was not fo well com* 
pofed^ when any thing of great Im^rtance lay 
ftake* This Niarefcha), v^o had fo often ven- 
^d himfelf in falling upon Parties ; who was 
brisk in charging the Rear of an Army, feared 
entire £ngagement,beihg wholly taken up with 
I Thoaght$ of Events^ when it was more ne- 
ceflary to aft^ than to think, 
t Sometimes we afcribe every Thing to Quali- 
^^ ^ without confidering what Hdnibur mixes 
L^Ui'theni^ Sometimes we allow too much iOi 
fnnoar^anld don't fuificientl v eicamine the Depth 
Qualities The thoughtful meditating 'ttm-- 1 
yeL il • D pec 
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per of Monfieur Jt Turcnncy who was flill forrr 
and weighing Dcfigns in his ITcad 3 made 
pafs for citnorous^ iviwiciiuce^ and uncertain, 
tho' he gave Bj;cc.i with as much Alacrity 
Monfieur rfe c i£Un vvent to a Skirmifli. And 
Natural Heat of the Prince of Cc;;Jt'made 
be thought impetuoLis in Battels; tho' He 
Matter of himlclf more than any Icifon w 
ever, in the Heat of Action j and hud more 
fence of Mind at Lens^ Friburgb , Noylingeny 
Senefj than he would^ perhaps^ hav^ had in 
Cloiet. 

After fo long a Difcourfe upon the Knowl< 
of Men^ I will affirm, chat our Hiltorians 1 
not Tufiiciently (hewn their Talent that \ 
for want of Application and Judgment to k 
Men aright. They imagined , that a fai 
Narration of Events was fufllicient to inflrut: 
without confidering that Af&irs are done by 
who are oftener rranfported by Pa(fion,than 
dufted by Policy. Prudence governs the V\ 
but there are but a few of that fort, and the 
Wife are not fo at all times : whereas Paflior 
verns almofl all the Worlds and at moft Ti 
In Common- Wealths^ where the Maxims of 
Intereil ought to be better purfued , we fee 
Things carried on by a Spirit of Faction, an 
Faftions are paflionure. Paffion is found e 
where , and the Zeal of the befl Perlbns i; 
free from it. The Animofity of dto and C 
and the Fury of Cicero againfl Anthor^y , n< 
contributed to the Ruin of Liberty, than the 
bition of thofe that fet up Tyranny. 

The Oppofirion of two Great Men, equ: 
but fV^ffsrently Zealous for the Good of HJi 
ha^l like to have deftroy'd it , when it had 
thing to fear.from the Sp.-nhr/is. Prince Ai. 
would have it powerful Abroad i Biimtv<h vi 
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»ave it free at Home. The firft put it into a 
Condition to cbpe with a King of Spain ^ The 
* fecond endcavoDt'd to fecnre it againft a Prince 
of Orange. It coft Bammeh his Life j and what 
freqaently enough happens, the Sticklers for Li- 
fcny were deftroy 'd even by the People. 

I pais from Obfervations upon HISTORY, 
.frRcfleaions upon POLITICKS : Perhaps I 
JtaKj^be pardoned for fo doings but let their 
ftecepcion be what it will , I fliall fatisfie my 

• ■ ■ - - 

' In the firft Eftablilhment of a Republick , the 
love of Liberty is the chief Virtue of the Citi- 
.tens, and the Jealoufie which it infpires, makes 
1^) the principal Policy of the State. As Men 
j^w weary of the Troubles, Perplexities, 
' Dangers , which they mud undergo to live 
lys independent, they follow any Ambitious 
'Man that pleafes them , and fall eafily from a 
feobblefora ^Liberty , to an agreeable Subjedion. 
itfcmember what I have often faid in Holland, and 
iven to the Penfioner * himfelf, that Men were 
iliftaken as to the Temper of the Hollanders. The 
WotH believes, that the Hollanders Love Liberty j 
lllUii^eas they only hate Oppreffion. There are 
ngft chem a few proud haughty Spirits,and'tis 
le and Haughtinefs that makes the true Re- 
ticao. The People there would be apprehen- 
either of a covetous Prince, who fhould be 
We to take away their Eftates ; or of a violent 
Mnce, who (hould offer Outrages to them : But 
fllbe Name or Title of Prince, is what they fub- 
'1 Vol. II. D 2 mic 
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rote (o with Pleafure. If they love che Repo 
lick, 'tis for the Benefit of their Trade , mo 
than for any Satisfadion theytind in being fn 
The Magiiirates love to be Independent, to n 
vern thole that depend on them : As for the Pi 
fie, they would more eailty acknowledge the A 
tbority of the Prince , than that of the Maj 
flrates. TU true, that when a Prince of Orm 
had a Defign to furprize Amptrd^my all dcclan 
for the Burgomaflcrs ; but that was rather 6ut 
a Hatred of Violence , than Love of Liben 
When another oppofed a Peace f , after a loi 
expcnfive War , a Peace was made in fpite 
him : But it was done through a Sence of d 
prefent Mifery ; and the RcfpeA they had nat 
rally for him, was only fufpended, not dcftroy' 
When thefe extraordinar)' Strokes were over,th( 
returned to the Prince of Orangf, The Repu 
licans have the Diflatisfaflion to ice tiie Pcop 
take up their firft AffeftJons, and they apprehci 
a Monarchical Government , without dating 
appear jealous of Liberty. 

When the Prince of Orangt had neither PoJ 
nor Office, in the Governraent , when he h) 
nothing but his own Name to fupport him, tl 
Pmfiener, and Monfieur tU ^'etirnnKk were the O) 
ly Perfon}, that durit boldly pronounce the Woi 
R E P U B L 1 C K at the Wgac. The Family i 
Orangt had Other Enemies enough ; but thcfc ] 

s always fpokc of the Sutcs in general Ea 

' kh did not explain the Conllitutia 

is a Kepublick made ( 
~' by their Fear of tj 
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SjfmarJs : Jttfpuhlica cafii faBa, auem mttmt HiffM- 
imum cmtlntt. The Apprehennons which Franct 
now gives them, produces the fame EffeA j and 
the NeceHity of 3 good Intelligence unites the 
fntt to the Staut , and the Stattt to the Prinei. 
But CO jud^e of Things by themfelves, the HoUat^ 
im are neither Free, nor Slaves. Their Govern- 
ment is made up of feveial Pieces, very flightly 
tack'd together; where the Power of the Prince, 
and the Liberty of the People, have equal need 
of Artilicial Props to fupport themfelves. 

Let us now come to what concerns COURTS^ 
nd refled upon the EScAs that Pafliens occalioa 
diere. 

. In what Court have not the Women had an 
lateieft, and in what Intrigues are they not con- 
esro'd ? Did not the Princefs of "Eholj manage 
i|l under fh'dif the Second, as prudent and pou- 
ckk as he was ? Did not the Ladies take off Hm* 
ijxht Great, ( or the IVth of France) from a War 
^)piIy begun ; nnd did they not engage him ia 
one both uncertRin and dangerous, juft before he 
was kiil'd i A Pique between Cardinal Richelivttf 
Ud the Duke of Jiucimgham about the Super- 
fcription of a Letter, arm'd £»giiWagainft R-ancf^ 
Madame de Che-vrmfe has play'd a Hundred En* 
^nes, both at Home and Abroad. And did nbt 
the Countefs of Crr/i/fc, from the inmoft Recefln 
of Wbiie-Hall, animate all the Faftions of fyefi~ 
mnPer ? 'Tis a Confolation for us to dpi, that 
tbofe who have a Right '10 govern us, carry thi 
Claic Infirmities about tham as we do j and 'tii a 
■Hill riJjLlji to thbfe that are diftlngtiifh'd by 
:w be made forPleafure as wcHas We. ' 

D J- REFLF^ 
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REFLECTIONS 



UPON THE 



French Tranilators. 



TH E Performances of our Tranilators arci 
generally efteem'd by all the World : Not 
that OUT Ablancourt ^ is to be commended lor bein^ 
critically faithful to his Original j btit wc muff 
admire che agreeable Force of his Hxpreffion^ in 
which we find nothing harlh or oblcure. Vou 
cannot fay there is one (ingle Word wanting in 
him, fur the Clearnefs of the Sence. And op 
the other hand , nothing is fuperflw.ous in him ; 
nothing that isdifguftful, nothing that can be 
par'd off without maiming him. Every Word 
IS, as it were, mcafured, to niake the Period ex- 
H^ , and yet the ^tile does not appear lefs natu- 
ral for it J tho' a Sylable more or lefs , would 
; uin tJKU Harmony, 1 know not how to defcribe, 
whiwh is as agiecable to the Ear, as that of Verfe. 
13ut, in my Opinion, he is oblig d for thefe Ad- 
vantages, -to the Phrafe of the Ancients , which 
rules his own ; for fo foon as lie returns from 
their Genius to his own , as in his Prefaces and 
Letters, he lofcs the beft Part of all thcfe Beau- 
ties : And he who is an admirable Author, whilft 
he is animated by the Spirit of the Greeks and 
Ldtinsy becomes but an indifferent Wiircr, when 
he is only fupporrcd by himfclf. TI:e fame hap- 
pens to the gieateft part of our Tranilators who, 

in 
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in -my Opinion, feem fuflficiencly convinc'd of 
their own Sterility , by making Tranflation their 
Bufinefs : For certainly ^ a Man that places his 
Merit y in communicating the Thoughts of o- 
thcrs, is not very confident of being capable to 
recommend himlelf by his own : However, the 
Publick is infinitely obliged to him for the Pains 
he takes , to bring us the Wealth of Foreign 
Countries , when our own won t fuffice. I am 
not of the Humour of a certain Perfon of Qua- 
Mty of my Acquaintance, who 15 a declared E- 
nemy to all Tranflacions. He is a Learned and 
Ingenious Spaniard * who cannot endure that 
what he has learn d among che Ancients , at fo 
great an Expence cf Tine and L?/DOur, ftiould 
be proflituted to che 1 az'rt?^': J every common 
Reader. 

As for mCjbefi'ies that I im;TOve in a thoufand 
places, J)y the laborious Enquiries of Tranflacors, 
I/hould be glad to fee the Knowledge of Anti- 
quity become more general ; and am well pleas'd 
to find thofe Authors admir'd by thofe very Per- 
ftos , who would have call'd us PeJants, if we 
had mention d them in Company , when they 
^ not underftand them. I therefore joyn my 
' Acknowledgment to that of the Publick j but do 
sot part with my Eftcem ; and can be very libe- 
iilof my Praifes for the Tranflation^when I Ihali 
lie very fparing of them for the Genius of the 
Tranflator. I can fet a high Value on the Verfi- 
ons of Ablancourt , Kw^elas , Dn Ryer , and many 
others, without having any great Efteem for their 
Wit, if they have not difcover'd it by fomething 
of their own compofing. 

Vol. II. D 4 We 
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We have the Verfions of two Latin Poems in 
French Verlje ^ whiph delcrve to. b« as much con* 
fider'd for their Beauty ^ as for the Difficulty of 
t^e JVttempt. That of Brebeuf has been gene- 
rally elieem'd ; and I am neither fo fplenetick , 
nor fo fevere, as to oppofe the I^eputation it has 
got in the World. I will obf^rve^ neverthelefs , 
that he hach carried the Heat of Lucan, in our 
Langusge^ further than it goes in bis own ; and 
tliat by attempting to.equal the Fire of hisPoem, 
he haS; if I may be allow'd the Expreffion^ fil- 
led hinij[el(^ much more. This is what happens 
to Bnbcuf very frequently ^ but he flags loms- 
timcs ; and when Lucan happily hits on the true 
Beauty of a Thought^ the Tranflator falls m^ch 
below him j as if he had a mind to appear Qafie 
and natural ^ when he might be allow'd to exert 
all his Force. You mayobferve a hundred times 
the truth o^ my firft Obfervation^ and tl^e fecond 
will not appear lefs juS to you in fome Places ; 
fpr ^3(ample ^ when Brebeuf is to render / Vi^ix 
caufa Diiis^fUcutt ^ fed'v'iSa Catoni ^ He fays nO 
ipore, than y The Gods ferve Cxfar, CztofiBows 
P.ompey : Whifh mean Expreflion does not an- 
fwer the Noblenefs of the Latin ; befides^ that 
it maims the Sence of th^ Author. For Lucan\ 
who had his Imagination full of the Virtue of 
CatOy intended to raife him above the Gods 3 as 
to the Merit of the Caufe^ which occafion'd the 
Oppofition i and Brebeuf turns a Noble Image of 
Cato raifed above the Gods^ into that of Cato fub- 
jefted to Pomfej. 

. As fof Segraisy he comes infinitely (bort of Vir- 
gil, which he frankly acknowledges himfelf j 
And indeed it would be next to a Miracle^ to be 
able to make a Tranflarion equal to fo excellent 
an Original. Befides, one of the greateft Ad- 
vai^tages oj that Poet, conlifts in the Beauty of 

the 
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Expreffion^ which fare ic raufi be impofGble 
equal in our Language ^ fince it could never 
lone in his own. Segrais ought to. cfontens 
ifblf with having found out the Genius of yir- 
y better than any of our Authors ; for what-« 
r Graces tht^^ NE IS has loft in his Hand^ 
sue affirm , that it by far furpafles all thofib 
ms, which our Gountry-Men have publifli'd^ 
ii more Confidence than Succefi. 
The great Application of Segrais ^ to finii oat 
Genius of the Poet ^ appears no lefs in his 
Ace than in the Tranflation ; and in ipy O- 
lOHj^ he has judg'd well of the whole^ except 
CharaAers. In that I cannot be of his Qpu 
a J and he muft pardon me ^ if I have been 
sleas'd a thoufand times with his Heroe^ and if 
ly hold on this occaflon^ to examine the little 
xic of the good tineas. 

ftjtho* Conquerors u(ually tal^e more care to 
their Orders execi^ed upon Earthy than reli- 
mfly to obferve thofe of Heaven ^ yet fince f- 
r was promised to this Trojan by the Gods^ 'tis 
th Reafon that Virgil has given him a great 
Mniffion to their Wills j But when he defcribes 
a ^ devout^ He oughc to have beftow'd upon 
a a Devotion full of Confidence^ which may 
'cc with the Spirit and Temper of Heroes ; 
{ not a fcrupulous Notion of Religion^ which 
reir confiils with true Valour. A General who 
b)y ))eliev'd in his Gods y ought to raife the 
eatne(s of his Couragej by the Hopes of their 
iftan^e : His Condition would be unhappy , 
bis Belief in chem could not fubfift- without 
perfiition y which at the fame time would rob 
n of the Natural Ufe both of his Underftand- 
^and his Valour. Such an Infatuation it was 
t ruin'd Nldasy who loft the Army of the A- 
tiMs J and h^mfelf too, by a cicdulous and 

fuper-^ 



58 Mifcellaneous Works of . 

fupcrftidous Opinion of the Difpleafure of the 

Gods. It fared otherwil'e with Alexander the Greats 
who believ'd himfelf to be the Son of Jupiter , 
that he might undertake more extraordinary Z^- 
Aions. Scipio , who pretended , or thought he 
had a Commerce with the Gods, made an Ad- 
vantage of it ^ to recover the Roman Common- 
Wealch, and overthrow that of the Carthaginians. 
Ought then the Son of yentts, affured by Jupiter^ 
of his Profperity, and future Glorv, ta fhew his 
Piety only in fearing Danger, and in diftrufting 
the Succefs of every Undertaking ? Segrais upon 
this defends a Caufe that perplexes him^ and has 
fo much AfFe<aion for h!s Hcroe, that he lather 
chufes not to exprels the Sence of Virgil in al( 
its Latitude, than frankly to lay open the fliame- 
ful Fears of poor tineas : 

Extemplo ^neac fulvuntur frigore membri\ 
Ingemity d^ duplices tendens ad fydtrtt f hnai,^ ■ i 
Talia 'voce refert; S ter^uey ifuater^M (" itiy | 

^eis ante ora patrum, Trojx/w^ n^.-f libus aid ' 
Contigit oppeterel Virg. Mtl. Lh, 1. 

I own, that thcfe fa^den ( a-alms will feize u? 
fometimes in fpite of our Iflvcs, through a Defee^' 
in our Conlli:uiion : But fincc Virgil h.^d the Li- 
berty to model e/£»fji*s, according to his own 
Fancy, I wonder he ftinuld give him cne fuf.-ep-- . 
tibleof thefe Flights. Philofophers take a Pridfjl'-^ 
in natural Defects y when they know how ta'^ 
corrcd them by Wifdom : And Socmtes was eafily^ 
induced to confefs rhofe evil Inclinations, whicH^^ 
Philofophy taught him to conquer. B'lt Nature* 
ought to be all Noble in Heroes ; and if by the' - 
ncceflity of the Humane Condition, icmuft (bmc-* 
times njake a falfc ftcp, their Reafon is employee^ 
in moderating Tranfports, not in furmounting* 

Weak- 
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WeakneiTes ; Nay^ many times, their Impulfes 
bare fomething^ Divine in them, which is above 
kealpD ; What is call'd Irregularity in othen, is in 
Aem but a full Liberty, where their Souls difplay 
themfeives in their utmoft Extent. In fine, their 
Inpetttoiity makes that Heroick Virtue , which 
fMt^s our Admiration , without paying a Defe» 
lence to our Judgment. But mean Paffions dis- 
grace them: and if Friendihip (ometimes exads 
Iksm and Affliftions from them , ( like thofe of 
4MUs for Patroclusj and of Alexander iox Hepbe^ 
^'m ) it is not allow'd chem in their own particu- 
r*I>angers and Misfortunes, either to jfliew the 
le Fear, or make the fame Complaints. Now 
f/Smas knows how to fear and lament upon eve^ 
ry occafion that concerns him : 'Tis true , he 
doth the fame for his Friends ; but we ought to 
attribute that, not fo much to a noble and gene- 
rous Paffion , as to an inexhauftible Source of 
Apprehenfions and Tears , which naturally fur- 
ailhes him with them , both for himfelf, and o- 
diers. 

Extempli, Rtitr folvuntur frigore membra^ 
■■ hgiwity d^ Jfiplices tendtns adfydcra f almas. 

V Seized as he is, with this Goldnefs through all 
Kk Members, the fir it Sign of Life we difcover 
%\&m , is his Groaning ; then he lifts up his 
pnds to Heaven , and in all appearance would 
piplore its Succour , if the Condition wherein 
^ good Heroe finds himfelf « would. afford him 
bength enough to raifehis Mind to the Gods, 
.tti^jiray with fome Attention. His Soul, which 
(Oufunot apply it felf to any thing, abandons it 
ftK to Lamentations ; and like thofe dcfolate 
llMowS', who upon the very firft Trouble they 
nect with , wifti they were in the Grave wici; 

their 
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their dear Husbands^ the poor t/Eneas bewails his 
noc not having perifli'd before Troy with HeQor^ 
and efleems them very happy ^ who left their 
Bones in the Bofom of. fo fwet^c ^ and fo dear a 
Country." Some People, perhaps, may believe 
that he fays fo, becaufe he envies their Happi- 
nefs ; but I am perfwaded, that 'tis (or Fear of 
the Danger that threatens him. 

'Tis farther to be obfcrv d ,' that all thefe La* 
mentations begin almoft as foon as the Storm. 
The Winds blow fiercely j the Air is darkned j 
it Thunders, it Lightens, the Billows fwell and 
grow more furious : All this is neither better hop 
worfe, than what happens in all Tempcfts. Yet 
there is neither Maft fpHt, nor Sails torn to pie- • 
ces, nor Oars broken, nor Rudder loft, nor Leak i 
made, for the Water to enter the S! ip ,• Which a • 
Man (hould at leaft have waited ^ before he took ' 
on in Earneft. For there are a thoufand Boys i 
in England, and as many Women in Holland^ who : 
would hardly (hew their Amazement, where the i 
Heroe (hews his Defpair. " s 

Tis methinks very remarkable in f^rgil , that i 
the Gods fhould leave tAine/u wholly to him(e1f ^ i 
when he is qpon the lamenting' Strain. Let him = 
fpeak of the Deftrudion of Troy, in as compaffi- 
onate Terms as he can , they won t interfere to 
moderate his Tears ; but as foon as there's a great 
Refblution to take, or an Affair difficult to exe- 
cute , they won't truft either his Capacity , or * 
his Courage ; and thefe Deities are ready upon 
every occadon to take that upon them , which " 
other great Men are ufed to undertake and exe- 
cute by themfelves. t know very well how yie* 
cefflfary the Intervention of the Gods is to an E* 
fick Poem ; but flill that does not hinder the 
Poet from laying a greater ftrefs upon the Valour 
of his Heroe j for if the ^eroc is too confident; 

who 
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Who in contempt of the Gods^ will take all up* 
on himfelf ^ certainly the God is too favoorable^ 
who in performing all^ quite drowns the Merit of 
the Heroe. 

No Man better underilood this critical Ma^ 
ugemenc of the AffiHance of Heaven^ and the 
I Courage of great Men, than Longlnus. ^ Ajax ^ 
* fays oej finding himfelf engaged in Battel, in a 

. ' terrible dark Night , doth not ask Jufitar to 
' itfeuci him from the Danger he was in ; that 
' had been below him : He doth not ask of him 
^ a fiipernatural Strength to overcome with Se* 
.'. curity ; for then he ^ould have had too fmall a 
$ fhare in the Vidory. He only begs for Light , 

* ^ that he might be able to difcern his Enemies , 
.' and to exercife againft them his own Valour , 

' Dm Imctm ut videain *f. 
The grcateft Fault of the PHARS ALIA is, 

dm properly fpeaking, 'tis nothing but a Hifto-. 

ij in Verfe , where illuftrious Men perform al- 
'JDoft ail things by Methods purely Humane. Pe^ 

Pmius had reafon to blame him for it^ and re- 
- anrks judicioufly^ That fer ambagts ^ Dearum^Ui 

mimfieriay C^ fahulofum fententiarum tormentum fra^ 

m^smdms tfi liter ffiritus ^ ut fotius furentis animis 

Vaticimati0 Mffareat^qudm religiofa oraticnis fub teJUhus 

fiu. But the v^NEIS is an Eternal FaUe>where 
Ae Gods are introduced to manage, and execute 
erery thing. As for the good tAineasy he hardly 
concerns himfelf in any important and glorious 
Defign ; 'tis enough for him , that he dilcharges 
hu Confcience in the Offices of a pious, tender^ 
Ittd Gompaffionate Man. IJfi carries his Father 
his Shoulders j he conjugally laments his dear 

Creufa j 
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Cnufa i he caufes his Nurfe to be interred y and 
makes a Funeral Pile for the txvAy Pilot Palitwrus, 
for whom he iheds a thoufand Tears. 
. Here was d forry Hcroe in Faganifm , who 
would have made an admirable baint among 
Cbrifiians ^ and work'd ^Miracles plentifully. Iii 
ihort^ he was fitter to make a Pounder of an Or- 
der^ than a State. 

To conflder him now as to his Religion, I can 
heartily reverence h's Piety : But if I were to 
judge of him by the Impreflfions that Glory makes 
upon him^ I can never endure fuch a Conqueror^ 
that affords nothing but Tears in Misfortunes y 
and Fears in every Danger that befals him. I ) 
cannot endure that he fhouLd become Mafter of 
fo delicious a Country as Italy ^ with Qualities that )] 
were more proper to lofe his own , than to fub* ' 
due another's. ,i 

Virgil^ was undoubtedly very compaffionate iii \ 
bis Temper. In my Opinion, the reafon whjr ] 
he makes the defolate Trojans complain of lo • 
many Misfoxtunes, was becaufe he found ft ; 
fecret Pleafure in Relenting. Had he not *: 
been of that Confiitution^ he would not have j 
afcrib'd to the good zy£neas Co great an Affedtioif ^ 
for his dear Troy ; for Heroes eafily part with the ' 
Remembrance of their Native Country, in Na- ; 
tions where they are to perform great Exploits; ' 
Their Souls, wholly taken up with Ideas of Glo- 
ry, have no room to entertain fuch trifling En- 
dearments. The Tr^jar.s therefore llioulfl have ' 
been lefs afflided for their Mifcry: Militarjr '. 
Men^ when they ^ipuld excite our Pity for their ^ 
Misfortunes , do, in truths make us only defpife ! 
them for their Weaknefs. But ?y£nea$ particular- ■ 
ly ought to have been taken up with his great 
Defign J and to have diverted his Thoughts troni' 

hU, 
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;U(,paft. Sufferings^ upon the new Settlement he 
iPAS going to make; He, that was decreed to 
blind the Gre^tnefs and Virtue of the Romans , 
mghc CO have had an Elevation and Magnanimi- 
ty worthy of them. 

In other things^ Segrais could not beftow too 
■any Cooimendacions upon the ^^NEIS ; and 
perhaps^ I am pleas'd with the Fourth and Sixth 
Books , as much as he is himfelf. As for the 
Charafters, I muft own^ they don t affed: me ; 
ao4 1 find thofe of Homer as lively as thofe of 

Jly flat and infipid. 

And, indeed, there's no Man but finds himfelf 

elevated by the ImprefTion the Charader of ^- 

cUfej makes upon him. There's no Man to whom 

die impetuous Courage of jijax doth not give 

ibme Motion of Impatience ; neither is there 

any who is not animated ^ and excited by the 

ydour of Diomedes. The Rank and Gravity of 

Agamemnm, mull certainly imprint a Refped in 

C|veiy Reader. Who hath not a Veneration for 

the Gonftimmate Experience and Wifdom of tie-- 

ffti In wiiom does not the deliberate Induftry 

sCtiie fubtle and ingenious Utyjjes raife the Imagina- 

ibn? The unfortunate Valour of HeHor makes 

kfan lamented by all the World ; the miferable 

Condition of old King Prtamus, touches the mofl; 

rii^rate Soul; and alt ho' Beauty has^ as it were^ 

[lltfecret Priviledge , to reconcile the Affedions 

;toit, yet that of Paris and Helena attrads no* 

lUiig but our Indignation^ when we confider the 

Ikod ic caus'd to be fpilt , and the fatal Mi&for- 

IhUKS it drew after it. However it be, every 

thing animates in Hcmtr^ every thing affe^s ^ but 

hVirgil^ who is not tired with the good ^y^neas^ 

md his dear Achates ? If you except Nljus and 

tmalf0s, ( who, indeed, interefs you in all tn ' 

Advi 



6} 



^4 MfeellM^Hs Works of 

Atlvencures^ ) you muft of necefCcy languifii in 
che Company of all che reft ^ fuch as Ilimfm^ 
Seriefitu, Maefib^usy Chantesy Giasj and fuch ocher 
ormnary Mcn^ that accompany an indifferenc 
Leader. 

Judge by chis^ how much we. ought to admire 
the Poetry of f^nfil, fmce in fpite of the fuper- 
lative Virtues of the Heroes of Homer^ and che 
Utde Merk of his own , the beft Criticks will 
not aibw the Latm, to be Inferior to the Greek 
Poet 
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IConfefs we excel in Dramatical Compofiti- 
ons ; and^ without flattering CorneiUe^ I think 
I may prefer many of his Tragedies before thole 
of Antiquity. I know the ancient Tragcdiam' 
have had Admirers in all times ; but am not fA 
fure that the Sublime which is afcrib'd to them^ ii ' 
built upon a good Foundation. To believe that ) 
Sophocles and Euripides are fo admirable, as we artf 
told they are, one muft fancy greater Matters of 
their Works , than can be conceived from their 
Tranfiations; and in my Opinion, Language 
and Expreffion, muft have a confiderable ihare m 
the Beauty of their Tragedies. 

Through all the Praiies which their iiioft 2ea» 
loos and celebrated Advocates give them, tno-> 
thinks one may perceive^ that Greatnefs^ Mag* 

hificenc^ 
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mfiidience^ and abore al]3 Dignity/ were things 
•hey liccie underftood ; Wits they were indeed ;; 
' but cramp'd by the Frugality of a fmalt Rcptrb- 
fiick 9 where a neceflltoas Liberty was all they 
bad to boaft of. When they vveie obliged to re^ 
wtienc the Majefty of a great King^ tbey mside 
Mirid Work wich a Grandeur that was unkrio^vn 
torhem; becau(ethey law n. thing but low arid 
nean Obje^s ^ to which their Sen (es were in a 
manner enflaved. 

. .It is true^ that their Poets being difgufted vvirh 

Ibefe Obje^s^ did fometimes raife themlelves to 

irhac was Sublime and Wonderful { bat then' 

ifaey brought fo many Gods and Godcflfes into 

rheir Tragedies^ that hardly any thing Human 

was to be found in them : What ivas great, was 

fabulous : What was natural y mean and coh^ 

temptible. ' * 

. In ComeiBe ^ Grandeur feems to hav^ atralA^^ 

the laii Perfeftion. Tiie Figures he cmiJoy97 

when he would embellifli it vvirh any Ornaiiieht^ 

«IC proper and fuitable ; but, for the mod fart-; 

henegleAs the Pomp of Metaphors, and dioes 

-ape plunder the Heavens to enrich wih^irsSfiailV. 

;Vfta( is confiderable eno..gh upon- tar h. iih- 

-jirincipal Aim is to penetrate into the Nature -of 

I^XUngs ; and the full Image he gives of them '^* 

^Mkes that Impreilion which picafes Men of 

rScole. .' -..i 

; Indeed^ Niture is* to be admiv'd wherctr^r *e^ 

ftld:ir; and when we have re^ourfe t6 •FiguriL'' 

tiprfc Ornaments^ with which we thiftk to emb^fl- 

ftb our Subject , 'tis many times a tacit Contel*- 

fioa 9 that we know nut what is proper for it/ 

Ipcfais are owing, itioft of ourFigiiiesand >^im'i- 

ki^' which I cannot approve, urJels they are* 

lire, altogether Noble and JlH : Otherwife 'tis 

'|Mrhing clfe but a Trick in the Aurhor to dion a. 

VoL IL E bAivcct, 



*■> 



66 Mifcellaneous WorKs of 

SubjeA 9 which he does not underftand, Ho>x^ 
beautiful foever Comparifons may be, yet they 
fute much better with Eftck Poetry, than Trage- 
dy : In an Efick Poem the Mind feeks to pleafe 
it felf out of its SubjeA j In Tragedy, the Soul 
full of Sentiments , and pofTefs'd with Paffions^ 
does not care to be interrupted by vain flaOiy 
Similes. 

But let us return to the Ancients from whom 
we have infenfibly digrefs'd; and to do them 
jufiice , let us acknowledge that they have much 
better fuccecded in exprefling the Qualities of 
their Heroes, than in defcribing the Magnificence 
of great Kings. A confufed Notion of the Gran- 
deur of Babylon fpoil'd , rather than rais'd their 
Imagination ; but they could not be impofed up* 
on as to Fortitude , Conftancy, Juftice and \Vi(l 
dom, of which they had daily Inftances before 
fhfSiir Eyes. Their Senfes being wean'd from 
Pomp in a mean Republick, gave their Rea- 
ion a greater Latitude to confider Men in them- 
felves. 

Thus nothing took them off from the Study 
of Humane Nature , and from applying them- 
felves to the Knowledge of Vice and Virtue, In- 
clinations and Tempers Hence it is that they 
learnt to paint their Charafters fo well, that . 
jiifter cannot be defir'd, conftdering the Time 
they liv'd in , if we will be contented to know 
Perfons by tiieir Aft ions. cSmeille thought it not 
enough to make them aft ; for he has dived to^ 
the very Bottom of their Soul to find out the Prin- 
ciple or their Aftions { he hath defcended into^ 
their Heart, to fee how their Paflions are form'd 
there , and difcover the mod hidden Springs of^ 
their Motions^ ^ 
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As for the Ancient Tragedians, either they 
faegleft the PafEons by applying [hemfelves to an 
Mad Reprefentation of the Incidents ; or clfe 
ihey make Speeches amidll the greateft Perturba- 
tions, and amufe you with Moral Sentences, when 
ydtt expeA nothing but Confufion and Defpair 
frofh them. 

CmteiUe fflkes hotice of the principal Events , 
and cxpofes as much of the Action as Decency 
dtl' allow J but this is not all : He gives the Paf- 
tfxa all the Extent they require^ dnd leads Na- 
farc, without conftraining or abandoning her tod 
attich to her felf. He has banifh'd from the The- 
atre of the Ancients, all that was barbarous ; he 
h^ fofren'd the Horror of their Drama, by fome 
.ftnder Paffions of Love judicioufly interwoven. 
Jilt then he takes care, all alpnp, to preferve our 
teat and Pity for Tragical SubjeAs that deferve 
Aem, without diverting us from real PalEons, td 
Wiining tirefome Scenes of Lovej which cho* 
Varied an hundred feveral times, are, for all that, 
tbU the ntme. 

As ready as I am to acknowledge the Merit of 
Ihis excellent Auihor, yet I will not pretend, 
that none but his Pieces deferve Applaufe on our 
"nieatre. We have been pleafed and affeded 
Wth t Aiariana , Sofhon'tsba , Akiones , l^encjiam , 
StilUcy Andrornache, Britanni'U!, and manyocherSi 

IKun whofe Beauty I would not be tliought in 
tlii leaft to derogate, becaufe 1 do nor n 
ibbm. E 2 
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I avoid being tedious as much as poffibly I 
can j and will only add^ chac no Nacion can di- 
'fpute with us the Superiority .in Tragedy. As 
for thofe of the haliansy it is not worth the while 
to fpeak of them ; to name them only is enough 
to create a Diftafte. Their * Ptters Feafi wQi^l(| 
make a StoUk lofe all his Patience ; and I neyec 
faw ic aded^ but I wiflit chs Author of the Piece 
had been deftroy'd with his Libertine. 

There are fome old Engliflj Tragedies, whicb^ 
if fome Things were retrenclVd in them ,, might 
be made admirable Plays. In all the reii, writ* 
ten in thofe Days, you fee nothing but a (hape- 
lefs indigefled Mafs ; a Crowd of confufed Ad« 
ventures, without any regard to Time, Place^ 
or Decency , where Eyes that delight in cruel 
Sights , are fed with Murders , and Bodies wel- 
tering in Blood. Should the Poets palliate the 
Horror of them by Relations, as it is the Cullom 
in France , they would deprive the Spedators of 
that Sight which pleafes them mod. 

The Men of better Breeding among them 
condemn this Cufiom, which, perhaps^ owes it9 
Eflablifliment to (bmething inhumane and fa- 
vage : But an ancient Habit, or the Humour of 
the Nation in general, prevails over the Delica- 
cy of a few private Perfons. To die, is fo fmall 
a matter to the EngUJJj, that they want Images 
more ghaftly than Death it felf to affcA them : 
Hence it is that upon very good ground, we ob« 
jed to them, that they allow too much to their 
Senfes upon the Stage. We mud alfo bear with 
the Reproach they return upon us, of pafling to 
the other Extream, when, amongft us, we ad- 
mire 
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mire Tragedies for the little Tenderneffes of Paf- 
fion, which make not an Impreflion ftrong e- 
nough upon the Mind. For this Reafon, being 
fometimes diifacisfied with a Paflion ill managed^ 
weexpeA a fuller Emotion from the Adion of 
bur Players j And fometimes we would have the 
hAoty more tranfported than the Poet, lend Fu- 
ry and Defpair to an ordinary Agitation, and a 
common Grief. 

■ /The Trutji is, what ought to be* tender is with 
M, -gcnerallyVbut foft J what ought to form Pity, 
^rce amounrs to. Tendernefs ; Emotion ferves 
Iff inftead oF Rapture j Aftonifhment, inftea!d of 
Horror. Our Sentiments have not Depth enough ; 
and Paffions , when they are not throughly 
wqrkt up, only excite imperfeA Motions In our 
SbttlSj that neither leave them wholly to^ nor 
(tfanfporc them out of themfelves* . 
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UPON OUR 



COMEDIES. 



EXCEPT 

Thefe of Moliere, in i»hich 
the true Spirit of Comedy 
is found. 

As for Comedy^ which ought to be the Rcr 
prefentation of humane Life^ we havej 
in Imitation of the Spaniardsy made it run altoge- 
ther upon Gallantry ,- not confidering that the 
Ancients made it their BuHnefs to reprcient 
Man's Life according^ to the Diverfity of Hu- 
mours i and that the Sfaniards following their 
own GeniftSy have only painted out the Manners 
of Madrid in their Intrigues and Adventures. 

I grant that the Comedy of the Ancients 
might have had a more noble Air> with fome- 
what more of Gallantry too ; but this was ra- 
ther the DefeA of thofe Ages^ than the Fault of 
the Authors. Now-a-days^ mod of our Poets 
know as little what belongs to the Manners, a« 
in thofe times they knew what belong'd to Gal- 
lantry. One would think that there were no 
more Mifers, Prodigals, foft eafy Tempers, no 
more furly M^rofes to be found in the World j 
and as if Nature her felf were changed, and Men 
had laid afide thefe various Difpoficions, they are 
s^lways reprefcnted under one and the fame Cha- 
mber \ 
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laAer - For what Reafon I cannot tell^ unlefs it 
be (hat the Women of this Age^ think ail Men 
eughc to be Gallants. 

We are ready to acknowledgge that the Wits 
'A Madrid hare a more fruitful invention than 
ours ; and th^s has made us borrosv from them 
moft of our Plots, which we have fiU'd with paf« 
fionate and amorous Difcourfes y and reduc'd to 
more Regularity and Decorum. The Reafon is^ 
ibac in Sfain^ where the Women are hardly ever 
feen^ the Poet exhaufts his Imagination in con- 
ttivkig ingenious ways to bring his Lovers toge- 
lli^ : And in France y wheie the Freedom of 
Converfation is allow'd^ the- Ingenuity of the 
Author is employed in expreffing the Sentiments^ 
.in a tender amorous manner. 

A Sfanifh * Lady, not long ago, was reading 
l)ie Romance o( CLEOPATRA, and after a 
ttdiotis Relation of Adventures, falling upon a 
aice Gonverfation between a Lover and his Mi- 
fireft, who were alike paflionate, WAat a deal of 

Wi$ iU^emftayd is berey faid fhe^ and to what end jo 
fine Speeches when they ate got together ? 

This is one of the prettieft Refle<dions that ev- 
er I heard made in all my Life ; and Cahr^nedey 
Ao* a French-man, ought to have remembred, 
ibac Lovers born in a hotter Climate than that of 
trMm€€y need but few words on fuch occaHons ; 
toe the good Judgment of that Lady would not 
be received in our ordinary Gallantries, where a 
Man muft fpeak a thoufand times of a fham-Paf- 
jgon before he can perfuade his Miftrifs ; where 
lie muft daily complain to her, before he hnds 
an Opportunity of putting an end to that aifeift- 
edPain. E 4 The 
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The PrtcitMft, or Bnkd Lady of Moliert, 
O.iailoii$ in licr C;irr :ige a:> well as Lnngoagfl 
for not (Tiikm^ ofF clie Romancick t Humour 
when her Fiiends were creating for her fo Ta 
riouj an Aftkir as [y1-airiage : But it had beoi 
no fille Nicely with a Gallanr, to have cxped 
ed hi:; DecUration, and giadual Advance in thi 
Condud of an Anicur. 

As for Reg d'Ji ity and Probability, it's no won 
dci" rhey ar« 'da lo be found a.iiong c!ie SpM " 
arji^hiih xht frmcb ; tor as all die Gallantry fi 
the. .S/>Tni jr<// I) deriv'd from the Miuri, ic retaia 
fiijV a certain Tini5ture • f Afrkk, that is fordgf 
ami uiico'ithio other Nations, and con extra 
ordinary ■ to b^^ fi;itcd with the Exadners.n 
Rules. Ii:li>!cs, the Old Whim of Knight En 
rsfltry, coiiuuon to all S;?*i«, fets the Cavalien 

f on odd Had tVeakiQi Afivcncurcs. The younj 
omen too from tbi-'ir Childliood, learn the lame 
jnity from tlieir Bouksof Chivalry, and the fa. 
l.lous Taksof the Women that are ubout thenU 
'ifJv^ noch Scxc» till their minds with the Cimi 
^atici luofl Lovcri , Men ant! Women 
: the fh^rupling of ati smoroui 
SitD'bfi an IndiiTcrcnce unworthy ol 

vcs very regular Mea. 
: i'tcvcr, ncvertbclcfi 1 
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ig thought ridiculous ; for Gentlemen there ' 
ig taken up with yarious Bufinefs^ give nor 
^ to it, as the Sfaniards do in the Idlenefs of 
hid^ where nothing but Love oin put them 
notion* - 

Lt Farts , we are bafifed by the Affiduity of 
dbgf our Court ^ the Difcharge of an Office z 
be Purfuit of an ■ Employment, Fortune but^ 
Uiing Miftrefles in a place, where it is the 
(Mn to prefer that which one owes to himfeli^ 
rhat he loves. The Ladies who are to take 
r Meafures accordingly, are alfo more gal- 
^han paffionate ; nay, and make ufe of Gal-t 
ry xo inflnuate into Court Intrigues and Bu-1 
fs. . There are but few who are not governed 
/anity and Intereft ; and the Gallants an4 
rMiftreifes vie who fhall make the bed ufe one 
mother for attaining their feveral ends. 
ove- however ming;les with tliis Spirit of In- 
fty but it is very leldom the Maner; for the 
iduA that we are obliged to follow in our Af- 
i^^ccnftoms us to fome Regularity in our 
obres^or, at lead, keeps us from Extravagance. 
Sfdm there is no living without Love ; but 
ion called LOVE in France ^ to fpeak pro- 
j^ is no more than to talk of L(n;e^ and to 
tie Vmmity of Gallantries , with Ditlates of Am- 

lide Differences being confidered, 'tis not to 
IMidef^d that the Sfanifii COMEDY, which 
iB^tog but a Reprefentacion ot their Ad« • 

jgrii^y is as irrregular as thofe can be ^ and 
^ibe Pr^cb COMEDY, which deviates but 

eicom the Pradice of our Nation, obfcrves ^ 

toe H^ecoritm in the Reprefentation of our 
fj which commonly we obferve in Reali- 
CO|ifi^> that Judgment, which ought to 
ill .Gountries, has eftabUni'd fome Rules ^ 
... ' which 
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which are no where to be di^ns'd with ; but ie 
is a hard Matter not to make fooie Allowances to 
Cuftom, fince jirifiotie himkU in his^ir; of VO- 
£TRY, places fometimes Perfe^on In that 
which was beil liked at Athmi^ and not in than 
which is really mod perfed. 

COMEPY cannot pretend to greater Fiivile* 
ges than the Lawi, which tho' thoy ought all to 
be founded on Ju^ice, are neverthelefs dt£ferenr, 
according to the different Genius of the People 
who mad$ them. And if we are oblig'd to tp> 
tain the Air of Antiquity j if we mult prefemr 
the Charader of HeroeSj who have been dead 
Two Thoulknd Years ago , when they are to be 
reprefentt^ upon the Stagey how is it poflible not 
to follow clie Humours, and luit our felves co the 
Manners of the Living, when we reprefent Ctt 
their EyeSj what they do every day ? „. 

Neverthelefs, what Authority loever Cuftom 
may challenge, without doubt, Reafon ought tq; 
• have the Prerogative , but yet it ought not to bff 

over-rigid : For in things which are altogether 
calculated to pleafe, as COMEDY, it is unealii 
to be fubjected to too auftere a Continement, ai 
to cramp and fetter thofe Subjeds, where we 
at nothing but Diverfion, 
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O M E D Y. 

So much for rhe French and Sfanl^ Coniediejj 
I'D now give my Opinion of the hailan. h 
viil not fpcak of Antfuta, P^fierFiJo., PhiSii of 
, and other Pliiys ij that Nacuie. I ought 
: better acquainted than I am with the Gr*-. 
,o£ the Italian Language ; and therefore I de- 
ii lo Ii«ak only of Comedies that are aded 
nhe Scagc. What we fee in Frjxce upon 
wi'jij) Theatre, is not properly Comedy, Im^e 
t is no true Piot in ir j no Coherence in the 
no Charafter fliicHy obfervd ; r.or Re, 
r in the Conipolition, at lealt a-ciidiai 
dule* of Alt ; In fhort, 'tis noihioR butj 
■■■' aniODgft fiAril i 
M:Gies, out ofl.'yy c 
proper for the Part t 
:.Tigii(ly, it U no more than (ul 
inont Conceits in the MoudAf 
Py BijfToonries in that of their ^3 
I.': as good Sencei 
Mife Wi: predortf 
chat are borrow 'dJ 
. and EUmaUij oci 
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in an Affedacion of Simplicity^ which hath no- 
thing of true Nature in it. , ^ 

The Buffoons^ 1 grant:^ are inimitable , and of 
an hundred that I have feen ape and mimick 
them, "^ not aqe could ever come near them \^ And 
for Grimaces, Poftures, Motions, Agility, Sup- 
plenefs, ^d diftprting of their Face$ , wbidi 
^ey can vary and alter as they pleafe : It is ceiw 
tain that if one muft be a great Lover of Idle 
Jefting and Drollery , to be taken with what 
he hears , he muft be aUb very grave and cbrjj^ 
, pofed, not to laugh at what he fees : A Man 
would aifed too great a Nicety, not to be pleas'd 
with their ading , becaufe a Critick will not be 
fatisfied with their Difcourfe. \ 

All Reprcfentations wherein the Mind has no 
Ihare in the Entertainment, are tedious at long; 

Run; neverthelefs they fur prize, and are agreeaJ \ 
ble for fome time before they tire us. As Buf-i* ' 
foonry diverts not a Man of Breeding, but by i 
Intervals , it ought to be ibon over ; and the 1 
Hearers fliould not have time enough allowed j 
them, to reflcd: upon the Exadnefs of the Dif-^ 1 
conrfe, aift confider what is truly natural. 'Twere' I 
well if they obferv*d this Ccindud in the Italian J 
Comedy , where a gi eater Mortification comes \ 
upon the neck of another ; and the Variety in* j 
(lead of relieving us , brings us only fomething \ 
new to tire us. , 

The Truth is, when you are wesry of the Buf^ f. 
fions that have too long kept the Stage, the Laz/^ 'l 
ers (lep in next to compleat your . Perfecution. 
This , in my Opinion , is the worft of Punifh*^ 
mcnts to a delicate and nice Man , who would , 
with more Reafon, prefer a fpeedy Death before '^] 
tlie Patience of hearing them, than the Lacede^Vi 
monian in BpccaUni had ^ when he chofe the GzU \l 

lows, j 
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lovsj. before the Reading of the tedious Hiftory 

of the War of Fifa , written by Guichardin * • 

If any Man over fond of Uving^ is able to en- 
dure \o killing a Fatigue^ inftead of fome agree- 
able Diverfity to refrelh hisMind^all the Change 
|io finds is the Impertinence of a Doctor that 
plagues him infinitelv more. I know^ that to' 
leprefent the Follies of a Pedant aright, he mv& 
i)b made to turn all his Difcourfe upon that fort 
of Learning he is Matter of j but that without 
everanfwering one fmgle Queflion , he Ihould 
(^ ia Thoufand Authors , with a Volubility that 
Its him out of Breath ; this is to bring a Mad 
Jan upon the Stage , who ought to be fent to 
BiMam^ and not juftly to reprefent the Imper- 
licence of a Pedantick Scholar. 
, P^tranius goes a different way to wprk , when 
he' ridicules Eumolpus. The Pedantry of Sidias is 
pO^uynfc managed by Tbeopbile ; That of Cariti^ 
i$s\n the Facbeux or Moroje of Moliere, is altoge* ' 
4ier exaft ; and nothing can be cut off from ic^ 
vitbout disfiguring the whole Pieces Thefe are 
ridiculous Scholars who may be pleafantly e- 
^_jgh reprefentcd upon the Stage : But is it not 
moft wretched Diverfion for a Gentleman to be 
gued with a pitiful Pedant, whom Books have 
lotted ; and who^ as 1 faid, ought carefully to 
Ihat up^ to conceal from us the. Frailty of our 

; humane 
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♦ InflantiffiHWxnente fiipplico, che per tutti gPanni della 
Vita lo condannefTero a remare in una Galea, che lo 
:re tr^ due muro, e che per Miiericordia fiNo lo Scor-* 
wiO vivo ; perche il legger quei Dircorfi Ssnzi fine , 
Coniigi' tanto tediofi, quelle frcdiflime Concioni, fatte 
^preCi d'ogni vil Colombaia, era crepacuore che fuperava 
i eraculei inRkri, &e. BO CCJL. RasguagU d^ P^r^ 
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tNitkiane Condition^ and the Mifery of dur Nd« 
uire ? 

But I muft not launch otit too far in my Ob- 
fervacions upon the Italian Comedy. To funi 
up chen, in a few words, what I have fufficiently 
enlarged upon^ I fay^ that inftead of agreeable Lo- 
vers^ you have nothing but affected Talkers of 
Love ; inftead of natural Comedians, incompa- 
rable Buffoons ; but ftill they are Baffbons : In- 
flead of ridiculous Pedants y wrietched mad Scho 
ars : There is hardly any Part but what is fdrc*d^ 
unlefs it be that of Pantalm , which is the leaft 
efteem'd , and yet is the only one that does noc ' 
exceed the Bounds of Probability. 

Tragedy was the chief Delight of the aiicienc > 
Common- wealth ; and the old Romans endow'd^ ] 
only with a rough Virtue , introduced no othti \ 
Examples in their Theaters , but fuch as might^ 
fortihe their natural Difpofition , and edtertaifl'^ 
their habitual Fiercenefs and Auiterity. WheM" i 
Politenefs of Converfation , was joyned to thelf'| 
Greatnefs of Soul, then they began to take Dli^ j 
light in Comedy, and fometimes they were ples^^ ] 
fed with Noble Ideas , and fometimes diverted^ ] 
with agreeable ones. * j 

As (oon as Rome grew corrupted , the RomaUt j 
foifook Tragedy , and could not endure to fed! 
upon the Stage any fevere Reprefentation of th6.^ 
ancient Virtue. From that time, to the Ruin of ^ 
the Republick , Comedy was the Recreation of I 
the Great Men, the Diverfion of the Polite, and 
the Amufement of a People either grown loofc, 
or civiliz d. ^ 

A little before the Civil Wars,thc Ttomrm wertfj 
again animated with the Spirit of Tragedy: their 
Genius fecretly difpoflng and preparing them fof « 
the fatal Revolutions that happen'd iifterwardiii 
Cafar wrote one, and many Perfons of Quality 1 

did 
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\\hc like. The Troubles ceafing under ^ngtt^ 
^ and Peace bdmg reftor'd and fettled^ all furcs 
Plealures were cultivated^ Comedies came 
lin into Vogue ; the Pantomini were in Cre» 
i and Tragedy ftill preferv'd a great Reputa* 
B: Under the Retgn of Nero , Seneca was ta* 
1 up with dire Speculations y which fet him 
on writing thofe Tragedies that are ftill ex« 
It. When Corruption was at the Height, and, 
De Univerfal, the Pantctnini wholly ruin'd both 
a^sdy and Comedy ; Wit had no more (hare 

Plays ; and all they aim'd at , was to divert 
\ Spedators with fuch Poftures and Motions^ as 
mid give them Voluptuous Ideas. 
The Modern Italians think it enough for them 
be warm'd by the fame Sun, to breach the fame 
tj and to inhabit the fame Country with the 
cicBC Hpmans : But they leave to their Hiftori- 
%9o calk of that fevere Virtue which the Ha- 
■V praAis'd ; and therefore think they have no 
od of Tragedy, to animate them to hard and 
Eculc Things , which they have no mind to 
As they afFeA the Sofcnefs of an or- 
and the Delights of a voluptuous Life , • 

dKy love Plays that have relation to both, 
hk has introduc'd that mixture of Comedy , 
A Diverfion of Mimicks , which we fee upon 
I the Stages ci Italy. And this is almoft all that 
■ be (aid of xhcltatian^y who, as yet, have ap- 
tft^d in France. 

Ail the prefcnt Adors of their Company are 
aierally good Comedians , even thofe that a& 
MPers ; And to do thetn neither Injuftice nor 
IviNir, I muft own, that they are excellent 
Iwers, who have very bad PJays. Perhaps they 
■- make no good ones ; perhaps they have rea- 
l-DOt to have any ; For as the Earl of Brrjtol 

was 
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■ 

wasj oneday^ objefting to Cintbioy Thac ther> 
was not Probability enough in their Pi^es j he 
anfwer'd^ That if there were more^ go^i Comediams\ 
Tifitb gp$d CoffiedieSj might go fiarve^ 



OF THE 

ENGLISH 

COMEDY 



THere is no Comedy more confomable to 
that of the Ancients ^ than the Englilby as 
for what relates to the Manners. It is not a mecc 
piece of Gallantry full of Adventures and amo« 
rous DiTcourfes, as in Spain and Frjince ; But a Rfi4 
prefentation of the ordinary Way of living , ad- 
cording to the various Humours ^ and different 
^ Chsraders of Men. It is an Alcbymifi , who by 
* the lllufions of this Art^ feeds the deceitful Hopei 
of a vain Curiofo - It is a filly credulous Coxcomb'^ 
whofe foolifli Facility is continually abufed ; il 
is fometimes a ridiculous Politician y grave and com^ 
pos'd , ftarch'd in every thing , myfterioufly fuC 
picious , that thinks to find out hidden Defigns ic 
the moft common Intentions^ and to difcover Ar- 
tifice in the moil innocent Adions of Life : Ic i| 
a whimfical Lover ^ a fwaggering BuUy^ a Pedaa- 
tick Scholar^ the one with natural Extravagancies] 
the other with ridiculous Affedations. The Trutfc 
is^ thefe Cheats and Cullies^ thefe Politicians and 
other GharaAers fo ingenioufly devifcd, are car^ 
ricd on too far, in our Opinion ^ as thole which 

ar€ 
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^ to be feen upon our Stage ^ are a little to6 
faint to the Relifli of the EngUjh ; and the reafori 
of that, perhaps, is, becaufe the Evglijh think too 
much, and we, commonly, hot enough. 

Arid indeed , we are Iktisfied wirh the firft I- 

mages of Things j and by flicking to the bare 

OutHde, we generally take Appearance for Reality ; 

and the eafie and free for what is natural. Up«.'n 

this Head I (hall oblerve, by the by , that thefti 

two laft Qualities are fometimes moft improperly 

confounded : The Eafy and the Natural agree 

well enough in their Oppolition to what is Stiff 

ind Forcd i but when we arc to dive inco the 

Nature of Things , or the Natural Humour of 

Perfbns, it will be granted me, that the Eafy 

will (carce carry us far enough. There is fome- 

thing within us, fomerhing hidden , that woi.ld 

difcover it felf, if we founded the Subjeft a little 

more. It is as difficult for us to enter in, as for 

the EngUjh to get O'jt : They become Matters of 

the thing they think on, tho' they are not fo of 

their own Thoughts. Theu- Mind is n.,: -ir left, 

cren when they poffefs their Subjcd ; they tlill 

dig when there is no more Ore to be ^ot ; and go 

beyond the juft and natural Idea, which ought 

i^l dways to be maintain d,by carrying their Enqui- 

it| ries too far. 

The Truth is, I never faw Men of better Un* 
iifderftanding than the French , who apply them- 
i^fdves to confider Things with due Attention j 
Lrl and the Englijh, that can fhake off their :oo deep 
' i*rMeditations , to return to that Faculty of Dit 
u>|6ourfe, and Freedom of Wit, which, if poflible, 
out;ht always to be had. The fineft Gentlemen ill 
^tiihe World, are the French that think, and the En- 
inJljfi|b that fpeak. I fhould infenfibly run inro too 
ar-lgeneral Confiderationsj and therefore niuft re- 
A Vol. 11. F affume 



' « „( comedy.^"/; t"n4W«.'*iJ 
*? >; aii4 outs. I' R,(.uUr-.iy o' " wiiUouM 

cannot "l™ „of (torn *"" „( ,riunhapP> JV 



i4. MifcelUmeoUs Works of 

Our Miliere^ whom the Ancients have infpifcd 
with the true Sqirit of Comedy^ equals their Ben 
yobnfon in reprefenting truly the various Hu- 
mours and different Ways ot Men y both obfer- 
ving in their Charaders a juil Regard to the pe- 
culiar Tafte and Genius of their : own Nation: 
I believe they have both carried that point as far 
as the Ancients ever did j But ic is not to be deni- 
ed y but that they had a greater regard to their 
Charaders than to the Plot 3 which might have 
been ' better laid together^ and more naturally 
unraveird. 
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Duke of 5 17C JC /N G Hil 31^ 

I Have long had a Defire to tell your GRACE 
my Thoughts of Of eras , and to acquaint you \ 
with the Difference 1 have obferv'd betwixt the J 
Italian t and French way of Tinging. The occaH- 



i 

on ' 



* George Villicrs , Duke of Buckingham , wbo died in ^ 

1687. - 

t The letter to judge of tbg Diftrenee between the ItaliM 

/miFrenchOPER/iS, /ftf tie Parallel gf the Freflch ani '■ 

ItaWans at to Mufick and Ofera\ written hy the Abbe &»• ■ 

gueact. - 4 
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<m I had ^ of fpeaking of ir^ at the Dutchefs of 
Mniarine\ has rather encreas'd chan fatisfied that 
Defire ; therefore I will gratify it in the Dif* 
courfe I now fend to your GRACE. 

I (hall begin with great Freedom^ and tell your 
Grace^ that I am no great Admirer of Comedie;s 
in Mufick^ fuch as now»a-days are in Requeft. I 
confefs ^ I am not difpleafed with their Magnifi- 
cence ; the Machines have fomething that is fur- 
prizing } the Mufick^ in fome places y is charm- 
iog ; the Whole together feems Wonderful : But 
it muft be granted me alfo. That this Wonderful 
is very Tedious; for where the Mind has fo little 
to do^ there theSenfes muft of neceflity languillu 
After the firft Pleafure that Surprize gives us , 
the Eyes are taken up^ and at length gcow weary 
of being continually fix'd upon the fame Objeft. 
In the beginning of tfte Conforts , we obferve 
the Juftnefs of the CoKcerds ; and amidft all the 
Varieties that unite iS ^ake the Sweetnefs of the 
Harmony^ nothing efcapes us. But 'tis not long 
before the Inftrunjjnts ftun us ; and the Mufick 
is nothing elfe to 6ur Ears but a confufed Sound 
that fufFers nothing to be diftinguifh'd. Now how 
is it poffible to avoid being tired with the Hecha- 
tivo J which has neither the Charm of Swg^ 
nor the agreeable Eneigy of Speech? 

e Soul fatigued by a long Attention, wherein 
it finds nothing to zffc£t it , feeks fome Relief 
within it felf ; aud the Mind which in vain ex- 
peded to be entertained with the Show, either 
gives way to idle mufmg, or is diffatisfied that it 
has nothing to employ it. In a word, the Fa- 
tigue is fo univerfal , that every one wiQies him- 
fclf out of theHoufe, and the only Comfort that 
is left ro the poor Spe<5latops , is the hopes that 
the Shew will foon be oven 

Vol. II. F 5 The 
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TheReafon why, commonly, I foon grow wea- 
ry at Operjs, is. That I never yet Ikw any which 
appeared not to mc dcfpicablc , both as to the 
Contrivance of the Subjcd:, and the Pc:etry. Now 
it is in vain to charm the Ears , or gratify the 
r.yes, if the Mind be not fatibfied j for my Soul 
being in better Intelligence with my Mind than 
Avith nvy bcnfcs, ftrugglcs againfl the Imprcffions 
wlucii it may receive, or at Icaft docs not give 
an agret':iblc 0>n(cr.c to tlieiu , without which 
even the molt dciigiitfLil Objcdts can never af- 
foid iuc iiiiy grciric PleaCure. .\n Lxtravagance 
icz c-irwiLli Aiulick, Dances, Machines, and fine 
Scciu:, is a rompous Piece of 1 oily, but 'tis Hill 
a It liy. TiiO' the Embroidery is rich , yet the 
Ci».::ijrid It is wrought upon is fuch wretched Stufl" 
tna' ii oflf^.nus the bight 

'J'hcrc is anorlicr i'hing in Or^vrns fo cc ntrary 
to Natuic, tliar 1 cannot be icconciled to it j and 
tiiar is the Tinging of the whoic Piece, from be- 
ginning to end , as if the Perions reprcfcnted 
were ridiculouliy match'd, and had agreed to 
treat in Mulick boch the moll common, and mod 
im[)ort:int Atlairs of I.ile. Is it to be iniagind 
that ii Mailer calls his Servant, or (ends him on 
an Ln and, (inging ; that one Priend imparts a 
S.e:rct to anotlier, linging : That Men deliberate 
in Council, Tmging; That Orders in tinie of 
liatrle are given , ringing ; and That Men are 
nieloili(Juily kill'd with Sword and Darts. This 
is the downrij^ht way to lofe the J.ife of Reprc- 
lentation , which without doubt is preferable to 
that of Harmony ; for Harmony ought to be no 
moic than a bare Attetidant, and the great Ma- 
ilers of the Stage have introduced it as plealing , 
not as neceflary , after they have performed all 
fhat relates to the Subjed and Dilcourfe. Never- 
fhelcfs^ our Thoughts run mofc upon the Mufi- 

cian 
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cian than the Hero in the Opera : Lu'i^i, di'uaUoy ' 
and Ctfti y are ftill prefent to our Imagination. 
The Mind not being able to conceive a Hero 
that Sings^ thinks of the Compofer that fet the 
Song; and I don't queftion but that in the Operas 
at the TalaceRoyal , Bapti/f is an hundred times 
more thought of than Thtfeus or Cadmm. 

I pretend not, however, to banifh all manner 
of finging from the Stage : There are fome things 
which ought to be Sung, and others that may be 
Sung without trefpaffing againft Reafon or De- 
cency i Vows , Players, Praifes, Sacrifices, and 
generally all that relates to the Service of tha 
Gods, have bctn Sung in all Nations, and in all 
times ; T«nder and Mournful Paflions exprefs 
themfelves naturally in a fort of querulous Tone j 
the Expreffions of Love in its Birth j the Irrefo- 
lution of a Soul tofs'd by different Motions , are 
proper Matters for Stanzas, as Stanzas are for 
Muifick. Every one knows that the Chorus was 
introduced upon the Grecian Theatre, and it is not 
to be denied, but that with equal Reafon it might 
be brought upon ours. So far, in my Opinion, 
Mufick may be allowed : All that bclungs toCcn- 
verfation, all that relates to Incrij^ues and Atfuirs, 
all that belongs to Council and Adion, is propter 
for hStors to rehearfe , b.:t ridiculous in rhe 
Mouth of Muficians to fing. The Grecians made 
^ admirable Tragedies, where they had fome fing- 
ing I the Italians and the Freruh make bad ones, 
where they fing alh 

Would you know what an Optra is? I'll tell you 

that it is an odd Medley of Pcttry :;nd Mitjick^ irh-crf 
'. in the Poit and Mufician^ tf^urJIy Currfined one by :ht c- 
: tbtTy take a world of Pains to compnjc a wretched Per- 
\ firmance. Not but that you may find agreeable 
brds and very fine Airs in our Operas ; but you 
rtil more certainly find, at length, a Diflike of 
•^ Vol. 11. F 4 ^he 
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the Vcrfes, v/hcre the Genius of the Poet is fo 
crampc ; and be cloy'd with the finging, where 
the Mufician is Tpcnc by too long a :5crvice. 

If 1 c*^cu^ht my I'cli capable of giving Coun- 
fel to Pc'Tons of Quality , who delight in tliC 
Theacre^ 1 would advile them to take up their old 
Rehfli for good Comedies, where Dances and 
Mufick might be im.odixcd. That would not, in 
the Icaft hare ths Rcprcfcntation : The Prologue 
rr^ht be fiing wi.!*' an agreeable Confortj In 
the ' ^ntermcda finginu; rn'j;''t animate Words that 
fhould h : ::• the Life of what had been repiefent- 
ed J after ti.. iv./^ of the Play the Efd'.gue niight 
be (Ur ^^yyj\{'ox\\t\WX\. 'd ... .-.on the fine(t Things 
in ihe Hlayj vvhich w*^w.l • • '-(v. '^u i'-ica, and 
rivet the Impreflions they had m.ide upon the 
Spcdators. Thus you might find enough to fa- 
tibfie boih the Senfes and the Mindj wanting nei- 
ther the Charmr. of finging in a bare Reprefen- 
lacion, nor the ikauty of Acting in a long con- 
tinued Couifc c f iViufick. 

It remains that 1 give you my A^^ice in gene- 
ral for all Comc-vlics, whjrc any fingi:)^ is ufed j 
and rhat is to Icjvc ru the P()cc*s Dilcrction the 
whole Managcnicnc ot the Piece. The Mufick 
n^uH. bj m.jc for the Words, lathcr than the 
Words for the Mulick. The Mufician istofoU 
lovv the Poet's Dircdions J only, in my Opinion, 
B.'ptijl Luli IS to be exempted , who knows the 
Pilli.jns bwicer, and enters farther into the Heart 
of Man than the Authors themfelves. Cambtrt f, 

without 
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•.widiout doubt ^ hath an excellent Genius ^ pro- 
per for an hundred different forts of Mufick, and 
all well managed wirh a juft Symphony of Voices 
and Inftrunients : No Rtdtutzvo is better under- 
ftood , nor better diverlificd than his j But as to 
the NatiiTe of J^stffions, and the quality of the 
Sentiments that arc be expreifcd , He ought to 
receive from the Authors il^ofe Lights which 
Luli: can j<ive them j and fubmit to be direded , 
when Lttldi, th:oi:gh the Strength of his Genius, 
may i-f^H -^ ?*':.' 'V'd to be thcDirciftor. 

Before i p..r -in tnd to my Difcourfc, I will 
tcil your Gia.:e, v.h?K a (mail Llteem the Italians 
have for cur O/cr. j, and how great a Diflike thofe 
of /;«/y give i;s. 1 he haitatis who apply them- 
fdvcs whrilly to tliC Kepiclentati^.n, and take a 
particular Cnre in cxpicflGng things, cannot en- 
dure that we fnould give th^ Name of Opera to 
a Mixf.re of Dar.ccsand Mufick^which have not 
a natural KeUtion, or exact Connexion with the 
Surject. 1 he French on the other hand , accu- 
liom'd to the Beauty of their Entries , the De- 
lightfulnefs of their Airs , and Charms of their 
Symphony, cannot endure the Ignorance, or ill 
playing of the Inftrumcnts in the Operas of ye- 
nitty and are wearv of a long Rtcltativo , which 
becomes tedious lor vyant of Variety. 1 cannot 
[ properly tell you what this RKCITATIVO of theirs 
I tf • but I know very well that it is neither fmg- 
log nor reciting ,* it is fomewhat unknown to 
^ Ancients, which may be defined an awkward 
Vft of Mufick and Sfeccb. I confefs I have found 
lUogs inimitable in the Opera of Luigi, both for 
t Exprcdion of the Thoughts^ and the Charms 
'the Mufick ; but the common Reeisativo was 
iccfim • lafiMnuch that the Italians them- 

\ thofe fine Places ^ 
»<eldoia Ifhall 

in 
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ina few Words fum up the greateft Defeds of 
our Operas : One thinks he is gcing to a Repre- 
fentation , where nothing will be reprefented j 
and expeAs to fee a Comedy , but finds nothing 
of the Life of Comedy. 

So much I thought I might fay concerning the 
diflferent Conftitution of Opiras. As for the man- 
ner of fmging , which we in Frame call E XE- 
CUriON, (inEnglifli, PERFORMANCE.) 
I think^ without Partiality , that no Nation can 
juftly Vie with us. The Spaniards have admira- 
ble Pipes ; but with their vvarblings and (ha- 
kir.gs , they feem to mind nothing in their Ting- 
ing, but to out-rival the Nightingales. The ha^ 
linn finging, is either feign'd , or at lead forc'd: 
Tor want of knowing exactly the nature or de- 
gree 6f the Paflions , thf.y burtt out into Laugh- 
ter y rather than fing , when they would exprcfs 
:my Joy ; if they figh , you fliall hear violent ; 
Sobs lorm'd in the Throat, and not Sighs, which 
unawares efcape from the Paflioa of an amorous ■ 
Heart ; inftead cf a doleful Tone, they fall into 
the loudcft Exclamations ; the Tears of Ab- 
icncc, are with them the downright Weeping at 
a Funeral j Sadncfs becomes (o foirowful in their 
?vicr.ths, that they roar rather than complain j.! 
and (bmetimes they exprefsa languifliiiij^Paflion, i 
as a natural Fainting. Perhaps, there may be at | 
prefcnt fome Altetation in their way of Tinging • 1 
and by converfing with us , they may be impro- j 
ved as to the Juftnefs cf a neat ExwHtion, as we 
are improved by them as to the Beauties of a 
Itronger and bolder Compofition. 

I have ktv\ Plays in EngLnJ, wherein there i^ J 
a great deal of Mufick j but to fpeak my Thoughti 1 
with Difcrction, I could not acci.ftom my felf to "^ 
the EngHpi fmging. I came too late to find a Relifli 

io 
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in that which is fo differenc from all others. 
There is no Nation that affords greater Courage 
in the Men, more Beauty in the Women , nor 
more Wit in both Seves. 'Tis impoffible to have 
ever)' Thing j and were fo many go(.d Qualities 
are fo common, Ws no great Niirfortane that a 
good Tafle is a Rarity there. 'Tis certain, that 
it is very rarely to be found , but thofe Perfons 
that have it, poff-jfs it in as eminent a Degree of 
Nicenefs and Perfedion, as any in the World ; 
being diding-ifii'd from the reft of their Nation, 
dclier by an exquilice Art , cr by a moft happy- 
Genius. 

Solus C ;.Jiir. ■: vA.it ^ nonc but the Frtnch^mioi 
Jings : I v/ili noc b- lb injurious to all other Na- 
tions, as to n^.aincain what an Author has pub- 

lifh'd , Hi.'J^rAii flit y rl.l'.t h.ihis y Girm/ivus boat ^ 
lUndtr ululutf^^ i.-'ifs (j illns c.z7j:m. I fhall leave 
tfctfe pret:3' Diitinctions v. i:h the Author, and 
only beg leave co b.i.l: my Opinion by the Au- 
thority of Lti'^Jy wl.o would not endure that the 
Itsbans fhould piecend to ling liis Airs, after he 
bad heard them (ur.g by Kj-.r: y iriiire, and the 
little Vannne^ On his ret\rn co V.?// he n:ade all 




of a French Mouth. He maJe liccle Account 
rf our Songs, except thole of BciJJ^t , which he 
limired ^ as weil as the Ccnforc of o:.r V iolins , 
Lutes^ HarpfiCLrJs, and Organs ; And hc^¥ 
VOdd he have been charmed v.ich our Flutes ^ 
V diey had been then in Ule : It is moft certain, 
iltgitbc was much cilgufled with the ilarfhnefs 
Ac greateft Maiters cf 7;,?;/ , when he had 
lieard the fweet Toucii^ anc agreeable man- 
the FnncL 

^ I 
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I (liould be too partial, if I infifted only upon 
our Advantagest: Therefore 1 muft own, that no 
Pcc^ple Iravc a flower Apprehenfion both for the 
true Sen(e of Words, and for humouring the 
Thought of the Gonipofcr,than the French. There 
are but few that Icfs underfland the Quantity , 
and that with greater Difficulty find out the Pro- 
nunciation ,• but when, by long Study, they have 
I'urmounted all thefe Difficulties, and are Mafters 
of what they fing , iiothing comes near them. • 
The fame thing happens to us in our Inflrumcn- 
tal jVIulick, and particularly in Conforts , where 
we can pretend to nothing very fure or juft , till 
after an infinite Number of Rehearfals j but when 
once we are perfecl in them, nothing can be fo 
juft and fine. The It, . Hans ^ for all their profound - 
^kill in MhCiJf. , bring their Art to our Ears , 
without any Swcetnefs. The French ^noi fatisfied 
to take away from ^\\^ Skiil , the firft Hcirfhnefi 
that lliews the f.^'^o '= • » ^he Conipofition, find 
in the Beauty of their i^ci lormance , as it were 81 . 
Charm for our Souis , an ' 1 know not vvhat that '^ 
touches J which they carry home to the very 
Heart. ^ 

i forgot to ^p ak to your GRACE about Ma^ ' 
chims^ fo eafie it iifor a Man to forget that which ,t 
he would have laid alid'^. Mjcbines may facisfief' 
the Curiofity of ingenious Men , that love Ma-j ^^ 
rhematical Inventions, but they'll hardly Pleafe 
Perfons of good Jadgmcnt in the Thearre,- The ;* 
more they furprize , the more they divert the !. 
Mind from attending to the Difcourfe ; and the \:^ 
more admirable they are, the lefsTcndernefsand '^ 
exquifire Senfc they leave in us,to be touch'd and ^ 
charni'd with the Mufick. ;- 

The Ancients made no Ufe o^ Machines ^ but ;^ 
when there was a ncceflUy of bringing in fbme J, 
GoJ i .n n-, the Poets themfelvcs were generally f 

laughed 
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hnghed at for fuffering themfelves to be reduc'd 
CD cfaac Neceffity. If Men love to be at Ex- 
: pences^ let them lay out their Money upon fine 
Scenes^ the ufe whereof is more natural and more 
agreeable than that of Machines. Antiquity ^ 
iriiich cxpos'd their Gods , even at the Gates , 
ind Chimney Corners; Antiquity, I fay, as vain 
ind credulous as it was, expofed them, neverthe- 
1^ but very rarely upon the Stage. Now the 
kfef of them is gone, the Italians in their Ope- 
m-j have brouj^ht the Pagan Gods again into the 
Vbrld; and have not fcrupled to amufe Men 
Mdi thefe ridiculous Vanities, only to make their 
'Reces look great,by the Introdudion of that dast- 
fi^ and furprizing JVondtrfuL Thefe Stage Dei- 
fehave long enough abufed 7r^/;r ; but the Peo- 
fie there being happily undeceived at laft, are 
£fgufted with thofe very Gods they were fo fond 
rf before ^ and have retum'd to Plays , which , 
18 Truth, cannot pretend to the fame Exadnefs, 
ke are not fo fabulous, and which, with a little 
ladulgence, may pafs well enough with Men of 

Scnfe* 

It hath happen'd with us as to our Gods and 
Machines, what happens with the Germans as to 
te Modes and Fafliions : We now take up what 
llhe balians have laid afide ; And as if we would 
e for the Fault of being prevented in the In« 
ition , we run extravagantly into a Cuftom 
ich they brought up prepofteroufly. In Truth, 
cover the Earth with Deities, aAd make them 
dance in Troops , whereas, they made them def- 
with Difcretion, and on the mod impor- 
It Occafions. As Ariollo carried too far the 
itulerful of Poetry , by a vain Profufion of Pa- 
les, fb we drain even Fable it felf by a confufed 
Aembly of Gods, Shepherds, Heroes, Enchan- 
^ AppsntionSj^ Furies, and Devils, 

I admire 



I ' 
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I admire Luil/i, as well for the Diverfion of 
Dances^ as for what concerns the Voices and In* 
ftsuments ^ but the Conftitution of our Operas 
muft appear very extravagant to thofe who are 
true Judges of the Probable and the Wonderful. 
Neverthelefs ^ one runs a Riique of having his 
Judgment call'd in queftion , if he dares declare 
his good Tafte j and I advifc others y . when 
they hear any Difcourfe of Operas , to keep 
their Knowledge a Secret to thsmfelvcs. For 
my own part^ who am paft the Age and Time of 
iignalizing my felf in the World by the Inventi* 
on of Modes, and the Merit of New Fancies, I 
am rcfolv'd to ftrike in with good Scnfe , and to 
follow Reafon though in Difgrace, with as much 
Zeal^ as if it were Hill in as great Vogue as for- 
merly. That which vexes me mod at this our 
Fondnefs for Operas , is. That they tend diredly 
to ruin the fineft Thing we have, I mean TRA- 
GEDY^ than which nothing is more proper to 
elevate the Soul ^ or more capable to form the 
Mind. 

After this long Difcourfe, let us conclude,That 
the Conftitution of our Operas, cannot be more 
faulty than it is. But it is to be acknowledged 
at the fame time,That no Man can perform aiore ; 
than LuUiy upon fo an ill-conceiv'd a Subje<5t,and 
that it is not eafie to out-do ^inault^ in what be* ,< 
longs to his Part^ 
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DISSERTATION 



UPON 



The Word VA S T, 



T O TH E 



Gentlemen of the French 
ACADEMY. 



AFTER I had condcmn'd my felf as to the 
Word VAST , I was in Hopes the World 
would have been farisfied vvich my Recantation : 
Bat (ince the Gentlemen of the A C A D £ M Y 
kive thought iic to add their Cenfure to mine^ [ 
declare my RetraSatkn was not Sincere y but the 
aiere Effec^l of Comflaifa7Jce ; and a voluntary Sub- 
:iiuflion of my Thoughts to thofeof Madam Ma-- 
\%Mrin. Therefore I refume againft them^ that Rea- 
:fon which I quitted for her fake, and which every 
'Vell-bred Man would take a Pride to lofe to 
her. 

We may difpute with the Gentlemen of the 
, AC AD E MY the Privilege of regulating our 
[Language , as they pleafe. It doth not depend 
[Upon Authors to aboiidi old Terms becaufe they 
tiflike them, and to introduce new ones accord- 
|iDg to their own Fancy, All the Favour we can 

do 
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ral : Would it not be reafonable then to oppofe 
thefe Corrupters ^ that would fubvert the good 
and true Style^ to give us anothec inftead of it, 
as little proper to exprefs Noble Sentiments ^ as 
delicate Thoughts ? 

But what have I to do to recal what's paft , or 
CO forefee what's to come? I acknowledge the 
Jurifdiaion of the ACADEMY ; let 'em there* 
fore deciie, whether V A S T be a Word in Ufc 
or no ? So far as this comes to^ I will fubmit to 
^ their Judgment : But to know the Force and 
Propriety of the Word , to be fatisfied whether 
'tis an Imputation, or an Honour, they mud give 
me leave to confult Reafon. This fmall Dif- 
courfe will fhew , whether I have a true Notion 
of it, or no. 

I maintain'd. That this Term VAST GENI- 
US, was taken in a good or bad Senfe^ accord- 
ing to the things that were joined to \s ; that a 

Mind, yafiy Admirable^ Tiercing^ fignified a wm- 

dtrful Capacity ; and that on the other fide , a 
GENIUS VAST and IMMODERATE, was 
a Genius that loil it felf in rambling Thoughts ; 
in bright^but airy Ideas ; inDefigns- too great,ancl 
not at all proportioned to the means that may 
render 'em fuccefsful. 

This Opinion , methinks , was moderate c- 
aough i 1 have now a mind to deny that VAST 
can ever be a Commendation ; and on the o- 
ther Hand, I maintain that nothing is capable of 
redifying that Quality. Great is a Perfedion in 
Minds : Faft always a Defed. A juft and regu-i 
lated Extent makes the Great; an immoderate 
Greatnefs the Vafi. VASTITAS , fignifies an ex- 
ceffive Greatnefs. The Vafi^ni the Drtadful^ 
have a great Affinity one with another. Vafi 
Things differ mightily from thofe that make an 
agreeable Impreflion upon us. VA ST A SOLI- 

7UD0^ 



Monfieu^ de Su Evremond. 9S( 

TUDOy is not one of thofe Solitudes, that af- 
ford a delicious Repofe , that charm the Misfor- 

. tunes of the Miferable ; 'tis a wild Solitude , 
where we are frighted with being alone ; where 
we regret the Lofs of Company; where theRe- 
tnembrance of Loft Pleafures afflids r.s , and che 
Senfe of prefenc Misfortunes torments us. A l^cfi 
Houfe offers fomething ghaftly to the Sight, f^afi 
Apartments never made any Perfon defirous of 
living in them : Vnfl Gardens cannot have euher 
the Agrceablenefs which is owing to Art , or 
chofe oraces which Mature produces. K// Fo- 
rcfts put Hs into a Fright ^ the Sight lofes it felf 
m looking over Vafi Plains. Rivers of a reafo- 
hablfcGreatncfs give us theProfped of fineBanks^ 
and infenfibly charm us with the Pleafantnefs of^ 
their gehtk Streams, Rivers too large , Over-' 
flowings and Inundations difpleafe us by the 
Noife and Violence of their Billows , and our 
Eyes cannot with any Pleafure behold their Vafi 
Extent. Savage Countries that are uncultivated j 
Conntries ruin'd by the Defolation of War; 

» Lands forfaken and abandori'd , have fomething 
of Vafinefsy which produces, as it were, a fecrct 
Horror within us. Vafius ^ qmfi <vafiaim\ Vaft, 
figniiies almoft the fame with laid wafte , ffoird , 
and ruind. ket us pafs from Solitudes, Forefts, 
Plains, and Rivers , to Living Creatures and 
Men. 

Whales, and Elephants are call'd VAST^^ & 
immanes Bellua. That which the Poets hava 
feign'd moft monftrous ; as the CjdopSj and the 
Giants, are nam'd K'fi. 

i VASTOS^E ah rupe Cyclofas 

Profficio ■' 

• VASTA fc mole movent em 

T^fiorem Polj^hemum.—- Virg. MiiCid. LibJIL 

Vol' H" G 2 Amongft 
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Acnongft Men , thofe that exceeded the ordi- 
nary Stature , thofe whom bignefs or height di- 
flinguifli'd from the reft , were call'd by the La* 
tins, VAST A Corpora. 

VASTUS has obtain'd fo hvjk to be applied to 
Cuftoms and Manners. Crao , who had other'^ 
wife fo many good Qualities y was a Perfon 
VA S TVS morlbusy according to the Romans. Hc 
had nothing of Elegance in his Difcourfe ^ no- 
thing of Grace , either in his Perfon or his Afti* 
ens : A rough favagc Air attended all he did. 
The Germans y who at prefent are cWiliz'd and 
polifh'd in many Places, lov'd formerly, that e- 
very thing about them Ihould have fbmething of 
Vaftnefs. Their Habitation , their Attendance , 
their Equipage, their AlTemblies, their Feftivals, 
VA S TU M ali(]uiJ redokbant ; that is to fay, they 
were pleas'd with an immoderate Greatnefs^ 
wherein there^as neither Politenefs nor Orna^ 
ment. I have obferv'd, that the Word Vafius hath 
four or five different Significations in Clctroy but 
all in an evil Senfe. 

VASTA* Solitudo, VASTUS t & ^grefih , 
VA ST A & II immanis beUua, VASTAM & hiantem 
orationem % . The nK)ft ufual Signification of 
VA S TUSy is, too fpacious , too extended , too 
great, immoderate. % 

It may be replied. That VASTE in French, does 
not fignify what VASTUS may fignify in 
Lathy in the full extent of its Meaning. I con- 
fefs it ; But why fhould it not keep the mod na- 
tural. 



* Cicer. in S$mn, Scip. SeA. 6. 

t Le Oratore Lib. I. Seft. 25, 

H De Div'm. Lib. h Sed, 24. 

X Rhetor, ai Hiftnn. Lib. IV. Seft. X2« 
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tural, as well as LlBEHjr, FAVOUR, HONOilR, 
AFFLICTION, CONSOLATION, and a thoufand 
Words of the like Nature keep theirs ? Bcfides, 
there is a Reafon for FA ST, which cannot be 
pretended for the reft ; 'Tis this , that we have 
never a French Term that cxpreffes fully and tru- 
ly, what the VASTUS of the Latins can exprefsj 
sftid furely we did not make it French to encreafe 
the Number of Words , which fignify the fame 
thing J but to give our Language a Word which 
it really wanted. We think with more Force 
than we exprefs our felves : Some Part of our 
Thought always flays behind ; we very feldom 
communicate it entirely j and 'tis by a Spirit of 
Penetration , more than by the Intelligence of 
Words, that we enter abfolutely into the Con^ 
ceptions of Authors. Neverthelefs^as if we were 
afraid to underftand aright the Thoughts of others, 
or to have our own comprehended , v^q weaken 
thofe very Terms that would otherwife have 
Force to exprefs them. But in fpite of our felves, 
VAST will preferve in Freneb the true Signification 
it has in Latin. We commonly fay too Vafi, as 

we lay too InfoUvt^ too Extravagn7ny too Covetous^ 

and ^tis the Excefs of a vicious Quality, Wc 
don't fay Vajt enough, becaufe ENOUGH fup- 
pofes fomething juft and reafonable ; whereas, as 
fooa as a Thing is Vafi, there is an Excefs, there 
is too much ; Enough can never agree v;ith it. 
Let cs now examine particularly the VA S T 
MIND , or SOUL , fince that's the Subjed of 
the Queftion. 

That which we call MIND,or SOUL,is divided 
into Three Faculties, the Judgment, the Memory ^ 
and the Imagination, or Fancy, The Judgmtnt may 
be commended for being folid, profoLnd , nice 
in difcerning, jutt in defining ; b..t, in my Opi- 
nion , no Man of good Senfe will ever give ic 
Vol. IL G 5 tlic 
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the Quality of Vaft^ 'Tis a common Expreffion^ 
That fuch a one has a Memory ha^fjy faithful , fit 
to receive and preferve Images : But I never hc^rd 

any one call it Vafi^ except once '^ , and chac too 
prepofteroufly , in my Opinion, Fafi may be 
applied to ah Imagination that rambles^ that lo- 
fes it felf, that creates Vifions and Chimaera's. I 
am not ignorant , that fome have pretended ft) 
Praife Ariftotle , by attributing to him a vafi Ge- 
nius 5 they believ'd too, that this very Epithet of 
Vafiy was a great Commendation to Homer. We 
hear it often faid, that Alexander y Pyrrhus ^ Cati^ 
line, Cafar , Charles the Vth, and Cardinal i^'ci6«* 

Utit, had. K^sr SOULS j but if we take the 
Pains to examine them well, we (hall find that 
their great Works, and their great Adions, ought 
to be afcrib'd to the Qualities of their Minds j 
and their Errors and Faults imputed to the 
Predominance of P\^fi. They had fomething 
of Vajlnefs , I own it j but ftill it was a Vice 
in them , and a Vice not to be pardon'd , but 
in Confidcration of their Virtues. It is ah Er- 
ror of our Judgment to value them for what 
cannot he excufcd but by Indulgence. If 
they had not been almoft always great, we 
fhculd not forgive them for being fometimcs 
Vufl. Let us come to an Examination of their 
Works and A<ftions ; let us aflign to each Quality 
the EfFcds that really belong to it ^ and begin 
with the Works of Arifiotlc 



Hi 



IS 



* He means Patni. N. B. However 4>ur Author*i 
Oh/efvat'ion may hdd in French, *tis certain it does not in 
Kn^lifh; vphert the Word WiHis often elegantly jifed with 
Memory. 
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His Treatifc o( TOETKTii one of the moft 
finifli'd ; but to what are owing fo many judici- 
ous Precepts, and fo many juft Obfervations, but 
to the Clearnefs of his Judgment ? No Body will 
fay , that it was to his Vafl Soul. In his P0L7- 
TIC K S , which may ftill ferve to guide Legi- 
ilators^ he (hews himfelf wife, prudent, and skil- • 

fill in regulating the different Conftitutions of 
iStates : He was by no means l^afi. No Writer 
CT€r pierced fo far as he into the Heart of Man , 
as one may fee in his MOi{ALS^ and in his 2?H£- 
TDRICK, in the Chapter about the Vajjions. But 
this he performed as a Philofopher , that knew 
bow to make profound RefleAions j that had ex- 
aftly (ludied his own Motions ; and nicely ob- 
ferr'd thofe of other Men. Don't found the 
Merit of Vafi upon that , for it had no Share 
therein. ArifiotU fliew*d properly a Vafi Genius 
in his PHTSICKS , and to that we may truly af- 
crfbe all his Errors ; by that he loft himfelf in 
his Principles, in his own Materia Frimaj in the 
Heavens, in the Stars, and in the reft of hisfalfe 
Opinions. 

As for Homer ^ he is admirable fo long as he is 
purely Humane j juft in his Charafters j natural 
in his Paffions ; wondertiil in knowing and ex- 
preffing well what depends upon our Nature. 
When his Vajl Genius leads him to talk of the 
Gods, he fpeaks of them fo extravagantly, that 
Tlato banift'd him out of his Republick as a 
Mad- man. 

Seneca was in the wrong to reprefent Alexander 
as a rafli Advemurer, who ov/d his Grandeur to 
his Fortune. Vlutarch fscms, in my Opinion, to 
have Reafon on his fide, when he attributes the 
Conquefts of AUy.:.ndtr to his Valour, more than 
to his good Fortune. In efFcA, confikr Altxjn- 
Jkr at his firft Accsfficn to the Th-^* ".i you 
Vol. II. G 4 v/ill 
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will find, that he (hcw'd no lefs Conduft than 
Courage , in fettling himfelf in the Dominions 
of his Father. A Contempt of this Prince's 
Youth, encourag'd his Subjeds to rebel , and his 
Neighbours to take up Arms agaanft him ; he 
punifli'd the Seditious, and vanquilh*d the Reft- 
lefs. When this Storm was over , his next Step 
was to get himfelf chofen General of the Greiks. 
againii the Perfans^ and thefe Meafurcs were fo 
well concerted , that one could not have expeft- 
ed more juft from the moll confummate Po- 
licician. Thus being chofen , He undertook 
the War ; and made the Lieutenants of Dmus^ 
and even Darius himfelf ^ commit a Thoufand 
Faults y without making one himfelf. If the 
Greatnefs of his Courage had not made him pafs 
for a rafh Man, by the Dangers to which he ex- 
pofs'd himfelf, his Conduft would have left us the 
Idea of a Wife and Prudent Prince. I defcribe 
him to you^ Great , and Politick in all the fine 
Adions he performed. But you muft needs have 
him Vajt y and 'tis that fingle Quality that fee 
him upon all his extravagant prepofterous Under- 
takings. An unbounded Defire of Glory^ engag'd 
him in a very foolifh War againfl the Scythians : 
An immoderate Vanity perfuaded him chat he 
was the Son of Jufittr. Vafi extended as' far as 
his AfBidion , when it carried him to facrifice 
entire Illations to the Mams (ox Shade) of Ephefii- 
on. After he had Conquer'd the great Empire of 
Darius ^ he might have been contented with the 
known World ; but his Vafi^ Mind form'd the 
Defign of Conquering another. As Vafty he un- 
dertook his Expedition into India^ where his Ar- 
my threatened to abandon him ^ and where his 
Fleet was near being loft; from whence he re- 
turn'd to Bahilmy melancholy, difturb'd^ uncer- 
tain , diftrufting both Gods and Men. Are 

not 
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not thefe noble Effeds of the Vafi Soul of AleKan^ 
der? 

Few Princes ever had fo 'uafi a Mind as Pjr- 
rbMs : His famous Convcrfation with Cineas, which 
every one has heard of , is a fufficienc Proof of 
it. His Valour and Experience in War gain'd 
him frequent Victories ; his 'uafi Spirit that pufli'd 
at all things ^ would not give him leave to ac« 
complifh any one of them. He engag'd in £n- 
terprize upon Enterprize, in War upon War, but 
without EfFed. Tho' he was a Conqueror in 
Italy, in Sicil/y in Macedonia , and where-ever he 
came , yet his Power was no where well efta- 
bliOi'd ; his Fancy ilill prevailing over his Rea- 
foo, threw him upon new imaginary Defigns , 
that hind red him from making any Advantage , 
even of good Succefs. 

Catiline is exclaim'd againft as a deteflable Per- 
fon : The fame Charadler had been giVen of Ca^^ 
far, if he had been as unfortunate in his Under- 
taking, as the former was in his. It -is certain, 
that Catiline had as great Qualities, as any of the 
Romans. A Noble Birth, Courage, Vigour of 
Mind, Strength of Body , Notili gtncre Notns , 

magna w animi & corporis , C^c. He was SyllaS 

Lieutenant , as well as Pontfcy was; of a Family 
much more Illuftrious, than chat of the laft, but 
of lefs Authority with the Party. After the 
Death of Sylla, his chief Aim was to get thofe 
Employments in the Republick, which the other 
had the good Luck to carry ; and if nothing 
vas too great for Pompeys Intcreft to obtain, no- 
thing was high enough for tiie Ambition of Cati* 
line to purfue. What was impoffible, appeared 
to him but extraordinary ; and the extraordinary 
feecn'd to him common and cafy,(<//57C/5 jinimus 
immoderata, incredibilia, nihus alfa cupitbat. 

By 
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By this you may fee what a Relation there is 1^. 
twecn a VAST Soul, and immoderate Things, 
Good Men condemn his Crime^ Politici^n§ blame 
his undertaking as ill-contrived ; for all chofe 
that attempted to opprefs the Common-wealth, 
except him, had the Favour of the People, and 
the Aififtance of the Legions to fupport them. 
Catiline had neither one, nor t'other of thefe Sup- 
ports; his Induftry and his Courage fupplied the 
place of qj^erjf thing elfe, in that great and diffi- 
cult Affair. He himfelf got together a Body of 
Soldiers that had hardly any Arms or Subfjftencc j 
and yet thefe Troops, under all thefe Difadvanta- 
ges, fought with as great Obftirtacy, as ever 
Troops did. Every Soldier fiiew'd the Audaci- 
oufnefs of Catiline in the Fight, as Catiline fhew'd 
the Capacity of a great Captain, and the Stout- 
nefs of the braved and moft refolute Soldier. 
Never did Man die with fuch noble Bravery and 
Firmnefs. Tis difficult even for the bell Man to 
read this Battle, and be very much of the Repub- 
lick's fide againlt him ; 'tis impoflible not to forget 
his Crime, and pity his Misfortune. He might 
have fecurely gotten a great Power, without in- 
fringing the Laws. This ambitious Man, fb 
VASTin his Projeds, always aim'd at Power, an4 
at length engaged in that Fatal Confpiracy , that 
proved his Ruin. 

Who was greater , or more dextrous than de^ 
jar ? What Addrefs, what Induftry did he not di(l 
cover in fending home that prodigious Multitude 
of Switz^nrs, who endeavoured to fettle themfeves 
amongll the Gauls? It requir'd as much Prudence 
as Valour to defeat and diflodge the Germans^ and 
he equally difplay'd, both thofe Talents.He (hew'd 
an admirableDexterity in managing the Cauls^ im- 
proving their private JealoufiGs to enfnare them 
by the help of one another. Something of 

Vast, 
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PAST, chat mingled with his Noble Qualities^ 
made him forfake his Ordinary Meafures to un- 
dertake the Expedition of Britain. A chimerical 
Expedition, vain in regard of his Reputation, and 
alCogecher unferviceable to his Interefts ! What 
Stratagems did he not make ufe of to remove the 
Obftacles that oppofed hisProjed of Sovereignty? 
Ha undermined the Credit of alt the Good Men 
thac could fupport the Republick. He made Cicero 
be banifh'd by CWiW^who had been familiar with 
his Wife. He gave fo mu^h Uneafinefs to Catullus 
and LucuBtis, 'th^t they left all Bufmefs. He ren- 
dred the Integrity of Cdto odious, and the Great- 
nefs of Pompey fufpefted. He made the People 
rife againft the Afferters of their Liberty. Thus 
yon lee how Caftr play'd his Cards againft the 
Defenders of the State. Let us confider how he 
carried himfelf towards thofe that adifted him to 
overturn it. His Inclination for factious Perfons 
difcover'd it felf in Catiline s Confpiracy ; he was 
a Friend to the latter, and a fecret Accomplice of 
his Grime. He courted the Friendfhip of Clodimy 
a Man violent and rafh. He joyn'd Interefts with 
CraJftiSy who was rather rich, than a good Citizen. 
He made ufe of Tompeys Acquaintance, to gain 
Reputarion * But as foon as 'twas thought high 
dme to clip- the Wings of his Authority^ and to 
prevent the Eftablifliment of his Power, he left 
no Stone unturn'd to ruin Pompej. He fecured 
Anthony in his fide ; he gain'd over Curio and Dola-- 
kHai He retained to his Service Hirtius, Oppius, 

{iMus, and all the Stirring, Bufie, Bold, and Da- 
ring; In fhort, all that were capable of bringing 
about under him, the Ruin of the Commonwealtli* 
Meafures fo fine and artificial ; Methods fo fecret 
and fo delicate ; Anions all tending to one Cen- 
tre; fo much Diflimulation, fo many fubtle 
Fetches cannot be afcrib'd to a VAST Soul ; 

his 
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his FaultSj hii Misfortunes, his Ruin, and 
Death can be imputed to nothing elfe. It 
this VAST'bA'mA that hindred him from cnflaTii 
Upme as he might have done, or from governii 
it as he ought. 'Tis this that gave him i 
Thoughts. of making War upon the Peiihh 
when it isjas morencceffary for him to have ma< 
fure of the liemant. At that uncertain Critii 
JunAure, when the Romtnt were neither Ciiizenr 
norSjbjeds; when Crf^dr was neither Magiftrate, 
nor Tyrant ; when h^violated all the Laws of 
the Republick, and could not fct up his own : 
Being perplexed , anfeiled , loft in VAST I- 
deas of his imagin'd Grandeur ; not knowing how 
10 rule his Thoughts, nor his Aifairs, he offcndcij 
the Senate, and yet truRed the Senators j lie aban- 
don 'd himfelf to faitblefs and ungrateful Men, whif 
preferring Liberty before all Virtues, cholc raihcr 
to murder a Friend and Bcnefai^or, than to havo^' 
a Mafter. Commend, Gemlenien, commend 
VAST Soul i it coft Cttfar both his Empire 
his Life. 

S^nn-w, who judged well enough of the Mei 
of Men, ufed to prefer cA«r/rf the Fifth to all t' 
Men that Ear^if ever prodoced fince the Time 
the Remmt. I will not pretend to determine 
nice a Cafe, but I am enclin'd to believe, that lul 
natural Pans, his Courage, his Aflivity, liis Vi' 
gour, his Magnanimity, and his Conftancy m^dc 
him more confiderable then any *Prince of his 
Time. When he took upon him the Government 
of his Dominions, he found Sf-iin revolted againft 
Cardinal Ximcnti who was Regent there, at " 
whofe fevere Humour, and intradable Hehavioi 
were infupportablc to the SpaniarJi. CbMtiW, 
oblig'd to go to Sfti'm, and taking the Maoagi 
mcnt of the Afiairs out of the hands of Ximmts 
into his own, all the Grandees retnrn'd inimedi 
atcl' 
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ately to their Duty^ and all the Cities to their 
Obedience. CharUs the Fifth was more Politick^ 
or more Fortunate than Francis the Firft, in their 
Competition for the Empire j Francis was more 
Rich and more Powerful j Charles carried it by 
his Fortune^ or by the Superiority of his Genius. 
The Viftory of P«vw, and the taking of Rome^ 
put into his Hands a King of Frana and a ^ope : 
A Triamph^ that furpafs'd all thofe of the ancient 
Romans. The great League of Smakald was de- 
feated both by his ConducS:^ and his Valour. He 
Chang'd the whole Face of Affairs in Germany ; 
transferred the EleAorihip of Saxony from one 
Branch to another ; t mean from Frederick, who 
was difpoffefs'd, to the Houfe of Maurice, who 
had foUow'd the vidorious Party. Religion it felf 
was cnflav'd to Vidory ; and received from the 
Will of the Emperor the famous 7 NTE KIM*, 
whi^h will never be forgotten. But this t^j4ST 
Soul embraced too many Things^ to regulate any 
one in particular : He did not confider chat he 
could do more by others^ than by himfelf ; and 
at that very time when he thought he had fubdued 
^pme and the Empire , Maurice turning againit 
him the Armies which he feem'd to command for 
bis Service^ was fo near fur prizing him in Infprucky 
that he forc'd him to fly in his Shirt , and to 
retire in all Hafte to IViUacL It is certain^ that 
Charles the Fifth had great Qualitie53 and perfor* 
med very great AcSkions ; but this FAST SOUL, 
for which he is applauded made him commit ma- 
ny Errors^ and brought many Misfortunes upon 

him 



* This was a kind of Regulation vhicb Chti\e%Y th. m.ide 
in 1548* ' concerning the Articles of faith which he would 
have tB b€ genet ally tmhrac^dhn Geimany, till a Council W 
iecM^thc JUmcrt in CQutravrfie. 
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him. To that are owing his fatal Undertakings 
in Africk^ and feveral other Defigns, as ill pro- 
jefted^ as they were ill executed j To that are 
owing thofe Voyages and Travels from Nation 
to Nation^ wherein there was rtiore Fancy than 
Tcal Intereft. Tis this VAST Soul, that made 

the Sfaniafds call him a Knight ^ Errant^ and gave 
an Occafion to thofe that did not love him to look 
upon him as a greater Traveller than Coniquerour. 
Admire Gentlemen^ admire if you pleafe, the 
Virtue of the VAST Sprit i It turns the Hero into 
a Knight-Errant ; And gives to Heroical Truths 
the Air of Fabulous Adventures. 

I could (hew that thi( fame Spirit was the 
Gaufe of all the Misfortunes of the laft Duke of 
Burgundy y as well as thofe of Charles Emanuel, 
Duke of Savoy. But I am impatient to come to 
Cardinal nicbelitu , to difcover in his Perfon the 
different EfFeds of the G/JE^T and the VAST. 

One may fay of Cardinal Rjchelieu ^ that he 
had a very Great Genius; and as it was Great ^ 
he brought extraordinary Advantages to our 
Kingdom ; but as it was fometimes Vafi , he 
brought us alfo to the brink of Ruin. When he 
firft came into the Mini dry, he found that Franct 
was govern d by the Couniels of i{pme and Ma- 
drid. Our Minifters received all the Impreflions 
that Cardinal Marquemont * gave them ; and the 
Pope manag d this Cardinal ^ as the Spaniards 
manag'd the Pope. The King, who was as jea- 
lous of the Grandeur of his Kingdom , as any 
King could be, defien d within himfelf to follow 
the true Intereft of it. The Artifices of thofe 

that 
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that govern'd, made him follow that of Strangers. 
And if Cardinal Bjchelieu had not fat at the 
' Helm^ this Prince, who was naturally an Enemy 
to Spain and Italy ^ had been a good Spaniard y or 
good Italian^ in fpite of his Averfion. I will in- 
uance in a Paffage that's little known, but very 
true: Cardinal Mar^uemom writ a long Letter to 
Cardinal Richelieu concerning the Bufinefs df the 
Vakoline j and to be in Favour with this new Mi- 
nifter, he carefully inflrufted him in all the nice 
Meafures that a Man ought to obferve, when he 
has any thing to do with the Italians and Spaniiirdu 
Cardinal Richelieu^ for an Anfwer, fent him four 
lines^ t(f this Purpofe : 

Tie KitJg bath cbangd his Council^ and the Council 
their Maxims^ an Army will be fent to the Valtoline 
ivbich Jball make the Pope wore coTnflianty and oblige 
the Spaniards to give us Satisfaition. 

Monfieur de Marquemont was much furprized 
at the Eloquence and Smarcnefs of the Letter, 
and yet more to fee the new Spirit, that now be- 
gan to inform the Miniftry. As he was a Man 
of Parts, he aker'd the Schfcmc of his Conduft, 
^ «nd begg'd Pardon of the Minifter, for being fo 

Erefumjptuous as to give him Inflrudions, which 
imfelf ought to have received frbm him : Ac- 
knowledging he was in an Error to believe, that 
die Spaniards would be ever brought to a reafbna- 
blc Treaty , by a bare Negotiation. Monfieur 
de Senc£ferre often faid , That this fliort Letter of 
Cardinal Richelieu to Cardinal Marquemcnt , was 
the firft that Ice People into the Secret of this Ml- 
nifter'fi Defign to pull down the Power of Spain, 
and to reftore to our Nation the Superiority ic 
ha4 lofl. But before any thing of Importance 
CQu'd be undertaken abroad , ic was neceifary to 
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be iecure at home : and the Hugonot Party wis 
fo confide'rable in France y thac it feem*d to com- 
pofe anothei^ State within the State. This did 
hot hinder Richelieu from reducing them. As the 
War had been unfortunately carried on in the 
Miniftry of the Conftable de Lu)nes ^ he W^ o- 

to fall upon a new Scheme , and this pfo- 

EifeAs full as happy ^ as the other had 
done the quite contrary. It was agreed on aA 
Hands , that RdcheUe was the Soul of the Party. 
There it was that Confulcations were held 3 and 
Defigns form'd: the tnccrefts of a Hundred and a 
HundredCities united there^and't was frgmtbencd, 
that a Body compos'd of fo many feparate Parties^ 
receiv'd Life and Motion. Therefore there was 
nothing elfe to be done ^ but to take RocbeUt, 
and when.that fell , all the reft muft fall of courfe. 
But when the Strength of the Place came to be 
confider'd ; when they thought on the vaft Num- 
bers that wou'd defend it ; and the Zeal of thofe 
that would engage in it's Defence ; when they 
refleded how eafy it was to relieve it ; when 
they faw the Sea free and confequcnrly the Gates 
open to Strangers , then they believed that to be 
impregnable , which had never been taken. 
In fhort , all but Cardinal Richelieu defpair'd of 
any PofTibility to reduce it. He was in Hopes,and 
his Hopes made him form the Defign of this great 
Siege. In the Deliberation 3 all Difficulties 
were removed j in the Execution all conquer'd. 
Men (hall eternally remember that famous Dyke^ 
that ftupendous Work of Art , which ofFer'd Vio- 
lence to Nature it (elf ^ and gave new Bounds 
to the Ocean. They fhall always remember the 
Obftinacy of the Befieg'd ^ and the Refolution 
of the Befiegers. To what end fhould we make 
a longer Difcourfe i Rochelle was taken ^ and it 
was hardly furrendred , when a greater Entcf- 
prizc cali'd us Abroad. The 
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The Dukedom of ALntua coming by Sucer 
fion to the Duke of Ntiwrs , Frjnce had a mind 
to ferric him there ; and Spain rais'd an Army 
to prevent us. The jbmperor , Lrtder Pretence 
of fccuring his Right , hut indeed with a Defit^n 
10 lerve Spain , march'd fomc Troops into Ir.jy , 
9nd the Dute of Savoy , who had embraced the , 
InteJefts of the Houie of j^tujiria ^ had eng;)gt:d 
to ilop us at the PalTage of the Mountains y to 
gifc the Sfafihrds and (trmnnt Leifure to execute 
their Defigns. So many Oppoficions were co no 
purpofe : The Pals ci Suzs^ was forced j the Hmpc* 
rors Army was entirely ruin'd; Spinqli died with 
Grief for not taking 6/jG/ ; and the Duke of AV- 
vers being acknowledged Duke Muntnay rcmnin'd 
in quiet Poffeffion of his Dominion. Whilit the 
Emperor's Army waited it leif in Italy , Gufl^'VHi 
Kin^ of Swtdm was enp/^i^ed to enter Gamavj ^ 
where he won Battles , :00k Cities , and exten- 
ded his Conquells from the HJnck-Sta to the sz-- 
ry Rhine. He was growL-i^ rc.o Powerful for us, 
when he was kill'd ; and his Death left the 5wf- 
Jij too Feeble to fupport our Interefts, Here it 
was that C^irdinal RlcLrlUa fhew'd the Mafter- 
piece of his Politicks. He retained the Troops 
that were deiirous of marching home to S'u/e^ 
JLn j He confirmed the good IntLnrions of a 
young Queen not well rixVi in her Throne j and 
made himfelf fo furc o\ General B.mer , that the 
War was maintained under a now Keign , with 
as much Vigour , as it had been under that great 
King. When the Duke of W^ymar , apd Maref- 
chal de Horn h^d loft the Battle of Norlivghm^ 
Cardinal RicMieu redoubled his Succours; lent 
great Armies into Germany ; ftopt the Proj<refs of 
the Imperial: fls , and gave the SwaUs an Oppor- 
tunity . to retrieve the Affairs in the Empire. 

Vci. il. H Al! 
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All this was performed by Cardinal Richelieu , 
as he was Great 3 Magnanimous y Wife and Re- 
folute. Now let us fee what he did by his F^ST 
SOUL. 

The imprifoning of the Eleftor of Trurs gave 
tis an Occafion , or at leaft a Pretence ^ to de- 
clare War againft the SptinfarJs ; and this Defign 
was worthy of the Great Soul of Cardinal RieBe- 
Ueu : But that VAST Spirit , which fomc afcii- 
bed to him , loft itfelf in fo many various Pro^ 
je<%s. He took fuch falfe Meafures abroad ^ and 
gave fuch ill Orders at home , that our Affairs , 
in all likelihood , muft have been ruin'd. The 
Cardinal entertained the moft fantaftical Defign 
chat ever was form'd : which was to attack Flm^ 
Jers behind ^ and to cut off its Communication 
with Germany , by the means of the Maefe. He 
imagined he might take Brujfels and reduce the 
Low-Countries at the fame time. In order to that 
he fent an Army of Thirty five thoufand Men to 
joyn the Prince of Orange in Brabant. But in- 
fiead of inclofmg Flanders between the Maefe and 
the Somme^ he fhut up our Army between the F^r* 
srejfes of Flanders and thofe on the Maefe ; info- 

much that there was neither Provtfions nor Am- 
munition in our Camp ; And without amplify- 
ing the Matter , the Mifery , was fo great a- 
mong us 3 that after we were 'obliged to raife the 
Siege of Lowvain ^ defended by fome Scholars 
only 3 the Officers and Soldiers return^ into 
France . not in a Body like Troops , but Strag- 
gling , begging an Alms for their Subfiftence ^ 
like Pilgrims. See what the VAST SPIRIT of 
the Cardinal produced by the fantaftical Project 
of joyning the Two Armies! This Great Ge- 
nius , whofe Thoughts were too diSufed^ took 
yet worfe Meafures the following Campaign; 
The Enemies forced the Count dt Soifsons , who 

defended 
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diefended the PaiTdge oi Rt^j ^ with an inconnJe- 
rkble Body. Having pa(s d the Somme ^ thiy 
made thetnfelves Matters i>f the Field ^ took obr 
Cities y which they found unt3rovided with all 
-Things ; carried Defblttion 4is far as Co^piegne , 
2nd Terror even to Paris. A fine Commdndatt- 
on for Cardinal njcbelieu , that his Projeds were 
V4Sri The very Quality , which the G^ntli- 
-0ien iQi the ACADEAfl value lb highly , made 
him commit full as grofs Faults in the Campaign 
tifAire. He undertook a great Siege in Flan- 
Jers , at the fame time that the Count of Sojjfms 
entred Chamf^gne with an Army. HarJiy had 
we taken Amy but the Marefchal de U Meillcra^'i 
was defeated , and the City befieged by the Ene- 

£y. If the Count had not been killed after he 
id -won the Bictle of Sedim'^ , we might hare 
cxpeAed the greateft Diforder in the World , 
tonfidering what a Difpofition the People were 

E' en in. Had the Gentlemen of the ACADEAfT 
en particularly acquainted with Monfieur de 
Turemte , they would hate plainly found that th^ 
VAST Spirit of the Cardinal was by no liieans ap- 
proved by hirti. That wife General admir*d a 
hundred Qalities of this Great Minifter , but he 
could not endure the VAST^ for which he is com- 
mended. *Twas that caufed him to affirm, Tb.^t 
Cardinal Mazarin was wiftr than Cardinal Riche- 
lieu ; that the Dejtgns of Cardinal Mazarin were Jufi 
m§d K^tilar j tbofe of Cardinal Richelieu gmi , 
ht nBtfo weU Concerted ^ as beivg the ProduH '^too 
fxtenfive an Imagination. '3 

Vol. II. i 2. frhefe 



* Lewis de Bourbon Cowwr of SoifTons, was killed ct tJ4 
imU of la Marfcc ne^ir Std^u^in 164'. 
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Thefe , Gendemen are fome of thofe Re: 
I had to offer co you againfl che Word V A 
If I have not fubmicted rathe Judgment 
have given in favour of Madam Max.arm , 
becauie I found in your IVritinrt a Cenfuf 
VAST , of much greater force tJun can be f 
in chii Difcouffe. And indeed y«u have f 
fuch jufi Boundt to your own Wtts.^ that 
feem yourfelvei to condemn (he Worn yoi 
fend. 
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I^VF all the Sayings of the Ancients , 
i^ which you have fo judictoufly obfcrv'd , 
nd fo happily retain'd , none aSe&i me mors 
lan that of Ag'f'tnn , when he recommends the 
.ihjn of on9 of his Friends to another. If Nl- 
\ss, fays he^ hji cnmmitttJ no Fault, (it kirn at U^ 
Ttf, If bt hai , fit him «l IJixriy for my fiilu: Let 
c Matttr ^e 6vw it w'l'd , fit him at Lihertj. De- 
fS^f yjti^tn , the Force of Friendfhip .' 
" "* ~* ' 'litis , fo upright , (b 
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ice, not only allows, 
, in an lodance 

» did, there 
risrste Men 
I of Civil 
PPleafuKs 

t the Di- 

r own In- 

thofe 

ferve 

; But that a 

\ fhould re- 

, and De- 

I, and Po<ver , to 

defcend 



1 1 .8 . Mifcsllaneous Works of 

dcfcend to Himfclf ^ and feel the mod Natural 
Scncimencs of Humaaicy^ 'tis what is not eafle co 
apprehend^ and which well deferves our Refle- 
xions. 

' I T|s certain ^ on^ 0ught not to look on his 
Prince as his f ricna. The grev Diftance be- 
tween Sovereignty and Subj|e<5tion^ does not ad- 
mit rha: Union of AfFedions^ which is necel&ry 
to love well : and the Power of a Prince , and 
the Pucy ot Subjects ; have in them fomething 
oppofice to the Tendcrnefs that Fiiendfliip re- 
quires. 

To exercife Dominion without Violence , is 
all that the bed of. Princes can do; To Obey 
without Muonuring , i$ all that can b^ required 
of the J^eil pf Subjeds. Now Modtration and 
DjDcilitj hifve no great Allurements : And thoic 
Two Vircucs are not lively enough to raifc In-> 
clinations, and kindle the Ardour of Friendfhip. 
The ordinary Intercourfe between Kings and 
their Courtiers , is genei'aUy an Intercourfe of 
Inccreft. Courtiers purCue Fortune w^h Kings ^ 
Kings cxpeA Services froip Courtiers. 

However , there arc Times , wherein either 
the Fatigue of Ikifinefs, or the being (jifguftcd 
with Pomp and Magniticence, obliges Princes to 
Icck in the Purity of Nature , thole Lnjoyments 
which they cannot find in their Grandeur. Tir 
red out with Ceremonies, affeded Gravity, State, 
and Shew , they cad about for thole Natural 
Sweets, and Endearments of Freedom, of which 
their Condition deprives them. Pcrplcx'd and 
croubrd wiih Jealoulies and Sufpicions, they look 
our, at lafl, for a Bofom Friend, to whom they 
may open a Heart, which they keep fliut up to all 
the rclt of the World. The Flattery of fawning 
Adulators makes them wifli for a fmcere Friend j 
and this produces thofc CovftUnts^ who are caird 

FA- 
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FAVOURITES: Thofe Perfons endear'd 
to Princes, with whom they eafe themfelves of 
the Burden of their Secrets j and with whom 
rfiey are pleas'd to enjoy all the Sweets, which a 
Familiar Intercoucfe , and a ^ee Converfaiion 
may yield to intimate Friends. 

But how dangerous are fuch Friendfliips to a 
Favourite who is more follicitous of (hewing his 
Love, than watchful on his ConduA and Beha- 
viour • This Confident thinks to find a Friend , 
where he meets with his Matter ^ and, by an 
unexpefted Turn, his Familiarity is punifli'd^i as 
the indifcreet Freedom of a Servant who forgot 
himfelf. Thofe Courtiers , whofe Conduft is 
rard by their Intereft, find in their own Indaftry 
wherewithal to make themfelves agreeable j and 
Prudence makes them avoid whatever may be 
OfFenfive, or difpleafing. But HE who truly loves 
his Mafter, only confults his own Heart and Af- 
fe<5Hon • He thinks himfelf fafe in what he does, 
by what he feels within himfelf j and the Warmth 
of an ill-govern'd Frichdfliip caufes his Ruin , 
where the Caution of thofe who have not the 
fame Affection , would preferve to him all the 
Advantages of his Fortune. Thus Men general- 
ly lofe the Favour of Princes , who are more 
pareful of Puniftiing what offends their Chara«r 
ftcr , than eafie to forgive what is done by an 
ImpuMe of Nature. Happy thofe Subjeds, whofe 
Princes know how to Excufe what the Weaknefs 
of Humane Condition renders excufable in Men ! 
Bat let Us not envy all thofe who make them- 
felves DrW^// : For they lofe the Pleafures both 
of Loving and of being Loved.- — Let us^ return 
CO more particular Confiderations on Friendfliip. 

I ever admir'd Epicttrus's Morals j and v^hat 

I value moft in his Morals, is, the Preference he 

gives to Friendfliip, before all other Virtues, In 

Vol. U. H 4 1. th, 



1 2p M{feellaneous Works of 

Truth, Jiifticc is only a Virtue eftablifli'd for the 
fjppoit p^ Humaae Society: It is the Work of 
Men, whereas Friendfliip is the Work of Nature- 
Friendfhip is the only Pleafure of our Lives j 
when Juftice , with all its Rigors,- can hardly 
niake us fafe. If Prudence makes us avoid fome 
Evils , Fritndjhip alleviates them aH ; If Prudence 
r::ake5 us acquire fome O^oods , 'tis friendpaip gives 
a Relifii to t|ie Enjoyment of them. H^YC^ ypu 
cccuHon for wholefom Counfel, who can give i^ 
yoa bu: i; faithful Friend ?• Who cau ypu entruft 
v.'ich your Secrets, to whom can you open your 
Hearts, and unveil your Soul , unlcfs it he a 
Fi icnd ? And how tircfom would it be for a Mail 
M; be aUv.j'iS clofe; confined within himfelf, with- 
viic .'! Confident either of hij Affairs , or Plea- 
i:::i:.- ? Enjoyments cqafe to be fo , aflbon as 
tiicv are not communicated : arid *rii the Opinion 
i' ' or.e of the Ancients y tha? €vm the FJf/sa'uepfy Ftlicity 
wculd he tirejont^ Ti/ithuuf the Confidence of a Friend. 
1 have obierv'd , that Devout Perfons that arc 
moft difcngaged from th^ World, and love God 
with the greateft Affection, Love in God othe^ 
Devout Perfons, that rhey may have vifible Ob- 
jects of their Friendfliip. One of the great 
Ple.ifures which is for.nd in liOving God, is to 
be nllow*d to I.ove thofc that Love him. 
* I wondcr'd formerly to fee JTo many Coo^- 
dents of both Sexes upon our Stage ; but found, 
at Jaft, that the Ufc of them was very prudently 
introduc'd : For a Pailion, proves oftener a tire- 
fome Conflraint to the Mind, th<^n an agreeable 
Pleafure to the Senfes. As an Aiiiour cannot be 
made Public k without Shame , fo it cannot be 
kept altogether Secret, withb'Jt Uneaflnefs : Bu^ 
with a Coritidenc, a Man is more fafe in bis 
ConduA ; his yneafmefles are allay'd j his Plea- 
fures redouble j and all his Troubles diminifli. 

Poets, 
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Poets, who well know ihc Conftraint which at- 
teads a cooceal'd PalTioti, nuke us talk of it to 
the Wiiidi, to Kivulcts, and to Tree»: Upon a 
Belief chat 'lii better to ffKrak of what one feeh, 
cnrti wiihlnanimaieThingj, ihati to keep it too 
:iecret , and make onc'i own Silence a fccond' , 
Tormcnc. 

As J have no fhining Merit to boafl of, I bop«^ 
I may be allow'd to mcotion one , upon which * 
Men do Ibldom value therafelves.; which is, tl« * 
having gain'd the enctie Confidence of my. ^ 
Frietidsj and the bcft Counfil-Jketftr that ever 1,3 
knew, wai only rt/lr^'J with others, that htff 
algbc be die more tpm with me. He conceal'al 
5oching from nie, at long as we convers'd toge- ' 
tber j and he would , perhaps, have been glad 4 
9f an Opportuniiy to tell me every Thing, when *^ 
we were afun'Jer. The Rcmembran'ce of ruck-'l 



an endearing Conhdence is very Sweet to me 
bqt chc Thuughts of (he Condition he is in,^ 
-ill more grievous. I have contta^cd a Famili>4 



nex- < 



' wiih my own Misfortunes, but never ftaHj 
' icfi his ; And lincc I can beflow nothing bub 
' Trow on iiis Disgrace, no Day /hall pafs, but | 
'ill gtieve, and lament it. 
Suci) entire Conhdences admit of no man«J 
|-:r of Diffimulation : W< ufe a grt^t ileal httuntl 
:<•■ Ememy vihom Wt efenly froffi to ^u , than « i 
■ntd from whom wt eonctel any 7l>ing ^ or with H 
i.« we ilJjembU * ; For an Enemy may, indeed, 1 
-ccitfe niote Hurt by our Hatred, but a Friend, J 
ill fuffera greater Injury by our Didiniulacion... 
I lie latter is a Vice which is not tolerated in 
' nil Society- therefore, with more Reafon ^ 1 
iighc it not to be fuffec'd in private FriencUrj 
inipi. 
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But to prcfenre fo precious a Thing as Friends 
fhip 9 ic is not enough to be upon one's Guard 
»gainft Vices ^ but one mud be fo even againft 
Virtues, nay^ againft Juftice itfelf. The Severi- 
ties of Jufticedonot confift with the Tendernefles 
of Friendihip ; whpfoever pretends to be Juft^ is 
either confcious he is already an ill Friend, or 
enclin'd to be fo. The Gofpel feldom recom- 
mends Jui) ice, without recommending Charity at 
rhcfjimcTimei with Defign, in my Opinion^ 
w fofccn a Yirciie which would be auftere , and 
almoit favMgc, but for the Mixture of a Httj^ 
Love. Ji*ftice, blended with other Virtues , is 
cxxcllenr ; but all alone, without any Mixture 
of Good fslacure^ Milcinels, and Humanity ^ ic is 
more Wild than the Men ic firft brought toge- 
ther ^ and it may be faid, chat it banifhes all 
manner of Swcetnefs and Agreeablenefs from the 
Civil Society ic has fettled. 

^ricndfhip is not only appcehenlive of the Ri- 
gour of Juftice, but likewife of the profound Re- 
flcdions of Wifdon^ , that keeps us too much 
within our felves, when Inclination would carry 
Vi towards another. Friendfliip requires a Fire 
rlrjt animates, and does not like Circumfpe^ions 
that flop ic: Ic or.ghc always to be abfoluce Mi- 
ftrefs of therortuues^ and Torn etimcs of the Lives 
of rhofe it unitest 

In this Union of Wills , different Opinions 
may, however, be allow'd : But Difpucing , in 
luch a Cafe, ought to be a Conference in ordar 
CO clear Doubts , and noc an exafperating Con- 
tention. A Man ought noc to ftir up Paflion , 
where he only feeks for Lights ; and therefore 
Friends oughc to avoid very Clafliing Opinions 
in Religion. A Man who fubjeds all co Rea* 

m, and one who depends wholly upon Aucho- 
will hardly agree together. IIOBBES and 

SPINOSJ, 



III j^ 
fcn. 

fin. 
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VflNOSA , who adoiic neither Prophecies ^ nor 
Miracles^ but upon a long and judicious Exami* 
HadoOy will have no great Value for chofe Cre* 
dolous People^ who receive the RWELjfTlONS 
fii St. Bridget , and the LEG END of TH E 
SJ^lNTSy as Articles of Faith. I remember 
{have feen an Eftrangement among Devout 
Peribns^ becaufe fome of them entertained too 
great ApprehenHons from God's Juitice, and o» 
ibons coo large Hopes from his Goodnefs. 

J Ihould never have done, if I would explain 
I^Kirever conduces either to eftablifli, or to de« 
fboy the Contidciicc (A Txh I'nendlhips. They 
ptnnoc fiibiif^. vv.rhouc l'aithfulnci*> aiul hecrecy; 
for 'tis wliuc makes them fecure : But this is not 
fuflScient to render them agreeable and endear- 
ing. 'I here mult bc^ beiides Safety ^ a certain 
Union between two Souls, which is form'd by 
a Secret Charm^ I cannot cxprcf^^ and which is 
more ea(ily felt than pcrfc<5lly known. A fami- 
liar Intercourfe with a beautiful, ingenious^ and 
judicious Woman , would , in my Opinion , 
fOike fuch an Union yet more agreeable, if one 
could depend on ics Duration. But when any 
Thing of Paffion mixes with ic , Di^ult cermi- 
nates Confidence with Love; »nd \i there be 
nothing but bare I ncndfhip , the Sentiments of 
Frieodfhip cannot hold it lonj; againlt the Mo- 
tions of a Paflioii. 

I have wonder'd a hundred Times , wliy the 
Fair-Sex had been excluded from the Manage- 
ment of Publick Affairs j for 1 found fomc of 
them more Skilful and Abler than Men. 1 was, 
at length , fenfible that this ExcUifion did jioc 
proceed either from the Malice of linvy^ or ;my 
Suggellion of private Intcrcft ; nor yet from 
an ill Opinion of their VVicj but merely (I hope 
I may fpeak it^ as I meiin ir, witliout Offence,^ 

becai:fc 
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beeaufa otic could not rd^^n their weak and 
unfteady Affeftion, their Heart being too madh 
fvtray'd by their Natural Frailty* A lV$mm$ wh 
mttj wifili gyvern s Tvbole Kingdom me Daf , mmf 
fr&oifucb a Miftrrfs^ the next, m me luouUmi nn 
tyifi with tie looking afier a DozoLtf Hens , CO life 
Cardinal Mawr'mH own Words. What would 
not Madam de Ciewemfe, the Countefi of CmrUfi^ 
«nd the Princefs PaUtint , have brought about , 
li;id not «hey fpoird by their Afiedions^ all they 
might have performed by cheir Wit ^ The Erron 
of the Hearty are far more dangerous than the 
^xtiavagancies of the Imagination; which may^ 
every one of them , be correded by the JnJ^ 
ment s Whereas our Affciftipn inclines Us to Evu, 
and makes Us adhere* to it ^ in fpite of all clyf 
Lights of our Underitanding : 

'^^^ Video meltQra, froboque, 
Deteriom Sefuor. 

Ovid. 
A very Ingenious Lady '^ told me one Day ^ 

Thar Sbe rerurv\l iioJ Thanks, e'uery Nighty ft^t heff 
Wir, and pray\l Hinty every Morning, to prgfgrue her 
f'om the 'tollies of h^r Heart. Oft / LOT, Oh I 
LOTf , how I telle You arc in Danger from 
rhefe Follies .' Ue thankful to God for your bright 
Pares ^ and rely on your felf for your Indinaci^ 
ons. 1 know Tome Perfons^ LOT, who have 
no greac Reafon to thank God for your Wic : 

The 



^ Mademisi/eile de TEnolot. 

f Cli^rlort; df Kafl. u , Daughter of Lewis de N«fi|Ui 
l.nrd of iSeverwecrt , Jmhaf^ior Extraordinary from tie 
States General) at tie Ccun of England, 
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The liifle Bimfitn, among the reft^ would wil« 
tMty confcnc chat your Hinnt were fomewhac 
HlmrJkri^ fo your Wit were not fo nuiy. 
■' MIND of die Ftrfi Rate, how pleas d are your 
Vaflals to admire in you fo much Judgment, and 
fe OMich Beauty / What facisfaAion it is to them 
to lee yoo defpife the tedious Difcourles of Beau- 
dei ; the fulfom Converfations about Commodes^ 
Hkm^F^fkiGui' Slaves j and Imdian Sntffs ? How 
fWeet it is to fee you abandon to the Mfe Gal- 
hnciy of others Baskets fidl cf RiUmu, and the 
fM«r/ Cm€ * of Monlieur de Ntmcmrs ! SOUL 
atetated above all other Souls, what Pieafure it 
is to fee you make fuch a Noble Ufe of whac 
vou have ; fo litcle regret what you had j and io 
me defire what you have not / * 

Add^ Madam, the Meric of the Hearty to that 
of the Soul and Mind : Defend chat Heart of 
yours againft Offidout f Fops ; chofe bufie Fellows 
iriio are ever ready to fliut a Door or a Window^ 
to calce up a Glove or a Fan. 

Love^ does not injure the Reputation of La« 
dies; but che flender Merit of their Lovers dif- 
gnioes them. You'd do me wrongs Madam, if 
yoo thought me an Enemy to Tendernefs : tor 
as Old as I am, I fhould be forry to be free from 
it; We Love as long as we can draw Breath. 
What I defire in Friendihip , is that Knowledge 
fhould go before jifcclicn ; and that an £lleem 

juRly 



• See la PRINCEESS DE CLEVES, p. 324. michRo^ 
wum§e wtu wrUien hy the Duke de Ja Kocliefoucaulc, Mm-^ 
igm de i* Fayette, and Mr. de Segrais. 

f Ottr Author colli tbem in Fiench , R^iiJe irs de Petirs 
Sniif, an Exfreffion taken out of La Caite du TcikU^, in tb$ 
RrJlTomo of tbi Ronumee 0/Clelia. 
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juftly forth-d in the Mind , fliould animate icfelf 
in the Huart ; and receive there (bch Warmth as 
is necellary tor Friemlfljip^ as well as Love. Love 
therefore , Madanl y but Love no Objeds but 
what ire Worthy bf you, 

I contradlA my felf here unawares , ind for- 
bid whatever I will allow. To give you fuch a 
Piece of Advice^ is to be more fevere than Preach- 
ers in a Pulpit ^ and lefs Indulgent than Father 
Confeftors. 

If my WUhes were accomplilh'd , 5^du Ihotild 
be ambitious y and govern chofe that goverh o- 
thers. Either become Miflirefs of the World, or 
remain Miftrefs of your felf ; not in order to 
pafs tedious Day's in that fad and melancholy /»- 
Aoknce, which lome would trump up for Virtue ; 
but to have an' abfolutc Power over your AffeAi- 
ons, and oVcr-rule your Pleafures. 

Sometimes let Hfafony wtb a Sov reign fway, 

Cantroul all your Defires: 
Sometimes let Reafon to your Heart glt/e Ti^ay, 

And fan your warmefi Fires. 

If Confidence be one of the greatefl Comforf<; 
of Life, enjoy the Sweetnefs of it both with 
your Dear LOT^ and with him whom you may 
be fure you can truft, as well as your felf. 
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LETTER 

TO T JI E 

Earl of St. ALBANS * 

NO Company is fo agreeable and good, bat 
one time or other it muft part: Therefore, 
hy a much ftronger Reafon, a melancholy Soci- 
ety ought not to laft for ever. As for ours, my 
Lord^ tis the moft doleful that ever was known. 
Since I ha*c begun to play at Madam Maz^rln%, 
1 have not had f SfndiUo fix times j Bajloh'ds 
come oftiier to me , but 'tis a Decoy that tempts 
me to play, and caufes me co be Et^fieA, I draw 
none but Trays of Clubs or Spades^ or Sixes of 
Htarts and Diamonds. However , mjr Lord , I 
remm Heaven Thanks ^ when nothmg but La- 
mentations Of Murmurs might be expeAed from 
me. God be praifed, 1 fee a good Example, and 
fiich a one as your Partner ought co fee : How- 
Cfcr , it win, at long run, ruin my Affairs, and 
oot mend yours ; which mads me fay laft Nighr, 

like 



.%* 



* Heniy Jermyn, Earl of Ft. Albani, Lord Chjmhrlatn 
/•livJ^HMVii Mother of Engbnd , that Uj to ^een Henri- 
mi. Comfort of King Charl:« J. 

t Ttii* ^a' tli Jollowinz Tirmtj hlong to thi Game at 
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like Mr. At BtUigm-at \\t 1 f^ and play no mere^ Mmtl 
Jevhat IflcaJ'e. 

Let tu comfort out- (elves , my Lord , that we 
are in a better condition than thofe th;4t win oat 
Ktotey ; for 'tis better, by much, to fuifer an In* 
jury than tu do it. Madam M.izAr'm has art 
excellent hand at Filching my Fi^tt , and drop- 
ping a Card out of the Stock, >Vhen 1 pl;iy vntb' 
out taking in , with four Matailori in ham). 1 ad> 
drefs my felf to the Prince de Mmin. * ^ who 
cells me rery ferioufly, and with ait Air of Sin- 
cerity : Ufm mj v/ard , Monfiur dc St. Evrcrijond, 
liook'd amthtr way. Vour Friend the Mnrquli 
di SaiJJkc laughs niucH , and decides nothinf; ; 
And Monlieur Cam-tin declares that my l-l:irdfhtp« 
are great. But all the Declarnrions of Monfieur 
Courtin Hgnifie little or nothirg. Tiii: AiiibalTa- 
dor is as little regarded in thislloufc :r, un would 
be at the Exchange , if he went aboi.i ro jutUfy, 
, I Sir FJii l.aytvn there. In this n-^tjcniiiy 1 call 

Heaven to Witncft, but Heaven li.is no mor« 
Credit than the AmbafHidor. 

Come to Town , my Lord , to maintain your 

own Rights your icu j the Country wrs never 

, made for ("uch at yoU. I <l thole be dif- 

^ gulled with the World, with whom tbc WorK] it 

. ' already dil^u^ed. But let thofe Perityis of 

\yonh 



\ 



telpin, who KM JoJMtihat P.iSmait and mifijieil . 'M^J 
/dv, »hn ht trat in ilLlucky 1 vtj, ind f\ij 0') a I I dfl 
whit 1 pletlc i whkh rifing iwAM PnvHlu] urn m^ (>)^ 
oi)i«' Oanuflori hii Ci^tctiipiifiriH, • 

* Tbe Pfinct of MomM €4mt tvtt it togUa '. , ir. i.'r 
riMt lifA, I . _^ 

Mtnhanii tha'g'iaith gtut JBfJr ' 
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^orch and Honor ^ who are beloved by it , f)ill 
mtinue in it. A Man of Honor and Politenels 
ighc to live and die in a CaptalClty ; and in my 
Opinion , there are but three Capital Cities in 
mnpey Romty London^ and Varis. But Paris is no 
lace for your Lordfliip to live in ; of the ma- 
jr Friends you had there ^ fbme are dead ^ and 
le others are Jmprifon'd. Rome cannot fuic 
ith You 'y nor can the Difciplq of St. Paul like 
Place, where Sr. Tturs Succeffor is the Sove- 
iign. This goodly and great City call'd Lcn-- 
m^ daily expects you : And here, my Lord, you 
light to fix your Abode. Free Converfations 
t Table^ with a fsw Guefts ^ A Game at Ombroy 
thcr Royal * Highnefs's , and Chefs at home , 
rill make you as eaiily wait the laft Period of 
ife at London ^ as Monfieur Ats Tvcteaux did at 
^Mris. He died at Eighty Years of Age, caufing 
. Saraband to be play'd to him^ a little before he 
xpired , thjt his Svul , as he esprelt himfclf , 
ngbtfiide f iv^'ay the eafitr. You'll not picch uo- 
n Mufick to foften the Hardfhips of that Voy- 
ge. A Fole at Omhoi and Three Aces Eldeft 
land againft Three Nines at Crimpo will deter* 
nine your Days with as great Satisfacflion. This 
viU not happen the Lord knows when, if you 
:oiiie and live at London : But Til not give 
Km fix Months Life, if you Aay in the Country 
vkfa cbofe Melancholy Thoughts you have taken 

I A LET- 
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jafcakMjuviUe, Tom. I. 
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LETTER 

TO THE 
Dutches of MAZiRlN. 



I Have refoWd , Madam, to give you a Piece 
of Advice , tho' I am not uiifenHbte how 
little the Ladies care tu receive any. Hut let the 
EfTed be what it will, I am too much concern 'd 
for your Beauty , not to inform you, that you'll 
injure it extreamly , if you fliould put on fine 
Cloaths, on the Queen's Birth Day. Let others 
of your Sex make ufe oF Ornaments : TLefe are 
Artificial Beauties that ferve them inftead of the 
Natural : And we are oblig'd to 'cm, for gratify- 
ing ourEyes with fomethingmore agreeable than 
their own Perfons. But fhould you follow their 
Example , we fhould not have the lame Obliga- 
tion to your Grace. Every Ornament that is be- 
flow'd upon you , hides a Charm ; as every Or- 
nament that is taken from you, reflores you fbme 
new Grace j and you are never fo lovely , as 
when we behold nothing in you , but ycur 
(elf. 

The gteatell part of the Ladies are very ad- 
Tantagcoufly loft under their Drcfs. Some Wo- 
men look well enoiugh with a Pearl-N^cklace ,' 
that would auko a veqt iocry: Figure with tbeic 



I 



bare 
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bare Necks. The richeft Necklace in the World 
would have an ill EiFct^ upon you. Ic would 
make (oine Alteration in your Perfon, and every 
Alteracion chat hijppens to a perfe^ Beauty, can- 
not be an Advantage to it. 

Thofe who keep your Jewels frorri you , are' 
better Friends to your Beauty, than you may i- 
magine : I am more your Humble Servant than 
any Man ; but as much your Humble Servant as 
I am j there are fome Days, when I can lind £x' 
cufes for Meffieurs Cvlktt, and Dumttz, * . Were 
you in the Condition v()u ought to be in, it would 
not be fo ealie lo diftinguini the Advantages of 
your Perfonal Merit, from thofe of your For- 
tune. Thofe Gentlemen fave us that Trouble : 
Thanks to the Care they have taken to feparate 
thofe Two Things , we plainly fee you are o- 
blig'd to none but your fclf for all the tender 
Sentiments Men have for you. Let others lay 
put all they are Worth in Jewels and fineCloaths ; 
Nature has been at all the Expence: And as you 
fliould be ungrateful, fo we fiiould betray an ill 
Tafle , fhould we not be equally content With 
that Profulion of Gifts fhe hat heap'd upon 

would counfel you , Madam , to take the 

Mcafures on her Majefty's Birth-Day ,■ 

__h the famous Bu^ .i'ylmhoifi fcrmerlyobferVd 

pa Xournament. Being inform'd before-hand 

"I tho Noblemen of the Court defign'd ta 

ajtalvcs to an extraordinary Expence 

Equipage and Cloaths , he order'd 

1 1 hi. 




t.^Md Jfr.DwnetZ . Xeaen of ih* Xofol 
thtir CuJUtfy tbt Ovtchtft of Muiiio ; 
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h*r Retinue to be dreft like Lords , and appeared 
hiiiilelf in the plainncft Dr^.fs in the World, at 
the Head of fo rich a Train. The Advantages 
of Nature were fo confpicuous in the Perfon of 
Btiffl, that he alone was taken for a great Lord , 
and the other Noblemen , that rely'd fo much 
upon the Magnificence of their Habits, paft but 
for Valets. 

Govern your felf , I befeech you, Madam, by 
the Example of BitJJi : Let Fanchc7t and Grenier f 
be attired like Dutcheffcsj but as for yourfelf, 
appear in the ordinary Drefs of a Country 
Nymph , with nothing but the Charms of your 
Beauty to recommend you : All the Ladies will 
be taken for Famhons , and 'he Plainnefs of your 
Habit will not hinder you from out-fhining all 
the Queens in the Univerie. 

I have no great Inclination to tell Stories , 
which perhaps is nothing but the EfFeft of an ill- 
grounded Vanity , that makes me prefer the cx- 
preflihg of what I imagine ^ to the reciting of 
what 1 have feen. The Profeflion of a Story- 
Teller lits but awkwardly upon young People ^ 
but is downright Weafcntffsih old-M^i. When 
our Mind is not arrived to its da6 ViMup v.^j* 
" when it begins to dedirff^ ^^ i Pa t»lea- 
] fure in telling ^l^^obi^^ri^' i^t 

'^Sencoof^-^ ^-"•^'' 
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cy took , one day., the Count di Gitkhe f , and 
Mooficur ds la ValUre * , to draw the Eyes of the 
SpeAators after them : To put whicli nobis De- 
fign in Execution , they botii reCuivii that their 
Drcfs fhould have all the Ma^^nilkcncc which 
this part of the Wotld was able to afford, and, 
at the fame time, difcover the Goodnefs of their 
Inventions. The Count diilinguifh'd himfelf by 
a Thoufand Singularities ; He had a Tuft of 
Feathers in l;is Hat, which was button'd up by a 
Suckle of Diamonds, which he cOLid have v/ifli'J 
to have been !ar;;cr, fcr thisOccalion. He wore 
about his Neck icme Point di yenife , which was 
neither a Cravat nor a Band j But a finall Ruff, 
which might gratify the Secret Inclination he had 
contrafted for the Golilia when he liv'd at Madrid. 
After this , .Vladam , you would expeift to fin^ 
him in a Doublet, after the Spj«i(lt Manner^ but, 
10 your furprizs , I muft tell you it was an flun- 
l*rim Veft. Next, the Ghoft of Antiquity haun- 
ted his Memory ; fo he cover'd his Legs with 
-Buskins, but infinitely fprLiccr and gentejlcr than 
""wfo ihe ancient Rimam uf-;d to wsur : and op 
* " 'i he had order'd his Mifli-efs's Name to bp 
in Letter; that were extreamly well iJ(j- 
K*4,upoti an Embroidery of PeSrls. From his 
5b down to his Veft , he had fquar'd himl'tflf 
by the odd Fancy of the Admirapt.e cf CaftiH ; 
Cnont de Strini ■, was confpicuous in the Veft ; 
iQd the Idea, of S-:'i^i^ had made him put on Bus- 
kins. Asfor Ai r.. /)./-: , he had apparelVd himfelf 
Vol. IL I ? aftet- 
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FOR 



Madam de Beverweert * 



YTjTTE wcic fcJirce got three Miles from £«- 
r V P"' ^ t , before we heartily repented our 
leaving it. Tiic Beauty of the Place; i»he a- 
greeiiblc matiner of living there; the Merit and 
obliging 'Jcmper of the Mailer and Miftrcfs of 
the Iloiifc : The Charms of the beautiful 'f//.X7/- 
tian ^ the cndcriring QuaHtics of the fair Indiffe- 
rent, for whom 'tis impoffible for any cwz that 
Ices her to be indifferent ; (he whom we always 
behold with PleaTure, and whom we always hear 
with Admiration j That Wit fo lively and fo 
y\[\ ; that Humour fo gay and free, with aCon- 
<JU('l: fo juit ind regular: All thefj Perfons , all 
thcfe things prefcnted tlicmfelves to our Iniagi- 
jv\:ions ; :inJ convinced ii*;, to our Sorrow, tliat 
ii'jppincfs i> Icfs known and lefa valued when 
poill"! , tiian when loft. 

Tiief.! nivl.incholy Thoughts had lulfd the 
Ani!}:r.r!dui n[ /\>r/*^.7/|j aflcep , cut of Sym- 
^-'it'.iy, perliaps, vi idi Madam tk Revcmfecrty who 
never fleej^s fo foundly , as When flie is in deep 

AfHiAion. 



* Charl t:-^ cc NaflTui , h^'fors mentioned. She was Sifie? 
ffl the Cvinie/es C'f Arlin^wn nnd Oi^oty ^ and to Meffieur: 
d*cy!vck, .i* Aiiv:»r.";iHrf.,i»^ Q^V. Kii^g William gave her 
the R.iT.k of a Coiiiitcfs. 

t The Ejtl of Arlin^jtonV Ountry^Seat^ in Suffolk. 
II l)jn FiarHjIfcc, Count dc Mdos. 
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AfHiAion. As the Conftitutions of People are 

fifFerent^ my Concern kept me awake to refled 

on what we had loft, I entertain'd for fome 

time thefe fad Thoughts , which were not difa- 

greeable ; But one Whimfy uflicring in another, 

I found my felt at laft in one of Don ^tixot's 

Fits ; and being feiz'd, all on a fudden, with the 

Spirit of Chivalry, I cried out with a loud Voice, 

Tt Knights of SUFFOLK, Te Pnlmerins of 

BU R Y * , cowe and confefs to the Knight of the 

TAGUS , and the Norman Do7% Quixot, That all 

ihe Orianas and Angelicas in the PVbrld ^ are not 

worthy to c^rrry the Slippers of the mojt Incomparable 

Carolina of Eufton. 

Tranfported as I was , and really more a Don 
^itcot, than Don J^ixct himfelf, I faw a Brace 
of Higlers coming upon the Road , whom I im- 
mediately took for two Knights. They had 
both of them Cudgels in their Hands, which I 
fancied to be Lances, as I did their Caps, which 
were flouch'd down, like that of my Lord Town-' 
Jkend, to be Helmets , with the Vifer down. 
This Equipage , which I miftook for a Warlike 
Preparation, made me conclude. That Blood and 
&ittel would foon enfue; for which reafon, I 
thrice cried out, as loud as I was able, SANCHO^ 
SJNCHO , faddle Rozinante , and get Grizzle 
nadj^. 

The Docftor 1 3 wbo was behind the Coach , 
imagining chat I call'd him, leapt down immedi* 
ately, and ask'd me what I wanted ; Saddle Ro- 
zinante , SANCHO , with all Expedition, for lo ! 



a new 



* 4 liiiU Town in Suflb|k. 
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^ WW jlJt,rnmc 4>fcrs i: ftlf. Thchoncfl EkhSjx 
fhouglii, ihat being weary widi riding '^" jl^^m 
Ctwch , I had a mind to eafc my fclf on ^^^■^^ 
bj;kj Upon wliich, he loldmc. That thr/^y-^ ' 
1ft roit i-l:'fn M.ajA for hit ExctStncy'i UJe. ,f f^vv 
Artfwcr of tba DoAor brouglic mc ro my ^K^'^^J 
fiiiin, H(*'l rhc Dreams oi K.nighc-Errantry ^* *Uifj 
K'ld got into my Head begianing to vatitViv ' ^J^ 
Kiiighi of Tat/tt canio by degrees to be \^* tf* i 
ih^pi Ambaflctdor , the iSbrwjw Don ^"'Sitt**^ 4 
gtJ 10 St. EvrtjmtmJ I and (be Br3« t>^t £f' 
paittd quietly by m , with ilieir ^^'A-^^^^a^^' ' 
Caps. ^^ 

1 niufl needs own , that I made n^^^ 



I did f)^, 



LETT H. 

T O 
Msdam Hi B E rE RJVE E Ri 



Iliave madebui a Ibrry Apology with yd 
the wrong U(e I nude of the Title m 
(O his Excellcncv'i I-ire. If you would bfl 
tented with che t)eath of an ordinary Perfl 
would offer you mine, ihat you rpightordJ 
dcmoifclle Li Hsreht, to diCpoie of it as youT 
(it : But ray Death is not worth the notice, f 
inconftderable in every Thing ; A. fmall fj <■ 
iter with Madam M^T^iin j a Jittlc .".; 
you, unworthy even to die in you." 
will therefore live, and join my i. .- 



Monjieur dc St. Evremond. 

you continue to ufe him ill, he will be in a Con- 
dition to bury all the Plenipotentiaries ztNlmtgnen: 
Ma Ufciatefar a mt, [on Furbo j and I will fliew a 
^rick to reduce Count de Mttos to a moll lamen- 
table Condition. I have obferv"d that your Cru- 
elties prolong his Life : Take a contrary Ceur/i^ and 
lull him with Kindnefs. I ^-emember a certain 
Amourj wheiein his Excellency was happy : But 
he did not mock the Favours of the fair Lady, as 
he does yout Rigors j For he had fucli a Fit of 
Sicknefs upon it, that his Phytlcians had much a- 
^ CO renore his Health. When one has good 
'ns to go by, it is no difHcuIi matter to ma- 
aright ; I advife you , Madam , to fquare 
ConduA by this Jixample ; and never he- 
me more, if Four Days good Ufage don't 
off the Ambaffador's Journey to Himegutn^ 
effe^ually than the Oppofition of the Sfa- 
, and of all the Confederates togethei- could 



MJ 



A DE- 
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DEFENCE 

Of fome Drarnatick Pieces of 

Mr. CORNEIELLE, 

Jo Monfieur BARILLON*. 



I Never doubted your Inclination to Vertue : 
But did not believe you fo fcrupulous, as not 
to bear vrithRodoguna upon the Stap,e,becaufe fhe 
would fuggeft to her Lovers the Defign of put- 
ting their Mother toDeath^after their Mother had 
endeavour 'd to perfuade her Children to kill their 
Miftrefs. I befeech you, Sir, tu forget the Lenity 
of our Temper, the Innocency of our Morals, the 
Humanity of our Politicks, that you may conlider 
.the barbarous Cufloms, and criminal Maxims of 
Eaftern Princes. When you have rcflefted, that 
in all Royal Families of ^/7t/, Fathers make ,i way 
with their Children upon the flightcft Sufpicion ,• 
That Children put their Parents to Death , 
through an Impatience of Afcending the Throne; 
That Husbands kill their Wives, and Wives poyl 
fon their Husbands; That Brothers make no- 
thing of murthering Brothers : When, I fay, yoa 
have confider'd fo deteftable a Cuftom, e(lablifli*d 
among the Kings of thofe Nations , you'll not 

wonder 



5 Amhaffaior Mxtraoriiniry ffom Fxsiace to Kivg Cbarlealltf 
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wonder fo much at KoJogunas endeavourin/? to 
ttvenge the Death of her Husband upon CLtfa^ 
trg; fecure her Life j recover her Liberty, and ad- 
vance a Lover to the Throne, by rheDeftrudion 
of the mo(t wicked Woman that ever lived.- 
ComeiUe has given the Young Princes all the Af« 
fedion they ought to have for (he bed of Mo- 
rhersj and has made the Young Queen take fuch 
RefoUtions as the Neceflity of her Affairs re- 
quired. 

You'll fay, perhaps, that fuch Crimes may be 
committed in Afia, but ought nta to be reprcferi- 
ted in Fruna, But what Reaf'on induces you to 
deny our Theatre to a Lady, meiely for advi- 
fing a Crime for her own Safety , while you 
grant that Favour to thofe who committed the 
fame Crime, without any Provocation ? VVIiy 
fliould he banijfh Koduguna from our Stage , and 
admit upon it with Applaule liUclru and 0>«|//« ? 
Why fhould Attfrn be lufFer'd to ferve up to 7«>'- 
tftn his own Children in a Feaft ? Or Nero to 
poyfon Brhannicus ? Why fhould IltroJ, King of 
the Jev's , the People whom God loved , be al- 
lowed to put his VVifo to Death ; or yiwur^t 10 
Arangle Roxana and B^ijjzet ? And to pafs from 
the JtTifs and Turks lo the ( hriifi.ms^ why fh« uld 
Piilipll, the moft Catholiwk Piince , be fulkiM 
to put Don Carlos to Death, upon a Sufpicion nor 
clearly made out? One of the moll diverting; 
* NOiVFLS we have in I^rmchy has reviv'd the 
Memory of a Thinly a/wo/l biiry'd in Obliijlon^ and 
has produced a Tragedy t in EngLnrl, whofebub- 
i%6\ has pleas'd all Euglijli'»tcft> lioJ'pmj , thyc 
Vol. II. K Pool 



* I>^n Carlos Nouvcile IIir.oii(^u-, /y tl-e ihhjt j/S/.Rcdl. 
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poor opprefs'd Princefs^ has not defired tho com- 
mitting of a Crime for the Crime-fake ; but only 
her Safety ^ which could not be eftablifh'd, but 
by a Crime : Tho' after all , this was more a 
Crime^ with Refpeift to a MONK^ than with 
Refpeft to an AMBASSADOR; a Crime 
which Macbiavel would have accounted a Politi- 
cal Virtue^ and which the Wickednefs of Chopa* 
tra may well make pafs for a Piece of Jufticc, 
lawfully adminiftred. 

One Thing which you found great Fault with 
was , That a young Princcfs fiiould be made ca« 
pable of (o vigorous a Refolution. I am not 
well acquainted with (ler Age : But I know flie 
was a Queen, and a Widow ; and either of thefe 
Qualities is fufficient to make a Woman lay afide 
Scruples, at any Age. Spare, Sir, fparc, I be* 
feech you, RoJogtma. The World will furnifli m 
with greater Crimes than hers , wherein yoii 
may make a better Ufe of the Virtuous Abhor* 
rcnce you have for Villainous Adions. 



T O 
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T O TH E 



Dutchefs of MAZARIN. 



II. ']y /i'EthxvksRodoguna is pretty well juftificd; 
xVj let's do the fame Service to Emilia , 
with Refped to Madam Maz,arin. Sufpend your 
Judgment ^ Madam^ Emilia is not guilty of any 
great Crime for expofmg Cima to the Danger 
of a Confpiracy. Condemn her not, left you 
condemn your felf : 'Tis by your own Sentiments 
'I defign to defend hers ; and by Hortenfia to ju- 
ftify Emilia. 

Emilia had feen her Family profcrib'd j Her 
Father murder'd : And what was yet more infup- 
portable to a Roman Lady , Ihe faw the Repub- 
lick fubdued by Cafar Augufim. The Thirft of 
Revenge, and the Defign of Reftoring Liberty,' 
made her look out for Friends, to wfiom the like 
Injuries might infpire the fame Sentiments ; and 
whom the fame Sentiments might unite in the 
JDeftrudion of an Ufurper. Cinva^ a Nephew of 
T§mfejy and the only Remainder of that grcac 
Family , who had perifli'd. in the Caufe of the 
Common- wealth , join'd his Refentments With 
thofe of Emilia ,• and both being animated by the 
Remembrance of their rcfpeAive Wrongs , as 
well as by the Intereft of the Publick, form'd to- 
gether the bold Scheme of that lUuftrious and 
Celebrated Confpiracy. 

In the Conferences that were held for car- 
rying on this Defign, their Hearts united , as 
well as their Minds ^ 'twas only in order to add 
Vigour and Life to their Confpiracy ; nor did 
fever Emilia promife her I^ove to Cinnay but upon 
Vol. IL K 2 Ccndicior^ 



Comlirtjn that he (hould entirely devote 
hirafelf ro ihcir Enicrprize. Thus they plot- 
ted before they lovi;'! one another ; and I 
their Paflion , which blended its Unc:in-»l 
ncflc* anil Fears , whh thofe that ever atceo^j 
Coiifpiracies , wiis ftiU fi^Smiffivc and fubfM 
vien: to the Dcfire of Revenge, and the Lon 
of Libcrt>'. ^^ 

Aj their DefiRn was upon the Point of Erea^^ 
:Cion , Chtna being wrought upon by the Confi- 
den:;c and Benefiis of Wn^u/rtf.difcovcr'd tn Emilia 
-a Soul affcAcd with Remorfe, and ready ro fol- 
low other CounftU : But EmiSh , more a Roman 
than Ciinj , rcproiich'd hitn with hi* Wcakncfs ; 
and reinain'd niorc fnm in her Refohition ihaa 
ever ircreurnn His reviled her Lover, and Im- 
pofed upon nim thofe Conditions which ynu 
couM not endure; but which. Madam, you will 
certainly approve, when vou have better conful- 
tcil vonr own Kcafan. The Delire of Revenue 
ivis •'-■■ i^fH n-.i":;--,.-. .-.r r^. ■.-.. .1,^ n,.|i^.., „f 
K .^ f::\~ 



ihc Cttnloimiork , 
itiiAer. 



more like a Servant thin a 
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ThaE is, 
T'is fweet t'avenge a Piofcrib'ti Family j 
'Tis glorious to pull liown Piojd Tyranny. 
This Deed through hJ.y will Ibund my I-anie, 
And R.eme will owe ics I'lecd jm to my Name, 
My Hear: , 'tis true , was won ■ But iiich a 

Prize 
Was only to reward the Enterprize. 

You was horn at li^me , Madam , and have 
there receiv'd a Soul of the Tame Stamp with 
thofe of the V--,rd^t, and jirrias t> whereas the o- 
thers that are born there, have but common Im- 
Uan Souls. \Vi[h this great , this Hpm.:n Soul , if 
you liv'd now-a-days in a Republick that fliould 
be opprefs'd J it" your Parents weie ouc-!aw'd; 
youc Houfe defolate ; and , which is moft odt- 
oas and intolerable to a Free-born Perlbn, if one 
of your Equals was become your Mailer : When 
you had bought a Dagger to plunge ic into your 
own Breart , upon the ProfpetS ct the Ruin of 
your Cotintry , would you not try its Edge oti 
ihe Tyrant, before you ufed it againft yourfelf? 
Undoubtediy you would plot ; And a milerable 
rar who would (ugj^eft to you the Weaknefs 
I Remorfe, would be tre:ucJ with more Seve- 
r by HoTiiitifia , than Chfnn ever was by E- 

ihe Cafe, You and I fhould live in the 
■ Common wealth , whcte I iberty is op- 
an Amhi[i(jusFeliu^-Citiz;n. In fuch 
rl$ Cojidiiion 1 fliould olfcr to you au 
, who would make b.;t a very fmall 
on yaur Heart : Rut, however, if yoi 







had 
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had commanded him to punifh the Tyrant, he 
would not come back to you with Qualms of 
Confcience , and felfifii ConfiJerations. He 
wcfuld look upon the Confidence and Benefits of 
the ^Qw^iigufius as Injuries ; Dangers would but 
animate him to ferve you ; And , in Ihort , he 
would carry fuch a generous Spirit to the Execu- 
tion of the Enteprize, that you would either pi- 
ty him Dead, for having ofccy'd your Orders, or 
Commend him alive,for having performed them.- 
How Miferable is the Condition of an Old 
Philofopher ! He cares not for Glory , and the 
beft that can befal him, is to have all his Services 
rewarded by a little Praife. Nor is this (hew of 
Favour, as vain and as empty as it is , granted 
him but very rarely : And he even finds others 
more inclin*d to Vex, than Commend him. God 
grant the TortugmzA AmbalTador * long to Live ! 
For if he was dead and gone, the Philofopher t 
would be next expos'd to the ill Ufage his Ex- 
cellency undergoes every Day. 



* Count de Meloi. 
t Mtan\n^, himftlf. 
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MESSIEURS De , 
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IIL TF I fometimes difpute with you, Gentle- 
X nien, 'tis only to till up the Vacancy of 
Play, and to divert the Tedioufncfs of a langui- 
shing dull Converfation. I contend with Defign 
to yield ,• and bring but weak Reafons ti) <v'pofe 
you, being ready prepared to acknowlcii-;.'- :he 
Superiority of your Arguments. 

Upon thefe Confiderations, I have miiii"j{.::p'd 
that LE MENTEUR, (oTyTheLjar,) was aj- d 
Comedy ; That the Subjed or Plott of the Cii> 
was happy and well laid ; and, tho' that Play be 
HOC ahogether without Faults,*yet that it appear'd 
very well upon the Stage. I have likewife main- 
tain'd , that RODOOUNE was a very fine Trage- 
dy ; and that OEDIPUS ought to pafs for a 
Malter-Piecc of Art : Could I do you a greater 
Pleafure, Gentlemen, than to give you fo jiift an 
Occafion to contradid me , and to flaew the 
Strength and Clearnefs of your.Judgmcnt, at the 
Expence of Mine ? 

I had maintained , that in order to make a fine 
Play, a Man ought to pitch upon a Noble Sub- 
jed, lay the Plot right, purfue it well, and con- 
duct: It naturally to its End j That Charaders 
ought to enter into the Frame of the Plot, and 
not the Plot be framed after the Drawing of the 
Charaftersj That our A<5lions ought to go before 
pur Qualities and Humours; Th.it we ought to 
affign Philofophy the Pioviiice of acquainting us 
jvith what Men are, ^r>d Comedy with what they 
Vol. II. ' K 4 do: 
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prcferr'd to Cvmeiil/! i and the Ci^lhrr 
before the Fl-a. I not only renounce my own 
Opinion, Madam, buc maintain yours wiihmon 
Rcfoluiion than Mr. P'Olift cm Ihew io Mai 
taiiiing the Beauty of his Rclaciuns. I hai 
changed the OtJer both pf my Prjifsi and Ci 
furci : From Fivo a-Cluck in the Evening, I (hall 
blame what you (hall judge blimeable ; onJ ;ic 
Midnight I ftiatl commend whar you (h4ll think 
prnifc- worthy. As the laft Sacrifice I can make, 
I fliall continue as long as you pleaH; the Curfed 
Partncrfhip b«wcen the Ambillador of tninff, 
Count CifltlmdhoT, and my -I'clf. Propofc any 
Thing chit's mote Difficult ; and your Com- 
mands , Madam , will enable me to perform 



LETTER 

TO THE 
Dutchofc of MAZA kl N. 



rFvou findnnYHsciavaeancifli in the little Cook 
.T,-^ .,„,, .,^,. ...- „I.li~'.l -„w„,,... .,, . ...... 
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Peifons, to whom I am beholden for leaving me 
fo . uch good Senfe as I had occafion for, to e- 
Ucc'- ■ >*''<-it . without diftuibing my IJe- 
po!-- . i'. . luf •"■o.ii.dsto complain of 

yt ■: ' ng mcoi all my Reaiooj which 

th: ■ . ;. Ft »rc, • 

H !'•^^'> '^ '"y ConditionI I have loft 

every lUm^ r j thu fide; of Rcafon, and I fee no- 
thinfj; tor a.c co p>icccnu to on the (ide of Paflion. 
Shall I a:k you to Love a Man of my Age ? I 
have not been fo good a Chriftian, as to expeft 
Miracles in m> favour. If the Merit of my 
Paflion could obtain of you a Concern for my 
being Old , and a Defire that I were Young a- 
gatn , I Ihould be content. The Favour of a 
Wifli is but a finall Matter ; Pray refufe me not 
that. It is natural to wifli that eveiy thing we 
Love, were amiable. 

There never was fo difinterefted a Paffion in 
the World,as mine. I Love thofeyou Love, nor do 
I Love lefs th(rfe who Love you j I comiuer youc 
Lovers, as your SubjefiCs, inflead of hsting them 
as my Rivals : And that which is ywin is dearer 
to mc, than chat which is againft me, is hateful 
to me. As for wliat relates to the I'erfbns who 
are dear to you, I take no Icfs a Concern in them 
than you ; xMy Soul carries its Movements and 
AJJidions CO the Place where yours are j I re- 
kot when you grow tender; when you languiJh 
'tis the fame Cafe with me. The Paflionate 
Songs at the Opera make no Impreffion upon me 
" cnemfeives; they have no manner of Influence 
me, but by that which they have over you. 

_ wach'd to fee you rouch'd ; and thofc mc- 
Uncholy Sigfii, whidi, now and then, Deal una- 
pac mj Heart to no lefsExpence 
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I have Httle or no fiiarc in caufing any of your 
Tains, but 1 iiiifur from chsm hs much as you 
Jc. doiiicumcs you produce in us a PalGon 
.iiifcrciK from iliac wUicii you deiign'd 10 ex- 
iAic. If y»Hi repeat any Verfcs out ni the A N- 
DROMJCIIK, yoa iufpirc Love with the Senti- 
tncuta of a Mdtlicr , who wuuld only Uir up 
Viiy. You endeavour v> n ake us fenfible of her 
Misfonunes, and you loon ice us fenlible of your 
own Cliarnis. Sud and coiupafliun^tte IZxprefli- 
viv> levive lecrcdy in our llciirts the PafGon 
which tlicy h.'ive lor you; and the Ciri;f "which 
\cni wulM raife in us for :-'n uufortunat.; Ijtdy , 
liccuinci a Natural SciiIj of our own Tor- 

On;; lliould not li^Ucve t'iis without making 
I^!i.pi.iicnLe of it, at his own Ci-:1. Tliofe Mat- 
leis ilwt Item m. it (.ppotlcc ' , Tcndcrnels, af- 
Tuir.e an afTedinj^ Air in your Mouth : Your 
K ciCyniijj,;^, yiur Difputcs , your Altcrcuiions , 
n,i\' , youi' very An{;':r have their Charms j (b 
•liliie'.Ic ii i!) u> liixl any thin;; in you, which 
ilt-e;. nut c.intribute ti. the Paflion you inCpire. 
Xoibing cDniesfiom yoii wliich is not amiable ; 
>.'>»t.ini; is lorni'd in you which docs not turn 
to J. owe. 

.\ leiioiis ReflciStion, ptitsme in mind cbac you 
v.)^l laiij^h at lue for thts Dtfcouile j by 
cxiinoc mahc merry with my Weaknefsj'rj 

being p'eas'd with your Beauty; 'and 1 a ^ 

ed with my Shame, if it pves you uny'latiM 
dKin. A Man may facrificc liii Rcijofc , 
Liberty, and his Ftirttjnb; ' Dut HIja/m/, ' 
M^mi^nf, mevtr S^crif^-<J. T^iU riiaVe bold'j 
CjMnr-did AfO NT^iO KEin iHiiPa/ttcuIl 
xnd'^on'c leftfe 10 bfltoifio rldieuluus to^''tl| 
I.'.v; of you. 



• Monpeur de St. Errcmond.' 

But upon fecond Thouglus, Madam, we can- 
not make you a Sacrifice of this Nature: Since 
a Man can never be ridiculous in loving yon. 
A Minifter t of State renounces his Politicfcs for 
you ; and a Philofopher his Morals , without a- 
ny Prejudice ro their Reputation. The Power 
of an Exquifite Beauty , juftifies all the Paflion 
which it is capable of producing ; and after ha- 
ving ccnfulted my Judgment , as nicely as my 
Heart, I will tell you without fearing to be ridi- 
cul'd for it, that 7 Lweym. 
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f He wtani Don Luii t'e Vafmncellot ami Souza , Count 
de Caflclmelhor , Prime Miniftir ntid Favourite of Alphunfu. 
Xing of Portugal ; w&o after the Revolution that happen",}, 
in that Kingdom in iKCn , wot oHfg'd to retire to Xti\ir. , 

frovt whence he oilairCi leave to eome to £ngland , where ht. 

fiiiJiaor n.Ttatt. He war fiill alive at Lishon/i>n« IVatt 
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I Have been at Death's Door, My Lord, fince 
I had the Honour of Seeing yonr I,ord{hi| 
and what contributes to maki; inc yet more uj 
happy; there is no DiQcnipor now fliriiog ' 
LenJtn , but only what I languiOi under; 
Gout, no Rhcumatirm, n^iy, not To much as the 
Tooth-Ach. My Lord ^rlmgion , to whom you 
yielded the Title of the Firft Gouty Man in 
Rttglmd^ might now take Twenty Turns in the 
MaQ, as well as the Good Gentlewoman that u- 
fc« to attend you. As for my fclf , 1 am not yet 
fully reftor'd to my Health; and had it not been 
for fome Remedies 1 met with , 1 luid certainly 
died. 

But why, My '-'■■^. i.i ■''■'' 
the Winter in ;i ( ■ 
hundrc"-? times b:: . 
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afifls, which make fo many Fanaricks weary of 
their Lives , I iliould be able to account for this 
ftrange Impatience of yours to die. But, My 
Lordj if you are a Mun like one of us • if yoii 
fiill preferve a natural Inclination to Live , as 
Monfieur the Marcfchal At ViSeriy^ tlie Miller of 
thp Horfc t to the King of Frafice , Monfieur A 
Rwoigny, and your other Contemporaries conti- 
nue to do : Why fliould you fo obiliaately jtitch 
upon a Place where you don't pafs one Day , 
without retrenching Five or Six, at ieafl, of youc 
Life? 

But I dwell too long upon a Difcourfb , 
which I ought to have lightly pafs'd over. I muft 
now come to more agreeable Ideas. The 
Ducchefs of Pbrtfmomb will give you what Share 
in hex Bank you pleafe. My Lord * Hide promi- 
ta CO iliew you certain Civilities, which wilt al- 
mpft amount to a Confidence. My Lord Ainbafla- 
i« offers to give you a fuUInfight into the Affairs 
^HuTtgaryy and the War that the NorthernPrin- 
ces are now going to engage in ; and what I 
jlAeon much more , the Duke of OrmonA is rea- 
dy to play with you at Trkk'Track without Odds. 
¥09 will tell me now that you are- (carce able 
and that you are troubled with fo many 
lidons, that the World is weary of you. 
\ f y*^^ ^^^^ the Thing wrong : "Tis the 
, and not the World that is weary of 




Country, People judge of you by the 

[^, your Sight ; your Infirmitiei there, 

~ ' and you can't imagine what 



RocbtRer. 
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a defpicable Opinion your robuft Country-G 
tiemen have of an infirm Courtier. Here 
Town, my Lord, you are valued for the Stren 
of your Judgment ; your Infirmities afe pici 
and your good Quaiicics revercnc d. 

What a difference is there then between t\ 
two Places to live in I And yet. My Lord, ] 
liave chofeti that which is fo contrary to y 
Health, and to your Reputation. Tliat wh 
ufes to be the groateft Puniflinient of Perfon 
Difgracc , you liave volunt:4r»ly impofed u] 
your felf : You have depriv'd vour felf of 
Society oi Men that know the World, and v 
whom you hav'c always Ih'cd. A Man r 
comfort himfelf for the Lois of his Uortnnc, 
cannot receive Cunfolation I'.fter he has loft 
Swectnefs of agreeable ConverfiUion, and is 
petually pcrfecuted by Im}>crtincnts. Rcl 
your (elf with Realbn as long as you pie? 
The Relief ol Reafc n fignihe*: nothing ,• wl 
the Delicacy of ones Tail is olFended. 

Return , My Lord , Return to your Fri( 
that know yoiu* Merit , as you know th 
There is not one of them who will not Cor 
bute, as farin bim lies, either to your Relief 
your Pleafure. The Politenefs of my Lord . 
derLfiA^ will foon make you fenlible that that 
of Life , which you thought the Swcetelt 
mod Natural , is Rude and Grofs : And 
eafie , free , and unconftrain'd, way of Liv 
which he has fet up at Court, will for ever n^ 
you out of Love with the falfe Tranquillity 
boaft of in the Country. The Dutchefs or . 
%arin will eafe you of your Scruple about Vi 
She will nottake it ill that you fic juftJbj 
without Seeing her ; and lefs fenfible ^ ' 
jury (he will receive , fkatf'tif tfa^ 1 
fuffer by ic } (he wilV make ydicr n 
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nefs of a ConTerHitioii, which is not at all inferi- 
or to the Charms of her Beauty. For your 
fakeihe will fafpend her Eagernejs for B^jJ'.n, 
aod oblige you with that Pure antl Calm Reafon, 
that flie refufes us every day. Mr. Haulier has iii 
iiore a delicious Converfaiion ibr you. I am 
not fo vain a£ to tell you any thing of my own : 
I had better promife you my Services on Sun- 
d^s y and fuffcr my felf to lofe at Chtfi , evi^ry 
time that Monfieur de SmJJac bets on my tide. 

I will fay nothing to you of Madam Crofts *; 
Since flie has been Dutchefs of CkifteUtrault , 
I can't tell how (he will behave her felf towards 
My Lord of St. Albani. 

If thefe Temptations are too weak , and you 
are fully refolved to retire out of the Worfd from 
this hour ; Pray Conflder , My Lord , that a 
Perfon of Quality ought to retire into a Capital 
City. Your Reafon will ftcal you cut of the 
World in a City, whenever yon pleafe. Your 
Imagination will carry you inio in rlic Coii.i- 
try , even when you would not have it, I.ivc 
herCj My Lord, like a Philofbpher at your own 
Houfe. 'Twill be a new Meiir, for which tiic 
World will Efteem you. To live like a Philo- 
Vol. JI. L fopher 



,• Miptfs Ciofci, Sifler to the L^r.l Crofts, bad hen mie 
9f the MaiJt of Honour tn the ^nten. 4fiet Jhi rtiirtd 
fioM Court, htr Houfe became a pleafmt'-le Reniezvotit, wbeie 
the Eail of St. Alban* , and two or three more Perfoni of 
jfuality ufei to Sup alJHofi every Night. The Eml of Arraii, 
^ — Hvkeof Hamilton, fiii affdnoui Court to that Lad., 
" " ' of St. Ajbani withdrew. Mr. de Sr. 
■ •"■ thii nev Inin^vt: C.-iHin^ 
of CHASTELLERArLT i 
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fopher in Suffolk^ is to make one's fcif Obfciire, 
rather than Wife ; and forgotten by others , in- 
ftead of knowing one's fcIf. 

The grcateft Philofophcrs of Antitjuiiy lived 
I in the fineit City of Grace j and he f who 
Preached up the Advantages of a Piivaie Life , 
had Delicate fine Gardens at yjiheni , where five 
or fix of his Friends plaid the Philofopliers with 
him. . I know not how to find my way from 
Athent back to LenJon ; however, I Could wifti that 
you would return thither as foon as I. And 
now, My Loid, t am here to expcA you , a^^ 
deJirc you to bring Mr. ^CT-wyii along with yo"- 
Reftore him to the World, even in fpitc of hi"*' 
felf. It will not be long. eVe He will rftu^. 
youTlianks for aViolence fo happily comn»^''®.^\^ 
neither will yon. My Lord, be behind han^ '"pw^ 
us long , for owing this Refolution to o>i^ 
vice. 



t Efitutut4 
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* bled him in » tlioufand other QualitiCSj wai n!*l 

* folvcd of late to imitate him too in this. Thui Ij 

* have (hewnyou.Mr. Burmt^Uom whence pro-l 
' ceeds this Alteration in his Grace's Life, whicbj 

* you, it feems, have mlftaken for a Convcrfion. J 

But with Mr. Burnet's and Mr. IP'ailer's laaT C. »B 
{hall account for it after another manner. 1M 
a ccit:iin Maxtm with me, that no Man of a nicH 
Palate can love Vice, when once ijccafcs to bfl 
agreeable ; therefore I don't wonder that a Pe<B 
fon of a refined Taflc, takes up with the VirtdH 
of Continence in tiic North, where there are dH 
Objei^s to tempt him. But I dare engage, th^M 
if yout Grace were among Beauties that hai^| 
Charms enough to conquer the mofl infenfib^l 
we Should foon find the new Convert of Mi*£i^| 
mt, and Mr, IVallfr'i new P(trtniiti,w benothiiM 
in the World but the true genuine Ouke of £wiH 

Heaven forbid that I Hiould ever pcrfwadeyoll 
to Love. But I hare anothet' Sin to prnpofc to' 
you, which of your fclf you woii'd never gucfsj 
and yet I recommend it flnccrcly to you, and 
frotn the bottom of my Heart .- I mean Covttouf- 
i»c//, whi;h, in my Opinion would be more Ad- 
vantageous to yoiirG race .than theWifJom ofPhi- 
lofopherj, or the Glory of Conquerors. To be 
ihort, 1 fiiould rather chufe to fee yo.ir Grace re- 
femblc Sir. CbarUi Ilrrbtri, or any of the Heroes 
in Lomhard-fir^u^ than either Secrata or C^far. 
The greater, the Difficulty is, the greater is the 
Merit of furmounting it. Now all the World 
knows that your Grace will find more trouble to 
imitate the former than the two lAter Gentle- 
men. 

As we don't all on the fidden arrive to the 

height ofPcrfcAion, I do not exaft from you 

(hat fcveiv Difciplinc of Oetonomy, which 

makes a Man deny hinifclf every thing amidfl an 

Afilu- 
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Affluence of All. What I beg of your Grace^ is, 
thac you would have a watchful Eye upon thofe 
who have the fingering of your Money ^ to kotp 
them honeft in foite of themfelves. For unlets 
out of Tendernefs to their Souls^ you hinder them 
from playing the Knaves^ I dare fwear for them 
that they will venture Damnation a hundred timoc 
a Day and all in your Grace's Service. 

If ever you return to London, with a fmall Re- 
tinue but a great deal of Money in your Pockety 
you will certainly be the wonder of the whole 
Nation. If ypu negleA this Advice^ the greater 
part of the World will never be for you, and 
jrou mufi content your felf with a few Admirers 
in private, of whom your mod humble Servant 
UmL always be the firft ^ 
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A 

1. E T T E R 

To the Dtitchefs of MAZA- 
RIN. 



rr^"'! H E Dlfcourfe we had together Yeftcrday 
S, in the. Evening;, has been running in my 
I?,c:id all Niphcj Nor do 1 wonder at it Madam : 
Far when a man has had the Pleafurc of feeing 
YOU and licaring you Speak before, he goes to 
Ped, he niiift iiC'C expccft that of founcf Sleeping. 
1 dream: that ATonlieur R.irillon^ argued with a 
great deal o\ Solidicy. Count dc Mnlvs^ who ever 
prcfcrr d a fubmilHve Mind to Reafoning, was 
willing to yeild to your Arguments ; and look'd 
upon your Knowledge as an Authority which 
he ought to Reverence. 

I confcfs I was both convinced by, and char- 
med vvith Your.Rcafonsi whichmiade their Im- 
preflton in my Mind with all the Force of rrutii, 
and Infinuated thcmfelves into my Heart, with 
nil the allurements of your Perfon. The Heart 
foft and tender as it is, has a Natural Repugnance 
to the Aufterity of Reafon j But your Reafbn has 
found a great Secret: For it enlightens the Mind, 
aiid at the fame time Kindles a Paffion in the 
Heart! Hitherto Reafon was never accounted 
among the AttraAivcs of the Fair Sex j And you 

iniDii 




appeal 

harfli to us. Truth which was BantOi'd r 
Cicr.verfation^ as ImpertinenCi An^ 
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in a dark Recefs, as a Mover of Sedition : Truth, 
I fay, changes its Nature in your Mouth, and 
comes out only to reconcile to you the Minds of 
every Body. You fet it up again in the World 
with an entire fatisfaAion of all that hear ycu 
Speak. 

Not, Madam, but that you have your (hare 
of the Malignity of Nature too : For you have 
fometimes a fet Defign to offend us; and without 
being a Conjurer, a Man may difcover your ma- 
licious Intentions. But your Charms are Superi- 
or to thefe ill Intentions: You pleafe even 
when you have a Mind to do the contrary. And 
the only Difficulty which you may find infepara- 

blc, is not to pler,fe. 

• Truth can bear no longer the Violence you 
have ofFer.'d to it : And therefore will refume the 
Drynefs and Aufterity you have taken from it. I 
atn going to reftore it it's Natural Qualities ; 
and you'll be foon Senfible of it. Madam, upon 

Pcrufal of the Small Difcourfe I fend you here- 

• ■ • • • 

with. 

• AS SOON as wc have loft the Tafte of Plea- 
fures, our Fancy furnilhes us with agreeable I- 
deas, which Supply the Place of fenfible chings. 
The Mind endeavours to make up loft Pleafures, 
and fo goes to feek Advantages in the next 
World, when the Enjoyments that AfFefted the 
Body are fled from us. 

• A Difguft for Libertitiifm and Debauchery 
raifes fometimes in us a Defire to turn De- 
vout; but as foon as we are Settled in a more 
Religious and Holy way of Living, \ye Spend 
our Days in Endeavouring to comprehend what 
caniiGt be comprehended ; And thefe barren 
and empty Contemplations (omeiin^es produce 

irkfom Refledions on the Torment we Suffer, for 
a Good oppf^ (o the Senfes^ little known to 



* A Reafon 
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Reafon^ and faintly conceived by an uncertain 
and unfure Faith. From hence Spring the great- . 
eft Diforders and Irregularities in Monafteries ; 
For when the !pelicity which is Promifed to 
Reclufe Religious Perfons happens to appear 
doubtful^ the certain 111 they muft undergo be- 
comes ' Infupportable to them. 

* The variety of Tempers has a great (hare in 
the diverficy of Opinions Men entertain about 
Things Supernatural. Soft and Tender Souls 
naturally Incline to the Love of God j and the 
Timorous to the Fear of Hell ; the Jrrefolute 
lie in Doubt j and the Wife (tick to what's 
nioft Solid^ without Examining what's moft 
true. The Docible acquiefce ; the Opiniona- 
ted grow obftinare in the Sentiments they have 
either received from Others or formed Them- 
felves ; and the Stickler's for Reafon^ will be 
convinced by Proofs which they cannot find. 

* When Meriy faid Mr. Wurts *, have once ukm 

out of Cbrifiianity what tbey have foified into it, 
there will be but oneReUgion^ as f lain in its Define ^ 
as pure in its Morals, 

* As we do not receive our Belief from Jf Rea- 
fon, fo neither doesReafon make us change our 

' Belief. A fecret Difguft for old Opinions^ 
' makes us Renounce the Religion we have been 
^ Bred in ; the fatisfaftion the Mind Bnds in new 
' Thoughts^ makes us take up with another ; But 
^ yet when a Man has changed his Religion^ if 
' he ufes ftrong Arguments againft the Errors 
^ he has abandon'd^ he has but very weak ones to 
^ maintain theTruth of theFaith he hasEmbrac'd. 

' Doftrine 



* General of the Dutch Troofi in the War of 1671. 
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' DoArine is contentious every where ; And 
\ will eternally afford Matter of Controverfy in 
all Religions ; But we mav agree upon what 
relates to Morals. The World ^ire Unanimous 
and of the fame Opinion as to the Commands 
God has laid upon us^ and the Obedience wq 
owe to him j For in this Cafe God manifefts 
UimfelftoMen in things which Men know 
and arc fenfiblcof. flis for Myfteries, thcv ue 
above the reach of Human UndeiOaidir.n • 
And tis in v^n we endeavour to kn >w what's 
beyond ourKnowledge y And is neither ciie 
Objed of pur Senfes^ nor of ourReafon. Cuf- 
torn authorizes the Difcourfing about ic^ but 
Grace alope can Infpire the Belief of it, 
• It is not in our Power to Believe, either 
what Others plcafe, or even what we defire. 
The Underftanding cannot acquiefcc but in 
fiich things as • appear evident to it ,• But the 
Will ought to fiibniit to the Commands it Re- 
ccives. 



^Sie a Book Ent'uUd, rOMMENTAKIE PHILOSO- 
fmQOLfuf C€s P.nfitestit! jtc^ US- CHRIST, ContrainUs 
tmnr i Ciut II. Pag. S34^ 
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THE 



CHARACTER 



• 1 1 



O F 



MaJam MAZARIN. 



1 



Am unjuflly Accufcd Tor having coo great a 
Complaifknce for Madam Je Maz^arin : For 
in tnuli^ there is no Pcrfon that (lie has greater 
Jlc:ifon to complain of, than my Iclf. For fix 
xVfonths together I have been malicioufly fpying 
out fomething in Her, which jnighc difpieaie 
mc, but in fpite of all my Endeavours, I could 
dricovcr nothing there that was not too Lovely^ 
»iaI too Charming. An lll-natur'd Curiofity 
makes me examine every Feature in her Face, 
with A dcfign cither to meet there fome fhocking 
Incuularity or fome di(gii(iing^Difagrecablenefs. 
13uc how unluckily do I Succeed in my Defign! 
every Feayre about her has a parcicular Beauty, 
chat does not in the lead yield to that of her 
Eyes, wluch by the confent of all the World are 
the fined in the Univerfc. die thing there is 
that entirely confounds me: Her Teeth, her 
I.ips, her Mouth, and all the Graces that attend 
it, are toil amongfl the great variety of Beauties 
ill her 1 -ace; but if we compare thenitothefe fine 
Months, that make the greatelt Charm of 
tluile l^eilbns whom we moU admire. They 
Diown, and Eclipie every thing cKc, and what's 
but Indifferent in her, will not (uffer i.s to confi- 

der 
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dcr what's moft Remarkable in others. The Ma* 
lice of my Curiodcy does not flop here. . I pro- 
ceed to fpy out fome defed in her fhape ; and I 
find I know not what Graces of Nacure fo happi- 
ly, and fo liberally fcatter'd in her Perfon that 
the Genteelnefs of Others^ only (oems to be 
Coniiraiht and Affe(!Etation. 

When Madam Alazarin pleafcs iiie too much 
in her Negligence, I advife her to have recourfe 
to Art, hoping that her Ornaments nnd her Drefs 
will not fail to ruine her Native Ch irms : But 
fg^rce has (he drefs'd her felf, but. I am forc'd to 
cohfefs, that I never faw in any Perfon fo great 
and fo noble an Aii as hers. Nor my IIU nature 
fatisfied with this, I have a minj to fee her 
jn her Chambers^ amongft her Dogs^ her Mon* 
keys, and her Birds, hoping that the Diforder of 
her Drefs, will m^ke her lofe rhe Majefty 
of that Beauty , that aftuniHi'd us a( 
Court.; But here it is, that (he is a Hundred 
times more Amiable; here it is, chat a O/ore 
]^atural Charm gives us a Difguft to all cl at 
Art and Induftry can do ; here it is chat the Free-^ 
dom of her Wit and of her Humour leaves none 
to the Perlon that beholds her. 

What could the grearcft of her Enemies do 
more? I wiih fome Sick'nefs might Invade her to 
undermine her Graces ; But alas we are more to 
l>e Pittied than fhe in her Pains. Her very Pains 
have a Charm chat does us a greater Mifchief, 
than the SufFerer^bv them. 

After having relented and grieved at her In- 
difpofition, ' I endeavour to give her an occafion 
to Abufe me, that I may be exafperated againft 
her : With this Defign I purpofely contradicSt all 
Ihe fays ; I provoke her Anger by contencion ; I 
put her in the way to wrong me at Play : I fug- 
geft tomy felf all the Means of myOppreflion that 
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\ may be furni(hed with a Pretence for a real Re- 
fencmenr. Buc^ alas.! tq what Purpofe is all this 
foublefoine Induftry ? Her ill Treatment Pleafes 
in Read of Provoking ; ^nd her Injuries more 
charming than the Carefles of others, are fo ma- 
ny Charms^ that enflave me to her *WilI. I pafs 
from her Serious Moments, to thofa of her Gaie<^ 
tyjFor asl an^ fon^etimeswilling to fee herSerious 
out of hopes to find Her lefs agreeable j So am 1 
defirous to fee her more Free, thinking to find 
her Indifcreet. But when fhe*s Serious, (he ma- 
iies us admire her good Senfe ; when free and 
fovial, her Sprighclinefs. 

She knows as much as a Man can know ; and 
(he conceals her Knowledge with all the Difcre- 
tion^ that becomes a prudent Woman. She has 
fonie acquired Learning, which never betrays the 
Study She employed to gain ih She has fome 
happy Thoughts^ that are as far from an afFeded 
Art that Difpleafes us, as from a natural Luxuri- 
ancy that offends us. 

I have feen fome Ladies that have made Conr- 
quefts by the Advantage of their Beauty, and loft 
them again through a defeft of Wit. I have it^n 
others that Engaged us to them, by being Beauti- 
fulleand Witty together ; but difcourag'd us from 
a farther Purfuit by their Indifcretion, Ficklenefs 
and Avarice. But in Madam de Alaz,mn, if you 
pafs from her Face to her Wit, from the Qualities 
of her Mind, to thofe of her Soul, you will find 
that every 'thing atcraftsyou^ that every thins; 
faftens and Binds you, and tt^t nothing can di£ 
engage you. We defend our felves from the 
Charms of other Ladies by our Reafon. But 'tis. 
Reafon that fubjeds us to her Power . With other 
Ladies our Love generally begins, where our 
Reafon ends: Here our Love cannot end^ unlefs 
we lofe our Reafon* 

What 
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\Vhat I obfenre to be mod Extraordinary in 
Madam Maz,arin, isj that (he daily infpires nevr 
Defires ; and that after a long Familiarity , fhe 
make^ us feel all the tender Sweetnefs of a grow- 
ing PafTion. She is the only Perfdn of her Sex. 
for whom we may be eternally Confiant ; ana 
liwth whom one may enjoy every Hour the diver- 
fion of Inconflancy. We never change for her 
Perfon : We change every Moment for her Fea- 
tures ; and relifli^ in fome manne^^ all that new^ 
that lively Joy ^ which Unfaithfulnefs in Love 
makes us feeL . 

Sonietimes her Mouth is abandoned for her 
Eyes j fometlmes we leave heF Eyes to admire 
her Mouth y her Cheeks 3 her Nofe ^ her £ye- 
brows^ her Forehead, her Hair, nay, her Ears, 
(fo much pains has Nature taken to make every 
thing perfed in this Beautiful Body) her Ears at- 
traA our Inclinations in their turn , and make us 
tafte the Pleafure of Change. To confider her 
' Features feparately, one would be apt to fay, that 
there is a fecret jealoufy between them; and 
that they are ftill upon the watch to Heal Lovers 
from one another : To confider them 111' Con- 
junAion, and as they are united and joyn*d toge- 
ther , we fee them form a Beauty , that neither 
fuffers Inconftancy for itfelf, nor Fidelity for o- 
thers. I have faid enough of what*s to be feen : 
Let us now guefs at hidden Beauties; and boldly 
ifirm, by ConjeAure , that the Merit of what 
we do not fee far furpaffe* all that \vc have feen; 
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A LE 1 1 iEtl 

To Madam MAZAJRIN. 



I Read juft now , with Monficur * K^w Bennin- 
gen, the Copy of Verfes you did me the Ho* 
nour to fencf me. That Ambaflador^ who has 
^afs'd his Life in Study ^ as well as in the Ma- 
nagement of Affiiirs, thinks them very fine ; aiid 
ifor my own Part^ I am of Opinion, that there 
dre in that little Piece fome Verfes of as high 
and noble Strain as I have feen this good while^ 
in our Language. What makes me value them 
the more^ is, bccaufe there's Novelty and good 
Senfe j Which are not eafily match'd. For oiir 
Novelties have often a caft of Extravagance • 
and the good Senfe which is often found in our 
Writings is generally borrow'd from Antiquity ^ 
rather than of our own Growth. I would have 
the Nfederns infpired by the Wit of the Ancients^ 
tu*: would not have them (leal it , and pafs it 
for their own. I allow 'em to teach us how to 
think well j but hate to make ufe of their 
Thoughts. What remains of their Works had 
the advantage of Novelty, when they wrote it ; 
whereas, what we borrow from them now, is 
grown obfolete by length of Time ; and is dropt 
as it were , dead and extinguifh'd into the Brain 
of our Authofity. 

What have we to do with a new Author, who 
puts forth nothing but Old ProduAions ; who 
lets himfelf out with the Fancies of the Greeks , 

and 
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JBfld impofes on the World their Knowledge for 
his own ? A vaft number of Rules^ made Three 
Thoufand Years ago 3 are fet up to be the Stan- 
dard of what's writing now-a-daysj without con- 
fidering that neither the Subjefts to be treated , 
Ror the Genius to be regulated are the fame. 

If we fhould make Love like Anacreoit and 
S^fpboj nothing would be more ridiculous; if likc^ 
Terence^ nothing more Plxbeian^ or Citizen-like ; 
and if like Lucian, nothing more grofs and lewd. 
All Ages have a peculiar Gharader proper to 
theailelves : They have their Politicks ; their In- 
eerefts ; their Affairs ; and in fome meafure^ their 
Morals ; having their particular Virtues and Vi- 
ces. I own 'tis all Humanity dill ; but Nature is 
various in Men ; and Art^ which is nothing hut 
in Imitation of Nature^ ought to vary ds fhe 
does. Our Impertinencies are not the fame 
which Horace ridicul'd ; nor are our Vices the 
Guie which Juvenal rebuk'd : We muft therefore 
makp ufe of other Raillery and Reproofs. 

I am oblig'd to the Duke of Nevers : For I 
have a long while been looking for Novelty^ and 
he has brought it in my way. I find in him one 
who chinks himfelf what he woites^ and gives his 
own Turn to his Expreffions. 

Moy + ^ui nai dans mts Vers ecbapes au H»iz,nJy 
^me TAuJace four Re^le^ & le Bon- fens pour An . 

If Chance ^ BoUmfs , and Good-ftnce produce fb 
Inany Beauties ^ I advife Poets to lay afide all 
Rides of Arc , and to give a loofe to rheii natu- 
^nius. 



PCU'> 



t Vet fee \fKfitttn hy the Duke of Ncv-:* 
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^e nous fouvons tous voir ^ ^ut nons pouvons ecrire, 
Er flaignons /' jivenir, (jui ne peuf que Its lire, 

I fhould lament the Condicion of our De* 
fccndants^ if my own were not more to be lament* 
cd. They will live one day ; they will enter the 
World out of which I am upon the l\>int of go** 
ing i and in which I am reduc*d to read over the 
King's Exploits, without being allow'd to be an 
Eye witnefs of them, aiay more than they. Ti» 
a great Misfoitune for a Man to pafs away his 
Lite at a Diftance from his Empire : But then 
if Fortune had not baniOi'd me from it^ I (hould 
not have the Happinefs to live in yours You 
infpire Paflion in every thing that is capable of 
it i and Reafon yields to you even thole that are 
pail any Senfe of Padion * 



A LETTER 



To Count d'OLO NNE. 



I Know not why you (hould admire my Ver- 
fes, fince I don*c admire them my felt ; for 
I muft inform you, that in the Opinion of a 
celebrated Mafter in * Poetrv ^ a Poet is al- 
ways Che moft aflfeAed with nis own Compofi- 
cions. As for my felf, I acknowledge abun- 
dance of Faults lin mine, which I might corred, 

if 



'^ jiriftotle. 
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if ExaAhefs were not cxtrciimly crouHcffm to 
my Humour, and did n^r take up mo-o Ti'iv^ 
than a Pcrlbn of my Ap;c can fp^re. Be* 
fides, I have another Exaufc , which, if I 
am not mifti^ken, you will allow of: EfTays 
'jLVt it\6om MaprVli as \ and the Vrn(ls I be- 
ftow upon the King, being the firft 1 rue rmd 
Sincere 1 ever wiir, it can be no wonder I had 
no better Succcfs. As for thofe y'u bcflow 
upon me, they are an i' u'jnious Ir-ny , of 
which Rhetorical Figure,! was tonneily To i>reat a 
Mflfter, chat the Marcfchal oUMrtmbnnh ihijiMxt 
no Body biit my (elf ca; able U) we with vou in 
it. However, you rmght not to have employU 
it againft a Man who has left the ufe of it ; and 
who is fo entirely your humble Servant as I 
am 

Youfce I am pretty well upon my Guard agaiijft 
Ridicule ; and yet in fpight of all my Precautions, 
I cannot forbear to indulj',c my felf in tlic Praif s 
you give me i:pc»n the fcoie of my Ju(!gmcnr. 
Tis yourlntercft it fliou'd be Cod. Iruc, and 
Delicate ; for the IJm of yor.rs, which I always 
preferve by me, is the Rule of nune. 

That Miracle of Beauty which I formerly fawir 
at Rourpon^ is the fame Miracle of Beauty which 
I daily fee at LoTidnv. Some additional Years, have 
given her more Wit, and taken away none of 
her Charms. 

Fair Eyes fo fweetlj Charming and Divine, 
That caufe Juch Tranjports where you fhsnCj 
Oh ! nere to Grief your Chriflal Treafures Pay^ 
Tour Pearls on Grief are thrown away. 
Tsars from thofe Oris let no Misfortunes move j 
So rid a Tributes only due to Love. 

Ma As 
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As for the wicked Expcc^icnts you Advife me 
to^ I am not in a condition ;o pra6l-i(e them, 
neither is fhe in Humour to (uftcr them. If I 
muft fir uj^ all nij^ht, they cell me 1 have not yet 
fccn Ixui ty. if I am to take a lung Journey in 
- the Wind and Rain, wh«c a Noble Conltitucion 
has Mr. //c St- E^vrcwcn^ ! But if I lay my Head cloii 
to heis,rmj:il to her Mair, or k:(s the Tip of her 
Ear, J Hui { refc ncly asked^whcther i knew Madam 
* Ct.br'ulky and if I nrade my Court to Mury de 
MeJicii? But my Pujier fails me. Place mc, I pray, 
amonj; yo.ir lolil Fiicnds , immediately afccr 
Monf. de C n.fpl s t The M'n\itU to Love prcfents 

her Service to you. 



FRIENDSHIP 
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FRIENDSHIP^ 

To the Earl of St. Albans. 



I Was a long while of Opinion , that Wo- 
men have no inconHclerahle Advantage over 
usi in thar we are loved only by the Icis Wife j and 
that the Wifeft of Men thought fie to love them 

all 

* Gabrielle d'Eflrcci, Mifirefs to Henry IV, of Fnw» 
t Alphonre de Crequi Matfuu de Canaples, now Duk$ 

Lefdiguieres. . 

* Tbe Dutehefs of Mazirin caui'i ibis Piece to he frintii 
in London in i^ii ^ gnd tn a Frolick, fut this Title to ;/• 
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all his Lifetime. The Policed Man in Anciq/ji- 
ty, the mod Virtuous, and the Created^ I mean 
AlcikiaJeSy y^gefil/iuty^nd /iLxiiidevy were acquaint- 
ed with other Charms btfides thofe of rho La- 
dies. The moft Magnanimous among the Ro^ 
mans i ScifiOy the Honour of a Republick, which 
can be reproach'd with nothin}^, but her Ingra- 
titude towards him ; Scipio^ I fay, is commended 
for Continency, which was no other than his 
want of TaHe, or SendbiHty for the Fair, Cd:J4ny 
whofe Name alone is a Panegyrick, fliew'd no 
Averfenefs to any fort of Love. Solomon was 
altogether unacquainted with fuch vjrious Like- 
ings and Difgufts : For he wholly Devoted hini- 
felf to the Female Sex, being infenlible of any 
other Charms but theirs. 

*Tis fomewhat f :rprizijig,that the PoHrcft, the 
Greateft, theBeftof Men, and the mod Magnani- 
mous, could forbear the Love of Women ; and 
as if this kind of Love was rclcrv'd for civj 
Wife, that 5c/o/wo» made it his principal Buh/icii 
of his Life. It is furprizing, I own it; but after 
due Reflcdion , I find nothing in it that we 
ought to wonder at. The Polite among the 
Ancients had a great Averfenefs to all manner 
of Subjedion : And in the purfuit of all Plea- 
furcs, they (HI! rccninVl the I iberty of pafling 
from one Sex to the other, according to their 
Fancy. The Love of Women would have foftcn'd 
the Courage of Men ; the Virtue of the 
good Men had been adulterated by it j and the 
Spirit of the Magnanimous might have been 
weakncd : But true Wifdom ran no great Danger 
ivith the Female Sex. fhe wife Man, (till Su- 
perior to their Weakneft , their Unfteadinefs, 
and their Caprice, can cither govern them at 
his Pleafure, or part with them when he thinks 

M ; con- 
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corivenient. While he beholds others in Slavery, 
adcl tofsM by '^n uiiforruniue Pj^llion, he enjoys a 
Steadineii and Calinneis, chat fooths his Pain, 
and takes oft the Senle of a Ttio« (and Difquie- 
Tudes which are not cured by Reafon alone. 
Not but that he may fiiJl info fome trrorj for 
there's no tbch Thing as O-nUanc i^ubility in 
Human Nature : But it is not long betore he 
^ recovers his w;indering Judgment, and comes to 

re-fettle his former Tranquillity. 

The World has f<:en an egregious Inftancc of 
this in Ao/W/», who loved the Fair Sex all his Life- 
time ; but difTerentlv, according to the diflFe- 
rent Periods of his Age. When Young, he had 
all the Tcndernefs of a I.over : Of which his 
foft and melfing Expreflions aie fufficient Proof j 
and 'tis but Reading his C A NTl C L E of 
CANTICLES to be convinced of it. I 
muft beg Pardon for not Interpreting it in a My- 
llical Scnfe : And I fhall never be pcrfuaded to 
b?licve that Sokna.yi intended to make our 
S A V I OUR JF.SUS CUR 1ST fpeak to 
his Church with more efF<?minare -Sentiments, 
and more lafcivious txpreffions than C'ttillus u- 
Icd for Lcibi.t ; :\nd Ovid for Corinn.^ : In Verfes 
more tender than thofe of Petrarch for L^nra ; and 
more gallant than rhofecf Fi/Vwrr for Hilrza. Nei- 
ther do I think that Solorn:<n fpoke to a Wife: A 
dear N/liftrefs muft undoubtedly be the Objed of 
fuch L we, fjch Raptures, fuch Eagernefs. How- 
ever, he 1 jvcd lefs than he was bjlov'd : And 
he knew by Experience that the Women were 
more Paflfionate than the Men. This is a Truth 
which even the Holy Scripture has thought fit to 
confinn - When to exprefs the Sentiments which 
David and Jonathan had one for the other^ 

ic 
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]c£iys *^ tbty laved one another as a Mun tcves 
Woman : To denote che tendered Love. 
SoUmon in the Vigour of his Age (hew'd 
lefs Tendernefs atd Sincerity in his AfTcifiions 
and Amours. He made ufe even of the Fame 
of his Wifdom to make himfelf belcv'd. 'Tis by 
that means he got fo much Gold from the QiiCcn 
of Sbtha^2L Princefs fo fondly intoxicated with his 
Wifdom^ that fhe left her Kingdom to fee a Sage. 
When Solomon grew in Years, he alter'd his Con- 
dud with the Fair. Having loft the Merit of 
f leafing^ he purfued that of Obtying. He might 
have commanded, and fcrc'd Love, but would not 
be beholden for it to Power ; and endeavour 'd by 
Supplenefs and Submidion to make up his pa(t 
Endearments, Tho' a King, tho' a wife Man, he 
becomesa Slave to his Miftreffes in his Old- Age ; 
beingof Opinion^ that in that Melancholy and 
unfortunate Pericd of cur Lives, we ought, as 
far as poffible, to ileal away, as it were, fiom our 
felves j and that 'tis better for us to give u:^ our 
felves to the Charms of a Beauty^ that enchants 
our Ills, than to fad Rcfledions^ and frightfu! 
imaginations. 

I am not Ignorant that Sdomim has been cen- 
fured for this iaft ConduA : But tho' his Reafon 
appeared weaken'd, he was nevenhelefs Wife with 
rejped to himfelf. He thereby I'often'd his Sor- 
row j footh'd his Pains, diverted the 1:1s he could 
not overcome ; and Wifdcm, which could no 
longer find oat Means to make him Hapry^made 
good uije cf D.v;;iTions to render him Ids Mifc- 

M 4. rable. 



* X. Book of 5anr.u*l,CA/Jf . i. vtr. z/j, TUre u in the Texty 
Your Love for *x^ was £x:raoriii.:;ry, ii tjntti^d the PafTuri 
for Women. Otr Tr'inll:thn /:?/, Thy Lovs t.o t^c w« 
woadeifu], |Siffifi;;th« Lcr: of Women. 'lis Dar^id who 
feeaks bere of his dear Jonaihan^ wh-m he haJ h.itl/ 
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rable. Wc fcarce begin to grow Old, but wc 
begin to be difpleafed with our fclves, through a 
Difguft of our of fclves, which fecretly grows 
within us. Theh our Soul, void of ^c If Love, 
is cafily filled wich the Love of External Objsds ; 
arni (uchof chcfc as would formerly hrive pleasMus 
bur indifferently ,through the R^filtancethcy met 
wich from our own Seiutments, Ch;»rrn and Cap- 
tivate us through our Weaknefs. Hence it comes 
top.i)fs,that Miltrcflcs difpofc of their old Lovers, 
and Wives of old Husbands, as they oleafe : Hence 
it was that Sj^h^x abandoned himfelf to the 
Will oi Sofhonist/.t^^n^i\vdt Auguflus^^s governed 
by Li^via. And not not to fetch all my Examples 
from Antiquity^ this made Monfieur dt Senelte^ 
re* 3L Perlon worthy to be named with Kings and 
Emperors, upon the bare Score of his being a 
Man of true Honour ,• this ,1 (ay , made 
that Courtier, who was equally Wife, Nice, 
and Polite, fupincly give way to the Fondnefs of 
a^oung Woman he had married in his latter 
Days. If you kmv ^ (i^id he to his Friends, the 
Cun^itkn of a Vtrln of ^ny jlge, who hjs nothing hat 
Inmdlj to entiYtn'tn his Soitt»4eU'y you v^ottld not 7//i)w- 
iier at my Rfjvlutiofi to ha've a Cowpunion thnt fla^jed 
wr, Ut the rnrrhife cnfl whtzt it VfilL For my 

I ait, I never blamed hin^ for it : And indeed, 
how can one cenfure what Solomon heretofore, 
and the N4arc(chal d'Efiriu t of late Years, have 
:iuihori//d by their Examples? However, in 
Spite of all thcfc Authorities,! fhould have a great 
Eftcem for a Man who Ihould have Strength 

enough 



* F^uher to the Moftfchnl of la Fcrtc. 

t The Matifchal 6^mice% mmiei to h'u Third Wife^ at 
01 ttari of Age y Gabiiele de Longueval, Davghtef to Mtni- 
caii)p« 
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enough to preferve the Tafte of Liberty to the 
End of his Life. 

Not that a fall Independency is always to be 
commended : For fucti free and diiengaged 
Gentlemen , often become indifferent and un- 
grateful. Let us avoid the two Excreams of 

abfoltttt Subji^lon^ and entire Freedom ; and con- 
tent our felves with an eafy and honourable Jn- 
tercourfe, as agreeable to our Friends as to our 
felves. If any thing more is required of me 
than a hearty Concern and fmcere Endeavours, 
for the Intereft of thofe I Love j any thing 
more than my fmall Afliftance as weakas'cis^when 
they are in Diftrefs j or more than Difcrecion 
in Converfation, and Secrefy in Affairs of Mo- 
menrj'ecchem feek for a Friend elfewhere : For, 
I can afford them no more. 

Violent Pafllions are une<)ual, and portend the 
the Diftradion of Change. In Love, we muft 
leave thofe Exceffes for the Polexamlers and the 
Cyrus's of our Romances : And in Friendfhip,for 
Orefies and PjLde$ oi Our Plays. Thefe ^iie things 
we read, and fee reprcfcnted, which are not to be 
found in the Commerce and Pradlice of the 
World. And indeed, 'tis well thejr are not j for 
they would produce very extravagant Adventures. 

What did Oreftes ever do, that great and lU 
luftrious Example of Friendfhipr What did he ever 
do, I fay, that ought not to ilrike us with Hor- 
ror ? He kiird his own Mocher; Murder'd Pyrrhnty 
and fell into fuch flrange Convulfions of Fury, 
that it coft fome Players * their Lives, who en- 
deavoured 



• M6ntf1euri,tf ctlthatti French Play er.ma^c fuch ixtrnor* 
iimary Efortt in Sing the Part of Oitiesm K^ ine't AK« 
Dt^OMACHZ, thMt he feU sfek upon it^nd died. Mon 
dori« another French Trsiedian^ had the fame Fate in the Re- 
pefentatton of Mariana. 
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deavoui'd co top his Ch^iraAcr. Lee us carefully 
obfcrvc (he N;fruie of choic entire Fricndfhips, 
and KngHgentcnrs which arc (o cry'd up, and wc 
(hall find chem to be made up of (ullen black Mc^ 
lancholly ; ihc chief Inf^iedient in the C.onipofi- 
cionof allM.'in-Hiircrs* And indeed, the redu- 
cine ones fcif to Love buc one Peifon, is a 
Difpolition CO h:«cc all the red: And what is c»ken 
for an admirable V it cue with relpcA to a private 
Per(bn, is a great Crime towjids all the World. 
He cliac makes us lofe the Converfition of ihc 
reft r.f Mankind, by Dci'criin); clicm as he has 
donc^ makes ub lo(e more than he is Word), let 
hid Merit be never (b |i;ieac. Im us pretend to 
841 great Difincerciteilncis as we picafe ; let us 
cnnfint all our Defires ro the I^uiicy and Jlxccl' 
lence of our P^flion, conceivinf; n'> Good but 
what refutes fiom it : Yet, wc fliall languifh and 
pine in this rehned Fiiendfhip, unlets wc draw 
from general Society, thofc Conveiiiencics and 
Delights that animate piivaie Cnveifation. 

The Union of two Peribns entirely dcvotcii 
fo one audther : That fuhlime Union wants )et 
the AHidance 'of foreign '1 hings to excite the 
Tafte of Picafuie, and the Senfe cjf Joy, Not- 
witf.flanciing all the boaded Syu)pathy between 
rhcm, tlie I^aiticipation of CuunciU and Secrets, 
it will hanlly yield .satisiaAion in pmportiofi 
to (he Vexation and Uiieahnels itocealions. 'Tis 
in the Intercourfc ol die WorlJ, and an)ongi'l 
Divcriionb and Uutinefs, that the molt agreeable 
andprohtal^le I'Jielic!fhip^arefolmd. Ifet a i^icMt 
Value upon die C^onetpondence berwecn the 
MareCchal // Kflrcci and Monfieur deStnellnrf^ who 
liy*d Fifty Yeats at Court, in an un-interruptod 
Intimacy : 1 more eltcem the Confidence the 

Prince 
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Prince de Turenne had in the Marquis Je * R^vigny^ 
for Forty Years together', than thofe Fricndfhips 
fo often inftanc'd, and never Pradifed a- 
raongft Men. As nothing 'Contributes more to 
the Happinefs of Life than Friendfhip, fo no- 
thing diftuibs its Repofe fo much as Friends, if 
we have not Judgment enough to chufe them 
well. Importunate Friends make us wifh they 
were indifferent, fo they were more » agreeable. 
The Morofe gives us more uneafinefsby their Hu- 
mour, than they do us good by thtir Services. 
The Imperious tyrannize over us • We muft hate 
whatev^ir they do, be it never fo agreeable j wc 
muft love what hey love, tho' we think it Mau- 
feous and Difplc^fing. Wc mud do violence to 
our Nature j enflave our Judgment ; renounce 
our Tafte; and under the fair Name of CawpUi* 
fanee, pay a general Submiflion to all they fmd 
fittoimpofe upon us with Authority. Jealous 
. Friends are an infupportable Plague : They 
hate all Advice that is not of their own giving : 
And as they are angry at u\l the Good that Iwp- 
pens to us without their IncerpofKic/n^ (o they 
rejoyce at the 111 that befals us bv following 
the Dired:ions of others. There are Men in 
the World that make Profeffion of Friendfliip, 
and value themfeives upon taking our Parts at 
random , and ijpon all O^.-ilons : And ft;ch 
vain Friends fer\'e for nothing elfe, but to Incenfe 
the World againfl us by their impr-dcnt Cx^n- 
tcfts. There are others that juttify us when no» 
Body accufts us ; who by tl:dr incifcrcer Zcai, 
bring us into Affairs where we had nothing to 
do; and draw Inconveniences upon us v/hich we 
would willingly avcid.Let who ple^fcbe cor. rented 

with 
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wich fuch Friends- As for me^ I am noc fatisfy *d 
with a Man's good Incenrion that proves to my 
Prejudice : I would have \t attended wich Di- 
fcretion and /Prudence. A Man's AfFeftion 
makes me no amends for the Mlfchief his Rafli- 
nefs has done me. I return him Thanks for his 
impertinent Zt%\ y and advife him to ieek to be 
applauded for it amongft Fools. If the Light of 
the Underiianding does not guide the Motions of 
the Heart, Friends are more ape to vex and dif- 
quiet I than to picafe us ; and more capable to 
hurt than to ferve us. 

In the mean time^ we hear nothing talk'd of^ 
buttheHeart^inall the Difcourfes about Love and 
Frien^fliip. Poets become troublefomc upon this 
Theme ^ Lovers tedious ; and Friends ridiculous. 
We fee nothing in our Plays but King s Daughters 
yield the Hearty but rcfufe the Hand ^ or 
Princefles that give the Hand , but cannot 
confent to yield the Heart. Lovers become 
Naufeous by perpetually demanding the Since- 
rity of the Heart ; and Fritnds, letting u p for 
aflefted Precifums^ challenge it for their due as 
well as Lovers. This betrays a very impcrfcdl 
Knowledge of the Nature of it : Whereas, for 
a little Irregular Ileat^ for fome unequal and 
uncertain Tenderncfs it may fometimes afford, 
there's no Caprice, Ingratitude, and Infidelity, 
but we ought to apprehend from it. 

Begging Pardon of the Whimfies of Poers, and 
^ Immaginacions of Painters we call Love very 
improperly Blinds LOVE is, for tiic moH part, 
a PafSon of which the Heart makes generally an 
ill ufe. The Heart is a blind Guide, winch 
leads us into all our Errors. 'Tis chat which pre- 
fen a Fool before a Man of Senfe, chat makes 
us doat on ugly ObiedS| and difown very Lo- 
vely ones ; tnac bobwi it filf ba Ac moft De- 
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form'd, and refufes it felf to the moft Beauti- 
ful. 'Tis that in fhort, that fet Jocondts * Friend 
a-rambling^ through chc Jealoufie of a Dwarf. 

* ris that which dtforders the moft Regular j that 
bereaves the Refcived and Difcrcct of their 
Virtue , and undermines the Devotion of the 
greareft Sriints among the Fair Sex. It pays 
as little regard co Rules in a Convent^ as to Du* 
ly in a private Family ; *tis faithlefs to a Huf-- 
band ; but much more fo to a Lover : It difcom* 
pofes the Former , and diftracts the Latter. It 
ads without either Council or Knowledge : It 
rebels againft Reafon, that fhould be the Guide ; 
and being recr:;:ly moved by hidden Springs ir 
does not conctive, it beftov/sand withdraws it^ 
Affedions wirhru?' Reafon ; engages it felf with- 
out Def!gn|; breads off without obferving an 
Decorum ; An-^, in Ihort, occafions ftrange Fo 
lies , that make a great deal of Noifc in the 
World, and equally difgrace all the Parries con- 
cern'd in thtm. 

This is ^r.e common Fate <A U-ut and l-Vienl 
(hip grour.dcd en the He-^rt. Ai for thofe ]Al 
and reafor.ablcTiesovsr-rui :? hs Judjfment^there'j 
no Rupt-re to be apprehended ; lor either they 
laft for Life, or infenfibly wtAx off, with Dif- 
cretion and Decency. It i: certain that X^tturs 
has pl^Czd in our Hearts a ly/viny Fc^flr/y ^if I 
may fo freaky fomc fecret Vnndvh rj Afftction, 
fome hidden flock of Tenderntf?, which opens 
and cocr.municates it felf in rirr.'j. But the ufe 
of it ha= bsea no f-ir:her rcc^ivV ?.nd authorized 
amoogfi Men, than as it may ren'fer Life more 

Eatfy 
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Eafy anHappy, 'Tis upon this Score, that Epicu- 
rus recommended it fo much to his Difciples; that 
Cicero exhorts us to it by Arguments, cind invites 
us to it by feveral Examples ; that Stnna^ as ftern 
and rigid as he is^ becomes (bfc and tender af- 
foonas hebeginstofpeakofFriehdfhip; that /I/mi- 
taigne refines upon Seneca in more lively Ex|^reifi- 
ons ; and that Gajftndus fees forth ttie Advantages 
of that Virtue^ and as far as in him lies^ difpofes 
his Readers to acquire them 

All Men of Senfe,Honefty, and good Breeding 
agree with Philofophers upon this Foundation^ 
that FRiENSHiP ought to contribute 
more than any thing befidestoour Happinefs And 
indeed, Man would hardly depart from himfelf, 
as it were, upon any Account whatever, to unite 
himfelftoanother^if hedidnot find more Pleafure 
in this Union, than in the firft Sentiments of Self- 
I-ove, The whole World affords nothing more 
precious and valuable than the Fiiendfliip of 
wife Men. That of others, as it is boifleiious 
and diforderly, io it difturbs the Peace of pub- 
lick Society, and the Pleaii;rcs of private Con- 
verfations. 'Tisafavage Friend(hip,vvhich Rca- 
fondifowns, and which we could wifh to be the 
Lot of our Enemies, to be reveng d of them for 
their Hatred to ls. 

But let Friends be never fo Sincere and Regu- 
lar, 'tis yet inconvenient to have coo many of 
them. If our Gares are divided into many 
Streams and Channels, we can neither attend our 
own Concerns, nor thofe of other Men, with 
the Appplication they deferve : For when the 
Soul dimifes it felf undtftinguifhably upon all Ob- 
jeds, our AffeAions are fo diftraded, that they 

properly fix upon nothing. Lee us Live for a few 

that 
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that Live for us : Let us feek an eafy and agree- 
jjble Converfarion , with every Body j and our 
private Advangtages withthcfe that can piomote 
our Intereft. 



A LET T E R 

To Monfieur J U S T F 1 . ^ 



5 7 7?, 

I Am over-joy'd to fee you m F.Kgltmd ; the 
Converfation of fo kiiowine;, and lb inquifitive 
a Man as your lelf, afFord mc no lirtle Satis^ 
fiaAion : But give me le.ive nor to approve the Re- 
folucion you have takerj to quit FfK-nce, lb long a> 
J fee you entertain fo render and lb fond- a Rem- 
memb'ance of that Kingc-om. As often as I lee 
you doleful and dcfolacc, wifliing for ^aris on 
the Banks of our Thnmt^j you put me in mind 
of the poor Ifraelitcs bewailing their bsjjoved 7/*- 
rufaltm on the Banks of Eufhratts. hither live 
happy in England, with the Enjoyment of full 
Liberty of Gonfcience, or make Ihifc to bear 
fmall Hardfliips^ as to Religion, in your own 
Country^ to enjoy there all the Conveniences of 
Life. 

Is 



* J ttffon of Merit and Ltatning^ much vcrfci in th$ 
Kn§mlidg$ of Books, wbocamtover to England with all hit 
Fmmly m Ooober, itfSx. Some Teart after he was naie the 
JCiin Libiarj*|jitper 4/ £r, James'/. 
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Is it poffible that Images, Ornaments^ fmall 
Ceremonies ; liccle Novelties, which you account 
Superflicious , and wc Religious; char certain 
Queftions debated with m^ic Subcilty for the 
Reputation of the Learned Di(putanC5^ than 
Knowledge and Candor for our Edihcacion : Is 
it poflible^in (horr, chat Differences^ ciihcr fo in- 
conOderablc , or fo ill.grounded^ fhould difturb 
the Tranquillity of Nations, and occafion che' 
grcatcfl Misfortunes chat bcfal Men ? Tis a 
commendable thing, I confcfs, to IVorjlup (iod in 
Spirit and Truth i That (irlt Being, that Supream 
Intelligence defervcs our mod (mrify'd and exal- 
ted Speculations : But when we endeavour to 
difcharge our Souls frcim all Commerce wich our 
Senfes, can we alllireourfelvcs cliac an abdrafted 
Underflanding will not lofe it felf in wandering 
Thoughts, and lead us into more Extravagancies; 
^han it will difcover Truths ? Whence , chink 
you, came all tlic /Vofuidities of fo many Seds , 
but from deep Meditations, wheiein the Mind 
after its Dozing and Di earning, meets wich noth- 
ing but its own Imaginaciwus i 

Lay afide, Sir, your ()ccvifh and (tubborn Ab- 
horrence of our Images; which, in amiinner, fix 
what's fo hard to be fettled, the Mind, liefidcs, 
as nothing is more Natural to Man than Imitati- 
on j fb, of all Imitations, none h (o Lawful as 
chat of a PiAure, that i'eprc(ents to us what wc 
ought to worfhip. The Idea of virtuous Perfons 
crcaces in us a Love of their Viitixs, and ex- 
cites wichin us a jud Defire to attain that Pcr- 
fedion which they arrived to. There arc Emu- 
lations of Sandicy,as wellasjealoufies of Glory: 
and if a Pifture of Alexander animated the Am- 
bition of Ciefar with defire of Conquering the 
the World ; the Images of our Saints may lurely 
1(indie in us che Ardour of their Zeal, and 

toipirc 
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iaQ»lred us with that happy Yioleoce that raviflhes 

Erery one knows that tJuma prohibited all 
inanner of Images in the Temples of the R(h 
Hums^ and his Law was religioufly obferv'd 
for ft gbod While : But it was afcerwards thought . 
fictti return to Nature, which can hardly forbear 
the Reprefentition of Objeds ^ When the Ob- 
jdfts thenifelves are abfent ; and the Writings of 
that Legiflator having^ by chance^ been found 
in bis Sepulchre^ it was judg'd more proper 
•CO bam them ^ than to take them, up again 
with the Drynefs of his iirft Inftitutions. The 
Fathers of the Church have attacked nothing fd 
fiercely among the Heathens^ as t^igures and Ima* 

ges : Which they call'd GoJUs of Wood and Stone j 
fMtttd Deities J Vain Contrivances of Fancy j Impl- 
'm Handy-Works of Men. But 'cis certain^ that 
Heathenifm was iQirce fupprefs'd, and Chriftian 
ReUgion fettled, when the ufe of Reprcfentations^ 
tho* formerly fo much exclaim'd againft, was 
lefumed ^ and a great Council ^ which wa< 
held fome time after, ordered them to be reve- 
renc'd. 

I own that the Old Tejtainent did not allow 
die forming any *thing that Icok'd like the 
Re(emblance of God' The Almighty Being W^d 
drawn bimfelf in the great Work of the Uni- 
terfe. The Heavens, the fun, the Srars, t\c 
Elements^ were the Images of his Immenficy and 
Power J the wonderful order of Nature expref/d 
has WUtlom to us : Our Underftanding, which 

Vol n: N U 
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\i defirous to know cvciy thing, found in 
fclfakind of Idea of his infinite Intelligence 
and this was all that could be imagined of 
GOD, who difcovcr'tl hinifcif to Men n 
other way but by his Works- But the cafe is a 
tered under the Difpenfation of the New Tefl) 
mcnt. Since Cod made hirnfelf Mum for oi 
Redemption, we may I;iwfully make to ot 
felvcs Imagcsof him, whereby wc may be exalte 
to acknowledge his Goodnefs and Love. Andindee 
if they were condemned as //trrm-tj who deny' 
his Humanitjff is it not a ilrange Abfurdlty to ca 
us Idoliitert, for loving to fee it reprefented i W 
are commanded ever to have his PafHon in oq 
Thoughts, always to meditate on his SufTcring 
and yet fome, it feems, would make it Crimini 
for us, the having of Images that keep up th 
Remembrance of them. They would have th 
Image of his Death to be ever pre fen: to oa 
Mind, and yet will not allow any before oi 
Eyes. 

Your Averlion for the Sacraments of oi 
Priefts , and of our Churches, has no bct^_ 
Foundation. You know, Sir , that G O I 
himfelf condefcended ro ordain even the Frine 
that belonged to the Habit of the Iligh-Pricft. 
Our ^ontilical Hubiis come far ftiort of thofe 
ufed in ths Jni'ijli O^'conomy ; and yfrti would 
hardly forgive our Bifhops, fhould they olRciate 
at M'ifs wiih the fine Ornaments of a llrr^Ji-Piate 
und !i::!e B*t!i. As for the Pomp of our Churches, 
you have Ucafon to-tall it vain, if you campai 
It to the folid Magnificence of the Temple f 
Solomcn, in which Gold and Silver might h«' 
been ufed inClcad of Stone, towards thcReacingu] 
of that Sumptuous Strudurc, Nor is your Atiflf 
rity lofswitd in the &U«nci[igoutMurick,tiian ' 
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^Hmdemning our Images. You ought to retnem- 
^^Rr that Dtfvii recommended nothing foearneft- 
ly to the Javi, as the celebrating of the Praifes 
of the Almighty, with all forts of Inftruments. 
Mufick in Churches, exalts the Soul, purifies the 
Mind, moves the .Heart, infpires and laifes 
Devotioni 

When a Myftery ora Miracle comes In Que- 
ftion, you will admit of nothing but Scnfc and 
Reafon ; But in Natural things, that conduces 
to Devotion, Senfe and Reafon are your Ene* 
Biies. There you afcribe all to Nature, here t«* 
Grace ; there we can alledgc nothing Supcrnat 
tural, bur you Laugh at it : Here we offer noSj 
thing Humanetoyoujbut you think it Prophand-" 
and Impious. 

Divifions and Controverfies have difturbed the 
Peace of Mankind but too long. Agree with 
Us about Ceremonies lawfully eflablifh'd, and wfri 
will joyn with you in exclaiming againft AbufeiJ 
that have crept in. As for Inftance, againft baft;! 
Intereft, fordid Gain, and Snares laid either fofj 
the Weaknefs of Women, or the Simplicity ofl 
Superftitious and Credulous Men. Let them en- 
deavour to grow pure, who are rcproach'd with 
Gorruption { let them who have the Vanity to 
think themfelves pure, bear with fmall infenfible 
Alieradons, to which Humane Nature is led by 
Neccffity. .Let not, on the one Hand, a Rcman- 
Carfiolick be deftroyd as an Idolater ; nor, on the 
other, a Proteftant burnt as a Heretick. Nothing 
is more reafonable than for a Man to adore whac 
he believes to be G O D ; nor any thing lefs Cri- 
minai, than not to adore what he looks upon to 
be a bare SIGN : And I cannot imagine how 
^Uldifiercnt way of BeKeving could be the oc- 
^H^ N 2 cafion 
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CiCiOti of fo much Barbarity in a Religion aUogA 
tlier founded upon Love and Charity. If ihei 
are tlieef[^<^&of Zeal, I'd fain know what thol 
of Fury and Madnefs can be ? 

One Part of the Fathers hat ftuck to the Lit 
tcralScnfetTthcfc Words. THIS IS MYB< 
DYj the other has taken them in a Figurativi 
Senfc, in a Coi.ntry where almofl every thini 
was Ipnkcn in Figures. The truih of what I fay i 
moft evidently prov'd by the Books of Mont yir 
niuld, and Monf.C/tiwt/r, wherein alTbon as Monf 
AmauU brings in a Palliige out of any of thi 
Fathers, all the Wit anJ Dexterity of M. Ctaui^ 
are fcarcc able to evade it ; and when the lute 
inftances in another that favours his Opinion, 
the Force and Vehemence of M. ArmuUcxntat 
overthruw the Argument of M. Claudi. Th! 
Divcrfity of Opinion, is manifcll among tb 
Fithers ; and 'tii but having either a moderati 
Pcitetiui ion, to he fcnfiblc of^ic, or a little Sinccri 
ty, tfi own it, Ncvenhclcfs, Sir, this Differcac 
di<' not break ilic Communion of the Church 
and all tliofc Failici* went rcli|?U-u(Iv together to 
receive the Blcflings that arc pruutis'd us in thac 
Sacrament. 

Youll [ity, ihat ti» dilficuU to agree with 
upon the Kxiflttier of j BoJj wil/iouf titbtr ferm 
ExtenfimT But is it an eafic matter to take up with 
your lpirUn,.l E'Uin^ hi or a Biliff which italij tstt tbt 
Suhjianrt ofthiif^mt Bo4j f The diilicuhy u gieat 
on both itdcs ; and BMUa^J^JiecclTary to fup^ 
port your O] ' 

fuffer us to ei 
Myllcry 
ley of F: 
txpiaiad k 
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^^Kec every one (lick to his own Dodrine, as he 

^^%iiiiks fie ; but let OS agree in the Ufa of the 

Sacrament : Thiswas th^: Pra.ftifc of the Fathers; 

why fhould not we follow their Example now.a- 

day's ? 

The Article of Adorauon ought not to be an 
Obflaclc to it ; fince true Adoration is an inward 
^^&t dependent on you : And without the Inten- 
^Hjfain of your Mind, and the Motion of your 
^Hfeart, for all your Kneeling down, you adore 
^^flOthing. If Kneeling down were IVurfbippin^ , 
Oiildrcn would be Idolaters in England ^ for 
asking Bleffing of their Parents. In like manner a 
iLover who falls at his Mlftrefs'i Feet, would 
perform an Ad of Idolatry ; and tlie Sfaniardiy 
whofe B«ws are a kind of Kpeeling down, would 
at leaft be Prophane. *Tis through a refining 
upon your Notions, that ^jkirs pull off their 
Hats neither to Princes nor Maglftrates, upon 
an Apprehenfion of communicating toja Creature 
the Honour which is only due to the Creator. 
It isflrange, that your Miniflers who make open 
Waragainft Superftition, fliould thcnifelves run 
into aPradifc more Supsiilitiou^jtfian that ->vhich 
they afcribe to the moft ignorant St-wja-Catho- 
liks- For not to pay a due Honour, through an 
ill grounded Scruple of Religion, is more unex- 
cufable, than to aver-do it, through miftaken 
Zeal. 

Had I been in the Place of the Refortn'J in 
FroHttf I would have receiv'd the Bifhop of 
* CmJcfn's Book with a!! the Favour imaginable ; 
and hacing returned that Prelate Thanks ft^r his 
infmuating Overtures, I would have begg'd of 
N 5 hiiT^ 
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htm to have furnifli'd nic with a Catholick R 
ligion purged fioni Errors, and agreeable to 1 
EXPOSITIONS OF THECJ 
THOLICK FAITH. I confcfs he wouj 
nnr have founJ i[ in Ital^, Spain, or Portugal ; Bl 
he miRhc have -procured it to you in Fr/ma 
free Irom the Superftitions of the Multitude, an 
the Infpirarions of Foreigners j regulated wid 
equal Wifdom and Piety by our Laws ; and main 
(ain'd with Refoluiion by our P^rliarhents. Ii 
fucU a Cafe, if you apprehend ihe Power of tbi 
Pope, ilie Libcrriesof the G-//»ca« Church wil 
ikrccn you agaiiii) it. There hiv Hotincfi wi 
neither be hfJlibU,noi Sovcreifin Umpire of yoo 
Faith : He will neither difpole of the Domial 
or.s of Princes, nor of rlie kingdoms of Heaved 
ar his Pleafure : In fiich a Caie, if you becoin 
Rom.m f'i far as, with lawful Submiflion, tor 
fpci^ his Charai^er and Dignity, it will I 
fufficienr for you to be a Frtnch-Man not to draa 
his Jurifdidion. But if the Love of Separatio 
flill poffelTes you, and you cannot in the lea 
difcharge your (elf from the Opinions that af 
grown habitual with you, do not complain o 
what i) token from you, as an ItijuOice, hq 
raiher be thankful lor what is left you, as a Fa 
vour. ^utlenncfs, Miirniurini;, and Oppofitioq 

will rather hurt t'tan fervc your ""^ """"* 

as a more refpedful Behaviour, j 
nient of your Intercft with mort 
Violence, mtght prevent the I 
Ruin, if any fuchthin^ weren 
troverfies do but exalperate ' 
And things are , 
have mere need 
Writers to pp| 
employ'd all tlf 
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Jfli^^oy'd to prevent their being taken away 
.JMi you. The firft Settlement of the Prote- 
:fli||0|t| was omng to Daringnefs, Vigor, and Re- 
|£>iiuion ^.B^* DOthiog now can maintain you, 
. -r^ AiTeaion ,. Loyaky, and gubmifSon ; and 
-if^.as woutd be denroy'd as Rtieh, may be fuf- 
'&tt4a,fi dutiful Subje&s. In fliort, sir, if your 
■Kffigion be peaceable and quiet, in which yon 
l^Ure-nothing but your Salvation in view, ir is to 
JojC billed that her modefl and pious Exercifes 
iJfW 4iot be djfturb'd Sue if. Jealous and Quar- 
Sli^pnij She attacks the ellablilh'd Religion, and 
^tetifures and condemns themoft Innocent chings, 
^.Mfillnotbe anfwerable for a long Indulgence 
iflW'Ads the Indifcreiion of a Stranger both un- 
ifift and peevijQi in her Corredions> 
V, One of the chief Points of Difcretion, and the 
:-^q& recQntmended^ is in all Countries, to reve- 
tipicc the Religion of the Prince : To con- 
td^nn Che Religion of |jK Sovereign is to con- 
demn the Sovereign him^^at the fame time. An 
' l^/i/b .J{«m^-Catholick, who in his Difcourfe, 
or Writings calls the Church of England U £ R £- 
TICAL, treats the King of England as an ii- 
titk, and infults him in his own Domiiiions- 
til^wire,a Protefiam in Francf, who charges the Ca- 
thf^ck Religion with IDOLATRY, does by 
.« neceflary Confequence accufe the King of be- 
ingan IDOLATER; Which the Heathen Em- 
\.perors themfelves could not bear. I thinknothfjig 
^ IS more unjuft than to perfecute a Man foe tiis 
Belief; but Nothing appears more Foolifli to me^ 
tan for a Man to draw Peifecucion upon himfelr, 
Irul'd Utaf J Skt and peaceably enjoy whai- 
~ you may be allow'd ; and he 

' jces have as much Right to the 
Ml, as Subjeds have oyerthe 
"heir Coiuciences. 
N4 5f 
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If you duly confider this Truch, you will no 
account an Injury the pulling down' a Procd 
ftant Church in Lavgnedoc: But reckon it as a Fa 
vour that that c>f Charenton ftands. "Kie Fury ( 
Opinions, and the Obftinacy of Patties, are no 
fof a wife Man like your felf: Your HonoU 
and Zeal are fet above all manner of Refleftioi 
by what you have already fufferedj and yo 
could not do better, than to go and fix at Vaf 
a wandering and ftroling Religion, which yo 
have dragg'd long enough from Country a 
Country. I know very well, that confiderin 
the Humour you are in at prefent, it would t 
Labour loft to exhort you to renounce it altoga 
ther : An Opinion chat becomes as it were Na 
tural, by being form'd of the firft Impre(1tOR 
received in our Infancy ; the Fondncfs a Mai 
has for ancient Cuftonis ; the Diflficutty he find 
to quit a Belief he was bred in, to embrace an*-'* 
iher which he alwavs oppos'd; a Nicenefs ol 
Honour } and a miflaKen Notion of Conftancy, 
are Chains wliich you will not break eafily : BU 
(hen leave your Children that free Choice, whicj 
your old Eng:igcmcnis will not fuffcr you to ea 
joy. Vou comi^ain of the Edift, which oblige 
them to chufe a Religion at Seven ]' 
and this, in my Opinion, is the/" 
that could be done them; forf 
reftor'd to their Country, which! 
of ; they are re-inftated in the! 
Commonwealth, from whence J 
and they refumc their Birth-Rig 
and Dignities, 
Do not envy 
have neglciSct 
Opinions anc^ 
take care of tl 
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Whtt Fadier does not endeavour to poflfels hit 
Odldcen with a Zeal for his Party, as well a« 
Iw Iteligwm i And how can any Man teU whac 
iriH be the Rdblt of this Zeal, whether it wiU 
cum to Fury or Pien ? Whether it will prodnoe 
Climes or Vimies ? In diii Uncertainty, Sir, le- 
l^n all to the Difpoial of a La^j which h^ no 
other End, ttun the puUick Good, and the par- ' 
dcnlar Advanc^es oIf your Families. And in- 
deed, is it nee better to receire one's Relioca 
hom Che lAWs of one's Country, Aan either 
fiom tite liberty of one's Fancy, cr the Animo- 
fity of a FaAion a Man happens to be en^iged 
ia, Chan to make it the 6rft Amcle of Faith, 
tDhate the PAPISTS, as you uni'aftly <;^ us ? 
Be wile and Dilcreet, tbo' the Paffionate fhonld 
call you Luke-wanq for it ; it becomes yon to 
Ipend in Peace the reminder of your Days. 
GOD Almighty will reward you for your Pa< 
tience ; for he lores the Wifdom he infpires, but 
camwc endure indifcreet Zeal, which either oc- 
ctfions, oc foriilhly draws a Man into TrotUe; 
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I THOUGHTS, 
I REFLECTIONS! 

f ^ 



MAXIMS. 



Upon HEALTH. 



IF you hava any Regard fur the Nicenefs i 
your Palate, or Concern for your Healtli 
vou will cac none but plain Mear, without an* 
mixture, but exquifite by its natural (joodntfs, 
and the Curiofity of your Choice. 



Let all ftrong 1 
Kick-fhaws, anii! 
bantOi'd your TaT 
known heretofof 



]Qee.j drink but little Wine, but excellent j and 
|s^ to the iame as I<H^ 95 poffible. 

IV. 

C£<>»^g)K Wines are the beft ; don't Iceqi too 
long chofe of Aj ; neither drink too foon thofe 
of Ritims. Cold preienes the Spirits of Rivtr- 
Wimts i Heat takes away the Tafte of the Soil of 



Yoo can't beitoo careful of your Diet, nor too 
cautious agaiflu PhyflcL A moderate Diet en* 
Krtains Health and Pleafure ; Phylick is an ill 
Prefent, in view of an uncertain Good to come. 

VL 

I^eafures and Diet ought to be in a kind of 
Concert, and bear a juft Proportion to one ano- 
ther. Immoderate Pleafures put Nature into dif> 
order j tet then a fparing and dry way of living 
dolls the Spirits, and infenTibly extinguiflies them. 






Upon LOVE. 



vu. 



3 fufficient Stock of Love to an»- 

it enough to diflocb our Repofe, 

given Ds to Lgvt, which is an 

oc tp Sfifer, which is a pun- 
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VIII. 

'Tis againft the Imention of Nature, to ma] 
that our Torment, which (he defign'd for our P/* 
fare and Comfort. 

IX. 

yoUiftmm Women are lefs fenfible of the Mi 
tions of their Hearts, than of the Impulfe ■ 
their lewd Appetites : The Prudes, to prefcrve tl 
Purity of tlieir Hearts, tenderly love their Gal- 
lants, without Enjoyment J and folidly enjoy thcii 
Husbands, whom they hate. 



Upon DEVOTION. 

X. 

Amorous Ladies, who give up therafelves 
God, generally make him no other Prefent, thai 
of an empty idle Soul that fecks to employ it 
felf ; fo that their Devotion may be call'd a new 
Paflion, wherein a tender Heart, that think* 
be Penitent, docs only change the Objed of 
Love. 



XI. 



Whco we begin to turn D 
as to love Go^^iaato i 
reafon of it isMM|bwe mh 
to LoTCj^^^^^^kMHM 
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i^ Alteiadbn in the Sendments of Virtue ^ Co 
Hilt whaterer Ctiange. there may appear to be, a 
Ifail is ftill die ftitae ^ hfe loves as he loved : And 
ijuft pcflp^ ty^yengefqly^^d.f^Uiih as he was 

XE." 

True devotion is teafbiiable, kind and beoe- 
fioeot X The more it ties us ^o-God^ the moie it 
lilies us to }i^e weU wi^li ]^i^q. 

^' Xllt 

7h^ tJfe of Niofiks if flill di^i fame, ias to the 
kolcs of their Order t fiut^ unequal rnrotigh the 
Voequalicy of the Temper their Minds are in. 

XIV. 

In a keligious Houfe> D^uht overrules fome 
lloim^ and Verfiifafim fome others: There are 
Times when a Man regrets the Pleafures he has 
loft j and Times when he laments the Sins he has 
'tted. - - 
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Oti. DEATH. 

The befl reafon one has to refolve to dfe, is^ 

~ he emnti help it. FUloftfly gives Us Force 

lUe the Senfe of Death, but does not re- 

Rf^m makci » Oiore Featfitl and k& 
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All things diUjr iirdgBTd and' oonfidei'cL ^IM- 
dom rather conmb in making u* live eaQr tni 
qtact, than in making us die with Conftancy. 
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LETTER 

To the Dutcbefs of MAZARIN. 

I Know not, Madam^ whether the Tide of 
FRIENDSHIP WITHOUT 
FRIENDSHIP^ which you have beftow- 
ed on a piece of mv Wriciog; is proper for ic ; 
but Fm iure it fuits out ill with my Sentitnents^ 
cfaofe particularly which you excite in me. 'Since 
diat unlucky Evening in which you acquainted 
me with the fetal Retolution you leem witling to 
cake^ I had not one Moment's Repofe ; or rather 

Jfoa have caft me into continual Pain, which is 
bmedung more violent than a bare Privation of 
Reft How is it poffible for you to leave Perfons 
who are diarm'd with you, and who adore you? 
Friends that love you more than they love them- 
(elves^ to go and hunt after unknown People you 
will HOC like, and who perhaps will infult you ? 
Do you confider, Madam^ that you are going to 
throw your felf into a Convent, which the Con- 
fiaUe's ^Ls^f your Sifter, abhorr'd? If Ihe re- 
turns thither^ 'tis becaufe fbe muft either chufe 
that^ or Death ; whereas, in order to go to it, 
you will leave a Court where you are efteem d ; 
wheie the Affeiftion of a gracious and good-na- 
tui^d Kiite; affords you a kind Treatment ; wj^eie 
all fenfibfe and judicious Perfons have both a Re- 
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fpeft and Friendfiiip for you. Think well upon 
ir. Madam : The moft happy Day you will pafi 
in a Nunnery, will not be worth rhe moft me- 
lancholy you pal's here at Home. 

Indeed, if you were touchd and animated by 
a particular Impulfe of Divine Grace, that fhould 
prompt you co devote your feif to God's Service, 
one might be apt to excufe the Hardfhip of your 
Conditiun by the Ardour of your Zeal, which 
would render every thing fupportable to you : 
But you are neither convinc'd, nor afTeded ; and 
you muft even learn to believe in him, whom 
you are going to feive fo auflcrcly. You will 
not Qnly meet with all the Hardfhipi that Nuih 
undergo, but will mifs the myilick Spoufe that 
comforts them. The being one Day in doubt 
about the Happinefs of another Life, is fufficient 
to call into Dcfpair the chafteft Maid in a Nun- 
nery ; For Faith alone ftrengthens and fupporr* 
her, and enables her to bear the Mortilicatioj 
fhe undergoes. Who knows, Madam, wheihi 
you will believe one quarter of an Hour wh 
ihe muft ever believe to avoid being unhappy _ 
Who knows, whether the Idea of a promis'd FoT 
licity will ever be powerful enough to bear yon 
up agaidft (lie Senfe of prefent Ills ? Tis in the 
htidft of the Ur,iver(e where the Contemplation 
of theWondcisof Nature will lead you to his 
Knowledge on whom it depends. The light of 
the Sun will make you comprehend the Greatnefi 
and Magnificence of him that form'd it ; that 
wonderful and juft Order, which cements and 
enMrtains all Things, will bring you acquainted 
with tits Wifdom. In fhon. Madam, in tluc 
World, which you dcfign to leave, G O D ap- 
peals all open and ready unfolded for our CofH 
lemplation ; whereas he ties fo clole in Mooir 
ficrin. tbac he nthci cooccaU than manifefb 
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hifflfelf ; and is fo ^ifgais'cl hy thftiiitiHi and 
unworthy Forms under which he is reprcAinteJ, 
that the moft EnligbcendhaTe rriuchado to knot* 
him. However, an Old Afebcfj will ccniinual- 
ly fpcaktoyou about him, whom, of all thingi, 
iae has the leaft Knowledge of : She'll command 
you to do forae fiUy things by way of Penance 'j 
aad an £xad Obedience muft aalwer the Com^, 
mand, let it be never fo ridiculoas. Your GhofE-| 
ly Father will affume no left an ATcendanc o^ 
ver you : And your Reafon thm humble^' 
wiil find it fdf a Mare to prefumptuous Igno- 
rance. Reafon, that fccret Charafter, or I'- 
mage of G O D, which he has imprinted on oup 
Souls , w>U repreienr you as a Rebel, if you 
do not reverence in this Dirciaor of your Om-* 
fcience, the Imbecillity of Human Naturdi 
Too fimplc, and credukius Nuns will difguflyoii,' 
End you"H be offended at the Libertine and the 
^\'afl:on. You will find there the Crimes of th«_ 
■'N'orld, whofe Pleafures you have foifaken. 

Hitherto you have liv'd in Grandeur, and ern ■ 
! y'd all the Delights that attend it. Yoa were 
brought up as a Queen, and you deferv'd to bo 
one. Being the Heireft of a Minifter who go^, 
vern'd the Univerfe, you brought a greater For-- 
lune to your Husband, than all the Queens oi 
Eurcpt together, to their Royal Cor.forfs. One 
Day robb'd you of all that vaft Eflate : But your 
Merit fupply'd the Lofs of yot;.- Fortune, and 
nmde you live with more Magnificence in Fo- 
reign Countries, than you would ha?e lived irt 
ours. Curiofity, Delicacy, Cleaidinefs , nice 
Drefi, Conveniencics of Life, and Pleafures 
hare not abandon'd you. If your Difcretion hus 
forbidden you voluptuous Enjoyments, you have . 
yet this Advantage, that no Favours werecTfli*' 
fo dcHied at yours. 
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r Now, Madam, whiit will you find in a Nun- 
ncry ? — A fcvcre Prohibition of all that Na- 
kure reafonably requires; of all ibat Humanity al- 
lows : \ Cell, a hard Bed, mote dcccdablc Diet, 
naHy ftinkinfr Cloachs, 0i.iU m^kc up ;ill your 
DcligliK. You'll be your folo Attendant, thi 
jonly Pcrfon to humour and pleafc yon, »niidll fo 
JWiiiy [jiinKi that will difplcafc >ou j nor will 
yon, perhaps, be in a Copdition to liBvc for 
ypMi IkIi (|\e loolt fccittt, Complaifatice fur Self- 
^ovc : I'cr|inp» yi"" Bwuty, being become al- 
.^gcthcr tifoIcTi,., will not dlfcover it fclf, cithci 
iOyi-iui own r.yci, or Urn fc of oiher*. 
- However Mai.lam, thit wondofful Beauty of 
jfour'f, tlii^.ffi:-4t Ornanicut ofthcUiurerfe, was 
not bcflow'd.Hpon you to be hid. You owe 
your {c\( to the pLibIii.ii, to your Friends, ro 
_your (cir. You were made tu pteafe your (tlf, 
40 plcafc all j to dilii}iicc Sorrow, to inlpirc Joy } 
90 revive in f^encial all that Lant^uifhei. Whcu 
the Uf;ly and the FouUHi throw ihcmrclvct into 
Jijunnaiicf, 'tit » Divine Infpiration that makci 
<hcni quit the World, where they can but (IK- 
i;race iit Auchor : But In you, Madam, 'tit a 
ilownrighi Temptation Irom the Devil, who en- 
vying G O D 't Glory, cunnoc bear the Ad- 
/nii';ition, which the mofl l^xcellcot of hi$ Work> 
i'aifict in u{ Twenty whole Yean fpeiii in /in>(- 
jng of PfalmSfanJ Anthemtf in the Choir, will 
■mt coniribiiic f<> much to that Glgiy, as will 
one Day in which your Beauty lies espoi'd to 
<he Siftht of the World.. Tlie flwwinR your fclf 
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'Day ruin that Beaiity we now admire : Thett 
itadeed^ you may retire from the World ; and 
lifted having fulfiird the Will of him ch^t form'dt 

0U3 go^ and (ing his Praifes in a Nunnery. Buty. 

e fure to follow the Difpofition he his made of 
your Life : For if you foreftall the Hour he hdS' 
appointed fdr 'your Retreat^ you ihall betray his - 
Intentions^ by a fecret C6in[)iaifance for fA% E« 
neriry/ ■ ■ ■ ■ ' 
If^ you hearken to thi$ Enemy^ ohe of your 

gredteft Mhfoituiles will be, that no body (hall 
Bf acccflary- to them iJiit your felf. My Lady 
Ctf/omjiy your Sifter^ charges hers ori'thbYtoleli<«' 
Ces that are offer'd her. She has the Cruelty of. 
i^Huiband rhac CGfnlp^ls htv; thb Ihjuftjc^ of al 
Court chat fuppdrts him; atid a thbufaifd other 
Qrievances, either true or falfe, to Complalfi ofj 
But you, M^dam, are the only Caufe'of your 
teitd Fate/« and can accufc none but yoiir own 
Error. GOD makes his Will known? to yoit 
tSlroilgh rtiy Mouth, and you will not give mei 
die Hearing. He makes ufe of my Argument^ 
M fkve -yoa, ai^d you confult nothing but your 
Ruin. One Diy overwhelm^ with all the Mi^ 
feries I defcribe to you, you will, but too late,^ 
think on him who endeavour'd to prevent them.' 
Ydu«re flatt^r'd, j erhaps, by the Noife your Re** 
treat will make ; anfd by an extravagant Vanity 
^oU think nodiing is more illuftriou^, than to rob 
the World of the greateft Beauty that ever wa^ 
felt,- when others beftow nothing 'cift God, but 
either Natural Deformity, or the Ruins of a 
worn out Face. But how long have you preferred 
' the Emptinefs of Opinion before the Reality of 
l^i^^ingsr And who, after all, will warrant you 

r Refolution will not be accounted a^ 

8 Extraordinary ? Who can tell, but ic. 

'd upon as the Retuin of a watidring- 
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«id trarelUnf; Humour ? Or, that People will 
Imagine that yva f{o three huniJtcd Leaguei in 
queft of an A<iven(are, Divine indeed, if you 
pkirfe to call it to, but ftill an Adventure. 

You hope, perhaps, to find iutnt Comrort id 
my Lady Ctlonna\ Converfation : But, if I am 
not midaken, that Comfort will not laft long. 
After you have talk'd three or four Days of Frantt 
and half, of the King's PafTion ", and theTinw- 
roufnefi of the Cardinal your Uncle ; of what 
you were like to be, and what you are at pre* 
fent J After having exhauftcd your Memory of 
what pafi'd at the Conttablc'i Houfej of your 
fioing out of Rome, and of your unfortunate 
Voyagtj and Travels, you will Bnd your felf 
coop'd up in a Convent j and your Captivity, 
the Hardfhip of which you will by that time be* 

fin to feel, will make you refleA on the fw< 
jberty you enjoy'd in EMgUnd. Thofe vi 
things that now fcem tirefome to you, will : ^ 
|iear charming to your Imagination ; and whJK 
you have <iuitted through Difgufl, will revivei 
and tuntaliKe your Appetite. Then, Madam, 
then, what Force of Mind muft you be Miflrcf 
of, to comfort your felf under the Senfe of pi< 
font Ills, and loft Pleafurei ? I grant, my GueCJ| 
fei may prove falfc, and my CoDJcdurei ill* 
grounded. I grant, my Ijidy Celmnai Conver- 
fation may ever be agreeable to you : — But 
who will warrant that it will be in your Power 
freely to enjoy it I 'Tii one of ihe Ruleaobferv'd 
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in Religious Houfei, not to permit any clofe 
Correfpondence between Perfons that take De- 
light in each other's Company ; beqaufe the 17- 
nion of private Perfons is a kind of Breach of 
the Obligations one has contraAed with the wholf 
Society. Ikfides, the Conftabte's Care and Vj^ i 
gilance may extend fo far, as to prevent a Coni»,] 
munication, that will rHife a choufand chimericd ] 
Fears in the Head of a fufpictous Man, wtu 1 
too much offended cd be forgiven. 1 do nM.f 
mcniion the Caprice and Freaks of an Abbefji, i 
nor the fecret Jcaloufies of Nuns, who will do aU I 
the Spiie they can, to a Perfoii whofe Mcr|| I 
will drown theirs. Thus, Madam, it may b^ J 
your Fate, that after you have turn'd Nun, and I 
live with your Sirter, you will be fcarcc allowi ] 
to fee her ; and fo you will either be atone witfa J 
your Melancholy Thoughts, or in a Crowd, a- 
midil Impertinetice, Error and Folly ; tired wjtb^^ 
Sermons in a Language you little underftan($ 
fatlgu'd with Matins that will difturb your Mo^-> 
ning-Reft, wearied with the continual Habit of I 
faying VefferSf and the troublefome Mumbling ojf i 
a Rcfirj. 

What (hall I do then ? will you fay :- 
Prefcrve your Reafon, Madam {for you'll mal(0 i 
your felf cnliappy if you lofc it. What a prodj, J 
gious Lofs is the Want of that esquifite Difcern- j 
nicnt and found judgment you were Midrefsof ) i 
Have you commicied To ^reat a Crime again^ J 
your felf, thus to inflift fo fevsre a Pijnt(hmento|> . 
your own Perlbn ? And then what reaion h^vp 
you to complain of your Friends, thus to exef- 
cife to cruel a Revenge upon tliem ? The Isatmm 
murther their iinemies: uu( tlieii Faends efcape 

■age way of doing ih^nt\f;;lv;s JulUcc. 



Q! 



M* 



t 

2}i ' Mifceilamous Works of' 

■ 

Mademoifelle dc Beverween and I, have alrcjj- 
dy received Mortal ^trokds ,• tlie very thought of 
your SufFcrin^s^ has occafloned ours ; and I find 
my felf at prefent the muft Miferable of all Men^ 
becaufe you are going to make your felf th6 
imoft Miferable of all Women. When' I go M 
fee her in the Morning^ we look upon each 6* 
ther Speechlefs, for a Quarter of an Hour ; and 
this MourufuII filence^ is ever attended with our 
^ears. Take Picv on us Madam^ if you'll have 
none for your felf, Oiie may go fp far as to de- 
prive one's felfj of the Conveniencies of Life, for 
the fake of Friends : We only defire to forbear 
Its Torments^ and (han't Wc obtain oilr Requeft? 
You muft needs be naturally very Hard hearted , 
f]nce fpu are the firil that feels the Effecfts^ of 
your own |ligour. Think Madariiy think ffc- 
rioiifly^ en what I tell you - You ftand npon 
tht Brink <)f Ruine : one Step forward^ and you 
are Undone j one Step btckward^ and you are 
Safe. Your good, or bad Fortune, is in your 
own Hands : Have but the Courage to be Hap« 
py, and you will infallibly be fo. • 

If you leave the World, as you fccmrcfolv'd, 
my Comfort is, that I (hall not ftay long in ii; : 
Mature, kinder than you^ will foon put a Period 
to my Melancholy Life. In the mean time. Ma- 
^am^ yourCommands will fupercede hers, when 
you pleafe; for the Rif^ht (he hasovcr nsc, is Subor- 
dinate, to that I have Kcfigncd to yc u. There's 
jio Voyage I (hall not undertake to be in your 
Company ; and if you fhall ftrain your Rigour 
lb far, as even to deny me that Favour, 1 iliall 
go and hide njy felf in fome Defart^ being utter- 
ly incapable to wililh any OMt^nrfiition but 
yours. In that * Supply 

all other Objc 
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h9m, tnd forget my Telf, if I may fo fpeak, th«t 
1 may Eternally think on yon. fhere I finll 
leara to die; and my laft Sighs, will Acquaint 
the whole World, with the Power of youc 
Charms, and Merits^ tipA the Peptb of my 
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To the fame, 



I was told you were going to leaye Engl^nd^ 
and tho' yet uncertain where to fix your 
Kefidence^ that you were refoWed to go out of 
the Country^ whe^e vou ought to ftay. In the 
Kame of Wonder^ Madam, what do you mean i. 
What are you going to do i You will give your 
Enemies invincible Reafofis aeainft your felf^ 
a^ deprive your Frieads iDf all Means to ferve 
you. You will^ by this new Ramble^ revive the 
Dormant Fault of all the former: and ruine all 
your prefent and future Intere^ But, fay youj^ 
can one appear in Publick^ after this fbange un- 
lucky Adventured Butanfwer ly how can one 
hide one's felf without making a bare Misfortune 
a Crime. Tis certain our ill ConduA^ often 
turns Misfortunes into Faults j and t am afraid. 
Madam, you will ftnd it by experience, if you 
continue any longer in your obfcure Retreat, 
^vcry one will reproach you, with what you 
feem to reproach your felN| and youll be con- 
4emn'd by Tboufands, who are now difpos'd to 

you, 
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Bot dfcer all^ Madam, is the Accidents cliit bas 
befallen you, fo very extraof dinaiy f I ooold 
name to you, fotne Modern BeaorieS| who hav« 
born the k>fs of thdr Lovers, vrich very Mode- 
r<tte Sorrow^ but that I have a greater Example 
in ftore for you. Htkna ^ lej& Beautiful thaa 
you, but next to you, the moft Beautiful Woman 
(heWpxld ever fawj HtlmSy caufedboch Gode 
and Men, to fight ten Years together^ aod WlK 
jfioM Pj!Oud of what others did for her false, thaa^ 
afliam'd of what (he had done heifelf. ^hefej^ 
MadaAi, are the Heroin's, you ought to Imitate ; 
and not the Did^^s and 7%^i/s ; thofe Wretches 
who iuive difgrac'd Love by the defperate Extra* 
vs^;aace of their Paffion. But what mean you by 
ybar Sorrow ? To lament a dead Man, is not to 
lament a Loven Your Lover is now no more 
thm a fad and empty ObjeA, formed by yduc 
Imagination : "Us to be in love with your owq 
Idiai J and the Lady who is in love with AUxan^ 
Jir ite Great t> is as excufable in her Chimerical 
I^hffida, as you are in yours ; fince a Man who 
4ied lo day, has no more to do with this World, 
than thht Famous Conqueror. — — Therefore 
yov felf are the Subjeft-Macter of your Tears ; 
^aMIft being too faithful toy6ur Afffiftion, you 
vaJidr tiiideaTour to reftore what Nature has d€iT 

3Sm tM of bit iijafirous Fdie no imrt ; 

M'Gfi^^ WHck ck your Beauty preys ; ghue cer : 

Sbf \Mim jfot mourn for^ is fir ever gone, 

Jini'fcun iAme tie Sukye^ ^ y^^ Moan. 

sRiar rawng Fancy y toyourfelf unlindy 

Has form da Fantom to difira&your M&nd. I 
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\ give you (he beft Arguments in tfie World, 
both in Profe anii Vcifc : But ilie mere Pain* I 
nke (o comfort ynu, the more [ tin'] you incon- 
folable. Since the Times of Arutnifu, anJ thft 
Dutchcfsof MonmoTtmi, both famous for their 
foiemn Affliftioii, and celebrated by the Mjii/i* 
laums they eredcd for their Husb;<tii(ls, no Sorrow 
like your* was ever feen. *Ti»true, it was, int 
manner, enjoyn'd to you by the Uircfirefs tjf 
your Grief, hlo Moment paiTe*, but DoUriJa * 
:spptoaches your Ears to tell you Newi of the 
other World ; and there's no Secret (lie leavec' 
umry'd, to entcttain in your Soul the Lotc of 
■the Dead, and the Hatred of the Livinf^. Somt 
times (he makes ufe of :i (iid and mournful Coui 
«enancc ; Tometimes of a woful Story, and fomi 
times, for Variety, lake, of a melancholy am 
lamentable Song. And thofe very Hymns whii ' 
the (Reman) Church has inflitmed to celcbi 
the Death of our Sitviour, arc moanfulty f'ung 
flit Nativity, when the fame Church ordains 
fo rejoice. If one (hould obferve in you the leal ^ 
Sign of your being reftor"d to your gay Humour i 
if, by an Impulfc of Nature you ftould brealc 
out itjto the lead Sally of Joy , contrary to 
Po/oriitf's Orders, a fererc Look of heismake* 
you immediately return to the Duty of yoi 
Sorrow ; and fiich Ait ofaricving and lamenting 
is employ'd to give you a Difgufl to the World i 
that if the faine melancholy Methods, ana 
gloomy Application were to be ufed with Mr. 
Talhty I don't in the lead doubt that in a f-'ort- 
night one qiight make a good Hermit q 
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IqwI of all Men.- Let therefore no bodv wpn^ec 
gtmtafi^as fuccefsfu) Machin^spf a (tuaiedDeXo; 
jidon : The Woad§r is, you have prefer ved lQ^ 
much Judgment as you have done. You har^ 
enough lefc^ Madam^in fpite of all the Endeavour^ 
^at have been ufed to rob yo^ of it entirely, ill 
ordef to difpofe of yoi; with more eafe, to your 
jtuipe: But neverthelefs, do not tajce it ill bt mcj 
ff I^ihew yputhe Difference,, theie U betweeii 
you, and your felf. 

^ , What would forqiQrly have faid, that Hutchctt 
jtf Al!^5>^ri»,/wham wj? knew fullpf Wit, and 
Fenetratfon ; what would our Madaip MasUriit 
have faid, if (he had feeh a finall Heligious FlocK 
crofs the Sea, to fettle their wandring Sandity^ 
in the Houfc of a Perfon of Quality ? And whac 
would ihe not have faid of the Hotpitable Lady, 
who would have eiitertain'd thefe Pious Sifters i 
What would Madam Mazarin have faid, if fhe 
had feen the Reverend Mother Superior, divide 
her time, between the Exercifcs of Piety, and 
her Amorous LcAuresj between the Fervency 
of Prayers, and the Eagernefs of getcing^a Gui- 
nea J between the Pious Frauds of Religion, and 
the Cheats at Baffet ? What would Ihe have faid, 
if ihe had feen thofe Young Plants, that wanted 
Moifture, bear Miraculoufly Forwari Fruity 
through the particular Bleffing of that Houfe ? 
Come on, little Marott *, you Profclyte of their 
Holineffes, come and learn us fomething of the 
Myftery, in which you have been initiated ; 
^hew your felf Marott^ and convince the Publick 
of the Efficacy of their wholefome Inftruftions. 
Thp thing is too fcrious, and too Preffing, to 
make a Jeft of it any longer. I 



^w •/ iht young Gvls that eamc ovtr witb MadairrdQ 
' wh hoH tn$ Forward Icuit, 
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tn the Namci of G O tif^ Madam ; That Name 
whtch i% abufed by tfa^i Hypocrites^ who^ Jo 
the Judgfocnt oi Bacm^ ikn the great Aih^ifti: 
in Che Name of G Q D, Rid your felf of a 
contagious Commerce wiil> \l1ckedne(s an4 
Folly. Yqu will no (ooner have fre^ your jRdf 
from lt| but youll recover all vour former Judg^ 
ment. and rettieve your orifUne Repacatiom 
Conmlt foiidly your Interefh and wifeiv your 
Repofe. This is all I beg of you : Make your 
felt happy, 2fxd youll do more for me rhan 
Irwere in your power to do fqr^ l40verj| let yo\ur 
Varonri be oejer fo |M«6ioaft 
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LETTER 

K To the fame, 

I Do my felf the Honour to write to ytn, M4{ | 
dam ; not that 1 flatter my fctf with tbeUop^ 
of Regaining your Favour ; but only to hav* ' 
the Satisfai^on to tell you the greateft' Truth iq 
the World; which it, Madam, that you nevet 
had, nor never will have, fo faithful a Servant m 
I Iiave been, and will ever be. Tis true, thii i 
Fidelity of mine had nothing in view, but yout j 
Zntereit Leaving for others, to humour yout 
Fancies, the Complaifance they have at pr»- 
fenc, to entertain your Sorrows, I conridcrVI 
What was conducing to your Good, and oppofed ' 
what unfortunacely pleaied you to your Ruin* 
After fo }u(l an AUurance of my Zeal, I will teA 
you, that you have nothing ro feir in Emt/m^ < 
but ihofe who endeavour to give yoti a Difguu 
of it : And would lo God you were as truly pec* ' 
fwaded of the Civility of the Euilipi, as they arc ' 
ready to give you Proofs of it on all Occafionf* i 
Shew your felt. Madam : For you never aat \ 
turt your felf fo much, as by bi^^Qg your (el& 
But whin you become acceffible, give us leave 
to come to you any other way, but that curfed 
Apartmenr, Acter to conjure up the Ghoft of 
SMm0ti, thin to lead to Madam M^K^im's Cham- 
ber. If all thofe difmal Prcparftiions «rc of 



ill ^-^^mf^limeou 

Arcahmnt^s * providing, we pray God to prcfcrvtf 
ursgainft the Incftancment But if chat Elack 
Melancholy proceeds from your own Humour j 
if you^hink on nothing^ but to hurt and torment 
your (elf, leacn, Mj^dapi, th^t chp greateft CrueLfjr 
" is ^^ormenc ones Au. Wh6 does nbt forgwe 
hiiriiblf, deCbrTes n^ to belbrgiveti byochm: 
for he teaches them to be fey.ere and unrelenting. 
Let us come tQ che^Poiftf^j^'ibr^K^ begin to M 
weary of Gerieralitiei/ 
Suppofe your Nephew \ (hpuld lofe his Benc- 

BM^dd4iaVe (tiftattied kt^sftdfLbfTes' wichoift 
»fMkitt«;.yonr Reart.{br it*; \ /i; Man who profi^ts'd! 
••"^"iJ^dfl, has bcttl. kilW;' '*t!'sah'unfortanaf^' 



/lying -^'ihe Ladies ,^Wilt be pcfterM 'With LoVftrs J 
andi^ th%re will be ti4 ri^any as ther6 arc Men.* ' t 
Sritt^-^iis -detent '<t:f'rttaurn for thcf Lofs of thow' 




require Trdm in. 

^' GWfit nie fcaVcr to- reproach yoti with foniethihg 
thac*5 <rteafi,'but wMph is ncb§fliry to anlriiat^ 
y od tb ifliake cfflfie'Boacerft^cnt you are in, 
Jfl Hmes of Pfdfptrity, I knoAr, n6 body fliews! 
ifi6fC'PhiIofophy th^n you. You talk mortf 
graf ety than ?htmi i you (peak more Scntencei 
■'■"■• tha^ 



* jI FMm$us Enchant ftft, Sifler to the Mtis'^clm Arcabvi^ 
inthiJ(^m4M£e£alUd^\ti%diiQeGuiL \ >^^ 

t ^^^ince Phiifp of Savoy. ft« tli Life of Mr de St. Evrc- 
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^l/»jr ;• Bkk ajNtn tfac teaftt'AiBctdai^ ii]R*0 
„ iliaft 'Trouble' xbatbdalt jnta^i >y«iB . aitt. .M^ 
^^Ifilder'd, and loft to tAtfiorni&l j yoti lenonnaft 
ij^ltour own Acarfbi^ and.nfmKyowfdf tothofe 
OTaJoveaone^or aMiofe lascireft liesiii/yo«r 
Hilife iTb too minii» Madun, 'th too mnek lib 
lMlf(iiiifi:ience to tAdie faasvCnce twicein. oM 
'Vtfm^, And wl^/:][ipni]r,l>didt.3wb. wondet 
fi> much at- my -Lady Cufcwwi' rvtolyitig Ji mi i, 
n^ifiV ihe had nothuur but the dry and bare Pro- 
fl^of tGeDaEe'^&iwrT'Wry, I (aj^^dB 
]pafi> much wonder at\it, if yon can now M 
capable of leaving the Kii^ cX&glmdy af fecurd 
byU|Po«e£, asioUdbyh»tJEiene6ceocc? ^. 

ipptwithiSuidin^^ th^fe: £lear abd for^M 
j M^tiu entt» - 1 am IHU afrakt-left yo(» oviflMc 
your Interot ; unfortunate, not to lee in Ei^ktuJ' 
iriiaf foitt beft wiih. you | W m^ unfortnnato 
la leeing it tb6 wet^al^ooh'a^yd6 '%re gone one 
ciJbwLmJ L Yott fhall ti^en recover th». Lij 
iM^ma \nnt nitfaiAtb etffbV^e; Asldnt 
y^«W in this Kingdom; eUher iii' T»w:nl<» 
mHir$»/ yeu inay metid yobr Afikii¥,^ b««4 
!C»nahidii^ai\hefkt^ift; But'^fta'foif4HBOltt% 
•tt^Wrd" ihe. Ship-'- Ijere's nb' iSorfr-llefo*** 
Yon mft gi 10 Places wber^ Yoblt^^fiod nether 
Sgtiifi^ibn norlntereft V .^het^'your Imagioattt 
i^Qs^jlI be fnifljnkted »-and where; to torment' yba^' 
^i/wiU find tKfc Senfe of prefent Mifery^' «i| 
tfre^lteiiiembirajficc of pad Felicity, ■'■'*■■ 

'"% know, Madatn, you don't 'care to htW" dC 
Biamplcs. Bt)t without regarding your AVeirfh. 
«ti, I Aall make bold to tell voq, that the'Quet^ 
of * Bobtmutf upon her going out of S»^tmi, 
r draggtl 



^ 



- ** Elizabeth Siuart, Bau^httr to Jatn^ I* ani Mo$kf^ l» 
tbg^Princefi Sophia. 
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dnjnstf ^Attut M WMdring Nocefficy from mil 
ftaoion to another f and that Afary of /khiiciip 
Mother^ tor Matker-io-law to three great t Kingi, 
'Urent to ibnre at Cologm, I took upon you^ 
Mi^ain^ with Teariin WKf Eyes, as a^ Peixfoa 
ready to be facrifioed^ unlieft you have the Forat 
n fipre your felf fiom the Altan Do a$ muohifar 

in your Plaoe^ and come and corofoct Mon' df 
iifloour wkh your Sdety, and her Ruin, 
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To the fame. 



ijt/ OO doubt not, Mfi^un, that I a«/eofiUy 
X tonch'd to fee you leavp Engfami i .but I 
Aoald be inconfblable^ if.you defign'd to no and 
Jive either witii the Princes.of Girmamj^ m the 
Giandees of Spain. Nothing is more natural 
for you^ thai^ iiving in f ranee. For my ovirn 
Parr^ I would not defire either a better Air^ or 
a finer Country. England^ however, ha» its 
Cohveniencies : A great many Guineas, with 
the Liberty of enjoying them as one xhit^i fit. 
i cannot go on with this fort of Difcourfe : — — 
An Diverfions are necciliry to amufe my Sorrosi} 
but it is very difficult to muke ufc of any^ wtiea 
it comes into my Thoughts that 1 fliall never, fee 
you again. I look upon you as a dead Perf bn^ 

with 




t Viz. Hoth$f to Lewis Xin,«vJ Mo^her^in'^Uw to Pbil 
^if IVf Ki^g cf SpaiPi ani Ch;if Jrs I. Ku^g p/Epglajid. 



■^^litk r^[peft to me. AU yoargqcid Qu^Htjes np^^ 
Mar before me to %^cA me ; itd I can fix «^ 
Eye oa no ImperfedioA that ciia comfort mc. 
tRTcmM to God yottiud lett me fofm RMfon k> 
;fcomplaifi» mdre provoking ifata i^# . Abaa^ 
; dooing ine to oiy Ikcle MesHc A jiijft Re fcrnt^ 
foeot dF an Injury would eiafpernte me agtuUift 
Von; .but Your Content obliges me to do my 
uif an irklome Piece of Juftice j^ iirkbOMt affoixt- 
jbgme any thing tp reproaQh'you w«th., PMV 
let this Irtttr ferve for bn Adieu t . For f fluu 
iioc iiate the Stretigch to bid ft by Word of 
Month ; and I fHall weep ip my Chamber; 
06 I do already now^ to fpare my Age che 
^hameof flieddiug Tears m PuUidL Remeoi^ 
bef now and then an old Servsint. Ilowever^ t 
fear what I ask : For you will not remember me; 
but when my Predidions come to pafs ; and I 
had rather they (hould prove falfe, and be for- 
gotten. As for you^ f Madam^ you will ever be 
remember'd by thofe who had the Honour to 
knovtr you- Thofe you think the leaili difpofed 
tasBg^ yoUy will not forgive the Refoludon 
you have taken to leave lis. Your only Enemy 
u your felf ; and your fad Ideas^ and melancholy; 
Aictend^ts. If a Man could look into your 
tiead^ as well as on your Face^ he would find 
your. Brain blacken d with the DEAD of I^ 
Trape^, and your other difmal Imaginations^ 
Farewell^ Madam. The bare mentioning your 
Afflidion^ would make me fad^ if I were not fo 
tlready. Gueis at my Sorrow and Zeal for your 
Service :* For 't\fi not in my power to exprefs it: 

P For 



Jjf There is a Book of the Lives of fdme Perfons that iieit^t 
ett Monaftery of h Tra;)e, and l^t behind them tU Relit- 
Uthn of Beh^ holy Men. 
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For 8 long while, I hare not taken npon me to 
give you Cbunfel. Letthelaft be, to reconcile 
your felf with the Duke of Mtacarin^ if you can 
'4o it with any Safety. If there be none, return 
to 'Enghntl^ to pafs fome time in the Country. T 
urn perfwaded the ^ing will not abandon youj 
and you will find more People ready to ferreyou 
than you imagine. As for Monafieries, one liret 
Wretchedly there, unlefs one becomes crazy. All 
tbin^^conlider'd, 'tis better for a married Wonan 
i«o ftnFer with an Husband, than to fufier with 
-an Abbefs. There is more Honour and Virtue 
.in it. Rid your felf, as iaft as you can, of the 
'Uacfc Whims that proceed from the Splun, and 
ia which, even your Inugination hat no ikuc. 
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ALtho' the Genids $f tfte J^e»^ (eems gene^ 
rally to be but'ntean^ k is certain^ thai 
thofe vriio diftiogtfifli cbemfelvesanumgft u^ . art' 
capable of the moft noble Produi9ions : But when 
they know hoi0^ te "perform them^ we koovr mat 
how to admire them j and if we have done §dm 
ftice to (bnl^e excellenr Work, our Levity dod|k 
not fiffier it to enjoy long the ReputatioA 
we have given it. I 4oii t ac all wonder^ cluit 
fhere iisi no^od Taft of Things when BarbajHU* 
Ky reigns^ and no Jud^nent^ where ixtters^ Aitl^ 
and Diibi^nne are loflr^ it would likewife be'dk 
dioilous to exped a Vein of fine Learnings 
in Tiftaes of Darknefs and Ignorance : But that 
which js really furprifing^ is,^ to fee in the moft 
polite Courts a true and vicious Palate fucceea 
/ by ^Tums^ and become A-la-moA^ like cue 
tb$i * ■•••'•• 

■Hve known confiderable Meiri fomet^flies 
the Oriuiments of the Ct)ttrt^ and fonie* 

P * ■ . " ^ ' dmes 
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. tunes be thought tidiculous J to be liked again,'^ 
thm &H into Contempt j without sny Alteration, 
either in their, Peifons, or their Coridut^:. A Man 
letireswith the AppUuTe of the whole World, 
who. the next Day finds himfelf t4ie Subjeft tA 
<^r RSjil^i^r, without knowing how he came to 
^rfeit the good OplfiiOn ire had o£ him hitely. 
The true ReafQn is, bocaufe we rarely judge of 
Men by folid Advantages, which good Senfe dif- 
coTcrs j but by the Fafhion, whofe AppIauTe endi, 
■s foon- as the Fancy whidi had produced it. 

Tke Works of Authors are fubjcA to the fame 
Inequality of our Tafte. When I was young, 
TbtBfbiU was admired, in fpite of his Irregulan- 
ctesandNeKKgence, which made a fhift to efcapc 
'through want of a nice Judgment, In the Cout- 
tiers of that Time. I have fecn him fince uni- 
yerfaUy cried down by all the Versifiers, without 
Eu^ rdTpcA to fine Imagination, and dxt happy 
Graces of his Gemus. I have known the Time, 
when the Poetry of Meiberh was thought admi- 
rable, for the Tarn, the Exaftnefs, and the £x- 
ptefliwL Not long after, he was thrown afide, as 
thfc worft of Poets ; when Riddles, Burlefque, ' 
Amr/ rmcx.'", carried all Frmn before them. I 
have fe«n Conteillt lofe his Reputation, if it were 
}ioi£ble for him to loleit, at the Teprefenution 
4f die of his bell Pkcesf. I have feen two ofibs 
btR CtmtJiMttt of the Worlds, expofed to all our 
Rflilleryj and when the Influence of this Preju- 
dice; was over, they were as much admired as 
before. 
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before. The Airs of Boifftty which formerly H^ 
juftly charmed all the Court, were foon left for 
litcle Ballad-Tunes j and Luigt^ the firft Man of 
the Univerfe in his Art, muft come from Italy^xxi 
admire them, and make us repent of this our ]^6I- 
ly, ahd rieflore c^em to that Reputatiiin, whif^ 
nothing but meer Whimfie had robbed tiiem ofj 
If yon ask me the Reafon of it, I ninft teH y<^\ 
that Induftry in France, fupplies the Place of the 
grditeft Merit, and that the Art of making on^^it 
(elf valued oftner gives us a Reputation^ than oux' 
intrinfick Value. 

Since good Judges are as rare as good Authors ; 
(ince 'tis as difficult to find Judgment in one, as 
Genius in the other; every one aims to give a 
Reputation to that which pleafe; him^ and ic 
happens^ that the Multitude values that which is 
agreeable to their ill Relifh, or at mod, to their 
iadifferent Underftandlng. Befidcs, Novelty is 
a Temptation from which our Minds canngt eafi- 
ly defend themfclves. The Merit which we are 
accuftonied. to, does no& fail, in Time, to raife 
our Envy, ^nd even Defeds are capable of fur- 
pdzing us agreeably, in Things that we never 
faw. Th6 nioft vahiable Things, after they h'avt^ 
appeared fome time amongft us, no longer make 
an Impreffion lipon us as Good ; but difgnft us as 
Old : On the other fide. Things that deferve no 
Efteem, are le(s often rejefted as dcfpicable, thaii 
defired as Hew. 

^ Not but that we have Men of found Judgment 
in France, who never diflike any Thing that oughc 
to pleafe, and are never pfeas'd with what is tri- 
fling :Biit the Multitude, either ijrnorjtnr, or pre- 
^BBPflM^ ftill prevails over tl;e fnvill fs .:ir.bcrs of 

'ng. Befides, Pcrpvi-r ct :'rc 're^teir 
\ VaUe on every Thing ac:or-.iing to 
and when a Perfon fcliows the 
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Modf^, lie ; f)[iayr equally efleem thofe Thiogi 
^<fttiQW:s,, 8Qd.dsbfe.hiB dcH:h n 
•^ ^^bocti^no C^Ujptiy where Reafon or Senceii 
i^roer,* j^mk io Ff0m$ y but when ^cis found there, 
n(me .is , pttier , in cbe siKhole Uni verfe. For the 
^ tii {Mi^i^d^^ we are governed by Fancy j but 
/«iugr/)i6^^^^ aqd'a C^aprice'ft aoble, asco 
woac f eg9f ditbe oucfide^ thac JForeigners, afhamed 
^f^cheir^^cW Smcc^ ai^ qtS grofs Quality, foek 
to^makc tjbiemfelvei eftec^edrac Horne^ by iroi- 
q| jog b^r JMMe* >: wd ic^MV^hce eflentiail Quali- 
ties, to mtOt an Air and MannDC, . which it's 
hardlv DpflSbJeior theqi^sitcain. . Thutthat con- 
tinual Aeration in our* Cloath^ aod Houihold- 
GoodSf with, which our Neighbours reproacH us. 
But always imicate, is wichoat, oujr Xcg ^efigning 



than one^wx:^d imagine,, to. have French-men dif* 
perled in all places,' who regulate the Garb of o- 
ther Nations by our own; who begin by en- 
ilaving their £ves, when their Heart ftill oppofes 
our Laws, .ana gain the Senfes to favour our 
Empire, when ui iheir Obinipn (hey ftiU hold 

out for Liberty, 

, $Q advantageous and happy to us, is this noble 
juid fine Fancy of ours, which makes it felf be 
j^eqav^ihy bur greateft Enemies. jHowever, it 
ought not to ufurp upon the Arts, nor pretend im- 
perioufly to pafs Sentence upon (he {^rodu<^ions of 
the Mind, without confuUing either a i;ood Tafte 
or Reafon, When we are arrived to the perfc- 
^on of any Thing, we ought to (hew our Nice* 
nefs by reliftiing, and our fuftice by always 
efteeming it : Unlefs we observe this Rule^ we 
inay wirh Reafon be reproached. That Foreigners 
we more favourable to the Merit of our Work^, 

than 



r 



itsfXk our felves. We fliall find fmne d^- (Air ^Did 
Pieces pceferve their Reputation >abroad^ when 
ttiey have loft it ia' Ftaitfit : Well fee our Foppe-' 
lies elfewhere feje^ed/ by good Senfe^ when we 
extol them to the Skies, out of a ridiculouip 
Fojty. '--.'• -^ »> 

Thei;e is a Vice, pppoliu^ to this/ whtdi: if 
equally infuppertyUc ; chat is^ ont fMiffionateAf- 
fedip^ for whai was done, in the formery and blip 
diflike for every thing (hat's done in burpur^ 
linie* . Upon this Foundatioii^ Jbrsa dresr tAo 
Chsira^r of Old Aj^e i and an.4Qld Man ii^ ih*^' 
iced, tdmiribly dctctij^ . : . ^.> 

...... •■ • 1 .. t -■ . . -O 
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In t^s melancholy Scene oC life^ we impow 
the Defefts which proce^l purely :£com ourMou 
rofenefi to exterior OkjcAs ; amlwhea:a plediiitt 
Remembrance turnf our Thoughts firbm what we 
are^to wha(t we have^been^we attritlfute Agreemeiici 
to many Things, vifhich really had npne^ becai^ 
they revive in our Minds the Idea of our Yousbjf 
whien every thinjg^pleafed us by tJie^Warmrhofbuf 
Tempen But we ought not to impute this Ho^ 
mour to Old Age alone; there are fome Perfons, 
who imagine^ that Merit confifts in defpifmg 
every thing that is new^ and Solidity, in valuing 
every thiqg that is old. There are fome, who, 
of their own Nature, are pleafed with what they 
fee, and fond of what they have feen. They 
will tell you wonders of an old Court, where 
there was nothing but what was ordinary, and 
endeavour to contemn the Grandeur and Magni- 
ficence which they have before their Eyes. They 
are profufe of their Praifes to deceafed Perfons of 
J>ut a common Virtue, and will hardly do Juftice 
to the Glory of the greateA Heroe, if he i^ livings 

P 4 The 
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Tlie foft Obftaclt to their fefteem, h tolive^ 
as tihe moft fayottrsibl% Recommendation, is cb 
htvc been. After a Man isdead^ they will praife^ 
what they \MmsA in Kim^ whilft alire ; and then$ 
jifoogap^ froin the Mordfenefs of their Humour^ 
ihey will jiifily render to his Memory, what they 
nfijufily demed to his Perfon. 

As for mty ^was always my Opinion^ That to 
imiko \ found Judjgment tf Men,^ and of their 
Works^ it is neceflary tt ctonfider them by them- 
firhes^ ifnd to Have a Gomempt^ or aRefpeA for 
%\&s^ poftf aecoFding to thetr intrinfick Wortl^ 
whatever it is.! amperfwaded^thac we otight not 
to oppofe all new Things merely out of a Spirit 
of Ayerfion; . nor ^n the other hand^ to hunt after 
them out of a love of Novelty j but to rejed^ or 
reodve theip^ according fo the true Opinion w^ 
puignt CO conotive o£ ihem« We n^uft part with 
ottcCaprtcio's^ and the FantafBcalmrfs of our Hu- 
mour^ whi(^ after alt, is a hindrance to know 
Things well The moft effehtial Point is to ac- 
quire a true jfudgment, and' a pure Underftand^ 
ing. Nature prepares us for it^ but Experience 
iind Gonverfation^ with polite Perfons^ brings ii 
coperfe^on. 
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A LETTER 

To Mr.^''% 

Who eould not Mdute that the Earl 
St. Albans Jhould h in Ifyein his Otd 
Age. 

WtlY fhould you wonder^ that Old Mea 
have an Inclinatibn to dill Love ? Tis 
Q0€ ridicalous for them to fuffer themfelves lo Be 
moved i but 'tis vain ia them to pretend that 
they ate ab!e to pleafe. I muft own to you, I 
)oye the Company of pretty Ladies^ as much as 
ever I did ; but I iadmire their Beauty without a* 
ny i^fign^ Heaven knows, of making atiy lm« 
preffion upon their Hearts. I only endeavour to 
pleafe my felf, and ftudy rather to find Tender- 
nc;fs in my own Breaft, than in theirs. 'Tis hy 
their Charms, and not by their Favours, chat I. 
pretend to be obliged ; and if ever I complain 
of them, tis olily of their Difagreeablenefs, and 
not of theh: Rigour. 

lAt Others call you Cruel an J Sivere^ 

til call you Kind for being Fair, 

Thanks to your Eyes that far out^jhine tli Dayl 

They warm and animate my Clay. 

The greateft Plcafure that old Men have left 
, is to live I and nothing fecurcs their Life 

fo 
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^ fo ef&ftually as Love. I think tberefire, 1 am^ \% 
the CoQclufion upon which the whole Phslofo^ 
phy of ^^e/rirm tiitfis ; bii(**Cis cold andlariguUb- 
ing for ap Qld NfjUi. I Iwe^ ifier^e I amy is a 
Cmifequence tliat has aii Life aad SpiHc in \t j 
If ^calls the Defires of Youth^' and fometunes 
bribes my Imagination co believe I am Young. 

YoQ will tell me^ that 'cis a double Errour^ not 
to believe we ire what we are^ and to fancy we 
are wfc^t we are not. But what Truths can be fo 
. Mvaongpou^ a^ tfaefe pleafiog JBrrours^* chat take 
awi^icom us all Thoughts of the Evils we . fuf« 
nrj and in rttufn/give us the Settee of a Itap« 
pinefs we don't poflfefs. But for wantof conlJder- 
ing tMngs with due Attention^ we pretend that 
Love is only calculated for the Meridian of Youth, 
wbea Reafon ihould refirain the Violence of its 
Inclinations ; And We call thofe old People Foo^ 
^hb'bave the Coprage to IdVe j tho' the wileft 
d^ing they can do^ is to animate ind a wake^ the 
Lethargy of Nature, by flattering Images of 
Love. What are we the better for Life^ if we 
are not fenfible that we arc aliye ? We piiqely 
owe our Life' to. pur Love, if it is able to. re* 
animate it, when the DecayVof Age have made 
t]^ Jofe all Senfe of it. 

At. this Age an the Sprid^. of Ambition leave 
w, the Defve of Glory no iQQger fires us^ our 
Smngth fails lis, our Courage is extii^iA'd^or 
at feaft weak^A^d ; Love^ L6ve alone fupplies the 
place of every Virtue ; it averts all Thbyghts of 
thofe Evils that furround us, and the Fear of thofe 
that threaten us. It turns ah^e the Image of 
Death, which otherwife wou*d Continually pre- 
fent it felf to our Eyes : It dilfipates the terroars 
of the Imagination, and the troubles of the* Soul, 
aqd makes us the Wifcft Men in the World, in 
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refped of our felves^ when it makes us pafs for 
Kiad-men ki the CQmtnon Opinion of others. 
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Funeral Oration 

O F T H E 

But chefs of MAZAK I N.' 

I Hare undertaken^to day a Thing without 
Precedent; I have undertaken to make the 
FUNERAL ORATION of a Perfpn, 
who is in better Health than her Orator* This 
will furprize you, Gemlernpn ; but if we are per- 
mitted to take care of our Tombs, to order In- 
fcriptions for them, and to give a greater Extent 
to our Vanity, than Nature has been willing to 
give to our Lives : If thofe that are alive, may 
appoint the Place where they are to lye, when 
they fhall be no longer in the number of the Li« 
ving; If Charles the Fifth cau(ed his own Funerals 
to be celebrated, and for two Years affifted at the 
Prayers made on that occafion ; can you think it 
ftrange. Gentlemen, that a Beauty more illiiftri- 
ous by her Charms, than that Emperor was 
bj his Conqucfts, is willing to enjoy the Happi- 
nefs of her Memory, and hear whilft (he is a- 
live, what may be faid of her after her Death* 
Let others endeavour to excite your Sorrows for 

sue 
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one that is dead, I will command your Tears fW 
one that is living ; for a Perfon who is to die one 
Day, by the neccffary Alisfortune of Humane 
Condition, and who ought to live for ever> for 
the fake of her admirable Qualities. 

Weep, Gentlemen ,• and not tarrying to be- 
wail a Beauty till (he is loft, afford your Tears 
to the mdancholy Confideration that we muft 
one I3ay lofe her. Weep, weep. Whoever ex- 
peds a certain and unav^idaUe Misfortune, may 
already ftile himfetf unfortunate. Hortenjk will die ; 
<hat Miracle of the Would will one Day die ; the 
Idea of fo great a Calamity, delerves your 
Tears. 

Tesy Charming Goddefsj you mufi have us^ 
Death will remove the Heoffmly Prize ; 
^nd of tbofe numrcns Charms bereave us, 
T^at now employ our Hearts and Eyest 

Let us turn our Imaginations from her Death 
to her Birth ; that w^ may fieal one Moment 
from our Grief. 

MORTENS I A MA NCI N I was born at 
Home of an illuftrious Family j her Anceftors 
were always confiderable ; but tho' they had all 
of them governed Empires^ as her Uncle*, 
neither they, nor that Mafter of franee, had 
brought her lo much Glory as fhc refle<%s back 
upon them. Heaven formed this great Mafter^ 
piece by a Model unknown to the Age wc live 
in. To the {hame.of our time,, it beftow'd up- 
on Hartenfia the Beauty of ancient Greece , and 
the Virtue of Old Rome. Let us pafs over her 
Infancy ; youll find fomo Account of it in hei: 

4i^ 



■*' Cu.dinal Mpzarin. 



Monfeur de St. Evietiiond# *n! 

JtiimoirsW. Her Infaficy was accended wicht 
Thoufand pretty Simplicities, but had nothing of ^ 
Importance enough for our SubjeA. Gentlemen^ 
I demand your Tears, I demand your Admirati-- 
on. To obtain them, I have both Virtues 2Sid 
Misfortunes to reprefent to you. 

It was not long before Cardinal Mazsrin was 
iTeniible of the Advantages of tiis Beautiful Ntece^ 
^d therefore to do Jumce to the Gifts of Nature, 
he deftin'd Hortenfia to carry his Name^ and to 
poflefs his Wealth after his Deaths She had 
Charms that might engage even Kings to Coait 
her out of Love ; and a Fortune capable to oblige 
them CO do it out of Intereft. If bote great Induce- 
ments happening to be attended with a favoura- 
ble Conjun&ure, the King of Great-Britain * 
fought her in Marriage : But the Cardinal, who 
was fitter to govern than to make Sovereigns, loft 
aji Opporcunity, which he afterwards en£avour« 
to find in vain. The Queen, Mother to the 
King of England^ negociated that Affair her felf f ; 



but a Reftored Kiog, reoHpibered the fmall Re- 
Ipeft that was fhewn to iTbanifted King ; and 
(o the Propofitions which could not be obtained 
at St. Jean de Lux,^ were rejeded at London. 

But why did not you come ydur felf. Madam? 
For if you had, every thing would have yielded so 
your Charms; and this Day you would have made 
a powerful Nation as happy as you ihould hav^i 
been your (elf. However, Heavcfn has in fom^ 

fort 



H See the Memoiu of the Dutcbefi of MaZ3rin» a: tie end 
^f this Volume. 

* Charles II. 

t This was the true ttetfon of her coytirg t^ Sogkn4« 
in i66u 
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ibrt obtainM its End ; for it had ordained yoti tb 
. be the Delight of Englandy which accordingly 
you are. 

This great Affair having niifcarried j the next 
thing to be done^ was to enquire into the Merits 
of our Courtiers^ to the end you might be matched 
with a Husband that was worthy of you. The 
Cardinal was tempted to make choice of the moft 
accomplished ; but he foon overcame the Temp- 
tation : For a falfe Intereft prevailing over his 
Mind^ he gave you to him who appeared to have 
the greaten Fortune. Let us therefore lay the firft 
Fault of this Marriage at his Emtnency^ Door i 
For Monfieur Mazarin is not to blame for ha* 
>ning made his mmoft Efforts in order to obtaiA 
the moft beautiful Lady^ and the greateft Heirefi 
an Eurfipe. 

Madam Mazarin reckoned that Obedience wai 
her firft Duty^ and for that Reafon, furrender'd 
her felf to the Inclination of her Uncle^ as well 
from a Principle of Gratitude^ as of Submlffion. 
The Cardinal^ who ftfltht to have been fenfibla 
of the natural Averfionwhich Heaven had infpi* 
red into their Hearts^ and of the invincible Con- 
trariety that was in the Tempers of thofe two 
Perfons ; the Cardinal^ I fay^ neither underftood 
nor fore&w any thing of this j or, if he did, pre-^ 
ferr'd a little Wealth, a fmall Intereft, and fome 
apparent Advantage, to the Quiet of a Niece 
whom he was fo fond of. He is the firft Pef- 
fon to be blam'd for thefe ilUmatch'd Knotts, 
tbofe unfortunate Chains, cbofe Bonds that wert 
fo unfutably contriv'd, and fo juftly broken. Her# 
all the Cardinars Reputation is blown ap at 
once. He governed Cardinal Richelieu^ who go* 
verned the Kingdom j but he married his Niece 
to Monfieur Adazwn ; he lo(t bis Reputation. H# 
governed Z.e;ir;i XIIL after chfc Death of his Great 
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yAini^cVy and the Queen Regent^ after char of 
the King her Husband ; bat he married his Niece 
to Mohneur Maz^arin ; all his Reputation is loiL 
If any Allowance can be made to his Eminency 
upon this Score^ we fhoald throw the Fault upon 
the Weaknefs of a dying Man : For to exped a 
Man fliould be wife and prudent at the point of 
Deaths would be to expe^ too much. 

I remember the Day after this unhappy Mar* 
riage^ the Phyficians aifured the Marefchal cf 
"CUremhauty that the Cardinal was betten But 
ifae Msrfchal anfwer'd^ tit is s dtdd Man, he bos 
married his Niece to Monfieur Mazarin ; his Brain is 
JifcrJer^Jy his Hesd is affeSed; he is a dead Man. 

Let us pardon this great Gftrdinal then^ upon the 
Account of his lllnefs ; let us pardon htm on the 
Account of the Miiery of our State : There*) no 
Man alive^ who may not fome time or other 
Hand in need of fuch an Apology. Lee us weep 
then, Gentlemen^ both out of Compaffion^ and 
out of Intereft ; for we have but too much Re»- 
fi)n to (hed Teai^s. I find my Compaffion reaches 
evea to Monfieur Mazarin ; he who is the Caule 
of the Misfortune of others^ is really to be pitied 
himfelf. Do but confider what a Coodition ho 
has brought himfelf to^ Gentlemen ; and theft 
Fm fure you will be as much difpos'd to be- 
wail him as I am. Monfieur Mazarin groans un- 
der the Load of Riches and Honours^ that have 
b^n heap*d upon him ; that Fortune which in 
appearance raties him, does in reality only de- 
prel^ aftd overwhelm him : Grandeur is a Punifli- 
ment to him^ and Wealth is his Mifery. He has 
reafon to hare a Marriage, which has ingag^d 
htm in the Affairs of the World ; nor has he lefs 
jreafon to repent his having obtain'd that which he 
defired with fo much Ardour. He jmight have 
$B^ a happy Life in the Monaftery of La Trape, or 

in 
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fothc other holy and retired Societ)r^ but for 
this Marriage^ whioh has been fo fatal to botb 
Parties^ The Interefts ojf this World havfc made 
him fall a Prey to the Devotionaries of the Age } 
ihofe Spiritual Cheats, who make their Court 
with great Artifice, who lay Snares for the Good* 
Nature of fimple and innocent Souls ; who froni 
a Spirit of holy Ufury, ruin theirifelves by lend* 
ing to the People who promife Cent fer Cent In« 
tereft in the next World. 

But the greateft Evil does not lie in giving, even 
fuppofing one gives very unfttfonably ; but in 
fiiffering Things to be taken away, or to be loft* 
A prepofterous Godlinefs makes him cover the 
Nudities of Pidures : A Scruple of a like Nature, 
is the occafion of maiming and disfiguring Sta- 
tues. One Day the Pidures are carried off; 
apother Day the Hangings are taken away : Go- 
vernments are fold. Money is fquander'd away ; 
every Thing is wafted, and Nothing left to be 
enjoyed. This, Gentlemen, is the miferable 
Condition of Monfieur Max^rin : And ought not 
he then to have a fhare in the Tears which u^e 
ibed? 

But, Madam Mazmn is to be a thoufand times 
mcMTC lamented :' 'Tis to her Griefs that we ow^ 
thelargeft fliare of our Pity. That Husband being 
fenfible how unworthy he was of his Wife, debars 
^er the Hght of every Body : He drags her from 
Taris^ where flie was brought up, in order to car- 
ry her from Province to Province, from Town 
to Town, from one Country place to another ; 
always fur© of a Journey, never certain of an 
Abode, ^e gives her all the Difguft that A(S« 
duity can produce, and all the Diibontent that 
Conftraint can create : He omits nothing that 
may render himfelf hateful j tho' he might hava 
fpar'd the Pains which Nature had already taken 
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to make hiiti fo. As they who offend never for- 
give^ fo Monfieur M^zarin^ the more his Wife 
liifFered, the worft he ufed her; and by de-i 
^ees came to be a great Tyrant to that Perlbn,' 
to whom all Men of Honour and Breeding Would 
have chofen to become Slaves. One would have 
thought that Madam M:z,nrin had no moreHard- 
fliips to drcadj after what fhe had fuffered • but 
thia was a Mjftake. Gentlemen^ for the greatcft of 
all.waj yet to c<:^ie- Madam ALjr^jr/^, who was 
piore jealous of her Reafon than of her Beauty 
pr her. Fortune^ . ffnds her felf fubjeifted to a Man 
^ho looks upon all th9 Advantages of Reaiba 
and good Senfd as Crimes, and all the Vifions of 
i^ancy^ as the extraordinary Graces of Heaven! 
He is fuli of Revehttibns and Prophecies.. He 
admonifhes and fore-warns^ as tiaving a Commif* 
ijoo frpm Angels ; he commands and threatens^ 
'l^ being Authorized by God. There is no fur- 
ther occaQon for feeking the Will of Heaven ei« 
ther in SCRIPTURE or TRADITION; 
for that is framed in the Imagination^ and ekr 
plained by the Mouth of Mbfijieur Mazarin. Yod 
have fuffered yourfelf to be ruined by an Extravar 
gant^ to be treated as a Slave by a Tyrant: Behold 
you are at the Mercy of a Prophefi Hortenjtal 
who is on the fearch for new Invendons to tor- 
ment you, in the Ichpoilure of HypocriteSj^ and 
^hc Vifions of F^nacicks. The Artifices of Knaves^ 
and the Sillinefs of Fools, every thing combine^ 
in order to pcrfccutc you, 
. Look out. Gentlemen, fof the moft dodbIe> 
the moft {ubrniffive Womao in Nature, and fiut 
her to fuch'like Trials i You'll find (he will not 
bear with her ,Husbarid Eight Days, what Ma*^ 
dam Alazmtt has bore with hers Five Years. W^ 
bave reafon to be aftonifhed that fhe Wt)uld not 
feparate from her Husbknd fooncr j we have tciL- ^ 
Vol. II, Q^ Vi\^ 
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fon (8 Wonder at her Patience. If there is 

thing to be charged upon her, it is not t ^ 

left him, but that flie liv'd with him fo long z$ < 
fits did. What was your Glory a doing, Madam, 
in the Time of fo fhanieful a Slavery i You made 
yourfelf unworthy of the Favours of the Cardi- 
nal j you hecraycd his PretetiJlons by x mean 
Compliance, which fufFered that Fortune to go 
to ruin, which was given to maintain you. YtMlJ 
rendcr'tl vour fe!f unworthy the Favours of Hca« j 
ven^ which had beftowed io great Peifedion up 
oii you, hy venturing to lofe your Reafon iJ 
the long and contagious Commerce you had wiii 
MoQliiiur Miiz.erin. Return Thanks to God fa 
the good »nd wife Refoluiion which he put | 
your Heart J your Libertjiis his Workj ]f behJ 
noc ipfpireJ'into you his Intentions^ a natff 
ral Timidity, a fcri^ulous Condutft, a miflatid 
Shame would have flil! kept you with your HuJ 
band, and you fliould have yet remained Tubjoi 
to his extravagant Infpirations. Return ThanT 
to God, Madanv, for he has delivered you. 
true, this Deliverance has cofl you all yod 
Riches, but you have (till pieferv'd your Reafoin 
Your Condition is noc ujihappy. You are diveflj 
ed of every Thing that you owed to Fornmel 
but you could never be robb'd uf the Advantag^n 
which Nature bcftowtd ufion you. The Grcat- 
ne(s of your Soul, the Strength of your Reafoo, 
and the Charms of your Face, continue with 
you : Your Condition is not unhappy. When 
Monfieur Maz,iirin fuffers the Cardinal's Name to 
be forgotten in France, you enlarge the Glory of 
ic among .Strangers ; Your Condition is not un- 
happy. There is no Nation that does not pay a 
voluntary Homage to the Po^ve^ of your Charms. 
There is no Queen, who hath not a greater Am- 
bition for your Beauty, than you can poflTbty 
hav« 
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fiave for hir dran^eur : Your Gojadidbh is deofc 
bnfaappy; 

•'••■."'■•• •' ' •■ • 

i^// climes mi Countries do adore herl 
i^refh Triumphs on her Beauties Ti^ait. 
7be JVofld unjufily calls her Rover, 
She only views the Limits of b& St^el 

m 



. What Cou)(icry is there whicH Kiadaen Ai/h^arm 
nas not fecn ? Wbac Nation has feen her that htt 



hot Admired her ? Rome beheld her with ^ o- - 
Admiration as Paru did, , l*hat City^ in all Ages 
of the World fo Gloriotis^ boafts (liore of giring 
her to the World, than prcklucing ftich a Numbet 
of Heroes. . She believes that To extraordinary 
a.Beauty is. preferable to the greateft Valour, and 
that more Conquefts were to be gained by hec 
JEyes, than by the Arms of her great Men. . , 
Italp Madath, will be everliftingly obKgcd tp 
irott for j^boliihing thofe impbrtonace Rules^ that 
spring a greater Conftraint than Regularity with 
diem : For freeing her from a Science of Forma-* 
lities. Ceremonies^ and affefted Civilities j fron 
the Tyranny of prenieditated RefpeiEb> that ren« 
der Men unfociable^ even in Society it felf. ^Tii 
Madam Mazarin, Who has banifh'd all Grimace^ 
and all Affeftation ; who has deftroy'd that Arc 
of an outward Behaviour^ which only regulates 
Appearances; that Study of Elteripr Things' 
tbsic only compofes Mens Countenances : ^Tis 
ihe^ who has rendered ridiculous a ftifF aukward 
Gravity, which fupply'd the place of Prudence^ 
and Politicks without Aii^ip and without Inte<^ 
ireft, bufied only to conceal one's unferviceable^ 
hefs : 'Tis fiie, who has introduced a fweet and 
Innocent Liberty ; who has rendered Conversa- 
tion more agreeable, and the Pleafure more purd 
bfid deticate« 
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A Fatality caufed her to come to Romf, and 
Fatllity caufed her to leave it. My Lady, th< 
Gonftablc Cohmna, had a mind to leave her Hu( 
band, and imparted this Refolucion to her Sifta 
Her Sifter, as young as flie was, rcprefenced ti 
her, upon this Occrifion, all tliat a ML.[*her couli 
have done to hinder it. But feeing lier uii:ilte< 
rably fix'd to excciue herDefign, fhefoUow'd hci 
owof Ixjve and AffeAioM, whom flic could noi 
didiadc- by Prudence J and fiiared with hct all 
the Danger* of Flight, the Fears, the loqtiietii. 
dies, and the Inconvenienciei, that alwayiattcnd 
fucft Refclutioni. Fortune, who hat a great 
Bower in our Ebtcrprizei, but a greater in our 
Adrentures, made my Lady, tbeConit;ibIe, wan- 
db- from Nation to Nation, and threw her ai 
laft'inio a Convent at MiAr'ni. Right Reafoe 
advifcd Madam Aditz,'iTin to fcek her Repofe : 
and a dctire of Retirement oblig'd her to fet- 
tle ber Abode at i.kimhay. T^re (he foun^ 
in her fcU, by her Rcflexioni ; in the Com^ 
jtxrce with the Learned Men, by their Coa- 
«cr£ittons j in Booki, by Reading j and in Na* 
ture, by her Obfervaiions j all that folid Satif- 
/aAion which a Court does not gire to Courti- 
■en, who are either too much taken up with fiu* 
fmeft, or too much dilTotvcd in PleaJure. . 

Three whole Yeari did Madam Mrz^rin livi 
at Chatnbtfyy alway* in i flate of TranqtUIiM'/ 
but never Obfcutc. Whatever Inclinuiioct (m 
might have to conceal hei fetf, her Merit e(U< 
bliui'd for her a fmall Empira In fpight of her j 
and iii cfre<^, flie reign'd over that City, and 
ovcnhe Nation. Every one acknowledged witli 
Pleafure, that Superiority which Nature had gi^ 
Ven her; even He who enjoy 'd it over all tXir 
rcA by virtue of his Birth, forgot it freelv, and 
•otered loto th^ fatnc fubjcdiofi wi(h hii People. 
Thofi 
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ZTfaofe of the grcaceft Merit and Quality quitted 
the Courts and n^Ie^ed the Service of their 
Prince^ to wp^Xy themfdres particularly to that 
of Madam Mazarin : and coniiderable Perfons 
of remote Countries pretended a Voyage to Itaiy, 
to farniflb themfeWes with an opportunity to fee 
'hen ^Twas an Extraordinary Thing to be abl6 
to eftablifli a Court at Chambery : Twas^ as it 
were^ m Pro^gy^ that a Bewcy^ which had a 
mitid to conceal it (elf in Places almoft in* 
acceffibk^ Aould make a greater Noife in Europe^ 
than all the other Ladies togetfaen 

The moft beautiful Perlons of eyery Natloii 
had the Dilpleafure to hear continual mention 
'made of an abfent Fair. The moft lovely Crea- 
tures had a &cret Enemy that ruined all the Im* 
eeffions they could make. It was the Idea of 
[adam Mazuirin^ which was precioufly prefer* 
ved after Ihe had been feen ; and was formed 
with pleafure where (he had netrer been. 

Such was the Conduft of Madam Mazarin^ 
fuch was her Condition^ when the Ducchefs of 
Tarky her Relation^ paiTed through Chamber j^ 
as fhe was coming to the Duke her Husband. 

The fingular Merit of the Dutchefs, her Beau^ 
ty, her Wit^ and her Virtue infpir^d Madam 
AUz^rim with a Defire to accompany her ; 
but her Affairs did not permit her : So fte was, 
obliged to delay tbat Voyage till a more faTour**- 
able Opportunity. The Curiofity to fee one of 
the greateft Courts in the World, which fhe had 
never beheld, fortified her in this Refolution : 
the Death of the Duke of Sjvoj- * det eyrmin'd ir. 
This Prince had the fame Sentiments of her^ as 
all People that had the Happinefs to behold her. 
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He had admir'd her at Turin, and this- Admiratii 
the Dutchefs of Savoy interpreted to be Lov< 
An Inipreifion of Jealoufie produced a Bcliavioi 
yery little i>b!iging towards the Perfon who hi 
cauied it. There needed no more than this, 
oblij^e MsdJm Mjz.arin to depart out of 
Country, where the new Regdnt was in 
nis^rvier Abfclute. To feparate her fclf froi 
the DutcheGof 5tffo/, and approach the Dutchej 
of T^rk,' was b'.'t one and the fame ReroIution< 
Uiru-rfii '' acquainted her Friends with this 
Deteiminiiticn, who employed all their Argu- 
ments to diiluade her from it, but 'twa» in vain. 
Ne^icr was feen fo great a profuHon of Tears, 
As for her own part, ffis was not infenfible of th 
general Grief that wasoccafioned by the Thoughi 
of hev Departure. Perfons fo live!y AiTeAed i 
th<:y were, did Affed her : But ihh Rcfolurioi 
was taken up; and in fpicc of all their Regrui 
fhe concludes to depart. 

Wltat other Courage but that of Madam M.i 
xarin, woi:ld hare undertaken fo long, fo diificulCj^ 
and fo dangerous a Voyage ? Before fhe cpult) 
accomplifh it, (lie muft trav^rfe Savage Nations, 
and Nations that were cp in Armi ; Hte mud 
fweeten "the one, and make her letf be tefpc&cd 
by the Dtlicr.' She underAood not the J^inguaga., 
of any of ihefe People, but they underftood her^' 
Her Eyes fpcak an Uoiverfal Language, Mfhich 
^ufes her to be underftood by all Mankind. 
What Mountains, whatForeOt, wii^c Rivers had 
fte m 1 10 pais ? What did Hie not fufTer from the 
^iod, the Snow, and the Rains ? What DiflB- 
cuUici of the Ways, what Rigour of the Seafon, 
What mighty Inconveniences had Jho not toj 
flnjgf^le wiih, which yet did but Jittle Iiijurj' to 
her fceauty ? Never did HcLna appear fo charm- 
ing as //^f/fir/lrf was I h\it Heritnfij, that bcautifuI 
. inoo- 
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ionocent Fugitive^ did fly from an unjuft Hu(l 
band, and did not follow a LoTcr. With the Face 
of Helena, Madam Maz^n had the Air^ the Ha<- 
bit, and the Equipage of a Queen of the jima^ 
zons ! She feem'd equally fit to Charm^ and to 
Fight. One might fay, (he went to give Love 
to all the Princes, whom flie was to meet in her 
FaflTage^ and to Command all the Troops which 
they Commanded. The firft (he had in her Power^ 
bnt J^ was not her Djefign : She made fome Eifay 
of the Second ; for the Troops receiv'd her Or- 
ders more voluntarily than thofe of their Gene- 
rals. After (he had Travelled more tha^ Three 
Hundred I^eagues, (he arriv'd in Hslland, and 
made no longer a (lay at Amfteriam than was ne- 
cei&ry to view the Rarities of fo Remarkable and 
Jfamous a City, After (he had fatisfled her Cu- 
riofity, (he came to the Brill, where (he Em bar- 
qued for England. A Storm feemed to be want- 
ing in this Voyage ; and there happened one,,^ 
which lafted Five Days. The Storm was as 
fiirious as it was long ; and made the Seamen 
lofe all their Condud aud Refolution^ and the ' 
t^aflengers all their Hopes. Madam Maz.<trin « 
alohf, * was exempt from Lamentation,* lefs im- 
portunate with Heaven to preferve her, than 
. Submitting and Reigning her felf to its Will . 
But it had been Decreed (he (hould vidt England. 
She landed there, and in a (hort time came (afe 
to Lmdm t. All People had a great Curiofity to 
fee her : But the Ladies had the greateft Alarm 
at her arrival. The Englijlj^ who were in poffef- 
fion. of the Empire of Beauty faw ic loft, not 
without great Regret, to a Stranger ^ and 'tis 

Q 4 natu- 
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natural to be fcnfibly Concerned for the lofs of 
jthe fweeteilof all Vanities. So confiderable an 
.Intereft, -was the only thing in the World thac 
• coul4 unite them. Old Enemies were then re- 
conciled i thofe ' that were indifferent^ now be- 
S^an to Tiflt one another, and Friends 1 in k'd chem- 
elves more ftriftly together than before. Thcfe 
Confederates very well forefaw their Misfortune ; 
«but being willing to delay ic,they prepared to de« 
fend an Intereft^ which was dearer to them than 
their Lives. Madam Max^in had nothing% dc« 
fend her felf but her Cbirmf and her Vhrcues : This 
was enough to make her. apprehenfive of Nothing. 
After (be had kept her Chamber for fomc time, 
Icfs to recover the Fatigues of her Journey, than 
to prepare her Equipage, (heappear'd ac iPbitibalL 

Fair Beauties of Whiceball givf, ws^jy 
Hortentia decs her Charms (lifvlay. 
^be cotKCf^ fljc comes I Refign the Dajy 
^be wujl Riign^ end you Obsj, 

From that Day they never difputed the Prize 
with her in PciMick : But they carried on a fe- 
rret War againft her within Doors j where all 
ended' either in private Injuries, which never ar- 
rived to hor Knowledge j or in vain Murmurs, 
which fhe dcfpifed. The World now beheld an 
extraordinary I^rn. 7'hofe that were the moft 
violently tranfportcd a^;ainft her, were the firft 
that imitated her. They would drcfs tli^mfclvcs 
like her: but tliis v'asnci:hcr her Drcfi nor Ha- 
bit. ForhcrPcrfbn gave a new Giaccto every 
thing fhe wore, and thofe that endeavoured to 
imitate her Air and Drefs, wanted the principal 
Thine;, her Per (on. One might fay of her, what 
was f'lid of the late Dutchefs of Orleans, llat all 
fhe lycf.'J irmtates hcr^ and no one rejemhlis Ltr. 

As fur the Men, fhe mad? all thac pretended 

to 
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CO Nicety aad Judgmeoc, her Subjeds^ that bc^ 
held her. They are only Men of a bad Tafle^ and 
H^orfe Wic, that can defend the Retnainoer. pf 
their Liberty againft her* Happy in the Con* 
qaeft fhe makes / More Happy in thofe fhe joth 
not make i Madam AijZjar'm no (boner arives 
to any Place^ but fhe eftablifhes a Houfe thre^ 
which caufes the reft to be abandoned : The gret- 
eft Freedom in the World is to be feen thei!^ 
and ui equal Difcrecion : Every one is mon 
commodioufly ufed there than at Home ; anc 
inbre refpedfully than at Court. 'Tis true 
there are frequent DiHruces there, but then ii 
is with more Knowledge than Heat : 'Tis not 
done out of a Spirit of Contrsdidion^ but 
fully to difcover the Matters in Agitation : rather 
to :4nimate Convcrfation than to inflame it. The 
Play there is very inc^infiderable ^ 'tis the Diver- 
sion only that makes the Play. You can neither 
difcover in their Faces 'he Fear of lofing, nor a 
a Concern for wtut is loft. Some of them are fo 
far diiinterefted, that thsy are reproach'd for re- 
joycing at their own Lolling, and affliding them- 
felves when they are \V:naiiig. Play is follow 'd 
by the beft Repalh in the vVorld. One may there 
fee every thing that comes f: c m Frdvce for the 
Delicate j and all that comes froni the hullcs for the 
Curious ; Even the Common Meats become rare 
by the exquiHte Relifli, which is beftowid upon 
them. 'Tis not fuch a Plenty as may make us 
fear a Diffipation ^ 'tis not a Frugality that fhews 
either Avarice or Penur}'. The Management 
pf her Houfe is not fo nigard and fdlcn, as to 
content it felf meerly with fatisfying the XcceC- 
fities of Life^ and aiFord nothing to the Pleafures 
pf it. She loves a good Order that furnifl^es eve- 
ry thing that can be dcfired, and that wifdy ma- 
nages the Ule of it, fo that n:?thing may be 

wanting 
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wam'ng. There is certainly nothing fo well r». 
oiiiaied as this Family : But Madam Max.arirt dif- 
fiif& throughout the whole, I t)o not know what 
fonof an eafie Airj fonicrhing free and natural 
tha conceals ihc Admiration of it. One would 
coichule, that Tilings moved of themfetves, fo 
ie;ret is the oidering of them, and fo difficult to 
ti perceived. 

Let Madam Maz.ar!ti change hor Lodging*, 
the Difference of Places is infcnfiblc: Wherever 
ilie goes, we fee nothing but her j ant! if we fej 
tier, we fee every Thing. They never comr 
foon enough, and never depart late enough' 
They go to Bed, with regret to have U' 
iicr, and they Rife, withdcfire to behold her afrcl 

But how great is the Uncertainty of our Hi 
man Condition ! at the Time when (hcinnocei 
ly enjoy'd all the Pleafures which Inclination 
frres, and Rcafon docs not prohibit ; that (he hi 
the Satisfa^ion to fee her fc'.f Beloved and '. 
ftcemed by all the World ; that thofe Ladies wl 
Iiad oppofed ihemfclves to her at firft, were chai 
odby her Converfation ; that fiie had, as it wci 
exrtnguifbed Self- Love in the Soul of her Frien 
every one exprefiing the fame kind Scntimc; 
for her, which it is natural to have for ones felf. 
At the rime when the vaineft and the grcateft Ad- 
mirers of themfelves forbore to contend with her 
Beauty J that Envy had concealed it felf in the bot- 
tom oftheirHearts; thatallRepiningaeainft her 
was private, or appeared Ridiculous a« loon as it 
began to be perceiv'd. At this happy Time, 
extraordinary Indifpofitionfeizeshcr,and we w 
Bpon the Ipoint to lofc her, in Tpight of all hi 
Charms, in fpightofallour Admiration, and Lo' 
Yon were juft a perifliing, //(fl-twy?,!, and fo wei 
wc : You, by the violence of your Pain i wc, b] 
that of our Concern for you. But it was mor 






ij? 




^52 • MifcelUmems Works of 



A LETTER 

T O T H E 

Count de Grammont 

I Am informed by the Marefchal dt Crajuy, thai 
you are become one of the richeft Noblemen 
at Court *. If Riches^ which ufe to foften the 
Courage^ and lay Induftry afleep, have done no 
Injtiry to the good Qualities of my Hero, I re* 
Joyce with all my Heart, at the Alteration of 
your Fortune : But if they have ruined the Vir- 
tues of the ChivalieTj and the Merit of the County 
I repent me for not having executed the Defign 
I have had fo often of killing you, to fecure the 
Honour of your Memory. What a Vexation 
will it be to me, to fee you renounce Play, and 
abandon the Ladits ! To fee you heap up filthy 
Mammon for the Marriage of your Daughter, to 
defire dirty Acres y and talk of Lands and Tene- 
ments as neceflary things for the Eftablifhment of 
a Family ! What a ftrange Alteration will it be 
in you to make fuch a Buftle for Land, vile 
paltry Land, after you have fo often defpifed it 
as unworthy of you, and abandon'd it to the 
Rooks, the Crows and the Magpies ! What a 
ftrange Alteration, if nothing will ferve your 
fiarn, but to be made my Lori Baron of St. Mtaty 

to 
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o have the Nobility of Bigorre every Morning 
It your Levee^ and to entertain y our JSf eighE>otirs 
with that pretty winning way which gains all 
the Hearts of Gafctmj. 

So mmci admirdj and follow^ d by fo few] 
Will J9m your fcrmn Glories then undo? 

What will become of all thofe Advantages 
which I gave you^ in Preference even to So-^ 
Umon i 

* That mighty Trince^ who knew the hidden Power 
Of every verdant Plants andfmiling Flower j 
ffiUebe bad Vigour left, jhot P leaf i$re flying, 
Andfioo^^d bis heavenly Wifdom hy Eaojoying. 

A very fine Commendation truly, my Lord,' 
for you to be effaced out of the Memory of 
your old Friends ; while all the Satisfa&ion yea 
tkn expcift^ will be to hear your trufly Gafctmt 
aad the good People of Beam cry, My Lord tha 
Coemt kiefs a moji Noh!$ Houfe j they eat all in tbj^ 
Fkt€-(f i^onfieur d^ Tovlongtoti i every thing is 
mitoagedan excellent Order. If things go on at this 
rate^ Madermifelle' de Grammont wH^he the greate^ 
Fortune at Court. Let not^ my Lord, any wicked 
Difcourfes of this nature tempt you. He thac 
has promifed to take care of the Larks, will take 
care of your Children. You have nothing tg do^ 
but conlult your Reputation and Pleafure. 

Be ricb^ my Lord, and kt both Indies mut- 
To lay their hrigbtefl Treafures at your Feet,* 
Be rich j but whyfljould Wealth alone employ 
Tour precious Hours , and rob your Soul of ^oy ? 
Take wy Advice, Love's better Game furfufy 
dpd Love will find you fomething ftill to d^ 

Still 
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Still you have Charms enough to flea ft the Fahrl 
Vigour to win, and Rbetrick to enfnare. 
Nay J ffom the Root tho all the Sap v/eregone^ 
Be govern d hyyomr Friend^ and JiiU lo'Oe on. 

king Solomon, almojt as Wife as youi 
X fVitb confiant tiomageto Lovts Altars fliVf. 

tils Vows were anfwer^d^ and kls fating Sun 
Shin d with a fiercer Lujlre than his Noon. 

Waller, In whom no figns of A^e a^fear. 
Who rivals all our Tenth in IVit and Air j 
Derives new Lift from Cselia^ while he (ifs 
Eternal Touth on her Ambrofial Lips. 
Dull Sots may eall it Weaknefsy if they pleafi^ 
But ist a IVeaknefs to confuk ones Eafe f 
Love all DefeSls with generous Care fupplies^ 
jind Beauty gives i^hat envious Age denies^ 

Me tooy who hourly "with Times Malice firsve^y 
The fair J the kind Hortenlia heps alive, > 

Her Heavenly Rays the. drooping Plant revive. •) ' 
Nofullen Damps of HiaVinefs and Care, •% 

No Uack RefliSiionifyfrauiht with iknld Deffair, L 
Approach my Breafiy awhile my Horcenfia'i there, i. 
ttr charming Looks^ while ibey voUchfafe a Simile^ 
Into Life's glimmering Larnf pour vital Oil j 
^Her fovereiipt Glances JUently impart. 
Joy to my Souly and Tranfports to my tiesrS^ 
Devouring Time whets his Jharp Teeth in vasft^ 
While [he the tottering Fabrick doesfufiaiH. 
Thus 7, preferv*d by a refltQing fire^ 
LivebytheJVarmth Hoitenfia'i Rays infpire. 
Touth from her Eyes Jljoots do^n into my Bloody 
And with its Beams untbaws the Icf Flood. 
Like CkckrWorky by her winding up I movi^ 
And owe my Motions to Almighty Love^ 

Blamt 



BUme me not tben^ iflfucb help tn^ky 
To footh my painsy ana flatter me with joym 
A 'uain^ Aias! from Books wejeek reliefs 
Boo^Sy that can fcarce ofpofe a common GrUf. 
In vain Pbilofopbers our Ills engage : 
Love is tie befi Elixir^r Ota-age. 



I wou'd wifli you the Age of a Patriarchy did 
mot I know that extraordinary Perfons like you^ 
hare a greater Regard for their Glory^ than length 
of life. 

To tbe la ft Scene your glorious Courfe maintain^ 
The Women s Joy^ and Envy of tbe Mm. 
ho you let all united Talents Jhine, 
Tie Courtier y Heroe^ and tbe Statefman joyn. 
Thar blooming Toutb did the gieat Richelieu pUafe^ 
torn knew bis haughty ftubbom Heart to feize. 
Throe^b Groves of Pikesj through JSieges^ and 

( Mamh 
Tour Aianfy vigour foBowd CondeV Arms. 
Baffj^ tbrice Happy now, near Lewis plaej, 
Touft^triflf, with your Prince*^ Favours hkft. 
Wik Europe, trembling at bis anvful Nod, 
. Vntbficret Horror does confefs tbe God. 
But I muft this infpiring Theme give ore, 
atfkl wbaf I can't dejiribe, muft filently fdorel 
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L E t T -B R 

To young D E R Y*, ' 



My Dear hojfy 

I Don't wonder at your having an Invincifcle 
Averfion hitherto apinll a £ing, which of 
all others^ concerns you the nloft nearly. You 
have been advifed by Ruflical and Cldwnifh Peo- 
ple, to get your felf Celt : An Expreflion fo 
bafe and odious^ thac it would have fhock'd a far 
lefs delicate Mind^ than yours. As for my owa 
part, my dear Boy ,• I fhall endeavour to promote 
your Advantage, in a more agreeable way ^ and 
1 will tell you with all the Terms of Infmuation, 
chat you muft be Sweetncd by a gentle O^e ration^ 
which will fecure CO you the finencfs of your Com- 
plexion a long time, and prefervc the Tuneful- 
nefs of your Voice all your Life. 

Thole Guineas, thofe red Cloaths, thofe little 
Horles which you get, are not given to Mr Derys 
Son for his noble Birth j 'tis your Face and your 
Voice, that procure you them. In three or four 
ye^rs^ alas ! you will lofe the Charms of both, if 

you 
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you have not ths Wit. to prevent chat loft j and 
khe Source cf all thofe Allurementf will be dried 
up. Now you talk familiarly with Kings, yoa 
ar'? careffed by Datcheflcs, and praifed by all the 
iPcrfons of Quality ; but when the Charms of 
your Voice are gone^ you will only be a fie Com« 
panion for Vomfrj * , atad perhaps be defpifed by 

Mr. S tour ton f. 

. But you are afraid^ you fay, that yoti will be 
left in the Ladies favour. Lay afide all fuch Ap^ 
ptthenHonsj the Age in which we live, is not ah 
Age of Simpletons; the Merit which follows the 
Gyration is well kfx>wn j and for one Miftreft that 
Mr. Derj, as he was made by Nature^ might have 
had, Mr. Day fofrened by Arc, (hall have a Hun- 
dred. You are fure then of havingMtftrefles enow; 
which is a great Happinefs ; you will have no 
Wife, which is being free of a great Evil / Ha(>py 
in being without a Wife^ but more Happy in 
being without Children. Mr. Deiy's Daughter 
Would bie got with Child, his Son would be hang» 
ed; and what is yet more certain, his Wife would 
make him a Cuckold. Secure your felf againft 
ihofe Misfortunes, by a fpeedy Operation ; thus 
yon will be devoted purely to your felf } proud 
of fo fmall a Merit, which will make your For« 
tune, and procure you the Friend (hip of all the 
World. If I live long enough to fee you when 
your Voice becomes rough, and your Beard 
grows^ you will be much blamed by tvery Bo- 
dy. I defire you co prevent this, add believe me 
to be your moft (incerc Friend. 

Vol. II. R kiflcBioni 
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Relkdwm upon Religion^ 



nuamM u\m$ MaiaKind, ic conftrams, but doth 
ii//i (u(;j«;/i: tiM/iitfh j like Tome Govemments, 
flMi ukc fiv^^y iM Iwcecfiefi of Liberty^ and 
ytti ^nhU cMiiy wmI) ihetii the Advantages of 
^ulvjc/iuj). 'JM Will makct uf ufpire buc weak- 
ly itlui liiiiid unnd chiiiKt ihac are promifed^ 
(iciLMulit u 16 not CKcired ctiouKit by the Under- 
UanOinffi wIulIi u not cnou^Ti ccnvinced/ Wc 
t'd\^ MHi u\ I'Liinpliaucc. rliMC we kclieve, what* 
«visi' Aiiihuii(v chjitynii \\% td believe : But with- 
inu »i purrit lilui (mucO| wo arc rather perplext 
itiHii luilwifU'il i>( u thing that doth not fall 
iiiitUi i\\o Iviijciut) of our Scnies, and. which 
•(tit 14 (U i\u nMiuior 1)1' DciuonOration to our 

IhU. Ill Ihorc. U the KffcA of Religion^ 
wUh ii;|p^%^ 10 or\Untiry Men ; let us now fee 
ihi> A(tvAur«^o)i ol it in the truly and p^ifcc^Iy 
H^^li^UHu 'Man. The tiulv Pevout Perfon 
tuvtkt isft with Nit^ic^ if wc ntjiy be allowed 
tv' ix^ livtKi l\^ UK«^ plcctlutc in abiUiain^ troiu 
Hvf^l^HV* » aiu! w^»i:.^ be K.bjech the Pvxiv to 
*Kc. Mnul., ho uu^v>. u\ CoitK* Vtc3» ure^ even Mor* 
ua>,<itUui ai\nI V^y^ NU**yL:*;ul cv* ^MiUif. Pra* 
\m i^y\ ^^s*i »^' '••i.t^v ,th.iu CO rtic> ,:< :," ?n'i,:re 
NhAVii.w*^ tS^ V h-irtii4;t RcUsLV.' .va<;r>u>e-'v. 
I \v kN^« *^ B^\:ii-^i"» i i*^ wc ^.«y uv udccLiV 
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tof It, whac has been gallantly faid * of Lore,. 

Al! other Tkafuns are not worth Us Tains. 

m 

A triie Chriflian knows how to make hii 
Advantage of every thing. The Evik which 
he fuffers, are the good Things which God 
fends hihi : The good things which he wants^ 
are Evils, from which Proridehce Hias fecured 
him/ Every thing is a Benefit to him, every thing 
lA this World is a Mercy j and when, by the 
NeceflSty of his mortal Condition, he iruft die, 
he looks upon the End of Life, as a palTage to 
one more happy, which is to laft for ever. 

Such is the Felicity of'a true Chriftian, whilft 
Uncertainty makes the Condition of all others 
unhappy. To fay the truth, moft of us ate uii- 
relblved; and not fully determined either to 
Good or Evil. We find in our felves a con- 
tinual Turn and Return from Nature to Kj^lU 
jgion, arid from Religion to Natute. If we abanr 
don the Care of our Salvation to fatisfy oiir 
Inclinations, thofe very Inclinatidns foon Hfe up 
againft our Pleafures j and a Difguft for tho(6'> 
Objeds, which flatter'd us mdft of all, liiakes us 
return to the Care of our Salvation. If on 
the other hand, we renoutice our Pleafures out 
of a Principle of Confcience, the fame thing 
happens to us in pur fearch after Salvation j foc' 
either Habitude orTedioufnefslsfsikes ils return to 
the ObjeAs of our firft Inclinauons. 

I have (hown how it fucceeds with u $, as to 
Reli^on within otir felves : Let (is now obferve 

R 1 what 
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wh« juclgment the Publick makes of it. If We 
forfake God for the World, we are looked upon 
as iniplous Perfons. If we forfake the Wcild for 
God, we are thought to be weak, and decayed 
Sn our Undcrd^nding { an4 we are as little par* 
doned Hot Sacrificing Fortyne to Religion, as 
ile}igion to Fortune, The. (ingle Example of 
the Cardinal cje Rets*, will fuffice to juftify my 
'Altertion. When he was made Cardinal bv In- 
trif^ues, Factions, and Tumults, the World ex- 
tiatmed againft him as an Ambitious Man^ who 
faprificed^ not only the Publick, but his Confci- 
ence, and Religion, to hisFortune (as they faid.) 
I^^licn he left the Cares of Earth for thofe of 
lieavcn j when the Perfuafion of anothec Life 
luade him ^ondder the Grandeur of this as a Chi- 
ma^ra, then they faid his Head wns turned^ and 
made that to pafs for a fcandalous Weaknefs in 
Iiim^ which is propofed to us in Chriftianity^ as 
the ji^reateft Vertue. 

Men of mean Qualities fbow but little Farour 
to gfrat Vertucs j a lofty WiQom offends an 
ordinary Reafon. Mine^ as ordinary as it is^ ad- 
mires a Pcrfonwho is throughly pcrfuaded, and 
would admire him ftill more, could I find hiin 
infenfible to all the Temptations of Fortune. I 
fomcwhat queftion the Sincerity of thofe Preach- 
crsi v/ho ofTcr us the Kingdom of Heaven in 
Publick, and yet follicit a fmall Benefice in pri- 
vace, with all the Vigour and Application ima- 
ginable. 

The fole Idea of eternal Mappinefs renders the 
Poffcffion of every thing elfe contemptible to a 
Man of true Beiiet : But becaufe few of us have 

Faiih 
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Faith, few of us are able to defend this Idcja si« 
^ainft real ObjeAs ; the Hope of what is promi^ 
led to us^ naturally yielding ro tbe £rjoyniefic of 
what is before us. With the ^greateft part of 
ChriftianSj the defire of Believing ferves infiead 
of Belief; The Will gives them a fore of Faith 
by its Defircs, which the Underftanding with all 
its Light refufes« I have known fome devouc 
Men^ that in a ftrange fori of a, Contrariety be- 
tween their AfTeftion and their iKeafon, loved 
God truly without having any great Belief \h 
him. When they abandoned themfeWes to the 
AffeAion of their Hearty there was nothing but 
2eal for Religion j 'twas ail Fervency and Lovoc 
When they examined their Reafon^ they ware 
amazed to fee that they could not comprehend 
what they lov'd ; and were at a Lofs how to an» 
fwcr themfelves upon the Subjed of their Love^ 
Then, to deliver my felf in Spiritual Terms, thty 
vfanttfJ Ccnfkthns • ^nd fell into that fad ftate of 
Devrtion, which is called Aridity and Drj/^tfi in 
the Language of the Monafteries. 

God. alone is able to give us a Ileddy^ firm and 
real Faith* All that we can do of our felves, i% 
to humble our Underftanding in Oppofuion hi 
the Light of Nature^ and to execute with Sub[* 
miffion what is prefcribed to us. Humanity ea&r 
ly mingles its Errors in matters of Faith j but it 
feldom miftakes in the Prafticc of . Vertues : For 
it is lefs in our powder to think Juftly ct chc things 
of Heaven, than to do well, . A Man can ncvcf 
be miftaken in Aftibns of Juftice and Charity: 
Sometimes Heaven ordains^ and Nature makes 
an Oppofition : Sometimes Nature demands 
what Reaion forbids. But in Matters of Chaiity ' 
all Debates are filenced, and theic is_, as it were, 
a general Agreement betwen Hea.vcnji Nature and^ 
Reafon. • 
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That ipevotion is our 

Jafl Love. 

DErotion h pu^ laft tovc, in which the Soul, 
thac thinkk' it afpires only after the Felicity 
0f another Lifci. endeavour^, without thinking of 
it,' to procure fome new CdmFort in this. The 
Habit of Sinning is an old Paffion or Inclinati- 
on, which now afford^ nothing but Difgufts j 
from whence it commonly falls out, that we 
turn to God oilt of a Fondnefs for Chai^igc, in or- 
der to form in oiir Soul new Defires, fthd raife in 
it 'the Motions of a growing Paffion. Devotion 
ViH fometimes reftore to an Old Woman, that 
Delicacy of Sentiment, and that Tendernefs of 
Heart, which the tiioft Youthful could not find 
in Marriage,, or in an old Intrigue. A new De- 
votion is every way pleating j nay, we. are evci;i 
pleflfed with talking of the old Sin^ which we 
repent of j for there is a fccret Satisfaction in 
^eteftingthat which hasten ofFenfive, and iq 
ciUing to mind what was foririerly agreeable. 
*" If we carefully examine a converted Debauchee^ 
we will often'find that he left off finning only out 
Wearincfs aqd Vexation for his paft Life. In 
I fft a, whom do we fee quitting his Vice at the 
Time rhat it fo'cths his Imagination, at theXimcf 
when it appears with its Allurements, and gives 
a Tafte for Plcafures ? We leave it off, when 
its Charms a/e worn out, and a tirefome 
Mabic hns funk us infenfibly into Languifh* 
x)7e43t. It is not therefore that which pleas'd us 
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that we qiLiit, when we change cur Courfe of 
Life ; but 'tis that which we could not bear an]f 
longer : And then^ the Sacrifice which we offer 
up CO God^ is that of Difgufts^ which we endeav- 
our to get rid of at any rate. 

There are two very dififerent Imprcffions of Vice 
upon us. That which is irkfome and ianguifhing iii 
the End^ makes us deteft the Offence againft God • 
that which in its Beginnings was delightful, makes 
us regret the Pleafure without perceivin|; it ; and 
this is the Reafon why there are but; tew Con*- 
yerfions wherein is not felt a fecrdt Mixture of 
the Pleafure of Remembrance^ and the Sorrow 
of Repentance. 'Tis trvie, we weep for an odi- 
ous Crime^ with full Bittemefs j but our Repen«; 
tance for the Vices, which were dear to us,, al- 
ways leaves fome fmall Tendemefs for them,^ 
which is mingled with our Tears. There is. 
fomething of the amorous Kind in our repenting 
of an amorous Paflion j and this Paflion is fo na-'; 
tural in us, that we never repent having loved, 
without Love. In effed, if a converted Soul^ 
remembers its having fighed for Love j it cither 
comes to love God, and thereof makes co its fclf 
a new Subjed of Sighs and Pantirrgs ,• Or it fixes. 
its Remembrance very agreeably upon the ObjeA 
of its pafl Pleafures. The fear of Damnation, 
the Image of Hell, with all its Fires, will never 
be able to remove out of that Mind the Idea of a 
Lover j for it is not in the power of Fear, but 
of Love only, thoroughly to efface Love. I w U 
fay more : A Perfon ferioufly touch'd, has no 
Thoughts of faving himfelf, but of loving, when 
he unites himfelf to. God. S.alvation, which was 
the firfl of his Cares, is fwallowed up in love, 
which fuffers no other Cares in his Mind, nor 
no other Pefires in his Soul, bur purely its own. 
Xf \^ this State we have our Thoughts fixed ca 

R 4 ^v^.t.>.^ ^ 
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jEjternity^ this is not in order to apprehend cht 
Evils with which we are threatned^ or hope for 
ihe Glory th^S- i& proaiire4 us ; but 'cis folely iq 
order to love eternally^ that vve are pleafed with 
contemplating an Qterinal Duration. Where Lovq 
has once got the upper H^nd, theris is no other 
Ipaf^on that can fubfift of it felf : 'Tis by it that 
we both Hope and |^,ear ; 'tis by it that both our 
Joys ^nd ow Griefs ^re formed ; Sufpicionj Jea« 
loufy, and even Hatred do inienfibly take their 
Rife from it \ and aU thpfe Paffions^ which be*- 
j^fe were Diftinft and Particular, axe now. only 
Its Movement^^ if we take the Thing right. I 
fiate an old Libertine as a wicked Wretch^ and 
defpife him as a Sefnfelefs Creature, who under* 
ftands not wherein his Happinefs confifts. So long 
as he feu up to give every Thing to Nature, he 
refiits his la^ Propeniion towards God, and denieii 
)d[acure the only Comfort which it requires of 
him. He abandoned himfelf to its Motions, fo 
long as they are Vicious j[ he pppofes its. Pleafure 
ib toon as it becomes a Virtue. All the VirtMes^ 
(ays one, are lofi in Heavmy except Charity, that is 
to &y. Love. So that God, wno preferves it iti 
us after Death, would never have us to diveftour 
i(elves. of it as long as we Uvc 
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O N T HE 



POEMS 

O F T HE 

ANTIENTS 

NO Man pays a greater Veneration to tha 
Works of the Antients than my felf. I 
admire the Defign, the Oecondmy, the Elevati- 
on of Spirit,the Extent of Knowledge, which are 
fo vifible in their Compofuions ; but the Diffe- 
rence of Religion^ Governmetnt^ Cpftoms and 
Manners^ have introduced fo gx^^t t Change iio^ 
the Worlds that we muft go^ as it were^ upoioi a 
new Syftem^ to fuit With the Inclination and Ge- 
nius of the prefent Age. And certainly my . O- 
pinion muft be accounted reafonable9by all thofe 
who will examine it. For if we give quite.oppo- 
fite Charaders, when we fpeak of the God of the 
ifratlitis^ and of the God ot the Chijirians: tho'k 
be the fame Deity : if we fpeak^ othepcwife. of the 
LordofHofts^ of that terrible Cxodj who com- 
manded to defiroy the Enemy to the very fail . 
Man ; than we d!o of that God Patient, Meek^ 
Merqiful, who enjoyns to^ Love them : if the 
ti(|^f £ d|l^.]^orla ii defcrU)'(i with o{ic Gen- 
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nius, and the Redemption of Men, with another a 
If we wane one Kind of Eloquence to fee forth 
the Greatnefs of the Father, who hach made all 
things; ^nd another Kind to Exprefs the Love 
of the Son^ who was pleafed to fuffer all : why 
ihould there not be a new Art^ a new Genius to 
pafs from the falfe Gods^ to the true one ; from 

Jupher,Cflfeli^ Marcury, Mars, jipdlU, to J E SUS 
CHRIST, the Virgiq Jl^arj, o\xr Angels^ znd 
our Sitints ? 

Take away tlieGods from theAntients^and you 
take from them all their PO£MS: TheConftituti- 
on of the Fable is in Diforder ; and the Defign 
of it turned upfide down. Without the Prayer of 
Thetis, to Jupiter, and the Dream which Jufiter 
iends to Jgatnemnon, there will be no ILIAS; 
without Minerva, no O D Y S S E A ; without 
the Protedion of Jupiter^ and the A(G (lance of 
Venus, no iE N E 1 S. The Gods affembled in 
Heaven^ and there debated what was to be done 
upon Earth: They formed Relblutions, and were 
DO le(s neceifaty to fee them executed^ than to 
take them. Thefe Immortal Leaders of Parties 
among Men contrived all^ gave Life to all ; infpi- 
red Force and Courage ; engaged themfelves in 
Fight ,• and if we except Ajax, who asked nothing 
of them but Lights there was no con/iderable 
Warrior^ that liad not his God upon his Chariot, 
as well as his Squire ; the God to conduA his 
Spear j the JSquirei to direft his Horfes. Men 
were. pure Machihesj whom fecrct Springs put in 
Morion ; and thofe Springs were nothing elfe but 
the Infpiration of their Gods and GoddelTes. 

The Divinity we ferve, ii more favourable to 
the Liberty of Men« We are in his Hands, like 
the reft or the Univerfe, by way of Dependancc; 
but in our own to deliberate and to ad. I con* 
fcfs we ought always to beg his Protedion. Lu* 
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cmlus himfelf asks it^ and in chat very Book^ 
where he attacks Povidence with all the Jforce 
of his WiCy he falls a Prayings and implores, 
that Power which governs us, to be fo gracioi\9 
9s to avQft all Misfortunes from him. 

However^ we (hou'd not iqtiodoce this Formi* 
dable Majefty upon every trifling Occafion, whofe 
very Kame ought never to be itfed in vain. 
If the falfe Divinities are miiced in Fi^ions^ 'tis 
no great matter; tboTe are dowtrright Fables, and 
rain EfFeAs pf the Poet's Imagination. As for 
Chriftians^ they odght to give nothing but Truth 
to Him^ who is Truth it felf ; add they fiiould 
adapt all th^ir Difcourfes to. His Wifdom^ and* 
to His Goodnefs^ 

. This great Change is followed by that of Man« 
ners, which by Reafon of their being civilized^ 
and foften'd ac prefent, can't fuSer that wild and 
unbecoming Freedom that was aflumed in former 
times. 'Tis this Change^ that makes us diflike 
and naufcat the vile and brutal Scolcting bccweeo 
jichilUs and Jgamemnon. Upon this Score AgMm 
mtmnm appears odiojus ta us^ when I fee him take 
away that Trojan\ Life, whom Menelam, upoa' 
whofe account the War was made, had generoo& 
ly pardon'd. A£4memnon the King of Kivgs * 
yho ought to have ihown an example of Vertofe 
to ail the Princes, ^d the People ; the bafe A^ 
gamemnon kills this miferable Wretch with his own 
Hand. 'Tis on the fame Account that AehilUs - 
fills us with Horror; when .be butchers young 
Lycaon^ who entrea^d him fo tenderly for hi& 

Dfc. 

a . ' . 

f Lncret. Lib. i. Set Mr. Bajle*x Uiftiooary '*" thi MUfle 

•/ Lucrtftiuf, 

q So Hornet calls lim. 
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Life. Tis then we hate Iiim even to his Vemie»i 
wiicn lie tUi the Body of Ue'dar to hi* Charrior, 
Slid drags liiin inhumanely to ths Camp of the 
Grrth. I loved htm as a vallanr Man, rhJ as (he 
Friend olPatroclm: The Cruelty of this Aiftion 
makes mc abhor his Valour, and liis Fncncifliip: 
'Ti< quite oihcrwife with Hi'^/sr: His gooJ Qua- 
lities rcrurn inro our Minds : wc pity and lamci 
him the more for hit Sutferinr^s ; his Idea on i\ 
fudden becomes very dear, and raifei all 
Thoughts in his Favour. Let ic not be faid 
the behalf of AcbilUi, that Vhll/>r had kill'd 
dear Patroelm. The Refcmment of his Dei 
doth not cxcufc him to us. An Afflii^ion 
cou'd permit him to fufpend his Revenge, and 
tarry till his Arms were made, before he went 
the Combat; an Afflidion Co patient ought 
to have carried liim to this unumal BarbHriiy, 
ter the right was over. Bui let us acquit l-'risni 
ftip of an Imputation fo odious. The fwcMcl 
the tendercft ofall Vcrtucs, does not ufc to 
ducc EfFeAs fo contrary to its Nature. ylcHii 
had really this Cruelty in the Bottom of liis N*? 
cure, It is not to the Friend of P.-.iri>elui, bnt to the 
inhumane and inexorable AcbilUt^ that it belong*. 

This all the World will eafily agree to. How- 
e:vcr, the Vicesof the Hero arc no Faults in the 
Poet. Homtr'i Defign was to paint Nature foch 
as he faw it, and not to improve it in hit Heroci, 
Ho has defcribed them with more PafTioni, iliait 
Vertuci : Now PaOijn ha» it) Foundation in Nai?! 
tare, and Vertue it a thing acquired by the 
provenicnt o( our Reafon. 

PoUiickihadnotyetMnircd Men, by the Bom 
of a Rational Society; nor poUfhed them entmj 
foroihcrs: Moralitj- had not yet accomplini 
them for themfclvcs. Good Qualities v»*i 
not fufficicntly dlflioguvlhcd from the b; 



Vyffts was prudent^ and fdbrFul j provident againft 
Dingers ; induftrious to get out of them ; valiant 
fometimcs, when there was lefs Danger to be fo^ 
than otherwife* ^ci&iAr/ was valiant and fierce; and 
(what Horaci would not fet down in his Charadet 
of hinO condefcending fometimes to Puerile Fol- 
lies. As his Nature was uncertain^ and irrekular; 
hence it came to pafs that his Behaviour was lome- 
times fierce^ and lometimes chil^lh. One while 
be drags the Body of HcSar in a barbarous Man- 
ner; now he whines to the Goddefs his Mother^ 
like a Child, to drive away the Fliei from that of 
F^rccUsy his dear Friend. 

Their Cuftoms differ no lefs from oursj than 
their Morals* Two Heroes ready for the Com- 
bat would notamufe themlelves now a-days in fee* 
ting forth their Genealogy : But it is ea(y to ob^ 
ferve in the I L I A S^ nay in the OD YSSE A^ 
and the £ N £ I S too, that fuch a Method was 
then pradifed« Men harangued before they 
fought, juft as they make Speeches in EngUmij 
before they are hanged. 

As for Comparilons^ Difcretion will teach us 
to ufe them more fparingly than the Ancients : 
Good Senre,will render them jufl|iInvention,new. 
The5Mi9,the Adow, the Stars ^thc Elements, wUl lend 
us no more a worn - out Magnificence. Wolves^ 
Shef herds, and Flocks, will not ailbrd us a Simplici- 
ty coo much known and threadbare. 

I am of Opinion, there is an infinite Number 
of Comparifons, that are more like one another 
than the things they are compared to. A Gof- 
Hawk, that ilrikes a Pigeon ; a Spar Hawk that 
dares the little Birds; a Falcon chat makesaftoop; 
are Kker one another in the fwiftnefs of their 
Flight, than the Men to whom they are compa- . 
red for their Impetuofity. Take away the Di- 
fiioction of the Names of CefH^wk, Spar-Hawk 
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^nd Falcm^ you'll find the very fame chin^. The 
Violence of a Wbirk-Wind^ that roots up Treei^ 
hiore refembles chat of a Storm^ which raifes Di£ 
orders of another kind^ than the ObjeAs to whidi 
it is compared. A Lum, whom Hunger drives 
from his Den ; a Lim purfued by Hunters ; a 
Lionefs furious and jealous of her Whelps j a Urn 
againft whom a Whole Village affembles * and 
who for all that retires with Pride and Indigna- 
tion: AH this is a Lim differehtiy rebrefented. 
but ftill a Lionj which doth not afford us Ideas 
different enough. 

Sometimes Comparifons take us from Objeds 
tha^ employ us moft^ by (bowing us another Ob^ 
]tSty that makes an unfeafonable DiverHon. I ani 
ready to condder two Armies^ that are drawn out 
ko engage, and I employ all my Thoughts to ob- 
serve the Behaviour, Order and Difpofuionof the 
Troops : On a fudden, I am traniported to the 

Shores of a Sea, which Is fv tVd by the Fury of the 
Windsy and I ftnl in more danger to behold Ship- 
wrecked Veffels, than broken Bittalions. Thefe 
Vaft Thoughts which the Sea affords me, efface 
the former. Another reprefents to me a Mountain 
or a Farefi all on fire. Whither doth not the Idea 
of fuch a Burning carry one ? If I were not a per- 
feft Matter of itiy own Thoughts, I might infen- 
fibly be Ibd to the latt Univerfal Conflaeration. 
From this terrible Burning, 1 am hurried to ari 
Image of Lightning j and thcfe Diverfions fo much 
take me offffom the firft Image that employed me, 
that I lofe entirely that of the Battle* 

Wc think to imbcllifh Objefts by cortiparing 
them to eternal, immenfc. Infinite Beings ; but 
in truth we leffcn inftead of advancing them. To 
fay that a Woman is as hanJfome as Madam Maza- 
rin ; is to praife her more, than if you compared 
her to the Sun ; for the Sublime and Wonderful 
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tpreate Efteem ; the Itnpoflible and the Fabulous 
deftrpy chat very Gommendatioiij whichchey pre- 
tend CO beftow. • 

Truth was not the Inclination of the firft Ages; 
an^ ufeful Lye^ and a lucky Fallhood gave Repu* 
tation to Impoftors^ and Pleafure to the credulous. 
Twas the Secret of the Great and the Wife, to 
govern the fimple ignorant Herd. The Vulgar^ 
who paid a profound RefpeA to myfterious Errors^ 
wou'd have defpifed naked Truths and 'twas 
thought a piece of Prudence to cheat them* All 
their Difcourfes were fitted to fo advantageoujs a 
IDefign ; in which there was nothing to be Teen 
but Fidions, Allegories, and Similitudes; nothing 
appeared as it was in it felf. Specious and rheto- 
rical Out- fides hid the Truth of Things; and Com- 
parifons too frequently ufed, hinder'd the Reader 
from minding the true Objeds, by amufing him 
with Refemblancesb 

The Genius of our Age is quite oppofite to this 
Spirit of Fables and falfe Myfteries. We love plain 
Truth ; good Senfe has gaind Ground upon the 
lUufions of Fancy ; and nothing fatisfies us now- 
a-days, but folid Reafon. To this Alteration of 
Humour, we may add that of Knowledge ; we 
have other Notions of Nature, than the Ancients 
had. The Heavens, that eternal ManHon of fo 
many Divinities, are nothing elfe with us, but an 
immenre and fluid Space. The fame Sun fhines 
ftill uppn us ; but we affign it another Courfe j . 
and inilead of haftening to Tet in the Sea, it goes 
to enlighten another World. The Earth, which 
was immoveable in the Opinion of the Ancients, 
now turns round in ours, and is not to be 
equal d for the Swifcnefs of its Motion. In (hort^ 
every thing is changed, Gods, Nature, Politicks, 
Manners, Humours, and Cuftoms. Now is it to be 
fuppofed, that fo many AUerations fliould not pro- 
duce a miglity Change in out Wm\tv^^ ^ "NS^ 
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If Homer were no# alire^ he wdtshil itndottBtdP 
ly write ^mirdble Poems ; but theikhe would (It 
them to Tne prefent Age. Our P66t% make bad 
ones, becaufe they model them by chofe of the 
Antients^and order them according toRules^whfcfi 
are chang;ed with things that time hath altered. 

I know there are cendin Eternal Rules^ ground- 
ed upon good Senfe, built uJ3on firm and folid 
Reaion, that will always lad : Yet there are but 
few that bear this Charafter. Thofe that relate 
CO the Manners, Affairs and Cuftoms of the an- 
tient Greeks, make but a weak Impreffion upon us 
at prefent. We may fay of theiii us Horace has faid 
of Words^ they hare their certain Period and Du- 
ration. Some die with old age ; It a verkortim in* 
terit atas : Others perifll With their Nation^ as welt 
as their Maxims of Government^ which fubfift not 
after the Empire is diifolved. So 'tis plain^ there 
iare but very few, that have a Right to prevail at 
iatl Times ; and it would be ridiculous to regulate 
Matters wholly new by Laws that are extinA. 
Poetry would do ill to exaft from us, what Reli- 
l^on and juftice do not obtain. 

To this fervile and too much affeded Imitation^ 
is owing the ill Succefs of all our Poems. Our 
Poets had notGentus enough to pleafe without em- 

eoyine the Gods ; nor Addrefs to make a good 
fe of what Materials our Religion could afford 
them. Tied to the Humour of Antiquity, but 
confined to the DoArines of this Age, they give 
the Air of Mercury to our Angels, and that of the 
fabulous Wonders of Paganlfm to our Miracles. 
This mixture of Antient and Modem, has made 
them fucceed very ilK And we may fay, that 
they neither knew how tq draw any Advantage 
from their FiAions, nor make a right Ufo of onr 
Truths. 

♦ Td 
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To tonclude, the Potais of Homir will alv^ays 
be a Mafter-pitce^ but they are not a Model al- 
ways CO be followed. They will form our Judg« 
medc ; and our Judgment will regulate the pre* 
fent Difpoficion of Things. 
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WONDERFUL? 

' tbiit is found in the POEMS 

OF THE 

ANTIENTS 

« 

IE we confider the Wcndtrful in the Poems of 
Antiquity^ divefted of the fine Thoughts^ thei 
ilrong Paffions, and the Noble Expreflions with 
which the Works of the Poets are adorn'd ; If wei 
Confider it, I fay, deflitute of all Ornamentj; and 
come to examine it purely by it felf, I am per- 
fuaded that to a Man of good Senfe, it will ap^ 
pear no lefs ridiculous, than that of Knight-Er- 
rantry. Nay, the Latter is in this regard the 
pifcreeter of the Two, becaufe it fuppofesall 
Pernicious, Diflioneft, and bafe Things done by 
the Mintftry of Devils and Magicians ; whereas 
the Poets have left the mofl Infamous Exploit at 
to the Management of their Gods and Goddeffes; 
Yet this hinders not but that Poems have been zU 
ways admired, and Books of Chivalry ridiculed; 
The firrt are admired for the Wit and Knowledge 
wc find iri them j and the other defpifed for the 
Abfurdities they are filVd Witfc; The Wondiffil in 
Vol. II; & ' tb^ 
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fcke Pottks fupports its Fabulous eitfaTagance by 
the Beauty of the Difcourfe, and by an infinite 
Number of ufeful Difcoveries that accompany it. 
• That of Chivalry difcredits even the foolifh In* 
vention of its Fable^ by the Bidiculoufhefs of the 
Stile in which it is written. 

Be it how it will^ the JVmitrful in the Poems 
has begotten that of Knight-Errantry ; and cer- 
tain it is^ that the Devils and Conjurers caufe 
much lefs Harm in this Way of Writing, than the 
6ods and.their Minifters did in the Former The 
Goddefs of Arts^ of Knowledge, and Wifdom^ 
infpires the Braveft of all the Ctteks * with an un- 
governable Fury, and fufFers him not to recover 
his Senfes (he had taken from him, but only to 
make him capable of perceiving his Folly, and by 
this means to kill bimfelf out of meer Shame and 
Defpair. The Greateft and mod Prudent of the 
Goddeifes t Favours fcandalous Paffions, and ' 
lends her Affiftance to carry on a Criminal A- 
^ mour. The fame Goddefs employs all forts 
of Artifices to deftroy a handful of Innocent Peo- 
ple, who by no means deferved her Indignation. 
She thought it not enough to exhauft her own 
Power, and that of the other Gods, Whom flie 
foUicited to Ruin ^Aneas, but even corrupts the 
God of Sleep to cail Palinurm into a Slumber, and 
fo to order Matters, that he might drop into the 
Sea V this piece of Treachery fucceeded, and the 
poor Pilot perilh'd in the Waves. 

There is not one of the Gods in thefe Poems^ 
that does not bring the greateft Misfortunes upoti 
Men, or hurry them oh to the black eft Adions* 
Nothing is fo Villanous here £elow, which is not 

executed 
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executed by their Order, or authorized by their 
Example : And this it was, that principally CQptri^ 
buted to give Birth to the Sed of the EfUureans^ 
iand afterwards to fuppprt it, Eficttrmy Lnmtim, 
and Tetroniusy would rather tnake their Gods idle^ 
knd enjoy kheir Immortal ]^ature in an uninter- 
rupted Tranquillity, than fee them aiftive^ and 
cruelly employ'd in ruining ours. Nay, Epicurm 
by doing fo^pretended he mew'd his greatRefpeft 
to the Gods ^ and fr6m hence proceeded that 
Saying which my Lord ii^ can fo miich admires : 
Ifm Decs vttlgi negate prcfannm, fid ttmigl Opinkmm 
Diis af fit cart frofdnum\ 

Now I dbn't mean by this, that w6 are obliged 
to difcard the Gods out of our Works, and much 
lefs from thofe of Poetry, where they feem to 
enter more Naturally than any where elfe j 

Ab Jove frincipium Mufa | | 

I ani for introducing them as ihuch a^ any 
Man : but then I would have them bring theu: 
Wifdom, Juftice, and Clemency aloag with them; 
{and not appear, as we generally make them, liko 
a pack of Impoftors and AiTaffins. I would havQ t 
them come with a Cohdud to Regulate, and not 
with a Diforder to Confound • every Things . 

Perhaps it tfiay bd rcply'd, that thefe Extrava^* 
fancies ought only to piafs for Fables and Fifti-» 
0ns, ^hich belong to the Jurifdidion of Poetry, , 
But I wou'd fain know^ what Art and Science it| 
the World has the PoWer to exclude good Senfe ? 
If we need only write in Verfe to be privileged 
in all Eitravagaticies j for niy part, I would 

S % nevet. 
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ncvv advife any Man to meddle with Profcj 
where he mufl immediately be pointed at for a 
Coxcombj if he leaves good Senfe and Reafon 
never fo little behind him. 

I; wonder extre^mly, that the Ancient Poets 
were fo fcrupulous co preferve Probability in the 
Adions of Men J and violated it after fo abomi- 
. niible a manner, when they come to recount the 
A(3ion$ of the Gods. Even thofe who have 
fpoken of their Nature more foberly than the reft^ 
could not forbear to fpeak extravagantly of their 
Condud. ' When they eftablifh their Being, and 
their Attributes, they make them Immortalj In* 
finite, Almighty, peifedly Wife, and perfcdly 
<zood. But at the very Moment they fee them a 
Working, there is no Weaknefs to which they 
don't make them ftoopj^there is no Folly or 
Wickednefs which they don t make them com- 
mit. 

We have two common Sayingf, which appear 
to be diredly oppolke to one another, and yet I 
look upon both to be very probable. Theoneis, 

, That ¥oetry is the Language of the Gods j the Other, 
ThatVA^r^ is not pub 'a Fool in Nature^ astiPoet^ Poe- 

tfy, that expreffcs with Force and Vigour, thofe 
impetuous Pi^ffions that difturb Mankind ; that 
' paints the Wonders of the Uniycrfe, in lively Ex- 
- prcflTions, does elevate Things purely Natural, as 
it were above Nature, by the Sublimity of its 
Thoughts, and the Magnificence of its Ducourfe, 
which, may juftly enough be called the Language ^f 
the ( eds But when Poets come once to ^uit this 
noble Field of Pallions and Wonders, to Ipeak of 
Che Gods, they abandon themfelves to the Ca- 
price of their own Imagination, in Matters which 
they do not underftand j and their Fieat having 
tio juft. Ideals to govern it, inftead of making 
themfelves^ as they vainly believei wholly Di« 

yihe. 
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vine^ they are in truth the mofi Extravagant Sots in 
the World. It will be no difficult Matter to be con- 
vinced of this Truths if we confider that this ab- 
furd and fabulous Theology^ is equally contrary 
CO all Notions of Religion, and all Principles of 
good Senfe. There have been fome Philofbphers 
that have founded Religion upon that Knowledge 
vrhich Men may have of the Deity by their Natu- 
ral Reafon. There have been Law-givers too 
that have fiiled themfelves the Interpreters of the 
Will of Heaven, to eftabiifli a Religious Worfliip^ 
Mrhich has not had Reafon to fupport it. But to 
make, as the Poets have done^ a perpetual Com- 
merce^ a familiar Society^ and if I may ufe the 
iExpreffion, a Mixture^ or Hotch-potch of Men 
and Gods^ againfi Religion and Reafon, is cer- 
tainly the Boldefl, and perhaps the moft Senfelefs 
Thing that ever was. 

It remains now to confider, whether the Cha- 
rafter of a Poem has Virtue to redifie that of Im- ^ 
piety and Folly. Now, as 1 take it, we dv^'t 
afcribe fo much Power to the fecret Force of any 
Charm. That which is bad, is bad for 
good and all ; That which is Extravagant, can 
be made good Senfe in no refpeft. As for the 
Reputation of the Poet, it redifies^ nothing any 
more than the Charader of the Poem does. Dif- 
cernment is a Slave to no Body. That which is 
eflfedually Bad, is not at all the Better for being 
found in the moft celebrated Author : And chac 
vfhich is Juft and Solid, is never the worfe for 
coming from an indifferent Hand. 

Amongfl a hundred fine and lofty Thoughts, a 
good Judge will foon difcover an Extravagant 
one, which one's Genius threw out when it 
was warm, and which too ftrong an Imagination 
was able to maintain againft urfixt Reflexions. 
On the other Hand, in the courf^ cf an infinite 

^ 9 Number 
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Number of exrraxagant Things, this fame jud| 
wilt admire certain Beauties, where the Mind, 
fpight of its JiTipetuolity, wasjuftand Regular. 

The Elevation of Nomo-, and his other Nobl 
Qualities, don't hinder me from taking Notice Q 
the falfe Charafter of his Gods : And that agree 
able and judicioas Equality of yir^il, chat pleafe 
all tine Judges, does not conceul from me th 
little Merit of his ty£ntas. If among fo man' 
Noble Things which afleft mGxaHomsr and Virjfi 
2 cannot forbear to remark what is defe^ve'i 
them J fo amongft thofe PafTages that difptcal 
me in Lucaut either for being too flat, or wear 
me for being too far carried on ; I cannot forbei 
to pkafe my feK in confidering the juft and Tru 
Grandeur of his Heroes. I endeavour to retij 
every Word in him, when he exprefTcs the fccn 
'Movements of C^far at the Sight of Pomfey 
Head ; and nothing efcapes me in that iaimitr 
fcle pifcourfe of Lakiaim and Cato*, where tht 
Debate whether they (hall confult (he Oracle ( 
Jupiter Ammon, to know che Dcftiny of the Com 
mon- Wealth. 

If all the Autient Poetf had tpoken -is worthii 
of the Oracle* of their Gods, 1 fliould make a 
fcruple to prefef them to the Divines and Plii 
lofophers of our Time, ard 'tis a PafTage (hi 
may ferve for an Example in this Matter, to a 
Succeeding Poets- One may fee in the Con- 
couife of fo many People that came to confult ths 
Oracle of Amman, what EfFe^s a puWick Opir' 
on can produce, where Zeal and Superftitit 
mingle together. One may fee in l^tmm, 
[Vioui fenfiblc Man, who to his Refpe^ for tl 
Gods, joins that Confideration aad Ellcem « 
ougiM 
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opght to prefenre for true Virtue in good Men« Cato 
is a Religious^ fevere Philolbpher^weaiied from all . 
vulgar Opinions, who entertains thofe lofty 
Thoughts of the Gods^ which pure undebauched * 
Reafon^ and a truly eletated Wifdom can ^ve us 
of diem/ Every thing here is Poetical, every 
thing is Confonant to Senfe and Truth ; it is not 
Poetical upon the fcore of any ridiculous Fi Aion^ 
or for fome extravagant Hyjperbole^ but for the 
darine Greatnefs and Majefty of the Language^ 
and for the ' Noble' Elevation of the Difcourfe. 
^is thus, that Poetry is the Language of the 
Gods^ and that Poets are Wife. And 'tis fo much 
the ^eater wonder to find it in Lucan^ becaufe ii 
is neither to be met with in Hmcr or Virgil / 
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ELUCIDATION 

*■ < ■ 

I I 

of what I faid of the 

Italian MUSIC K* 

IHave tiie't with fd bad Treatment as to what 
concerns the iM/iWi, that I am under a Ne- 
cefficy of vindicating my felf to Perfons whofe 
Approbation I might defire^ and whofe Cenfure 
I might fear. I declare chen^ that after having 
heard Sjphace^ Ballarini, and Buzzolini with atten- 
tion^ and examined their Singing with the fmall 
Genius and Skill that I am Mailer of^ I found 
they fung divinely Will j and if I could hit upon 
Terms that were beyond this ]^pre(fion^ I would 
make ufe of them to add a greater Value to 
their Capacity. 

I can make no certain Judgment of the French. 
They put the Paffions in too great a Commoti- 
on i thev diforder our AfFeAions fo mightily^ 
that we lofc the Liberty of judging^ which others 
have left us^ to find out the Certainty of their Me- 
rit in the Exaftnefs of our Approbations. 

The firft Inftitution of Mufick was made^ to 
keep our Soul in a /bft Repofe ; or to reftore it 
to its due Situation^ in Cafe it was out of it» 

They 
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They, who from an equal Knowledge of MaQ« 
ners and Singing, follow Orders fo ufefuUy e« 
llabliflied, deferve Praife, The Fnncb have no 
ihanner of Regard to chofe Principles : They in- 
fpire Fear, Pity, Sorrow ; they difguiet, agitate^ 
and difturb when they pleafe ; they excite the 
Paffions which others allay ; they win the Heart 
by a Charm which we might call a .kind of Sedu-» 
<ftion. Is your Soul tender and fenfible ? Do you 
love to be touched ? Hear Roebouas^ Baumavkl^ 
Dumiffil, thofe fecret Maflers of the Hearty who 
likewife fludy the Grace and Beauty of AAion^ 
in order to make our Eyes declare in their Fa- 
vour. But would you admire Capacity, Skill, 
and Profoundnefs in difficult Things ; a Facility 
of finging every Thing without Study, the Art . 
of ad jutting the CompoHfiion to oneY Voice, in* 
fiead of Accommodating one^t Voice to tte In« 
tention of the Compofer ? Would you admire an 
incredible length of Breath for Quavering, afur- 
prifing glibnels of the Throat in running Divifi* 
ons ? Hear Sypbace^Bellarini and Buz^oUni, Vfho diJP- 
daining the falfe Movements of the Heart, addrefs 
themfelves to your nobleft Part, and conquer your 
moft folid Reafbii. 
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LETTER 



T O T H E 



Dutchefs pf Mazarin. 



I Am not fo Tatq as to ask your ApprobatioOji 
and you bare too much Judgment to gi?e ii; 
me i but fince Ill-nature accompanies Exaftnefs 
of Judging^ I intreat you. Madam, do not cen- 
fure me generally upon every thing I fay, nor 
condemn me for every thinp I do. If I fpeak, I 
exprefs my Meaning ill ; if I hold my Tongue, 
I harbour a malicious Thought ; if 1 refufe to 
Difpute, 'tis Ignorance ; if I do Dilute, 'tis 
Obftinacy or Unfaimefs ; if I agree to what is 
faid, no Body cares for my Complaifancc ; iff 
am of a contrary Opinion, never was fuch a con- 
cradidious Man feen. When I produce good 
Reafom, Madam hates Arguers of the Cafe: 
When 1 allege Examples^ that is her Averfion : 
With relation to whatii^aft^ lam a teller of old 
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Stories I as to the prefenc^ (he ranks me among 
old Dotards; and as to the future, an Irifii Pro^ 
phet would be fooner credited than I. 

As all things have their Seafons^ Converdtion 
ends^ and Play begins^ where^ if I lofe^ I anl 
the Bubble; if I win^ I am the Shaiper ; and if I 
leave off^ a Clown. If I have a mind to walk^ 
I have the Reftlefnefs of Youth ; aQ4 R^ft^ to be 
fure^ is the Heavinefs and Drowfmefs of my old 
Age. If I am yet animated with Faifion^ I am 
caird an pld Fool ; if Reafon governs ti^i^. Incli<^ 
nations of my Mind^ I am told chat I am in lovd 
with Nothings and that no Man's Indifference 
was ever equal to mine. Contraries are equally 
Difadvantageous to me ; when I intend to amend 
one Thing which you were difpleafed withal^ I 
do another Thing quite contrary, and thereby 
difpleafe you as much as before. In the Condi- 
tion I am now in^ I dread, left I (hould commit a 
Miftake j and am afraid, left I fhould do Right. 
You never forgive any of my Errors ^ you hate 
me when I am in the right ; and I am fo unhap- 
py as to be often the ObjeA of your Hatred. 

This, Madam, is the ordinary Treatment I re-' 
ceive at your Hands ; this is it, that makes me de- 
iire your Abfcnce. But by thinking of your 
peevifh Humours too much, I have not fufficienc- 
ly refleded on your Charms, nor conlidered that 
the greateft of all Misfortunes muft be that of not 
feeing ypu. I have been able to tell you the Pains 
I fufter when I am with you, but thofe which I 
feel when I am abfent from you, are paft Ex- 
preffion. 'Tis not in the Power of Wotds to cx- 
prefs my Grief. I cannot (peak^ Madam, but I 
die. 

I have ended my Letter, Dying j but the Virtue 
pf your Charms is able to revive thofe whoni 
y;our Ri^^our has ftruck dead, IVy^ fesSi ^vcs.^^. 
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have to beg of you, Madam^ is^ that yea would 
abate your Severity and Cruelty towards me^ in 
the New Life that I am going to lead wich yoiL 
Divide the Severity of your Juftice j let part of it 
fall on Mr. VilUersi let not your Chaplain be 
without his fhare of it } nor let honeft Cbarki 
efcape for aTl her Care about your Domeftick 
Affairs ; let the Princes and the Nobility (bme* 
times cake part of the Burthen upon chem^ that 
tp the Gentry may have fome fiafe ; and^ in fine^ 

Madam^ let not me be the only Perfon pitched 
upon to bear your Anger and Paffion^ to make 
way for your Kindneues and Civilities to 0- 
theiri. 



ON 
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EPICURUS- 

To the MODERN 
LEONTIUM*, 

YOUdefire to be informed^whether I compofed 
thofe Reflections upon the Doctrine 
OF EPICURUS, which arc attributed to me: 
I might honour my felf with them; but I donTt 
love to give my felf a Merit which I have no 
Right to j for to deal ingenuoufly with you^ it is 
not mine. I have a great Difadvantage in thefe 
little Treatifes^ that are Printed^ under my Name. 
There are fome good Pcribrmances which I do 
not own^ becaufe they don't belong to me; and 
amongft .my Writings^ they have mferted abun- 
dance of impertinent Things^ which 1 don't take 

Che 

* Lcontium, was an Athenian Lady^who hath heen ceUha* 
ted for her Intri^ues^ and her Knowledge ^fVhilof of hj^ which 
fie iearn'd /rom Epicurus. By the MODERN LSON- 
T I U M n.r. deSt. Evremond here means Madam L'£llciof» 
&t€ she LIFE of Mr. de S(« EvccoxouA^ {aj^e ;;;:^% 
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the trouble to difown. At my Age one Hour olf 
Life well managed is more confiderable with mej 
than the Concern of an indifferent Reputation. 
Wich what Difficulty a Man parts with Self-lovt-? I 
1 quit it as an Author j I refume it as a Philofo* 
pher^ finding a fecfet Pleafure in negleding what | 
others fo earneftly purfue. 

The! Word PLEASURE recalls Epicurus into my 
Mind i and makes me confefs^ that of all the Opi- 
nions of Philofophers concerning the fummum U* 
nunfy none appears to mc fo rational as his. It 
would be to no purpofe to alledge here the Rea- 
fons, that have been given a hundred times by 
the Epknreans ; That the Love of Ple^ure^ and 
the avoiding of Grief^ are the firft and mbft natii« 
ral Motions^ that are obferved in Men ; That 
RicheSj Power^ Honour and Vertue may contri- 
bute to our Happinefs ; but that the fole Enjoy- 
tnent of Pleafure or Voluftuoufnefsy is, to fpeak ail, 
the fmgle End to which pur AdUons tend. 'Tis a 
thing clear enough of it fclf, and I am fully per* 
fwacled of it. At the fame time 1 don't well know 
'what this VLEASURE of Eftcur'us was; fori ne- 
Ver faw Learned Men io divided about any Pointy 
as they have been about the Morals of this Phi- 
lofoplier. Philofophers^ and even fome of his own 
Scholars have exclaimed againfl him, as a fenfual 
and lazy Perfon^ that never quitted his Idlenefs 
but to make a Debauch. All Seds have oppofed 
liis : Magidrates have looked upon his Do^rine 
to be prejudicial to the Publick. Cicero^ fo Ju(^, 
and fo wife in his Opinions ^ and Tlutarcb^ fo much 
iefteemed for his Judgment^ have not been favou- 
rable to him. And as for the Cbrifiians^ the an^ 
cient Fathers have made him pafs for the greateft 
and mod dangerous of impious Perfons. Thus I 
have (bown you his Enemies i now let us fee what 
hii Friends were; 

Mstfoddfiu^ 
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MetrsioTus^ HtrmacbitSy Mtn4scemflnd many Others 
that ufed to difpute with him, had as much Ve* 
neracion as Friendflup, ftir his Perfon : Diogmet 
Lairtius could not write his Life with more Ad'^ 
vantage to his Reputation^ than he has done : Lu^ 
cretius was his Adorer : Seneca^ as much an Ene* 
my as he was to his Sc£t, hath mentioned him 
with Praife. If fome Cities have exprefs'd aa 
Averficn for him, others havb ereded Statues in 
his Honour : And among the Chriftians^ if the 
Fathers have cryed him down, Gajftndus and Mr* 
Bemiers do vindicate him. 

In the midft of all thefe Authorities, fo oppo^ 
(ite one to the other, what way is there to decide 
the Controverfy ? Shall I fay that Eficurus is a 
Corrupter of good Manners, upon the Credit of 
a jealous Philolopher, or a difcontented Difciplc^ 
who perhaps fuSer'd himfelf to be blindly led by 
his own Refentments, for fome imaginecf Injury ? 
Befides, fince 'tis evident that Eficurm aimed to 
ruine the common received Opinion about ProvU 
dence, and the Immortality of the Soul, cannot 
I cafily perfuade my felf, that the World appear'! 
againft a Dodrine that gave fo much Scandal; 
and that they defamed the Life of the Philofopher, 
on purpofe to difcredit his Opinions with more 
Authoricy ? But if I am unwilling to receive all 
that his Enemies and his Rivals have publifhed of 
him, fo I do not eafily believe what his Defenders 
dare fay. I don^t think that he had a Defign to 
introduce a Pleafure more fevere than the Vertue 
of the Stoicks. This Jealoufy of Aufterity feems 
to nie extravagant in a voluptuous Philolo- 
pher, take his Pleafure in what Senfe you pleafe.' 
A pretty Myitery this, to declaim agaioft a Ver* 
tue, that divefts a Wife Man bf his Senfes, to efta* 
bliih a Pleafure that^iffbrds him no Motion ! The 
Man of the Stjn^ is a Venuous InfenHble ; 

that 
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that of the Epcurcms a Voluptuous Immoveable. 
The firft bears Artli(Stions without AfHidions j the 
fejond taftes Pleafure without Pleafure. What 
Rjifon had a Philofopher^ who did not believe 
the Immortality of the Soul, to mortify thC Sen- 
fcs ? Why ihould he put a Divorce between two 
Parts^ compofed of the fame Matter^ that ought 
to fmd theii* Advantage in the mutual Concord 
and Union of their Pleafures ? I pardon in our 
Religious Men the fad Singularity of eating no- 
tiling but Herbs, fmce they think to obtain eternal 
Happineis by thcfc Aulteriiics : But that a Philo- 
fopher^ who knows no other good Things than 
ihofe of this World ; that the Doftor of Pleafure 
fhould regale hinifclf with Bread and Water to ar- 
rive at the fovercign Happinefs of Life, is what 
my little Underftanding cannot comprehend. 

If Epicurus was fuch a Man^ I admire that they 
don'c make his Pleafure center in Death j for if 
we confider the Mifery of Life, his chicfe(t Good 
fliould have been to get rid of it. Believe me, if 
Horace and ?etro7iins had imngincd him to have 
been fuch a one as he is djfcribed, they would 
not have chofw'n him to be tlicir Mailer in the Sci- 
ence of Pleafures. As for what fomc People pre- 
tend of his great Piety towards the Gods, 'tis no 
lefs ridiculous^ than the Mortification of his Scn- 
fcs j thofe idle Gods from whom he had nothing to 
hope or fear. Thofe impotent Beings did not merit 
the trouble of his Worlhip^and let not People fay^ 
that he went to the Temples, for fear of drawing 
the Magiftrates upon him, and fcandalizing his 
Citizens j for he had much lefs fcandalized Vhem 
by not affifting at their Sacrifices, than he offended 
them by his Writings, which deftroyed the Gods 
in the World, or at leafl ruined chat Confidence 
the People had in their ProteiTion. 

But now, fome one will fay to me. What think 
you of Epicurus ? You believe neither his Friends, 
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nor his Enemies ; his Adverfaries nor his Defeiv| 
idcrs. What then is your Judgment of him ? Vm 
of Opinion, that Epicurus was a very wife Philo-* 
fopher, who, according to different Times an4 
Occafions, loved Pleafure in Repofe, or Pleafure 
in Motion ; and chat this different Pleafure, has 
occafion'd the different Reputation he has found 
in the World, Timocrates and his other Enemies 
have charged him with fenfual Pleafures ,• thofe 
that have defended him, talk of nothing but of 
Spiritual Pleafures. The former accufe him of 
ExpenHve Banquets, and I am perfuaded that the 
Accufacion is well grounded : When the latter 
yalue him for his eating fome little Morfels of , 
Cheefe, in order to make better Cheer than ufu- 
al, I belfeve they don't want Reafon^ When one 
Side fays, that he argued with Leontium, they fay- 
true : When the other affirms, that he diverted 
himfelf with her, they don't mifreprefent him^ 
There is a time to laugh, and a time to weef, accord- 
ing to Solomon ; a time to be fober, and a time to 
be fenfual, according to Eftcurus. Befides, a Vo- 
luptuous Man is not equally fo all his Life. In 
Religion, the greatcft Libertine becomes Come-* 
times the moft devout. In the Study of Wifdom, 
the moft indulgent to. Pleafure, is fometimcs the 
moft fevere. As for me, I look otherwife upon 
Epicurus in Youth and Health, than in Old Age 
and Sicknefs* 

Indolence and Tranquillity, that ifappinefs of 
idle People and fick Perfons, cannot be better ex- 
prcfs'd, than they are in his Writings. Senfual 
Pleafure is no lefs explained in that formal Paifage^ 
which Cicero exprefly alledges. * I know, indeed^ 
that all imaginable Care ha^ beeiv taken to dcQxoy 

Vol. 11. T its 
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its Credit^ and to invalidate it : But are meer Cotl- 
jcftures to be compared with the Teftimony of 
Ciftro^ who was fo well acquainted with the Phi- 
lofophers of Greece^ and their Opinions. It were 
much better to afcribe to the Inconftancy of Hu- 
mane Nature, the Inequality of our Minds. Where 
is a Man fo uniform, as to have nothing unequal, 
and contradidory in "his Difcourfe and Anions : 
Solomon deferves the Name of WISE^ at lead as 
much as Eficnrus^ and was equally miftaken in his 
Opinions and Conduft. Montagnfy when he was 
a young Man, believed that our Thoughts ought 
to be eternally fix'd upon Death, that we might 
be prepared for it : When he came to be Old, he 
tells us, he altered his Mind, and would have us 
fufFer our fclves to be fwcetly conduced by Na^ 
ture, that will (ufficicntly teach us to die. 

Mr. Bemier^ that great Favourer of Eficurus^ 

doth now confcfs, that after he has (luditd Philofofbf 
Fifty Tcarsy he dmhts even of th.ofe thlngSy that he bad 
hflidvcd to be the mrft ctrtain f. All ObjeAs have 
different Faces, and our Mind, which is in a con- 
tinual Morion, looks wpon them differently as it 
does confider them : So that, if I m:iy be allow- 
ed the txprcflion, we have nothing bat new Af- 
pecft^, while we think we enjoy new Difcoverics. 
JJefidcs, Age brings great Alterations in our Hu- 
mour, and by the Alrcracion of Humour, is very 
often introduced that of our Opinions. To this 
we may add^ that the Pleafures of the Senfcs 
fometimes make us difrelifli the SatisfaAion of tho 
Mlnd^ as too jejune and n:<ked ; and that the nice 
and refined Satisfadions of the Mind^ dcfpife in 
their turn the Pleafures of the Senfes, as too grofs. 
So we ought not to be furprized, that^ in fo great 

a diver- 
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^ diVerfity of Profpeds, and Motions^ Efictmii^ 
who writ more than any Philofbphcr, uiould fay 
the fame thing in. a different Manner^ according 
as he might have different Thoughts and Notions 
of it. What Occafion is there for this general Ar- 
gument^ to (hevir that he had no Averfion to adl 
forts of Pleafures ? If you confider his Commerce 
with the Ladies^ you'll fcarce believe that he fpent 
fo much Time with Leontlum and Tlemifia, to do 
nothing but talk of Philofophy with them* Bufc 
5f he loved the Enjoyment of them, as a volup* 
tuous Perfon, he managed himfelf prudently ; and^' 
as he was indulgent to the Morions of Nature^ fo 
he difliked that any Violence ihould be offer d to 
it j not always reckoning Charity for a Vertue^ 
but always accounting Luxury a Vice. He would 
have Sobriety regulate the Appetite, and that the 
prefent Feafts (hould never hurt thofe that were to 

lucceed : Sic frafentibus voluftatibut utarh, utfutsh' 
ris non noceas. He difengaged Pleafures from th6 
Uneafinefs that precede, and the Diflafte that fol« 
lows them. When he fell into Infirmities and 
Pains, he fixed the fummum bonum in Indolence : 
Wifely, in my Opinion, if we confider the Con- 
dition he was then in j for the Ceifation of Paiti 
is the Happineis of thofe that languifli under it.- 
As for the Tranquillity of Mind, which compofed 
the other part of his Happinefs 'tis norliing but aa 
Exemption from Trouble : But he who can no 
longer have agreeable Motions, is happy, if he can 
prcferve himfelf from the Vexations of Pain^ 

After all I have faid upon this Article, I cOn* 
elude, that Indolence and Repofe ought to mak^ 
the chiefeft Good of Epicurus^ when he was infirnt. 
iand languifhing : But for a Man who is in a Con- 
dirfen to tafte Pleafure^Fm of Opinion that Health 
^fiiows it felf by fpmething more lively than 9 bar* 
Indolence j as 21 good Difpofiuotv o\ ^^ ^>^ ^^ 
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quires fometbing more animated than a peaceable 
State. We live in the midfl of an infinite Num- 
ber of Goods and Evils^ and with Senfes capable 
of being afFeded with the one^ and tormented 
with the other : Without very much Philofophy, 
a little Reafon will make us relifh good things 
with all the SatisfaAion^ and inftruft us to bear (he 
bad with all the Patience we can. 



LETTER 



O F 



Mr. de la Fontaine 



T O T H E 



Dutchefs of BOUILLON * 



MAD A My 

WE begin here to murmur againfl the £»- 
glifliy for detaining you fo long among 
them. Tis my Propofal^ that they fhall furren- 
der you to France^ before the End of Autumn ; and 

chat 



* The Dutciefi gf Bouiiloa was Sijtcr to thi Duicl^s (/ 
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that we give them, by way of Exchange, Two 
or Three Ifles in the Ocean. If nothing but my 
own private Satisfadion were concerned in this 
Matter, I fiiould not grudge to give up the Ocean 
it felf to them : But after all, perhaps we have 
more Reafon to complain of your Sifter, than of 
England. Tis not in our Power to part with Ma- 
dam A^zmny whenever we pleafe. You are both 
of you encompafs'd with every thing that makes 
the reft of the World be eafily forgotten ; I mean 
with Enchantments and Graces of all kinds : 



Loves Goddefs look'd not half fo gay, y ^ 

On that important lucky day, > 

When Beauty s Priz,e Jbe bore away : J / . 

Tbo* Jhe appear d in all her Pride, 

Wtb Cupids dancing hy her Side. 

Now Jhould the fame Difpute arife, y 

The XJniverfal Language of aU Eyes, > 

To you woud foon adjudge the Priz,e. J ' 

The Paphian Shepherds boafi in vain, -y - 

Of Venus, and her gaudy Train, > 

But who coud not in Paphos Reign ? J 

ff^ere e'er you pleafe your Courfe to bend, 

Pleafure, Mirth, and Love attend. 

To fome Sarmatian garter go, -y 

Cover J with everlafiing Snow : > . . 

f(^here Balmy Zephires wver yet did blow:^ - 

The Face of Nature firaight will Smile, 

Unbidden Grafs wyl Cloath the wondring Soil: 

And where your Steps the naked Surface greet. 

Rafts fpring up to kifs your Feet. 

I am informed that your Highnefs is admired 
by all Englank for your Wit, your Behaviour, and 
a Thoufand other Qaalities thiic Charm them. 
This is fo much the more glorious for you, be- 



.s;. 



.i< 
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c^uTe the EngUfi are noc the readied People in thci 
'World CO admire Foreigners. 1 have only obfcr- 
yed thac chey know true Mcrit^ and are pleas d 
with it. 

Your Philofopher was exceedingly furpriz'd, 
when he was cold chac Drf cartes was noc che in- 
vencer of chis Syftem^ which we call The Machine 
^ Animali ; hue chac a Spaniard had difcovered it 
' before him *. Tho' he had not receiv'd che leaft 
Proof of chis Macccr of Faft^ y ec for all chat 1 fhould 
eafily believe ic; fori know of none hue a 5^iy/V/r^j 
chac i$ able to build fuch a Caftle in che Air as 
chis. So I di(cover every Day ibme Opimon or 
ochcr of Defeat f CM f'cacccr d up and down in che Wi i- 
cings of che Ancients ^ and parcicularly chis^ ths(C 
chere are no real Colours in che Univerfc } They 
are only fo many differcnc EffcAs of light upon 
a diiferenc Supcrlkies. Adieu now co che Lillies 
and Rofes of our Antyntas, There is no fuch ihf ng 
as a whice Skin, or blacH Uair : Our Pafficn has 
noching for ics Foundacion buc a Body wichout 
Cole urs : And after all (his, fliall I make Verfes 
Vpon che Principal Bcaucy of Women ? 

Thufc Gentlemen chac don'c (ufjficiencly know 
how far Your Uighncfs's Knowledge renches^ and 
the Dcfire you have co be capable of Underhand* 
ing every thing, wichouc anv ocher Trouble, chan 
only hearing it difcours'd of ac your Table ; will 
perhaps call my Judgmcnc ip queftion, for Lnrcr- 
caining you chus wich Maccers of Philofbphy : But 
I mu(t inform (hem chac every Subjed iuics with 

our Capacicy, as doth every Book^ provided it 

e a good one. 



I 
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No Writers are to you unknown^ 

Nor SubjeHs that they write upon, 

Tou bear each Syllable they fay ^ 

While with your Birds and Dogs you play. 

Than the fans d RoitiaQ^ you do more^ 

Who DiSattid at once to Four* 

This fame worthy Perfon^ as I take ir^ was 
Julius Cafar^ who, as wc read, made Four feveral 
Difpacches all ac once, upon Four different Sub- 
jects* You are nothing inferior to him in this 
Refped ; and I remember, that as I was Read- 
ing to you fome Veirfes one M#ming, I found 
you very attentive at the fame time, to what I 
read, and to Three Quarrels of your Dogs. 'Tis 
true, they were ready to ftrangle one another : 
Jupiter the Reconciler^ could not fo happily 
have accommodated this Affair. Let People )udgc 
by this, Madam, what ^ comprehenfive Genius 
you have, and how far your Penetration may 
reach, when it is only employed upon one Subjed. 
You pafs your Judgment upon a Thoufand forts 
of Works,' and your Judgment is never in the 
wrong. 

To you the Serious and the Gay^ 

To you the Tender and SuHime, 

Their Humble Adorations pay. 

The Sov reign Judge of Pro/e and Rbime. 

Fable and Hijl'ry to you fue ^ 

But v/hat can Fable do for you ? 

The Rev rend Bards of Ancient Rome^ 

With Joy to your Tribunal come : 

And all that France has fetn of late. 

From jcur dcclpve P^ote receives its Pate. 

Tou nothing want iincreafejour Store ^ 

And Phoebus cannot give you more. 

T 4 TV 



■ ' ■ ■ " ' • ■ ■ 

29^ ^RUjcellaneous Works of 

m 

Thus 'wong the numerous Crowds th^t fu^^ 
And frcfs to m^ke.tbeir Ccurt to you : 
Anacreon./b^// in Per/on come^ 
From ygur fair Lips to takej^is Doom. 
Waller, St. Evremond and /, 

Will joyn to keep you Company. 
■ • Wlo won d^ Pinvicxton tmn away^ 
Always Toutijfulj always: Gay ? 
Or who wondt^r. rtfuft iof^e 

i'.\' .Waller, St. EvreiTiond, and Mc ? 

r . . .... 

I Tbo:\hutffifilcfs'Soweriofiiowy 

.; 1imt.9nPbeirHe4ds bos fitowrd down Sno'iy. 

Wbat Bards J in great A polloV Oulre^ 
. ' ' Cap hoafi a more tplwnivg Fire ? 
What Mnft with tnjitr Tlnty flows 
r Tbcn oursy or fewer fVrirlkles jhtws ? 

Lerrjanfenifb, longtifcdtoTrcachy 
y.Hheir dull and jifilefs Maxnris Teach j 
. . TouUftill Anacrton'j Lyre cffecm, 
. ylndJTicb aijhive to write like him. 
To/i^ to orhojc pemtratifjg Wit 
All jiitthors cheerfully fubmit. 

Now IVe mention'd Anacrecn', I am almoft in 
mind ro invoke his Ghoft j but upon Second 
Thoughts, 1 think it tvill be better to raife him 
up for good and all. To effed this, I will find 
out fnmc Gymnoffiphifl^ 1 mean one of thofe Gen- 
tlemen whom Apollanius Tyanam went to fee. He 
learnt fo many fine Things of them, that he 
Raised a young Woman from the Dead. I fliali 
raifc an old Poet. You, and Madam Maz^arin^ 
fliall call us together. We will meet in England^ 
Mv. N\Jltr, Monfieur //d 5;. Evremond, the merry 
i)\\i Crak. and my Self. Do you tliink. Madam, 

CIS 
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Ms pofSble to find Four Poets better match'd to- 
gether, or truer Friends to Bacchus, and another 
Divinity that (hall be namelefs ? What a merrjr 
^ght will it be to fee us Four Bards^ who make 
up at load Three hundred Years between us. 

Our Hsads y^itb Rofit Cbaflets Crown d. 

Dance and trip it on the Ground^ 

In grateful Hymns and Praifes jojff, 

To cJibrate tb^ God ef Wine ? ..... 



J 1 



Afcer fiich a Meeting, and when I hayefent 
'Ana-rcGH back to the Elyfian Fields y I will demand 
of you my Audience Qt Leave. 'Tis convtnientj 
that betore this, I fee five or fix E»gfi(fc Gfcntle- 
men, and as many EngUJh Ladies. (If Report 
fpeaks true, the latter are richly worth the feeing.) 
1 will put our Ambaffadour * in mind of the new 
Street, Drs Petits-Cbamp, and of the Devotion I 
have always had for him. IwiU defire him, as 
alfo Monfieur de Bomefaux-^y to Honour me with a 
Difpatch. Thus, Madam, I have told you.almoft 
all the Budnefs that will take me up in 'England. 
I had alfo framed a Defign to Convert Madam 

Hervarty Madam de Goiivernet^ and my Lady Inland; 

becaufe they are Perfons I exceedingly Hbhour : 
But I am informed, that they are not yet in a 
Difpoficion to be wrought upon ^ and I^ M^dam^ 
like Perrin Dandin |, am juft good for Nothing, 
|ill both Parties are weary of Cbntefting longer. 
There's one Thing indeed, I Ihould defire above 

all 



* Monjieur de Barillon, who weu the French King's Jmhaf* 
fador in England. 

f He had beenfent to King James to negotiate fome A f aire 
with him. 



\, See R ABEL J IS, B':)ok iii, C\\a^ -^^w 
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all Things in the Worlds which is^ chat yoq 
would procure me the Honour co pay my Devoin 
to the King 11^ but I dare not Flatter my felf of 
chat Happinefs. He's fo dcfcrving a iCfonarch, 
that it's worth any Man s while to crofs the Sea 
on purpofe to fee him ; fo great a Paffion he ex- 
preiTes for Glory^ and fo many Royal Qualities is 
he Mafter of^ which recommend a Prince. There 
are but few that polTcfs the former of thefe Ta- 
knts^ cho' thofe who are placed in fo eminent a 
Poft^ ought never to be without it. 

7rue Grandeur^ and the Art to Relgn^ 

Are no wild Phantoms of the Brain. 

Jli Britain'/ ABive Monarch (hows, j 

ff^hofe Life no lax0y Moments knows, >- 

And feotns inglorious Refofe. 4 

Hie hufy Gtnius, like the Soul, 

Inffires and Animates the whole. 

IVoik happy Albion, hy hif Care, 

Does PVealth, and Peace, and Plenty (hare. 

Not Lovers rnn with hafiier Feet, 

Their charming Mifirejfes to meet. 

Than condefce^ding James does Jhrivt 

Safety to All, andEafe to give. 

Thus bis Renown h e does advance, 

Bui the fair Model took from France. 

He traces Lewis» whofe vajl Soul 

Has made him Famdfrom Pole to Pole : 

Whofe Con^uejls and Exploits Divine, 

Will in all future Annals fline. 

Let not my Mufe this Thame prophane. 

But to her Sheep return again. 

Thefe Sheep, Madam , under Favour, are your 
Highnefi and Madam MuMrin. And here I have 

a pro- 
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a proper opportunity tp make her Panegyrick 10 
order rojoyn it with yours ; but as thefe foits of 
Parallels are dangerous Things^ I am of Opinioiiji^ 
'cwill be much beccer to let ic alone. 

Like Sifters you Lave, and the Sovereign Sway 
Between jou divide, while your Sulyt3s obey : 
Sitt Til no Difpute about Preference raife^ 
Since nothing* j Jo nice to be farted as Traife. 
Were TnWy^ow living, whofe ehquent Veinl 
Did the Hearts of the People and Senators gaim^ ^ 

?ls KhttYnk won d fail infuch Matters as tbefil 
W(f tliroes, Two Wits, and Two Beauties to fU^f^ 

I am. 

With a profound Refped^ &i. 
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AN 

A N S W E R 

By Monfieur de St. Evremond, 
tothe LETTER of Mon^ 
fieur de la Fontaine, to the 
Dutchcfs of Bbxiillon. 

JF you had been as fetifibly touched with the 
Merits of Madam de Rouillony as we are charm'd 
^ them, you had certainly accompanied her in- 
to England^ whete you would have found feveral 
Lgdies that know you as well by your Works, as 
Madam de U SahUere knows you by your Gonver- 
fation. They have not had the pleafure of Sce« 
ing you, which they fo carneftly defired ,• but 
theft riiey have had the fati«faAion of Reading 
your Letter, that has Gallantry and Wit enough 
to make even Voiture himfelf jealous, were he flow 
tlive. Madam de Bouillon^ Madam Maz,ariny and 
the Ambaffador were refolved that 1 fliould make 
fome fort of an Anfwer to ic. The Attempt is 
difficult, however, I will do my beft to obey 
them. ' 

:• ' Kings in Religious Silence Til adore, 
How can the Mufe increaft their Store ? 
jind in tbofe living Images o/" Jove, 
What can fije elfe but Ltiughter move ? 

To 



To think that we a Monarch raife 
By fiale Hjferbolesy ' iAid borrow d Fraife ; 
'7Jj to deprejs the Sacred Tbeme^ 
*Tis not to Fraife^ hat to Blafpbeme. 
Their Laws til cheerfully obey^ ^ ' 

And to their Wills fubmijjion fay j > 
But more than thiSj what need I fay i j\ 
Their early Famtf without my Toil, 
Has pafs d the Ganges^ apd the Nile : 
jind wfited dull barbarous Climes, 
Unknown to Poetry and Rhimes : 
Deaf to the Trifles we' rehear fey 
They fcom the Tribute of our Verfe. 

Madam Ae Bouillon may be very well withodC 
tay Profe, after flie has read the handfome Pane- 
gyrick which you fcnt her. However, lean- 
not forbear to fay, that there are inimitable 
Graces in every thing fhe does, and in every 
thing fhe fays ^ that fhe is no lefs happy m 
her acquired, than natural Endowments ; and 
that her Knowledge, is equal to her other Charms, 
In her ordinary Converfation, fhe always dif^ 
putes with Wit; and often (to my Shame I own 
it) with Reafon ; but a Reafon fo lively, that 
indifferent Judges take it for Paflion, and even 
the nic6ft would be hardly able to diflinguifh it 
from Anger in any Perfon lefs amiable than her 
felf. I will pafs over in filence the Chapter ot 
Madam Maz^ariny like that of the Kings, and 
content my felf to adore her in fecret. Endeav- 
our, Sir, for all you are fo great a Poet, to form 
the brightefl Idea of Beauty to your felf, and in 
fpitc of the utmofl Efforts of your Wit, you will 
be afliamed of the dulnefs of your Imagination, 
when you behold a Perfon fo Admirable, 

Giv^ 
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Give try t Sons of Art give ^ir^ 
The radiant Subjea frofteute no moae^ 
The mofi exalted Things you teach. 
Cannot her lea ft PerfeBions'reaeb. 
Tall Metaphors in vain yon tbufs^ 
In vain the gaudieft figures ufe • 
Tou only flatter Titan'/ Aay, 
When you compare it to her hrigbter Day* 

Oh ! beauteous Heleil^ Sparta'i Pride / 
'^it not old Leche^ peaceful Side, 
Where your Majeftick Shade does Reign Z 
^Twoud hut, alas\ increafe your Fain^ 
If you the bright Hortenfia /^m', 
To all Mankind prefcribing Laii^^ 

Should Heaven four former Charms reftorcj 
jind fendjou to the World once more, 
Toud curje thi* Sun^ and bate the Ugbt, 
That brought Hortenfia to your Sight. 

In Ancient tJigbt^s dark Realms below^ 
Where the dull Streams forgot to flow, 
Tou may beguile the lazy Hours, 
With Fights, Adventures, and Amours : 
And how great Hedor fought, may tell, 
And how the dire Achilles fell. 
Thofe old Romantick 71. Its of Tro jr. 
May give Diverflow, tho* they give no^oj. 

But what flranieTempffts in your Soulmuft rife, 
To, fee Hortenfia bear the Prizjs'l 
7ofee her glittering on the Plain, 
Command the Heart of every Swnn I 
While y 014 pofflfsd by black Dejpair, 
To Rev rend Homer muft repair^ 
And feme Dutch Authors Workt turn oer. 
To find thofe Grata that art nwu no mjr<% 
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Ob Beauteous, Helen ! SpanaV fridc I 

^it Old Lethe'/ peaceful Side. 
Content mar feaciful Lethe dwett^ 
Content^ V^itb Empire, tbo in HelL 

Andjefanid Beauties of the Seine, 
JVba in Hortenfia / Abjencc Aeigny 
Join to prevent her tomini Home : 
JVbem'er jhe touches Gaiha i Shore, 
Tour Swains will vijit you no more. 
But to ber fairer Altar come. 

" IVbat means this rambling Stuff, you cry^ 

** Hellen and Lethe, Greece and Troy. 

*^ This fre^fuent (hifting of the Scene, 

*^ t)f Earth and Hell, What does H mean ? 

Oh Fontaine ! f/Hortenfia^ Traifeyoeslljwgl 

The boldejt Fable with you bring j 

Low common Iruths her Charms impair^ 

From vulgar Incer^e jbe will fly. 

For Godlike Heroes, and the Godlike Fair, 

FiSlion it felfcantfoat too high. 

The Solidity of my Lord Ambaffador^ has 
tnade him very indifferent to all Praifes : but 
whatever Rigour he fliews to his own Merit j 
however fevere he is to htmfelf, he cannot but be 
fccretly pleafed with what you have writ in his 
Favour. I could wifli my Letter would befo 
happy^ as to have the fame Soccefs with yon. 

All the true Wifdom you poffefs. 
That helfs to make Lifes Burden lefs^ 
yoin'd with the {olid Force of Age, 
The Fire of Tout h, but not its Rage, 

Having mention d your Wit, I am obliged t0 
Ciy fomeching of your Morals* 
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tVitb cheerful Steps t6 follow Fate, 

Anifcom the Tinfel Splendour of tie Great Z 

That painted Meteor to defpife, , 

Which only Sots call fVit^ and Coxcombs priz,e j 

In Verfe and A^ufick^ Wine and Plaj^ 

To pafs an inojfenpve Life awaj, . . 

Makes you Death's hitter Draught defy\ 

By living thus^ you learn with eafe to die* 

Mr. Waller, whofe Lofs we fo much Rcgrcf, 
preferv'd the Flame and Vigour of his Wit, to the 
fighcy Second Year of his Age *. 

While gloomy Damps my Soul opprefi^ 
With/carce a glimpfe of Comfort hlefi. 
Thus to myfelf, IJlghing cryd : •> 

With Waller every Mufehaddyd, L 
Had not Fontaine his roomfuppl/J. J 

Oh Second Orpheus ! whofe prevailing Art 
Can foften Pluto'/ Iron Hearts 
Now all the Charms of Harmony employ y 
Ntrw allymr Lyrick Forces try^ 
And from thofe drery Manfions Waller caU^ 
Whither refijllefs Fate will fend us all. 

But we are allowed to ask thefe Sorts of Confb- 
lations no where but in Poetry : We know to 
our Grief, that no Merit whatever can exempt 
Men from the fatal Neceffity of Dying ,• and 
that no Charm, no Prayer, no Sorrow, has effi- 
cacy enough to reftore them to the World, when 
once they are gone out of it 



Coud Virtue its TofJeJJors favCy 

Or iVit exempt us from the (Srave, 



Waller 



Mr. Wilier i\ti the ^ift of O^rJiw \(iV> 



Waller vfou'd fiiB mjyr tbt Light, 
JIM kkfs Brinannift mtb bit Sigbt : - 
Waller, m whom Petroniu* UvdMoin^ 
The ttieefi JitJ^ <f Vkafttn aiti tfiHtan 

Ipafsnow from-my Regrets for Mr.JfiXrr'i 
Mufe^ CO my good Wilhes for youri 

tjmg may your Afufi, enjoying ^^W^4^p 
The wonJ^rin^ fVorid hfiru^ and PUafs : 
Aiay Jhefte many r»wlmg tiars^ 
Frejh m the Laurel Wrtatb /be Wiars. 

Sue 'tis noe reafohable that I (koutd make fo 
many Vows for others, without putting up a (hort 
Petition for my ieif. 

Since Beabtys J^ueen does not iifdain^ 
The Service ofmyjkndtr t^em^ 
Let my fubmijjian to her WiU, 
The place of other Merits nU. 
Let her bright Eyes that oavefo long 
Trefirv*d my Life^ infpire my Song* 
if fiieU vouchfafe on me to (iihte. 
Good Night Apollo and the Mine* 
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Monfieur de la FontaineV 

AN s w E R 

T O 

Monfieur de St. Evremond. 

THO' all the Mufes Jhoud comhiney 
And Evremond tbofi Sifters join } 
They coud not ivltb tbelr fofteft Strains 
Or eafe mj Griefs or charm mj Pains. 
A Rhcumacifm, tbt DcvlFs Ini/entlon, 
Nurft up In Hell with dire intention^ 
Does jade my Body, cramp ntj Siul, 
And all Its Faculties cmftroul. 
No Intirvals of Pain I know^ 
No flattering Thoughts deceive my JVoei 
SUip I invoke with mournful Cries 9 
But Sleep my v; ear led Eye- lids flies. 

« 

Two Nymphs, of different Charms pqffeft. 
With gay Ideas fill your Breafl. 
llontr\{\z chiefly does infufe, 
Niw Life and Vigour In your Mufc. 
Hjid Nature nothing for you done, 
Hortenfia woud fuffice alone. 
While ym the pleaftng Game pttrfue. 
To Verfes I mufl bid Adieu, 
Tin the kind Spring, with Cov/fllps crown d, 
Untbaws my Fancy and the Groupd. 

This 
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This ic is^ Sir, chat has hindFcd. me from re* 
turning you my Thanks^ (b.foon as. I ought cd 
have done^ for the Honour vou did 'me m Wri-i 
ting to me. The Iqfs I defervd fo obliging a Let* 
ter, the more fenfible I ought to be of the Fa- 
vour. You commend me for my Poetry and my 
Morals^ and that with fp good a Grace^^ that my 
Morals have fuffer'd by it^ I ihould: haye (aid my 
Modefty. 

Uot India wUb Its rich Perfttmesj 
Its Sftcj Storesy and koafieJ Gurnms^ 
That Priefis in Saer§d Temples ufe. 
Equals the Incenfe of your Mufe. • 
Who^ wUbout Tride and Pleafitre too^ 
Can bear tbe Praife tbat cQmes from joss ^ 
To whom tbe ready World fubmitj 
Standard of Jutborsy Judge of Wit I . 
If any Tafle my Genisss Jbews, 
To your nice Rule tbat Tafle it oives. 
I mean in fart j for Voiture'/ eafe^ 
Did next injhuct me how tofleafe : 
Marot too, jujUy claims a jhare ; 
Ton Three my Honoured Mtficrs are^ 

I forgot my Mafler Francois, whofe Difciplo 
I ftill profefs my felf, as likewife Matter Vincent*% 
and Matter Clements \ I think here are Matters 
enough in all Confcicnce for a Scholar of my 
Age. As I have no extraordinary Talent at 
Raillery, wherein you excell^ 111 come and learn 
Leffons of you on the Banks of Hifpocrene, (pro- 
vided. Sir, we have plenty of Bottles there a 
cooling). We will be furroundcd with Nymphs^' 
and the young Sons of Pamafus, who Aall fet 

U 2 dowa 
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down in their Table-Books the lead things yo 
Uy. I fee them from hence, learning in yoi 
School to judge of every Thing with Nicenf 
and Penetration. 

Tie Aim afnici^ Tafi, and jii/leP Wit, 
To jour Tribunal rtaMly fuymlt I 
But THjoUT Mtriii filmtly admirtf 
Asyau Hoicenfiav bafpj ^barmi and Fire, 

At the very Ciine place, where you tell c 
that you will pay a fecrec Adoration to thej 
Three Powen, Madam Muxarin, and the Twi 
Kings J you make ms het Portra^ure, by tellin 
me tis impofCMe to do it, and by giving tnclcav 
CO reprefent to my Imagination, all the Beautie 
and Graces I can think of. If I were fo rafh a 
to attempt it, you defie, in hck Name, both Trud 
and Fable, and all the moft agreeable Ideas wi 
can form in our Minds. 1 fhould make my Cour 
but ill to you, fhoulJ 1 fuffcr my fclf to be beacca 
back and awed by fuch Difficulties. We oughc 
Co reprefeni your Heroine to you as well ai wo 
are able. This Entcrprize is fomewhat too large 
for one of my narrow Genius to undertake, ant 
wou'd be much htcer for you than my fclf, whom 
the World has hitherto believed to be able tc 
draw nothing but Animals*. However, in ordti 
to pleafe you, and to make this Poriraidure comi 
up to theLik, as near as I can, 1 have run ovc] 
che Country of the Mufts^ but cou'd find nothing 
in eifed, but old Exprefltoni among ihcm, whicS 
you fay the World delpifei. From thence ] 
Travelld to the Land of the Crecuy where I fell 
into the fame Liconvenicnce. Jeftt and Smiles 

■re 
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: 2 Ton of Gallantry more Thiead-bare than the 

ler, and you ace much better acquainted u^th 

n than I. Thus, the bed I can do, U only to 

^, that in your Heroine nothing is wanting of 

i^t which pleofes, and of that wmch pleaf^s too 

much. 

^To iright Hortenfia, Fatt'i Iniulgtnt Cart, 
Hms gi-va» afrtt, but winning Air ■■ 
The foTct of Wity and kloeming Beaul/t PriJff 
IVitb Thoufand namtUfi Charms htfidt : 
H'bere t'er the hftfii Sun mligbtens Dajff 
Jlcrienfia'/ Ejftt have Sevtreigm fvay. 

Oh Evreraond ! Chiif Leader cftht Tratu, 
That fair HortenGa'i Crm/n maintain, 

»ln Ufiitsg Nimhertf and barmomctu Lap 
•Btgin to celthralt her Praiji. 
Why fhould I Phoebus, vr the Mufcs name ? 
TtulldomoTt Ju^ice to her Fame. 

What will you fay now to a DeHftn, that is 
jufl come into my Head } Since you WfA that 
the Glory of Madara Mazarin M\'d all the Uni- _ 
verfe, and I for my part defire that the Fame of] 
Madam de BouitUn might yet go farther, let net-T 
therof us Sleep till we hare pucfo fine an En- I 
terprife in execution. Let as make our felva J 
Ktiigbti ef the round Table \ and it happens wellc 
nough that this fort of Chivalry began firfl in 
England. We will have two Magnificent Tents 
eretied at our own Charges, and above thefetwo 
Tenti, the Ponraiftures of the cwo pivinitics 
whom we Adore, 



jft tbtfoet effomc Bridge, or thtjide of a lfi>«d, 
-'^Htrtiliifaalt Publijlt tbit Cbokng^ almd : 
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Great Mariana 2lnd Hortensia fee," 
She without Equal^ without Second She^ 
Born high above their Sex^ unrival'd Stand, 
^V And an the Hearts of all the World demand. 

Ify0ur Opinion finds Beliefs 

Hortenfia wiU be reckoned Chief : 

But ^ariana'// Um the Scak, 

Iffnyfmall Inter eft canprevMtL 

This is agrjeid on either Hand, 

One of the Two, muft every Heart Command. 

But what, if to prevent aU Jars, 
"And ill Efptbs of Civil Wars, 

We chofea Mediator firaigbt, 

To reconcile this Grand Debate. 

He that bet^ten Two Kings did Matters cUar ^ 

Willfure be thought a proper Umpire here. 

We will ftay till the return of the Springy and 
that of my Itealth; otherwife I fliall be forced to 
feek out flrange Adventures in a Litter. People 
will call me the Knight of the Rheumatifm ; a Name, 
which^ as I take it^ doth not fo well fuit with a 
Knight Errant. Heretofore^ when all Seafons of 
the Year were alike to me, I wou'd have £m- 
barqu'd without any more ada But now riie Cafe 
is altered : ' 



Cupid^ who 0t the Story goes, 
Once prick' d his Fingers with a Rofi, 
In a fad Tone, and doleful Strain, 
Did of the puny Smart complain. 
How woud hit little Godjhip Swear,. 
Did he my mur^Tring TanmtmtM if«r i 
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Evn Lovty with all its hoajted Pain, 
Is nothing to what IJuJlain. 

We have fufier'd a ipighcy Lofs iti the Death 
of Mr. Vyalltr : He (hould have made one of our 
Company3had he been living. Perhaps I oughc not 
to have introduced him into a Letter, fo little fe- 
rious as this is ; however^ I think my felf obliged 
to give you an Account of what has happened to 
him on the other fide of the Lake of Oblivion. 
You will look upon this as a Dream, ^nd perhaps 
'tis no better : However, the Whim is got into my 
Head, and fuch as it is, I leave it with you« 

Betfreon the VFits, fU Lovers , and the Wift, 

A TVarm Difptat did in Elyfium rifi. / 

Each fide to Waller did fretendy 

Each fide woudWM^V have their Friend, 



<€ 



You well-bred Shades, great Pluto faiJ, 
I have your feveral Reafons weigh'd : 
Four Talents did in W a l l e r (bine, 
Wifdom and Eloquence Divine, 
*^ And charming Verfc, and Love's foft Flame : 
*^ Which of you then does Waller claim i 

Ob Sovereign PlutO, Mimpr of Fate, 
This Cafe admits of no Debate. 
Ifthefe Fottr Gifts did Wali&r Grace, 

Love ought to challenge the fir fi Place. 

For Love, when once it has infpird the Breafi, 

Is the great Art that teaches all the refl. • 

To return now to what yolT tell me of my 
Morals, I am very glad that you have fo good an 
Opinion of 'em. 1 am no Icfs an Enemy than 
you to that falfe Wit, upon which our Libertines 
value themfclves. Whoever ifFeds it, I fhall 

V3 \ Tsci^tv^ 
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make no fcraple to yield him the bcttgr in ^\dv 
cule: 



Sinf€ mj ^ajs ffentfo near tbi Nigbt, 
Why OiQuU liun my Brains h wrhi ? ' 
■Tis kettirfar with hffit Look 
To view, tii IV^lfi amazing Biok : 
And Nature's AiyJUck Sfristgs to kssaw, 
4nd the vaf Mndtbat alt emtrmls kkm. 

When tbu $0 dme^ vfbatBsmi imj 
To take oar fill of harmkfs Joy I 
Joj we majf tai a Tbotsfassdmays, 
AndJUllpsdfimetbing new to fkafi* 
Whether by fame cool Rivers fide^ 
Jf^tfee the wanton ffaters glide^ 
Tie Fifhes ffort, and Smhbeams gap 
On the finootb is j aid Snrfaee flay^ 
Orfeeifome lonely Sylvan Shade, 
Or glimmering Bower, or ruffet Glade, 
Where tbedark Herron of the Jfood * 
Solemn Thoughts Infpire, atsd Good. 
Sometimes at Table whin we dine^ ' 
We may dijjolve our Cares in Wim, 
jlnioet thegemrom NeSarffort^' 
And Laugh at City and ai Court. 
Andfomsetsmes too, a new Amour, 
Mayfervo tofafs an idle Houri 
L$ng with tie Fair we mufi tsot fiay. 
But from the' Charmers fart away. 
Love does unfeen tSe Flame impart. 
And finds an ^fitpaffage to the Htart. 

1 

But Is' t not f worthy Friend, high time. 
To chafe the Cola's from my Rhiu^, 
When she grave City it preparing. 
To give our Damfets Indian airing '^. 



Oh 



* M tbi Time whew Monfieur dt la Ftntaint writ thii Lot- 
tery they took upf at Paris, at mstiy Womom of Phafurf at 
(hty cpuld find out^ in otisf fo fendshem to tie French Co- 
lonies in she Well-Indiet, ' 
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Ob tUt mj perfecmht^ Pamy 
mmdrntbtbefi UJlts crofs tbiMdm. 

Crml Difesfe ! OUSsitaim's Sm^ 
^mt tbis Abode, ^f^gff tbigme. 
Same lazy frelatiis Umbs knfsde, 
Qr Lawyer bstining em bh Traded 
Or wib tiy dhre ^Anemdams v^akp 
Omfeme dill Aiimjler ef State. 
Bmwbjy ^bfVifie^s never Tiwmgl 
Sbotd^P tboM intrude teffMmjtMmiwg I 
Tbe Devilaf^erfi earn from me eteef^ 
Bat Jhcws w^ Cemfaay ( bof. 

If tbis be th Rbmiem aim. 
To cUllmf Mufey amddimfber flamf^ 
Pritbeetafeofemew Hefirefdr, 
And all tbis neeMep Treable [fare. 
Jnfew Apmbs men, osritbem th Aid, 
Old Age willffeil mefer tbat Trade. 

Madam de la Sabliere thinks her felf extrcamjjr 
HiMicmred, that you ha?e been pleas'd to remeoi* 
ber her^ and deiires me to thank you for it. I hope 
chat thi^ will fupply the {riaceot a Recommenda^ 
tion with vou^ and more readily obtain me ^ 
Honour ot your Friendfiiip% I rcqueft and beg 
you^ Sir^ to beliere that no lilan in the World if 
piore lincerely Yours^ than I^ who am^ 



r(mr, kc 



PariSf December 
i8. 1687, 
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A JUDGMENT on th 
Three Accounts of SI A M. 



I 



To Mr. Le FEFRE.^U.D. 



Have carefully read the Three Aecountt of 
S lA My which you fent me j aiid my 
Opinion of the Authors is as follows. The Che- 
valier de Cbaumcnt gives us but a lame Accoom 
of, the Nations he law : For being fo taken up 
with his own Charader^ he could neither fadl- 
fie his own Curiofity in Travelling, nor anfwer 
our Expedations ac his Return. But whoever 
afpires at the Honour of an EmbaiTy, cannot 
have a better Mafter than hiim, for learning the 
State and Nicety that are to be obferv'd in the 
minuted Circumftances. 

Father Tachard has the Accomplifliments of a 
Miffionary for all forts of Religions ; is as capa- 
ble of planting the Faith of the Eaftern People 
in Europe^ as that of the Europeans in the Eaft ; 
as fit to make Talapoins at Paris, as Jefuits at 

Siam, 

The Abbe de Cboifi tires me much with his 
Journal of Winds and Courfes ; But the Letters 
wherein he fpeak£ of himfclf^ divert me. I am 
overjoy'd to find him take Orders^ that fo he 
might be employed in faying of Mafs ; he being 
other wife unferviceable on Shipboard. He writes 
naturally j and to do him. Juftice, no Traveller 
is lefs fond of the Faux liimvtilleux. or of preten- 

•*:*7 <r 4ed 
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ded Wonders^ than he. He is not difpleas'd to 
fhew himfelf upon a great Elephant^ or to ap- 
pear before the King with the Embaflador and 
the Bi(hop, nor to confer with Mr. Confiance in 
private; fiut yet for all that^ he does not Chink 
the Symphony of that Country the fefs detefia* 
ble i nor is he a whit better pleas'd with the 
Cbinefe Comedy, or the Siamefe Opera ; nor does 
he like their Painting better than their Mufick» 
As to their Refrefhments and Entertainments^ 
they confift of Hens, Ducks Jlogs and Rice with* 
out End ; a very affliding thing to Monfieur the 
Abba's Gout, notwithftanding the Mortification 
to which his new State of Life ties him down. 

Tcnquin and Cocbincbhe are bat rery inconfide- 
rable. Thofe Kingdoms ftand in need to be 
embellifiiM by Imaginations that ar» in love with 
Foreign Wonders. I pafs'd iFirom thofe Accounts 
to ConfuciMS Book, who Is the nurft tirelbae 
Morahfl; I ever read. His Sentences are below 
nbracs QUATRAINS, where he is intelligible j 
and above the APOCALYPSE^ where he ii ob- 
fcure. 
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A LETT]?] 

To Mr. JUSTELL. 



f A Ltho* you have made a Rcfoliition n.eTer 
J\ buy any Books, yet I advircyou to pi^^ 
tf Orohie, a famous jew, and M 



_ _ buy any Books, yet I advircyou to pu 
chafe that of Orohie, a famous jew, and M 
Limhuriby a learned Chndian *. Nothing er 
appear^ on that Sub)e^ (tronger, more ingeo 
oui, or more profound. Mr, Gaummi would nil 
faid of Limburgb 

Si Pi 
DtfiaM po^mt^ ttiam bae 

And I will fay of Orobio, 

Si Trrtdma 

Evtrti pofcatf ttiam bsc jcvtr»_ 



*trimia Jtxtri 

{ dtftnfa fuiJ/itU : 



You will quickly fee the Rel 
gsiBttmt. which it impatiently 
Tcn of Foreign Wondert. 



amici ColUiio 
ONI VERS! 
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who did not find their Account in the plain and 
rational Truths of Father CoupUt, will have a- 
niends made ihem in the Exaggerations of ibis 
Tortugutxe, who is fonder of ftrangc things, than 
rigoroufly ty'd down to real Truth. They will 
And in this curious Book the Twtht ExetSenms • 
of Cbindf in imitation of the Twtht Excilltnriti_ 
of Portugal, which the Author thought fit to prb*1 
fent the Cbirufe with *. 

What fort of Country is that Cb'mSf accordiioel 
CO the Account 1 hare had from the fmcere 2idjl 
judicioos Father dm^let I ? No Corn at Ptiiw, no J 
Wine in the whole Empire; no Oil of OltTo 
no Oyfters, no Butter! There you fee Paintii^_^ 
without Shade, Mufick without Parts, woodd^^ 
Palaces without Archiiedure, many ScienctilJ 
loft, as they pretend ^ Ignorance of ainioft croi^ 
ry thing, as we perceive j an Alphabet of Sixqr 
thoufand Letters, and a Language confiHing of 
nothing but Moncfyllables. There would have 
been no Geometry, no Aftionomy there, if Zeal 
for Convcifions had not prompted the Jefuits to 
go thither ; who owe the Toleration of our 
* Religion, ne:it to the Grace of God, to the Ca^ 
I* kndar and Almanacks. You fee there are a gres 
Ifnany things wanting to that renowned Coui 
T trey J But as a Recompence for this, their Mo- 
Is are good, ilieir Policy excellent, the People 
numerable, the Subjei^ obedient, and the 
^of Emperors moderate. 




iUani, » Portuguoe Itfuii, aitiiuUJ bit 

Th«TweIvt ExceDencjM oF C£'aa> and 

ten, tatb of which tttatti of 9tig 

i Ar lad laktn notice ef lift ; i* 

:i[te«af huawii CQunttf, whitf> 
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A LETTER 

To Monfieur de la Baftide. 



Necquicquam deus ahfcidit 

Ihrudcns Oceano dijfociabili 
Terr as y f tamm impU 
Non tangenda rates tranfiliunt vada \ 

IT is not poflible^ Sir^ to ilate the Queflion 
better than y ou have done ; but I am of O- 
pinion that you decide it rather wich an Eye to 
the Genius of HaraUy than according to the true 
Motions which may be form'd of the Matter in 
hand. Do vou believe that if Milberte had 
wifli'd any or his Friends a happy PafTage from 
Caen to London, hz would have had any other Ob- 
JeA in view than the Sea which divides Franctfrom 
England^ He might have enlarg'd Poetically up- 
on StormSj Shallows^ and Sand*Uanks ; and e- 
Ipecially upon Shelves and Rocks ; but dill with 
a View to the PafTage which his Friend had to 
make. 

The Modern Genius which a Nature lefs ex- 
alted^ hath left in a Dependance upon Order and 

Reafon; 
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Heafon ; this Genius, I fay, would never have 
had the Boldnefs taiaife itfelf at oneDafh, to 
the Creation of the World^ and the Separation of 
the Land from the Water. And indeed, there is 
no neceffity of going to the Indies to drown one's 
felf ; and Sixty Leagues of ^ea would haye^beea 
fufiJtcien; to awaken Malberhe againft the Imrenf 
tor of Nayigatiop. . 

1 talk to you, lilte a Man who has only low 
and common Views : But as for you. Sir, who 
are perfe&ly well acquainted with Horace f i you 
may believe that hi$ Enthufiiafms gave him a righc 
to quit the half of its Soul fo fijddenly *, and to 
pafs from the Tendernefs of his Love to the Mi* 
racle of a Second GENESIS. But to fpeak 
ferioufly,if any Thing makes me allow of your O* 
pinioQ, it is that he who afcends to thcWdr ofjhe 
Giants has but a ftep farther to go^ before he arri- 
ves ^t the Creation of the World. 

Ail Things confidered, I am mUlaken if. both 
Opinions may not be defended : That of Monfietc 
JSarillon, which is the more Natural of the Twp^ 
fIo\ys from good Senfe^ which judges of Things 
as they are in themfelves; and yoiirs perhaj^a* 
grees well enough to Horace's Tafle^ who is. 9pt 
enough to go from, his Subjeft. The Beauty of 
liis Genius eiye^ . him a Privilege of advancing 
happy BoldneiTes, ' and nobk Extravagancies, 
whicn our Imagination, (Iraitened by a Scrupla 
of Juflnefs^ wiUho't allow. But whatever Mean^ 
ing we are ple^s^'d to put.iipon Horace*$ Words, his 
O DE is equally Beautiful ai^d Extraordinary ; X 
am of Opinion, that no Poet ever had fo tender 
a Heart, and fo free ai Mind at the fame Time. 

TH£ 

• 

-^-^— ■ ■■ ■ ■ ■ — ■ _ ^— ^^— ^ — ■— — 

t Monfieuf de la Baiiide bad tranjlsted into French /oM 
Odcso/ Horace, and amon^the njt^ that wbitb it bin men* 
tiomd. 

* So Horace rj/fi VirgiJ^ 
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THE 

CtiAUACTERofth 

Marefchal de Turenne, 

T Should difparage ihc Birth oF Marefchal JtT* 
I r«>*K, if 1 pretended to Ihform the Publick a 
aFamily folUuArious andfo Remarkable all ovi 
Europe, as his wai, 1 Htall not nmufe my fclf wit 
drawing all the Lineaments of his Face j it 
Charaaers of Great Men have nothing in cool 
mon with the Portraitures of fair Ladies : Bdc J 
may fay in eeneriil, that there was in him foin^ 
thing augun and agreeable i fomething in h 
0>untenance which dircovcred I dont knot 
what Greatneft in his Soul and in his Geniu 
One might have perceived, by looking on hin 
that Nature had, by a particular Dlfpofitioi 
fram'd him for doing every thing that he did. 

Being the Offfpring of a Father In To mud 
Authority among the Protedants, as the Duke / 
BouilUn was, he had from him liii Sentimem 
about Religion, without an indifcrect Zeal fof 
his own, and without an Averfion againft thai o; 
others; being guarded againlt a fecret DeluBon 
which makes us believe wc have Charity for oiii 
Neighbour, where 'tis nothing but an Excefs o< 
Complaifance for our own Opinion. As there ti 
nothing Mean in the Polls of the Army, he weni 
thro' the very lowed, and the middle ones, anj 
was always thought worthy of greater ones than 
*« had : And though he was ever dtftinguiOier 
byhisBinh, yet the Dinin^oo of his Service 
aloftc. 
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i^one^ raifed him by Degrees to the Coiamand of 
Armies ; and without exaggerating the Matter^' 
We may fay^ That no Man ever owed to much 
to his own Merits and fo little to Fortune in ac« 
riving at the Employments to whieh he wis raifed^' 
I ftall not tike up much Time in giving an A&< 
count oFhis Adions, but confine my felf tofbme 
Particulars but little known^ which will cohtri-' 
buce towards forming his CharaAer. All die 
while he ferv'd with the Prince of CanJe in Ar-' 
fiumyy his Highnefs gave him the cluef Glory o£ 
all thzt was done in that Country ; And he carried 
the Efleem he h:|d for him fo far^ that in difcoor-r 
iing with a certain Perfon of all the Generals of 
his Time^ Ifl was to h cbaagd^ faid he^ IwohU ht 
dm^td into Momfieur de Turenne ; and bri tie m^, 
A£m who could make me Vfijh fir a Change. Toit 
cannot imagine with what Care the Prince appli^ 
ed hin^elf to obferve him, with a defign to reap 
Benefit not only from his Aftions^ but likewife 
from his Difcoiirles. 

I remember he asl^d him one Day^ What ComS 
duff he would ohferve in the War of Fl ai^.dersJ 
The bed ^%y y mfwerei Mm(ieur w Turenke^' 
is to make few Sieges^ and give many Battels* 
When you have once made your Army fupeiioc 
to that of the Enemy^ by the Number and 
Goodne(s of your Troops^ (which you have veiT 
near done already by the Battle of Rocroi{^ 
when you are become Mafter of the open Conii- 
try .Villages will be of as much Service as the fisD- 
tified Towns : But it is thought mudi mold 
Honourable to take a Fortrefs^ than to con( 
a Province with eafe. If the King of Sf^m 
laid out fo much \fi forming Armies a$ it 
him in Men and Nioney to make Sieges^ and 
fortify Places ; he would by this Time be the 
"^ moft potent XJng upon Earths'' 
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MonHeur de Turtnnes firft Maxim in War^ was 

thac which is atciibaced to Cafar, That we ought t% 

reckon we have done Nothhgy • fo long as any Thing re» 

fnains to he done. Scarce h^a PhilipsbtirgbOdtipulMed^ 

ibuc-he march'd away with his Troops to fall upon 

the fmall Body, commanded by Savelli and Co/^ 

reJo : lie fell upon them, Defeated them ; March'd 

to Spire, Worms J and Mintz^^ which yielded to him j 

and all this was done in lix or feven Days. He 

look'J more to the Confcquences of Anions, than 

to rhc Actions chemfelves : He valued a General 

more who picfcrved a Country after loling a Bat« 

xi\y than one who had gain'da Battle, and did not 

Underiland how to make an Advantage of it. 

. Let us now come to our Civil Wars j 'twai 
tlurc tluit M^nficur da Tunnne was bell known, 
by being mod exposed to the Obfervation of the 
CKiiriicrs, 'Tis well known, he fav'd the Court 
»t G^rrrcdtt, and that he prevented its falling into 
the Prince's Hands at Gicn. He preferv'd the 
Stare, when every Body thought it was loft j he 
angincnred ihc Glory and Grandeur of it^ at a 
Time when People durft fcarce hope for its Pre- 
fcrva:lon. 

But ore of the moft confiderablc Services Mon« 
f\Quv df Tn^mne dii]^ was doubtlefs that which he 
did at (J it ft. The Court thought tl>ey were in the 
utmud Safety in that Place, when the Piince had 
vcntut'd to pafs through the greateft part of the 
Kingdom wich Six Perfons only, iaorderto come 
and join the Dukesof Bea^^y^gpi Nemours ^ when 
tbe Prince had no fu' 
fiiarch'd up to the Ma 
falling ioto the Mid< 
ed them all away, one 
not imagine the Conft 
nr this unfortunate ^ 
abide in that T' i 
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being able to think of a Place where they could 
be in any Safety. All their Hopes were plac'd in 
Monfieur de Turtnne^ who was reduced to a very 
great . Perplexity. Never ^ faid he afterwards, dU 
fo many frightful FroffeHs frefint themfehes to any 
Mans Imagination, as did thin apfjSiar to mine. I bad 
not been long in good Terms with the Court y and recei'^ 
'vei the Command of the Army^ which vfos to fecwre h 
from Danger. Let one have ever fo little Rfieem or 
Merity one is fure to meet with Enemies and enviom 
"People I I was not without fome of that Sorty who gave, 
out every where. That I had ftill a fecret Correfpondencc 
with the Prince. *Tis true, the Cardinal did not be^^ 
lieve this } but perhaps he might have entertain d the, 
SufpUion tbmt others did, on the very firji Misfertime 

' that (hould iave happen d to me. Befides, I knew 
Monfieur d* Hocc^uincourt would not fail to fay, that 
1 had expos d him, and not fuccourd him. All tbefe 
Thoughts were very afflicting j hut the g^eate/l Evil of 
all was. That the Prince came up with me when he was 
mofl po}i/erful and viQoriom. 

In this wretched Condition which Monfieur de 
Turenne defcribes himfelf, he aflTembled his Troops 
as well as he could and marched, more by Conje- 
durg, than Certainty, towards that Part where 
he thought the Prince might come. The Night 
was extreamly Dark, and he had no other Guides 
but Deferters, who were more likely to frighten 
his Troops, than to conduft them. In the Morn-* 
ing he luckily found himfelf at the Head of a De-« 
file, which the Prince muft neceflarily pafs, be- 
fore he could go to Oien* Monfieur de Navailles 
proposed to throw the Infantry into a W^d which 

^ '^rder'd on the Defile. Monfieur de Turenne re- 
ed the Propofition, as well knowing that the 
were fuperior in Strength, would 
•^ut of it, and that in the Difordec 
uld be reduced) he (hould be 
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obliged to retire to Gien only with the Cavalry. 
The Courfe which he took, was to place all hii 
Troops in a Line, and remove them fire or fii 
Hundred Paces from the Defile. The Prince bfr 
lieving that he retired in good-earneft, caufed Foui> 
teen Squadrons to pafs the Defile, who were to bo 
follow'd by the whole Army. Then Monfieur de Tin 
rintii turning upon them with all his Troopsjchai^d 
and broke ihofe Squadrons, and made them repafs 
the Defile with incredible Difordcr. The Prince 
feeing him in this Pofture^ believed the Paflage of 
the Defile to be impra^icable, as it really was j 
and the reft of the Day was fpent only in Canno- 
nading one another, Monfieur deTurame teceiviag 
ah additional Strength from the Remains of Mon> 
iieur / Hoc^uincimrt'i Army, and fome other neOi 
Troops, retired in the Evening to Gien, where he 
received the lincere Applaufes which are given by 
a Court, thM is not yet perfeftly heartened 
after the Danger it has been in. 

A pantcular Detail of his Services, would make 
the Charat^er become languid ; and therefore one 
Inflance fhall fbrve for all. He found the Court 
fo much abandon 'd, that no City would receive 
it : The Parliaments had declared againft it; and 
the People, prepofTefs'd with a falfe Opinion of 
the Publlck Good, blindly followed theii Decla- 
rations. The Duke of Orleans was at the Head 
of the Parliaments ; the Prince at that of tho 
Troops: FatnfMagnt was advanced as far as Cbaunf 
wiih twenty Thotifand Menj ana the Duke </e 
Lefrttint was not far diftant from him. Such was 
the Condition of this unhappy Court, when Mon- 
fieur dt Tnrtnne^ after fome Sieges and Battles, (an 
Account of wliicl^ybave to the HiDoriansj 
- brought it back^^^lll^^^ll^j^rii^ wheio 
the King was n( 
tion in ffie Caj 
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acknowledged all over the Kingdom. The Safe* 
cy of the King being fufficiencly conHrmed with^ 
in j Monfieur de Jwreme made his Power to b^ 
felt without^ and r^duc'd Sfam to fue for a Pe^ce^ 
which was her Prefervation ; fhe not being able 
to continue a War^ which mufi have prov*d her 
Ruin. 

From the Exploits of Monfieur Twrenne^ let us 
return to a more particular ObferVacion of his 
Conduft^ his Accompliibmemsj and his Qenius. 
When he had good Succefs^ he pu(h*d the Advan- 
tages as far as thev could well be carried ; whei) 
he had bad Succeis, hd found out all the Reme« 
dies that could be found out by any one. He al- 
)A^ays preferred Solidity to a Blaze ; was always lels 
affeded with the Glory that accrued to his great 
Adions^ than with the Advantage which the 
State reaped from them. The good Succefs of 
Affairs was what he had moft at Heart : He was 
known to bear with the ill Offices of thofe that 
envied him^ the Wrongs of his Enemies^ the Dif- 
contents of thofe whom he ferved^ in order vS 
perform real Service^ Being modeft in the mofi 
glorious Exploits he ever did^ he made the Mi- 
niflers leign fo imperious over him^ througit 
the Advantage they drew from what he had done t 
Severe to himfclf, he reckoned all his Misfortunes 
as Errors; indulgent to fuch as made a Slip^ he 
made their Miflakes to pafs for Misfortunes. 

It feems^ he attributed too little to Fortune^ as' 
to the Succefs of Events; and being willing to 
make this appear by his own Example, from the 
Power that it has on certain Occaflons^ one faid 

to him. That be bad ferhafs neinr hcbaved himfelf 
better than at Mariandal and Rhetel ; and thr.t be ha£ 
lofi tbofe two Battels y by baving had ill Fortune. 'I 

^ am well enough fatisfied wich my felt (anjwerd 
I be) in the Aftion : but if I fliouid do Juflice on 

X5 !my 
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/ my fclf fomewhat fevercly, I would fay that the 
^ Aitzir oi MarianJal happen'd^ for having yielded 
•/ unfeafonably to the Importunity o£ ih^^GfrtPtam, 
/ who demanded Winter- Quarters ; and that. that 
^ of Rhetel fell our, by having trufted too much to 
^ the Governor's Letter^ who promiied . to hold 
* out Four Days, that very t)ay he furrcndcr'd : 
And he added, IVhen a Man boafts that be bm 
been guilty of no Errors in War^ he convinces me that 

be has not vtade Vl^ar long* He always remembred 
the Importunity of Rofcn. in begging Winter- 
quarters, and his too eafy Compliance in grant- 
ing it.: This Reflexion made him alter his Con- 
^U(% with regHr4 to the Officers ; he continued his 
wonted ^ood Treatment of them, but he would 
never aker f^ff^r himfelf to be over- ruled by 
them in the Service. 

The firft Difliculty he got rid of, was that of 
the Difputes that happened in the Infantry : This 
old Cudcim, founded upon an Appearance of Ho- 
nour, w.'is a (brt of Right which all the Corps 
were refplvcd to Maintain : The Oppofition was 
gr^at, but die General qain'd Ins Point, and Puy^ 
fegury the nioft Intelligent, and the grcarcft 
SSckler for Rank among the Officers; Pt^jfegtn^ 
1 fay, who was an Enemy to all Generals whom 
he did not govern, was obliged to fell his Regi- 
ment, and retire to his own Iloufe, with his 
troublefome Capacity. The ordinary Roll of 
Officers in Detachments, their Rank in the Or- 
der of Battle, were no longer obferved : This 
was feen at the Battle of Dunkirk^ where Mon- 
fieur de Turenne pitch'd upon the Marquis Je Crt^ui 
to command the Wing oppofite to the Prince, 
without any regard to the Priority of the Lieu- 
tenant- Generals. 

After having changed thofe old Cuftoms, he 
changed, to fpeak fo, the Genius of Nations ; he 

taade 
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made Foreigners cake up an KGt\yity which was 
not Natural to them ^ he made the Fnncb throw 
off chat Lightnefs and Impatience which had been 
always Natural to that Nation j he macje thembear 
Fatigue without Murmuring ; he made Courueis 
who ferv'd in the Army, forget the Court, as if 
there had been no other Trade but that of War. 
This was the Condud of Monfieiir de Turenne^ 
With Regard to the Officers ; let us fee what was 
his Behaviour towards Cardinal AlazB^rin. 

At the Time when the Cardinal wps the mod Un- 
fortunate J when his Friends fought Pretexts to de- 
fert him, and his Enemies Occafions to Ruin him, 
Monfieur JcTurenne paid him the fame Deference, 
the fame Refped he had done when Fortune fmil'd 
moft upon him. When his Eminency had re« 
covered his Power, and Reigned rather than Go- 
verned, he obferved greater State towards him 
than he had done in his Misfortunes. He was the 
firft who ventur'd to make his Court to the King j 
all the Perfons of Note making their. Applications 
entirely to die Cardinal. He follicited for no 
Favours, and the Advantages he obtain'd^ ap- 
peared to be theEffedsof his Services to the State^ 
without any Dependance upon the Miniftry. 

Never ^ere the Virtues of Private Perfons fQ 
well united with ttie Qualities of Heroes, as in 
the Perfon of Monfieur d^Jurenm. He was eafy 
of Accefs, delicate in. Cpnverfation, and faithful 
in Friendfhip. He was accufed of not having 
ufed his Intereft enough at Court for his Friends': 
but he did not make A^vaptage of that Interefl 
even in his own behalf; a feciet Pride hindering 
him from asking what he was not fure to obtnin ^ 
he did by himlelf all the kind and obliging; Things 
he could do. There is nothing more common than 
to think our Friends have more Inierrll than they 
really have, and that we are Entitled to more 
than is our due. X 4 Mc^tv- 
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Monlicur ^e TuTtnne was not incapable of lovieg; 
his Virtue was not of ihat rough and dry Kind, 
which n not fweetned by any tender Semiment, 
He lov'd more than he thought he did, hiding 
as mud) as poffible, aPaniou which others nitght 
ea/ily difcoTer. 

If Singularities are a fort of Failings in Socie- 
ty, Monfieur de tunnm had Two, which but fcw 
Peoplearc charged with j a too great Difintcfeftcd- 
nefs, when a Spirit of Intereft reign'd univerfally ; 
and too pure a Probity, when Corruption gene- 
rally prevail'd. 

His changing his Religion, toiich'd all thePro- 
tcOants very fenfibly : l%ey who knew him, did 
not attribute it either to Ambition or Intereft. He 
pver lov'd to talk of Religion, particularly wiiL 
(he Lord //^H%p/, and was wont to (ay, Tba^ tk 
Voihine of the Riformed Waj ftuvJiJf, tui that thtj 
eagbt ml to have JcparateJ from the Roman-Catho- 
licks, in orjer to cn^irgc ibem to embrjct thtir Rtligisn 
infefifikfy. ' When One owns, he was in the 
f wrong to feparate from a Churcfi, rrplic/i w) 

* Lord d' A u E I G N V, one is in a fair way to re- 
' turn to it ugaln ; and if 1 furvive Madam 4e Tm 

* rtnnt. I ftiall fee you tnours.' Monfieur dt Tm- 
raifte (mil'd ; but that Smile did not fufTicienily 
difcover, whether he laugh'd at my Lord /Aubig. 
itji Predidion, or approved it. ^n both Religion^ 
he always adcd for the bcfl : When he was t 
Htiuenoi, he did notliing contrary to the Intereft 
if the Cmhnlkh J and when he became a Cenvmj 
tie had no Zeal that was prejudicial to the Safci 
of the Uuguenotf. Confidering the Deference t; 
King had far his great Senfe, 'tis likely cnouj 
he would have complied with it ; and that t 
Hupuatm Miniflers fhould hare no rcafon to coi 
plain of their Ruin, nor the Catbeiici Clergy 
repent of their Zeal. 
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They who followed him in hislaft Campaigns^ 
fyy, that his Valour was more quick and lively 
tKan in the ^preceding ones j that he was more 
adventurous m Undertaking and Engaging than 
formerly* A Cannpn-Bs^U put an End to fo glo- 
rious a life *^ a defirable Death (iince we muft 
die) to fo Great a Man. His Loft was lamented 
by all the French, and regretted by all indifferent 
People ; his Perfon was praifed by his Enemiet^ 
and his Virtue admired by dl the Woild. Thq 
King, whom he had ferved fo well, woald needs 
have him Interred at St. Denu, among the Kings^ 
his PredeceiTors, as thinking he was sis much o- 
bilged to him who had preferred his Kingdom^ as 
thofe who left it to him. 
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A PAR ALL E L 
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/ Bfetween the 



Prince of Conde 



AND 



Monjieur de Turenne, 

As to what relates to WA R, 



YOU will find in the Prince of ConJcy ftrength 
of Genius^ heighch of Courage^ a guick^ di- 
flindj and ready^ Judgment. Monfieur de Tm ennt 
has the Advantages of cool Bloody great Capaci- 
ty^ long Experience, and confirmed Valour. 

The former is never ata lofs in Council, never 
irrefolute in his Defigns, nor embarafs'd in his Or- 
ders ; always taking his Meafures better than any 
Man in the World : The latter forms a Plan 
of his Condud in the fVar^ difpofes every 
Thing to the beft Advantage, and manages 
them with a Dexterity equally removed from 
Slownefs and Prec i^ 

The Adivity of g^Gar|j||h|in &rther 

than is neceiiary 
any Thing that r 
as he ougt 
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of XJkf and does Nothing that is fuperfluous j 
being Mafter of Fatigue and Reft^. endeavours to 
ruin the Enemy's Army^ and fludies the Prefer- 
vation of his own. 

The Prince is fevere in Command^ is equally 
fear'd, and efteem'd : Monfieur Je Turemu is more 
indulgent^ and obeyed not fo much from the Au- 
thority he takes^ as from the Veneration that the 
Soldiers have for him. 

The Prince is more Agreeable to thofe who 
know how to pleafe him^ and more Vexatious to 
thofe who difpleafe him ; more fevere when Perfons 
fail of their Duty^ and more fenfibly affeded 
ivhen they have done well : Moniieur de Twratne, 
who is better compofed^ excufes Faults^ by 
reckoning them Misfortunes^ and often reduces 
the greateft Merit to the fimple Praife of having 
done one's Duty well ; fatisfied with the Service 
that is done him^ he is not always pleafed with 
the Value that People fet upon themfelves ; and 
improving, with Pleafure, the Merit of the moft 
Submiflive^ he looks with Difpleafure on thofe 
induftrious Perfons who endeavours to gain a <Re« « 
putation under him^ and to beraifed by the ^. Mi* 
niftry. 

The Prince animates himfelf with Ardour 
to great Things, enjoys Glory without Vanity, 
receives Flattery with Difdain. If he takes Plea- 
fure in being praifed^ 'tis not the Praife of his 
Adions, but the Delicacy of the Praife that Af- 
feds him agreeably. Monfieur de Turenne goes 
naturally to great and fmall ThingS3 according to 
the Relation they have to his' Dcfign ; he is ne- 
ver elevated in good^ never caft dbwn in bad For* 
tune,. 
iLkHoi.Krecautions are fufficient againft the At- 

''^rmer ; his Boldnefs and Jiis Vigor 
h^ fifongeft Emcrprlfe *lhat can 

\» 
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be formed. Tbe latter extricates himfelf out ,5 
all Danger, and Qtujs Means to prefeive himb 
when his Ruin fcems to be unavaidabls. Whi 
ever Troops you give to the Prince, old or nd 
known or unknown, he has ever the faine BoN 
nefs in Battle; one would believe that he kn« 
how to inrpire his own Qualities into the whoj 
Array j his Valour, his Ability, his Adion, feei, 
to him toanfwcr for thiit ot others. If MonfKut 
M Titrenae has many Troops, whom he cannot 
rruft, he ftudies his own Safety ; if he has but a 
few good ones, whom he can confide in, he un- 
dertakes what appears to be impoffible, as a 
Thing eafy to be done. 

How great fuever may be tke Prince's Eagcr- 
nefi for fighting, Monfieur de Turenne will fight 
more Battles than he, becaufe he takes better 
Mcafures to bring the Enemy to an Eng3gemcn6|tJ 
but in the time of Adion, he does not fo w^£| 
take thofe luiforefeen Opportunities, which prdl 
(Juce an ahlblute Vi^ory j and this is the Rcalj^l 
why his Advantages are not compUat- Wh^| 
the Matter fs difputed, the Plan of his War com^| 
freHi into his Mind, and he commits what he fcol 
JDoiii'tful and Diflicult,- to a more fecure Conduft.! 
T'he Prince has a greater Pfcfcnce of Mind, anu 
it more brisk in Ai^ion; he ftts eveiy ThlnM 
right himfelf, recovers his Diforders, and pufh3| 
on his Advantages, He makes all the ufe of tiiQj 
Troops that any one can make of ihem ; he cx- ' 
*"*' ger, nml fccmsra** 
iDOt CO furvive J 
igh that he is | 
to him nol 



pofes himfelf to (he t 
folved either to orert 
Defeat. He ihinkti 
worHed, but reckon! 
overcome. 

Monfieur AtTurrtnl^ 
to every Thing elfc ; 

pf thc'Boinous, the 'M 



i Publick G| 
1 the Murm 
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nd the Diflike of thofe whom he ferves, chat he 
nay thereby do real Service. The Prince has 
nore -Regard for the Orders of the Court j but 
vhen a farourable Opportunity offers it felf, then 
le hearkens to nothing but his Valour^ and thinks 
le is anfwerable for his Adipns only to his Glory. 
The Prince arrives at the higheft pitch of 
Glory by his Viftories, and never falU under 
Difcredit upon the Account of his Misfortunes; 
vvhich may perhaps be a Prejudice to thePublick^ 
but never can be iuch to his Reputation. The Re« 
tita#in of Monfieur de Turenne is always infepara- 
le from the Publick Welfare. His Adions are 
not diftinguiihed by any Singularity, becaufe 
they are always equal, and of a piece : His whole 
Condud has lefs Luftre to beget the Applaufes of 
the Populace, than Sojidity to employ the Refle- 
xions of the Judicious. All that MonJieur Je Tu* 
renne fays, writes, or does, has fomething in it 
too Secret to be div'd into by any but fuch as 
have a good fhare of Penetration. People lofe a 
great deal by not underftanding him diftiniftly 
enough ; and he lofes no lefs by not explaining 
himfelf fufiiciently to others. Nature has beftow-* 
ed on him as much Senfe, Capacity and Merit, 
as on any Man livingjand has denied him that Fire 
of Genius, thacOpennefs and Freedom of Mind^ 
which makes it appear bright and agreeable. He 
mud be deftroyed before we can know his Value^ 
and it will coft him his Life^ before he has com« 
leat Juftice done to his Reputation. The 
rince's Virtue is as bright as it is powerful ; 
is fatal to his Enemies, who feel the Effeds 
it, and comfortable to thofe who reap the Ad- 
es of it : But to tell the Truth, it has 
uch Coherence and Confiftcncy as 
fi^ur Je THnnne ; which made me 

fay 
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fay a long Time ago. That the one was fit* 
ecu to bring A&vota to a glorious IfTue, and 
the other to put an adrantagious Period to a 
War. Jo the Courfe of an A^ir, the Prince's 
ConduA is fpoke of with molt Advantage ,■ 
but when the Aflair is over, the Fruits of what 
Monfieut de Turtnne hath done, are of a longer 
Duration. 

I fliail add this one Difference more : Moo- 
fieur Je Turenne is fitteft 10 ferve a King who 
will truft him with his Army ; the Prince to 
command his own, and get Reputation by his 
own Means. 
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Monfieur 

the Name of the Dutchefs 
(7/MAZARIN. 

Am not confiderable enough in the Worlds* 
to think I am obliged to give him an Ac-^ 
>unt of my Affairs ; but I am grateful ttkihgh 
)r the Part you take in my Concerns^ to fatisfyT 
our Curiofity as to my prefent Circumftances/ 
.11 that I fear is^left the Length of my Letter mal^ 
ive you too much Trouble ; for I cannot piS^ 
nd to gire you an Account of my prefent^ witlw 
ut reminding you of my paft Conditicm ii^ 
lany Inflances. I ihall^ out of Modefty^ fcfrbeat^' 
> fay any thing of the Advantages which I had ; 
tid mall^ out of Difcretion^ abftain from men- 
oning the Qualities of Monfieur Maz,arm : But 
saving the Publick to make a Judgment of our 
|eilbns, I fhall be bold to fay^ that I did not in 
p leaft contribute towards die fquandering away 
[die Eflate I brought him ; and that the loweft of 
ticks enrich'd themfeWes out of it, at the 
It he denied me the mere NeceiTaries 

'han I ought to have done^ and as 
without an Husband cbac was€<^ 
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contrary to my Temper : At laft I direng; 
jiiy Icif outof Reafon, from a Man with wha 
fuffer'd my (elf lo be join'd out of Obedience. 
Juft a DifcngaRement coft mc thofc Riches wli 
have made io much Noife in the World : But \ 
berty can never be too dear bought, by one w 
delivers orw's felf from Tyranny. However tl 
be, I find my felf diverted of every Thing : 
found iry felf without any Means of fubfifUj 
'tilt fuch time as the King, out of a PrinctpUi 
JufticCj was pleas'd to ^ire me a Pcnfion with* 
Monficur Mizirin's Confent, which MonQi 
AitzAirin took from rae Ten Yetrs ago, with 
Majefly's Confcm. This Cliange of the Kii 
Bounty, nuifl not be imputed to the Change 
my ConduA ; for I never was guilty of any thi 
that could dil^pleafc him. Buc it is hard for I 
greatell of Kings to diftinguifh well bctwiw c 
Impofture of bad OlTicet, and ihofc Truths whj 
tliey have need to he informed of. Reafon woi 
Ao too much Violence to our IncUnatioo and H 
mour, if we were always to didfufl thofc who 
Ws love, or who i^lcafe us ; and naturally ^ 
don't Uy our felvcs under the Reflrainc of thg 
fcrccautionj againfl agreeable Perfons, for 
Sake of indiHercnt Perfons whom we don't o 
*crfe withal. For this Reafon, I am not furprK 
that I have been believed to be fuch an one as 
have been painted : It would have been Judice J 
the Kin^ to have :iugmcnted the Pcnfion tliat Ji 
been taken from mc, if 1 had been fo btppy as 
have becu known to him, fuch as ! really am. 

In the mean while, notwithfUnding this R 
trenchment, and the Debcs which have foUowi 
upon it, I have cQptiniscd_ to live honoiOTbiy 
the Favour* and |'" 
but on (hiieuil 
be the Wonder d 




Monfiettr dfi St. Evrehiond; 

(aken ; rcduc'd ro the Ncceflity of feeking Help 
only from my fclf, where I found none ; cxpos'a 
to (he Fury of the Mobb ; having no Corrcfpon- 
dcnce but with People who were as much amazed 
- as my felf, who endeavout'd to hearten one ano- 
ther J or with unfortunate People, who were fit- 
ter to mourn together, than to comfort one ano- 
ther. After fo many Troubles, Tianquillity was 
again reftor'd j but the ceafing of the Troubles, 
fet my Mind more at eafe, only the better tofhew 
me the fad State of my Affairs. I have now No- 
thing of my own, no Affiftance where I am, no 
hopesof any eifewherej receiving Nothing but 
Complimenis inftead of Afliilance from the few 
Friends I have with you, andReproaches from all 
others, for having Uv'd in a Place, from whence 
1 do not know how to depart, and Ending my 
fclf TCt ihore at a Lofs where I can gc». 

Till now. Faults have been condemned, and 
Misfortunes lamented ; but t make all Things i 
change their Nature ; Mifery, that melanchow j 
Work of my Fortune, brings me Enemies ^ exa<«l 
tes the Bitternefs and Wrath of thofe who oughcto ' 
be mofl favourable to me. I don't exaggerate the 
Unliappinefs of my Condition, which X am the 
more fenfible of, becaufe I meet with Reproaches, 
when 1 expetSed Confolations. Yoa haire ihoro 
Reafon, Sir, than to approve fo unjuft a Behavi- 
our, and you have Connancy enough in Friend- 
(hip, ilill to continue yours towards me. If it can- 
not Succour me as much as you could wifh, yet it 
is as fincere as I could defire it to be. My Stars 
beget Good, will towards me, where there is no 
Power, and Oppofition where there is : But, in 
^^ggiCheMatigntty of the Influence is not eompleat, 
^HHHlWl all the Misfortunes it caufcs, it lliU 
^^^^^BE^e Friends, who ufe ihctr uc[noI|£D- 
^^^^^^BiHLioe Confolationt 
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In the Name of the Dutcheji 
o/MAZARIN. 

IDoh't wonder that Monfleur Mix^r 
ouc that I only was to blame for my ncK re- 1 
turning to France ; butlfiiould wonder very oiucb I 
If People of Senfe fliould fuffer tliemfekei to be I 
cheated with his Artifices, and could be won over l 
by his Lyes. As we never aeieed in any one I 
Thing, fo I fhall cake a Courie quite contrary to I 
his, by telling Nothing but Truth. Tis Ten I 
Years fince Monfieur Max^r'm took from mc a I 
iPenfion of twenty four Thoufand Livers, which I 
were given me for my Subfiftencc : This Re- | 
trenchment brought on mc conficferable Debts, 
which hinder'd my Departure out of Engiani^ 
where I was teaz'J by my Creditors, but noiJ 
' petfecuted to that degree I have been Once. ^ 
Alt Things are changed; the Revolution hm\ 
happened ; 1 found my lelf without Reljef, with- 
out any Means of paying my old Debts, and very 
happy to be able to contra^ new ones for t 
SubAfta 



or OUT 



Subfiftence. Not a Day went over my tlead^ 
but I was threatened to be thrown in Prifon ; £ 
was not fafe eren in Privileged Places { 
and when I went from my Lodgings, I was noc 
fure of returning to them. Being reduced to this 
hard Neceflity^ fome of my Friends^ and eyen 
fome Merchants^ oblig'd themfelves for part o£ 
my Debts to thole Tyrants^ and were foon forc'd 
to pay them. But by this means I only chang'cf 
my Creditors j for thefe new ones cake as greafc 
Precaution how to be paid^ as others would have 
done : However^ Z am oblig'd to them for the 
fmall Liberty I enjoy | and for the Subfiftence 
which I have hitherto found^ which I find every; 
Day more hard to get. 

This is the true State of my paft Circumfhui^ 
ces^ and the real Condition of my prefent ; cer« 
tainly it cannot be worfe. I deferve to be aififted 
by my Friends, and pitied by indifferent Perfons. 
A fuller Detail of my Afl&irs, would be trouble^ 
fome to others, and ofelefs to my felf ; and thcre^ 
fore I (hall (ay no more* 
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A LE TTER 



T O 



Monfieuf 



* * ¥r 



I 

In the Name <f the Dutchefi 
4 MAZARIN. 

NO iSody can hare a deeper Senfe than I 
have of the Declaration of your Friendfliip 
to me; but allow me^ Sir, to complain of 
the Injuftice of thofe Coo je^ures which are made 
of my Intention. If I had been in a Condition 
to depart^ and yet had flaid after this, fomething 
might have been objeifted ; but People will needs 
have me to return to France^ and yet leave me at 
an impoffibility of going out of England. There 
is not a greater Truth in the whole World, than 
what I tell you. I have wwte a Letter to the 
Dutchefs of Nevers^ which is fomewhat longer 
than this, wherein I declared mv Mind more at 
large. I beg df you, Str^ to beneve me truly fin» 
cere, particudarly when I proteft that I (hall main* 
rain my Fricndfhip for you all the Days of my 
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A LETTER 

T O T H E 

Dutchefs of Nevers. 

In the Name of the Dutchefs 
of MAZARIN. - 

I Never doubted. Madam, of your having all 
the Concern that any one co^d have for nnr 
Interefts ; I expefted from your Friendflbipi aU 
chat you could expeft from mine. Ic is not nece& 
iary co give one another new AfTurances hereof in 
our Letters, fince we can firmly depend upon one 
another in ever thine; that regards us. I thoughc 
that nothing in Monfienr Maz^rm% Condu^ 
ought to furprife me; and yet I cannot help 
wondering, that after having taken ipy Penfioq 
from me, for thefe Ten or Twelve Years, re* 
duc'd me to the Neceffity of beeging my Subiiftr 
^nce, as I do, endeavoured to deprive me of my 
ights, not ^tisfied.tofee me in Want during hi^ 
ite, unlefs he could be fure I ifaould be Miferan^ 
ble after his Death ; after fo handfome a Pro^ 
deeding, fo obli|ing a Condqd, and fo generous 
Adions, I can4lfc but wonder, I fay, that he 
fhould be fo kind as to defire I Ihould come and 
live wich him. But firft of all, my Debts muft bd 
paid, my Subfiftance fecitred, and I fet at Liberty 
CO go out of England. This I exped from the ]\x^ 
(lice of the Gentlemen of the Great Council ; 
and from yours. Madam, that you will believe 
me to be, as I really dm, &c. 

Y 5 . A 
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A LETTER 

T O 



Monfieur 
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In the Name of the Dutchejs 
of UhZ AKIN. 

I Always believed chat^ which you were to kind 
as to wricG CO mc^ about my Affairs, andjam 
over- joy *d^ thai my Senciments agree with youA 
Monfieur Maz,mn did never fincerely intend to 
iee me again. He had a mind, as you (ay trery 
well, to deprive me of my Rights^ and after ha^ 
vingmade me unhappy during his Life^ like a 

Sood Chriftiaii, to put it out: of all doubr^ that I 
lould be Miferable after his Death. This. Sir^ 
is the holy Joy which he intended to give me. I 
conjure you, to continue your Cares and Aflift- 
ance towards me in the Courfe of an Affair^ 
which in all likelihood will not l^ve a fpeedy 
Iffue. In rpite of Monfieur Maz^rini Applicati* 
on, who expedi the Succefs of his Perfecutions 
not fo much from Providence as from his own In- 
duftry, I don\ believe the Qptlemen of the 
Great Council will deprive me of my Rights ; 
but if Monfieur Maz,^fin is not obliged to pay my 
Debts^ how (hall I come off* with my Creditors, 
and whence can I exped the Means of fubfifling, 
till fuch Time as they are fatisfied ? The Mer- 
chants have given me Credit, and People of Con* 
dicion have obliged me with Money ; but chey 

will 
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^ will not lofe their Moncyi What fliall I doi I 
do what Monfieur MazAtin fays, but praiftifcs 
not } and that is, pommit my fell entirely to Proi* 
vidence. To this I fliall a^ the Care and Con« 
cern of my Relations and Friends, and particu* 
larly youis. Sir, which lay an Obligation uppq 
me, which I fhali never forget. . 



A JUDGMENT 



ON SOME 



French AUTHORS: 

7o the Dutcbefs of M AZ ARI N* 



^ A Ccording to your Deflre, Madam, I here 
jfx ^ff^f y<>tt *^y Thoughts on fome of our Au- 
chors. 

Malberh has always been reckoned the moil 
excellent of our Poets ; but more for his TunI 
and Esppreffion^ than for his Invention an4 
Tfioughts. 

We cannot deny f^oituife the firft Rank in eveiV 
Thing relating to Ingenuity and Gallantry ; 'tis 
enough for Sarrafin to have the Second Place to 
be on a Level with the moft efteemed of the Ant- 
cients in that Kind. 

Benftrdde has fo particular a Charader, and fi> 
aj^reeable a Manner of faying Things, that the 
mcefl Criticks can bear with his Points and Allu*- 
lions. 

y 4 , In 
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In Tragedy, OrtttiHi; admlK of no Equal, Rai 
of ne Superior; the Diverfity of Charafters 
lowing -A Concurrence, if it cannot eflnblifh 
Equality. CortKiSiii admired forthcExpreffion 
an Heroick Grandeur of Soul, for tlic Force 
Paffionii, and the Sublimity of Difcourfc : Rach 
Merit confifts in Sentiments which arc more ^ 
tural, in Tlioughcs that are more clear^ and 
a Diflion that is more pure and more eafy. T 
former Ravifhcs the Soul, the latter makes a O 
quell of th&Mindjthe latter gives no room for i 
Reader to Cenfure, ilie^former does not leave 
£pe<£tator in a Condition to cxamin. In 
Conduft of the Work. Racine more Circui 
/pcA, or diflrufting (.imfelf, flicks clofc co 
Grxeki, whom he ii a perfcA Matter of j Con 
improving the Advantages which Time affoi 
finds out Beauties which AripoiU knew nothii 
of. 

jWn//>rf has taken the Anticnts for his Mod 
and would bs inimitable to thole whom he iinii 
tcs, if they were yet alive, 
_ There U no Author who has done greater H 
nour to our Age th^n Dtfpreaux ; to makealarg 
Panegyrick upon bim^ would be to ajTunie tl 
Province of his Works, which make tc then 
felves. 

La rflMfjf/itf cmbellifhes the Fablej of the 
Antients ; the Antienis wogld have fpolted L* 
Fontaim's T* » L h s. 

VerraiiU has found out the Defers of the Anci- 
ents, better than he he has m^de out the Advan- 
tage of the Moderm. To take ir altogether, hjf 
Book* feems to me, to bcvcry good, curious, ufe- 
ful, and capable of curing ui ofabundauce of £r- 
' ' ron. 



* Fir«U«ledci ABc\tq|il(tot<<^<^^T»> 
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ron] I could wifli the Chevalier bad told fewer 
Stories^ that the Tnfidmt had enlarged his Rea» 
fens a little more, and the Abb6 coQfin'd his 
within a narrower Compals. 

You would have me ipeak of my felf^ Madam ; 
but I fhali fpeak of you to your lelf. If any of 
thofe Gentlemen had been m my Place, had the 
benefit of feeing you every Day, and recdTing 
the bright Hints which you infpire, he had fur* 
pafi'd both the Antiens and Modems. But I have 
improved this Advantage fo little, that I don't 
deierve a Place amongft thofe lUallrious Per* 
fons* 




LETTER 

TOT HE 

t 

Dut chefs of Mazarin. 

I Hope you will be fo good as to excufe me. 
Madam, if I do not perfedly give into the ge- 
nerous Franknefs of your Sentiments, which is 
qppofite to the natural Circumfpeftion of my 
Country-men, who are Enemies to Truths that 
are clear, and boldly declared. My Reafons a- 
gainft a full Declaration of your Intentions, are 
thefe : 

I am perfuaded that all your Acquaintance (ht 
your Friends have not yet (hewn themfelvcs) de- 
fire nothing more than to have a Pretence to cry 
out againft your Humour and your Condud, tho' 
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the one be very agreeable, and the other very 
blafnele& Never give chem any handle to wreal^ 
thenirelves upon you ; tie them down^ whether 
they will or no, at leaft to a decent (hew of 
JFriendfliip which they ought to have for youj 
vdth more Warmth than they have. Always ask 
Money ; and if none comes, 'tis you who will 
have caufe to complain ; if you can get it, I en- 
gage to furniihyou with Ten or Twelve Reafoiu 
for not leaving England^ each of which will be 
better than another. In fine, give no Body any 
C^ufe or Pretext of abandoning you, and be 
convinced, that a too open Declaration of your 
Intentions would be very prejudicial to you there, 
and would not be of any Ufe to you here. I have 
heard you fay. Madam, that the Countefs of S^* 
fms never gave Peofle any cpportunity of finding ami kat 
Swnts : Don't difcover your Sentiments your felf. 
If you are refolved to proceed with lefs Precauti- 
on, the N o K M A N D quits his, and is ready to en^ 
tor into your Sentiments. 
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A LETTER 



FROM 



Madam de L'Endos 

T o 

Monfieur de St Evremond. 

MQnfieor ie Cbarlwalis juft dead*; at which 
I am fo much afflided^ that I endeavour 
10 comfort my felf by confidering the (hare you 
will have in my Grief. I vificed him every Day. 
His Mind had all the Charms, of Youth, and his 
Heart had all the Goodnels and Tendernels thac 
could bo defired ia a true Friend. We often fpoke 
of you^ and of all the original Wits of our Time : 
His Life, and that which I lead at prefent^ 
had a great deal of Refamblance. In fine, fuch a 
Lofs is worfe than Death it felf. Pray fend me 
fome News. I am as much concerned about vour . 
paffing your Time at LmJm, as if you were here. 
Old Friends have Charms, which are never fa 
well known as when we are deprived of them. 



« Hknfieur de Charleval died «n the 8th Daj 0/ March 
1693, IB the 73d Tear of bis Jge. 
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A LETTER 

From the famcy 



Monfieur de St.EVREMONa 



^ Was all alone in my Chamber^ and very weary 
1 with readings when one came and cold mC| 

7$ere is a Gentieman who comes from Monfieur dd St. £v* 

R E M o N D. Judge you if all my Wearinefs was not 
Shaken oiF chat Moment. I nad the Pleafure of 
Talking of you^ and was thereby informed of 
Particulars^ which Letters cannot exprefs^ viz. 
Your perfcd Health, and your Occupations. The 
joy of the Mind fliews the Force of icj and your 
Letters pcrfuades me, that England promifes you 
Forty Years more of Life : For, I think^ chat it 
is in England only that they talk of People who have 
liv'd beyond the Age of Man. I could have 
wifh'd to have pafs'd the Remainder of my Life 
with you ; had you thought the fame way that I 
do, you would be in this Country now. Uo^ir- 
ever, it is very agreeable to remember chofe Per- 
fons whom we have loved ; and perhaps this Se- 
paration of our Bodies, ) ||p mirir QiL|mrpo(e 
to embeliifh my Epit^ ^Md^^MK Wlfl)*d 

the young 'Divine* hs 
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of i^tquee t» where People never fufier any 
Change ; for I believe you chink me one of the 
lirfl Perfons enchanted in it. Don't change your 
Ideas in this Matter ; which have always ^n £1- 
irourable to me; and let this Communicati- 
on, which fome Philolbphers think better than 
Prefence^ endure always. 

I told Monfieur Turretin how gls^d I fhould be 
if I could do him any Service : He has met with 
fome of nty Friends here^ who have thought him 
worthy of the Praifes you have given of him. If 
he has a mind to improve by the Converfation of 
the koneft Abbots, who remain here in the Ab- 
fence of the Court, he 0iall be treated as a Man 
whom you Efteem, I read your Letter before 
him with Spedacles j but they do not ill become 
me ; for I had always a grave Mein. If he is in 
love with Merit, which they call here difiinguiJheJ, 
perhaps your Wifli may be accomplifhed ; for 
People endeavour to comfort me every Day foe 
my Loffes, by this fine Word. I underftood that 
you wifli'd La Fontaine in England : We have but 
little of his Company at Paris ; his Head is very 
much weakened. This is the Fate of Poets : Tafftp 
and Lucretim felt it. I Doubt no Love-Powder 
has been laid for La Fontaine ; for he did not 
much ceurt Women^ who could be at the £x« 
pence of it. 



t &c tbc Komancc of Anudii de Cauk. 
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Monfieur de St. Evremond'j 
ANSWER 

To Madam de L'Enclos. 

MOnfieur Turretln is extieamly obli|(ed tone 
for making him acquainted with vonj 
and I am not a little obliged to him for giviiig 
Occafion to the fine Letter which I have juft l^ 
ceived. I don't quefiion but he found you widi 
the fame Eyes that I beheld you formerly: Theft 
Eyes by which I always knew the new Conqo^ 
or a Lover^ when they fparkVd a little more thtt 
ordinary^ and which madtfusfay^ 

Citherea neer was fucb^ &c. *. 

You are ftill the fame to me ; and tho* Narurej 
which never fpar'd any Body^ fhould have fpenc 
its utmoit Power to produce fome Alteration in 
the Features of your Face^ yet my Imagination 
will ftill be for you, that Glory o/" NiavH b, in 
which you know People underwent no Change. 
I am very fure, that as to your Eyes and your 
Teeth, you have no occafion for it : What you 
Hand mod in need of, is my Judgment^ to under* 
fiand thoroughly the Advanugcs of your Wir^ 
which improves every Day. You are more witty 
than ever the young and fprightly N i n o m 
was. A 



* Taken from 
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A BILLET 



T O T HE 



Dutchefs of Mazarin. 

I Beg of yon^ Madam, to cell the Dutchefs 
oi Bouillon that no Perfon can be more fenii* 
ble than I am of the Honoar that ihe does me by 
remeipbring me. I don't much pity La Fontaines 
Condition^ fearing left my own may (Und ia 
need of Pity. At his and my Age, no Body 
ought to wonder that we lofe our Reafon, but 
that we keep it. The Prefervation of it is no 
great Advantage ; 'tis an Obftacle to the Quiet 
of old People ; and a Barr to the Pleafures of 
young Perfons. La Fontaine feels not that DiC- 
ctjder which it gives, aud perhaps he is the hap- 
pier on that Score. It is not a Misfortune to 
be a Fool, but to have fo little Time to 
be fo*. 



* Monjieur de La Fontaine died the xjth ef March, 
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LET T E 



T O T H E 




Dutchefs of Bouillon, 

In the Name of the Dutchei 
o/MAZARIN. 

My Dear Si ster, 

I Think I have cxpUin'd my fcif fo o) 
and fo clearty, on tlie Demand that has been 
roade me to declare my Intentions, tliat tlicie wit 
no uccalion of requiring a new Declaration. I 
proteft to you then, my Dear Siller, that 1 havt 
no Dcfign to eternize my (elfin EngUnd ; all my 
Aim and Wifh i», to return to France to my 
, Family ; but I declare to you, with the utmoA 
Sincerity, that it were as impoffible forme to de* 
part hence without paying my Debts, as to fly. I 
am every Day forced to contraft new Debfi, 
when I expelled to receive wherewithal to pay 
ofFmy old ones. There are perhaps one or two 
Perfoni of Quality amonR my Creditors, who 
would not hinder my Departure j but the reft 
would no more fufFcr my Bankrupcy than the 
Merchants. You may believe, if you pleafir, 
that I am more defirous of being at Liberty, than 
others can be giieved to fee mc id a kind of Cap- 
tivity in t'Ufeign Countries. Nothing but tho 
want of Meant hinders me from coing to (peod 
the reft of my Days with tbofc pBifons whom I 
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love above all the reft pf the World. You dr^ 
convinced^ my Dear Sifter^ chat my Brother an^ 
your felf are the chief of them. Thefe are my 
true and real Intentions ^ I don't difguife them ii| 
the lead. 'Tis very crue^ I would rather chufn 
Deaths than return to Monfieur Mazatini and 
would as foon pafs the reft of my Life in a HiUk^ 
nery as with him : In efre<%3 thefe are two £x« 
tremes which are both equally to be avoidedJ 
You will make fuch ufe of my Letter as you ihall 
think will be moft for my Advantage. AJieu, my 
Dearr Sifter ; love me always^ and continue yout 
Endeavours to ferve that Petfonin the World^who 
is moft Yours. 
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A BILLET 

T O T H E 

Dutchefs 0/ M A Z A R I N. 

I 

IF you have a mmd to underftand how neceffa- 
ry you are to the World, you may fatisfy 
your Curiofity in your ftiort Abfence. There is 
a Spaniflj Concetto which I would apply to you, if I 
was not too much an Enemy to a figurative Stile* 
WbentheSunis under. an Eclipfe^ fays the Author of 
the ConctttOy 'tis to let the World know bow difficult it 

is to he without its Light. Your Eclipfe makes my 
Lords Montaigne y (jodoiphin, Arrany and others^ 
feel how hard it is to live without your Lights 
I defy all the Spaniards and Italians together^ to 
carry a Figure further. Every thing lowres al 
at London fince your Departure, It is not (b %t 
V o £. IL Z Cbelfif, 



xj^ Mifcellaneoui Works of 

Cieifiy, where your Philofophy makes you taPci 
very delicious Retreat. Manage the Grief of| 
ybur Friends by Intervals of Prefence : 

Upon the Wings of Time, Grief flies away^ 

Show your felf from Time to Time, or at leall 
let your Friends fee you at Cheljla. T u y o bafii 
la Mueru. * 
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A LETTER 

To the fame. 

NO Letter had ever given me more Pleafure 
than yours. Madam, provided it had been 
written to any other but my (elf The Thoughts 
in it are lively, and the Applications hnppy : To 
my Misfortune, all that Wit is excrcis'd at my 

I'^xpence. My nsoft humhk and moll ohcJicnt Set* 

"vanty fhows an ingenious Dilplcafure, which puts 

your moft humhU and mofi obcdimt Scrviwt in l^ef- 

pair. 1 could have bore i.p ynder a fudJcn nnd 
impetuous Anger : My Patience has often been 
tried with thufe kind of Movements j but :ui in- 
genious and meditated Anger quite confoiiiids me, 
and puts me to fniitlefs Pain to gucfs the C.au/c 
of it. I examin my felf, and the more I Itudy to 
difcovermy Tault, the more Reafonsdo I hnd to 
hope for your good Graces. If i\irrmno was guil- 
ty of a n»p, who can be rruftcd ? If he be inno- 
cenr^ what can wc do^ what Behaviour can flicU 
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ter us ? I will anfwer for it^ Madam^ Varmmo is 
not faulty in the leaft. 

From Varmeno one eafily paflTes to the Gendi-! 
rals : I do not blame thofe who are alive ; 
but I have hitherto praifed . none but the 
Dead ; and it already appears^ that they wer0 
Praife- worthy. The taking of Namur * would 
have excited me to fome fine Produdion ; but 
ever fince my Scar has hid her felf^ ahd I havd 
been without her Influences^ my Talents are bu- 
ried. Here is abundance of Idle Difcourfe. Iff 
yet faw one of your Letters figned Dulicinba^ 
and I was allowed to fign mine as formerly, Ei 
CavalUro de la trifie figufa ; what Joy fiiould I bd 
in! 

Hafia la muerte cannot be forbid me ^ for it de^ 
pends upon me to be always, as I (hall certainly 
be, either the Knight n^itb the difmal CouHteiMnce^ 
or. Tour mofi humble and mojt obedient Servant. 

* Namiut wai taken by Jpng Williaaii 011 the Sth D^ if 
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To the fame. 



THE. fine Air ^/Chelfea, and the Refofe of Soli' 
tiuU, leave no room to doubt ^ either of jom 
ffe^th, or of the Tranquillity of your Mind. This is 

the beginning of a Philofophers Letter^ wriccen 
Co a greater Philofopher than himfelf. He can- 
not maintain his Philofophy any longer : The 
Remembrance of your Difplealure againft him 
has confounded him. He hopes neverthelefsi 
that his Innocence and your Equity^ will allow 
bim to end with T^yo ha^ta la muerte, 
Ell CavalUro de la trifie figura. 

I was told of a Sparrow, the King of all Spar- 
rows : They fay it Whiftles, is tamer than any 
that ever was feen^ and that it plays a thoufand 
pretty Tricks, which Sparrows are not wont to 
do* This great Merit gave me a Curiofity to fee 
it. I found in it all that had been faid of ir, ex- 
cept that rare Quality of Whiftling, which was 
put off to another Time, when it would be in bet- 
ter Humour. The lowed Farthing was Eight 
Shillings : too little for a Nightingale Sparrow • 
too much for a Common Sparrow, let it be ever 
fo Tame. 
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A FRAGMENT 

U P O N T H E 

Difcovery of a ConQ)iracy 
againji the . ILlUG in 
1696. 

IN order to underftand well the Importance 
of the King's Life^ we muft confider^ that 
Spain founded on him the firft Hopes of Delive- 
rance from her Misfortunes ; That the States 
gave him the Power he has in Holland for having 
fav'd them ; That the Confederates have fet him 
up as an Umpire in the Confederacy from the 
need they had of his Forces^ and the Confidence 
they plac'd in his Virtue. They faw a Prince al- 
ways ready to execute ; capable of fucceeding in 
thegreateit Defigns by his Condud^in overcoming 
the greatefl Difficulties by his Vigour ; as mode- 
rate in Profperity^ as 6rm and conftant iq 
Difgraces ; lov'd and efteem'd in his own Army, 
efteem'd and feared in that of the Enemy ; more 
afFeded with Glory, than with his own particular 
Intereft j more touch d with the Intereft of the 
Publick, than with Glory. 
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A LETTER 

ToMr. BARBIN 



IAm very much obliged to you. Sir, for yo 
gcod Opinion oi the TiiHes that haj 
drop'd from my Pen, wliicli People are fu kind! 
to call Works. If J was of an Age in which nol 
Imaginacion could fumiOi me witli ne>v ones.rud 
as tliey might be, 1 fliOLild not fai! to fend ihel 
to you : The Beauty of the Impreflion wouliT 
recommend them. But the little Genius I one; 
had, is fo worn our, that 1 find it very hard toj 
m.tke any Ui'e of it, even for Things that arei: 
Ccfla ry to Life. It is not for me now to mind fl 
Pieafastr and Diver(ion ; my only Interefl is, I 
Live. You defire I would inform you what bfrl 
longs to fne in (he fmall Pieces which have beciiT 
printed under my Na me^^ "yhere is fcarce any o( I 
them in which 1 hax|^^tt£.^^6C^ (^UB^ bm ' 
Hnd them either Q^^^^lH- *>' < 
fc«--r BtU, of Si. C4 
gJmir'ii *j do by jT 



S(. fcr, -■ 
1(4 ii> 
tnjtr kit I 



Mofijieuf de St. EvremonJ.' jja 

the firft Addition I can think of: The Charms 

OF Friendship j the long Letter or 
Consolation to a Lady ; T h b R s- 

FLEXIONS ON THE DOCTRINB OP 

£PICURUS; Of ELoauENCE, frou 
PET R O N I U S.andfomeotbcrswhich I donot 
remember, do not belong; to me in the leaft. If 
I weie young and hand^me, I ihould not be ill 
pteafed to fee my Picture at the beginning of 
a Book : But it would be making a fcuri^ Pre- 
fent to the Reader, to give him an old and 
ugly Pourtraiiure of a Man of Eighty Fire Years 
of Age. My Eyes fail me ; I can neither read 
nor write, but with much Pain. You will ex- 
cufe me that I cannot give you a mpre exad Ac- 
count of that which you enquire pf me, 



A LETTER 



Madam De L'ENCLOS, 



Have received the Second Letter which you 

wric me, which is obliging, agreeable and 

K, and in which I find the Humour oiNinen*-, 

he good Senfe of Madam Je LEnelcs. I 

V the former lived, and I learn from 

^hat manner the other lives. Every 

Z ^ Thing 
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Thing contributes to make me regret the happy 
Time which 1 have fpem in your Company, and 
to defire in vain to lee ycu once more. I haw 
not Strength eno.igh to tranfj on my felf over to 
E^0»ett and you have Allurements there, which 
will hinder you from coming to Englmd. The 
Dutchefs of BouUhn can tcU yci» that Engt.tnd has 
its Charms, and I fliould be ungrateful my fclf, 
if I did not own that I have met with Pleafures 
and Comforts in it. 1 am not a little pleafed to 
hear that the Count i^Gr.immmt has recover'd his 
^mer Health, and acquired a new Devotion. 
Hitherto I have been contented with being a 
good plain honeft Man ; but I muft do fome- 
thing more ; and I only ^ait for your Ex- 
ample to become Gcdiy. You live in a Coun- 
try where People have wonJerfuI Advantages 
of faving their Souls. There Vice is almoft 
as much againft the Fafhion, as againft: Vir- 
tue : Sinning pafles for 111- Breeding, and fiiocks 
Decenc)' and Good Manners as much as Re- 
ligion I Formerly it was enough to be wicked, 
buj now one niuft be withal a Scoundrel, 
to be damn'd in Ft. .nee. They who have not 
regard enough for another Life^ are led to Salva- 
tion by the ConfiJerations and Duties of this. 
But there is enough cpon a Subject, in which 
the Converfion of the Count de Gmmmmt has 
ergag'd me: I believe it to be fincere and honeft. 
It w?!' bttomes a Win whoU not young, to 
forgtt tiuc he has been lo^J||»is what I could 
never yet arrive to ; ^^^^^^^^y>^^ 
the Remembrance of 
the Memory of 
out to animate ant 
of iry Old Age. 
fome at this Age. 
.fyiiich is the (v 
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t which contributes mod to make us pafi 
- Time agreeably. That which gives me the 
ateft Pain^ is^ . my defpairing evpr to fee 
i : I muft fit down fatisfied with writing 
you rometimes3 in order to keep up a Friend- 
p3 which has refifted the Length of Time^ 
Diftance of Place^ and the ufual Coldneis 
Old Age. This laft Word regards me j 
cure will begin with you3 to fhow^ that ic 
poffible not to grow 01d« Pray let the 
ike of Lauzjin know that I am his moft 
mble Servant ; and enquire whether Madam 
: Marefchale Je Crequi has paid him the five 
mdred Crowns that he lent me : I have been 
d by Letter a long Time ago that ihe has^ 
: I am not very lure of k. 
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A LETTER' 

T O T H E 

Marquis of SJIS& A C, 

In the Name of the Dutchefs 
^/ M A Z A R I N. 

IMuft begin my Letter with Thanks, and tell 
you in tew Words, that 1 am extreamly o- 
bliged to you for the Care you take of my Inte- 
refls. This well deferves that I (hould frankly 
declare to you my real Sentiments about my Re- 
turn. They are the fame that 1 have always had ; 
and that is, that 1 muft firft pay my Debts, e er I | 
can have the liberty of departing from EvglamL 
Thefe are my Intentions as to my Return, If 
"you had had chc Curiofity to know the State of 
my Affairs, I (hould have told you that it was 
never worfe than it is at prefent. I continue to 
live by borrowing j but the greateft Evil is, that 
I know not how to borrow any more. I am 
well fatibfied that it is not owing to the wane of 
your Endeavours, that I am not relieved. It was 
not pcdible for you to do more than you have 
done ; you leave an Obligation upon pie^ wich<^ 
out my reaoioK aov Benfific from H^ 
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Monfieur Maz^arins Advocate ^ wants gpod 
IV^eafons; but he makes amends for the weakne(s 
of his Reafoning by the good Turn he gives it. It 
mull be owned, he is very nice at Raillery. Ouc 
common Friend^ Monfieur Je ^r. Evremond, is fo 
in love with Ridicule, that he is even pleas'd with 
that Gentleman's Ridicule upon him. He fays. 

He knows not whether the Advocate had greater fleafwrt 
in hejiowingj than he had in receiving it ; it being fo 
very ingenioufly turned. All the Satyr that any one 
employs, were it even againft himfelf^ is plea(ing 
to him : A noble Temper, which has been kept 
up in its Purity for thefe Eighty Years ! 

I return at the End of my Letter^ to the Com- 
pliments I made you at the beginning of it. I 
intreat you to believe, that I fliall be fenfible of 
your Friendfliip all my Life, and grateful for the 
kind Offices you have done me. 



A BILLET 



T O T H E 



Dutcbefs of Mazarin. 



YO U commanded tne to write to the Mar- 
quis de Saijfac, which I have accordingly 
done : You commanded.me to write like a Nor^ 
wand} and I have acquitted my felffowell in thiSj^ 
that I defy' Mpnfieur df Saijfac to know whetner 

you 



; JBra;d^ 
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you have prais'd him for his Diligence^ or coi 
plained that he has contented himfelf with ufii 
fruitlels Endeavours to ferve you, where vi 
might have expefted real EfFeds of his Promifi 
A Thoufand Compliments, if you pleafe, to tl 
Duke of St. Albans. My little Consort 
liniflied ; if he thinks it worthy of his Clofet, 
fliall get it copied for him, I mean at his Expenc 
I am the firft Author in Profe^ Verfe, and Mufic 
who ruins himfelf in Gopifts. My Works mu 
needs be very little worth. 



A N 
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» 

AN 

ANSWER 

T O T H E 

PLEADING 

O F 

Mr. ERARD, 

On hehalf ef the Duke of 
MAZARIN againjl 
the Dut chefs his Wife. 

The PREFACE f. 

IT is not decent to fry into the Secrets of Families j much 
lefs to expofe to the Vublickyfucb tbiugs as fafshe-* 
rween a Husband and a IVift : But Jince tbe Duke 
of Mazarin has thought fit to of en *em to the Great 

Council, 

"t 7^» Pre&ce was not written hy Mr^ de St. Svremond ; 

^^ ie baoiws: revifei it^ and hefidesit contatning feverdCu^ 

ntktdarif wa thowht U poper to infert itbgre. Sea 

' ^^en fiiiefit is Jb. de St. E?remond'« L i F t^ 
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Ccuneilf and Mmfieur Erard, bit ^dyecate't tt f* 
thtm into Prim j it wot mt.fair that tbt World fhm'i 
hear hut one fide ; And tbr Anfwer to the Pleadiw 
fttllifig intomj Hands , 1 thought my felf bound to ^uh- 
Ujb it t that the World might paft their Judgment ufm 
the tebole. I hope , that afitr « tborougb Examinstin 
vftbe matter^ M-idam Mazarin ivill bj common Ct»- 
fmt bt found worthy of « better Fattf and anotbtr fin 
of Husband, 

If the Duki bad proeuded no farther, than Coldnefs, 
Keferveilneft, or Rigltur ; the Dutchtft bod quietly {f 
mented her Misfortune in fecret, in hofn at length ij 
the cenjfancy ofbir Sufferings, and the Sweetntfi of bg 
Compliance, to reclaim him : But when be came H 
that degree of txctfi, which took awity all her Repafi j 
and tofucb a rate of Profujion, at mujl abfolutly ruim 
her Family ; fiie bad Yeeourfe to thofe Metbedt, thtl 
might preferve ber EJlate, and Liberty, 

Tie Relations trmltd, the Dirtiiofi iifed tbeir Endet' 
vonrSf the King interpos'd bis Aitt%orily j but nothing 
could either pcrjuade or Prevail upon Mmfiiur Mazarin. 
Muft a Wife he ettrnaily enjlav'd to tbi Caprices, Esh 
thujiafntt, andfal/e Revelations of her HusbanJf 

This it what Monfteur Erard has mamtaind vfilb 
'at many InvelUvts, as Calumniet. Thefe few Paffa- 
gettaktneut of his PleaMng, mar 
violent Temper of the Ad-vocait^^ 

Matters arc come to tin 
'til no longer lawful for 
Man, nor for an Honelt 

If Madam Maza- ' 
for King James g 
for their i^oiuicit 
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rlononr and Religion^ which (he ought to ha?e 
earn'd by being near their Perfonsj coud fhe fee, 
irithout horrour, the Ufurper of their Kingdohis^ 
nd the Enemy of ourFaich^ eftablifh his Tyranny 
pon the Wrack of their lawful Throne^ and the 
liiine of the true Religion ? 

In another Place : unlefs feme Splendid Fit of 
Lc2i\ made Madam A4ax,mn coveteous of a gtori- 
)us Palm ; and gave her a Holy Ambition of 
>eing Sacrificed by that barbarous Nation. 

But after all, how can the Names of the King 
md Queen oiEngLmJ, be made ufc of to excufe the 

Elopement, and Abfence of Madam Max^rin 

low that fhe offers the fame Incenfe to the Prince 
)f Orangey flie offer 'd to them; but with as 
Tiuch bafenefs and unworthinefs, as it was Ho- 
lOur to her, to pay that Refpeft which, fiie ow'd 
:o them. 

Ani at the End of bis PLEADING: 
i\'hat Excufe can Maiam Max^crin now have ? 
[s the Prince of Orange her Kinfman ? Are ail 
:hefe Gamcfters Libertines, Presbyterians, Epif- 
:opaIians, Quakers; in a Word^ are all this Rabble 
L>f all Religions, except the true one, which rejTort 
to her Houfe, her Relations ? 

To cite aU the Injurious things ^ that he fays of Ma-- 
Mazarin, and the Engliih Nation would require 

'anfcrihing the lybole PleadingX 




fur Mazarin cant deny^ hut that he has given 

Separation. But he hoafis that 

fat wight procure a Re- union; and 

4r ticks to that purpofe^ The 

mofi all the reft depends^ 
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Notluog by condition^ but all by w 
, ,, FriendOiip. 

[ \ In thofe Difficulties, that will undoul 

arife, a clear fUting of Matters mufl immed 
follow. 

To itniute the belt Oeconomy in the Kinj 
and by that Model to form ours. 

Never to givo the Publick an account o 
Domeftick Aifairs ; much lefs to let the Ci 
into our greateft Secrets : but to tell 'em ir 
Words, that our Reconciliation was happi 
feaed. 

Aion^itr Mazarin mt hting contented to Aat 
ioivn Rulet for the Cimduti of Hmbani and 
would neeii make Regulations ihro' his -wht-le i 
VfitboM Regard to the furifdiBion of the fiifho 
the jiutbority of Govemoun, He kgini vfttb I 
efiicai ^ffairsy which in Reafon ou^ht to go hef 
Civil. Tbife Articles being Printed, 1 ^juU n. 

f'tm only in g^eneritl. 
Heenjoyns Good Order in Fraternities ; w 
ai befayty abundance of Abufe^arc crept in. 
J He trefcribeito the Curtltes their Duty in 

j Parocnial Mafles, efpecially in the Public 

I of Holidays, and the Banns of ManiniDuy : 

> pers and Complines are not fvrgitttn : He ti 

. "i^'h "P"" '^' Sermon. 

; From tbtnce fruLtiding 

He Orders an Apotliei I 
a Clyfter, to be dec 
\ ent ready to Receiv 

I pOfltblcModefty. 

He forbids Ifomtn t, 
Wheel } becaufe or a I 
gers, and a Motion i 
them loof" 
^ He retfu 

keep She 
Cloaci» 
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For the H<rAfmm, ts well thofe who keep 
Jutts, as thofe who bring their Cows n them, 
hey muft turn their Eyes another way at the 
ime of leaping; and sfttrwards come to paymenc 
iccordin^ to a rate at which he had lax'd it. 

Hivlag a vafi Extemt of Land in divert ProvineeSf 
u taket ba Pregre£es tt fee bttOrderi fut in Executimi 
vhich being uni-verfallj iB receiv'J, befarcbafes Ohdi- 
iience to them very dtmr. lie Train ofba Fratemitiet^ 
be Equipage of bit Saints errant, half EceU/ujiickf 
ialf SetuMTy weu'd make a fretty large Caravag in 
\Sa. ; tmii thit is not the lea/l magnificent way tbst 
« bar takm to ruin Hlmfelf. Ibis iiwuU be (uffeiertt 
ojuflifie the Separation of Madiiih Maiarid : Hnf 
ver, Ut ui bear btr Advoeate. 
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T O T H E 



PLEADING 

OF 

Monfieur ERARDeb^r*. 

•'TP I S a certain Truth, Gentlemen, that 
X Impudence is not acquired at once. Tis 
by ^ degrees that Men arrive at the afTurance of 
celling, and maintaining great Lies. Truth has 
no occafion for Inftrudions, or Exercife. k may 
be faid to be Born with us : and we muft do Vio^ 
lence to Nature to (hake of our Veracity. Judge 
then, Gentlemen, how much Art, Studyj 
and Pradice, muft have concurred to give Mon- 
fieur Erari the perfedion of his Talent. What 
Perverfions of Truth, what Suppofitions, whai 
Forgeries of Fad were necelTary to form the Ca« 
pacity of fo great a Man ! 

To fay the Duke of Vtvtrs accompanied hii 
Sifter to the end of the firft Stage; which h frffe: 

That 



* Concerning this AnfwCf,/w th$ Life ef Mr. d$ Si. Evie- 
»n<l rage, acxt 



^^ Monfmk de St, Evremond,' . y»^ Ij 

Thai Madam M^zarin carried rich Moveables^ 
and abundance of Plate; who never had abroad^ 
either Goods, Plate or Jewels, excepf one Neck- 
lace, which rile ufuaUy wore in FrafKc: That fte 
refidcd in the Territories of the King of Spain, 
thro* which (he orily iravell'd ia the time of a 
profound Peace, as her Road led her; That fhe 
fcandalii'd all ihe Convents, where flic has been; 
tho' we are WicilefTes how mach (he was belov'd 
and honour'd by the AbbefTes of CbilUi and the 
Zai, and of all the Superiours of the Religious 
Houfes where (he Lived: That her Penfiofl ia 
England Was given her in confequence of a Debc 
diie to the Cardinal; r Debt which the two Kings 
always laughed at as Chimerical, and Ridiculous: 
To invent a hundred things of this Naiuie, to dif- 
guife, feign and fuppofe, have been as it were,' 
the fteps, by which Monlieur Erard has mourned 
to the Aflurance of his Encomium upon the Duke, 
and the Impudence of his Calumnies againfl the 
Dutchefs of Mai^^irln. 

If all thefe Praifes, all thefe Reproaches, be not 
the Creatures of your own Brain, tell us Mon« 
(ieur Erard, who cou'd inform you of the Virtues 
of Monfieur Aiazirin ? Had you thefe fine Noti- 
ons of him, from the Court, from the Provinces,' 
or from the Villages ? Who has informed you t)f 
the ill Qualities of Madam Mtzarin? Did your 
Information come from Paris, from Romt, from 
Venice, or from Lottdtn } I can give you a more 
faithful and exad Accoutu of them both ; and to 
hinder you from falling any more into Error, 
in Charity I will tell you, that Monfieur M^zariu 
makes himfelf contemptible every where, as well 
where he is not, as where he is ; and that Ma- 
dam Maz.irin is as generally elteemed^ whererec 
Oie is, or has been. 

_ A a 4 tai 
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^ Bui in What Country did you live ? Or in 
what obfcure Hole do you fpend your Days, that 
yoo are ignorant how this Match with Monfieur 
Mizarin was brought about i Cardinal Maz^rin, 
at the beginning of his Illnefs was inqnilltire into 
ttK Merit of our Courtiers, in order to find one 
worthy of his 4ovelyNiecej and capable to Maia< 
tain the Honour of his Name. As he had yet 
fome remains of Vigour, he found no difficulty ia 
refifling Virtue without Wealth ; but his Diftem- 
pcr encreafing daily, and his Judgment impairing 
with his Scr-engih, he cou'd not withftand th« 
falfe report of the Riches of Monfieur Max/irin, 

This, Monfieur Erar'i, this was that Noble and 
Glorious Choice of the. Cardinal ; a Choice, to 
fpeak reriouily, that almoft ruin'd his Reputation^ 
notwithOanding all the Metit of his paft Life. 
By it he lolt the Refpetft of the Courtiers j the 
moft Cautious cou'd not forbear their Railleriwj 
and fome Foreign Minifters wrote to their Ma(- 
eers, that they ought no longer to make any 
account of his Eminency, after the. ridiculous 
Match he had made.- 

'What Averfion foever you may have for Truth, 
for once do your felf the Violence to hear that, 
which 1 have to fay of Monfieur Ma'^arin. You 
cannot have a greater AverJion againft Truth, 
than I have againft Lies. Yet I have been forc'd 
CO hear all thule ynu haye laid of Madam Mazji- 
rin'-. with as mucli Vil^y as Impudence. 

Upon the Death o||||BCariIinalj the Courti- 
ers, who did not yci|^^Hbnd the Isicenels of 
the King's Tad) -• • - i- -- 

Max^rifi Ihou'd 

Eltate and '. 
Tvrennt Was 
" fuch an I{ 
" the faror' 
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*' when be went into the Service of the Prince.*? 

Tlie Marefchtl Je rUltray^ who, having been his 
Majedy's Governour, ought co have been betcer 
acquainted ^^ich his piTcernmenc, was not with- 
out his Apprchenrion&. The Marefchal dt Clerem^ 
taut, who had fignaliz'd himfelf in ridiculing thii 
Matchj was alhrm'd ; but Monfieur Altx.irhj who 
was raore in their Inierefts, than his own, flaid 
only long enough at Court to decry himfelf^ an<t 
to give the King that |udicioiis Contempt of hi»' 
Perfon, which his Nfajefly has retain'd ever lince. 
Neverthelefsj they were not yet abfoliuely ritl 
of their Feats. They were afraid that the Maref* 
chal Je la Malliraye, who, in his lime, had aU 
ways held the firft Polt in War, ihou'd by his Ex- 
ample roufe the Ambition ofhis&on, to make 
himfelf the moll confiderable Perfbn. Motifieur 
MaxAtin was too good a Man to fu£Fer the World 
to continue in chacMiftake. He bid farewell to 
War, as he had done to Court ; and you wilt 
grant me, Gentlemek, that 'twas none of the> 
unwifeft Anions of his life. 

He had yet but too much left to make htmfeli 
con/iderable. His Places, Governmenti,and Riches, 
in which he out-did all the Subje^flg of Eirope, pra<i 
cur'd him . RefpeA enqugh ; but like a Fhilnfo^ 
pher, hQ Jhook oif all thefe Things, as Superflui- 
ties i or, like a. Cluiftian, as Vaoities thai mighf 
endanger his Salvation. However icwere, he left 
U^fetl nothing of thofe great Honours and In- 
{fio^i which are fo precious in the Opinion of 
~'. a Thoufand Rarities which had been 
f Wealth, a^d Cuiiofity ; of an inA<. 
(Pidurcs, Statutes, and TapeQcries, 
g but wa£ either Sold, or disfigur'd i 
' B did not keep one j of all his 
■>i only tbar of Aljiice^ where 
t be fuffer'd to Cooxm.'a.M. 
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In Hiort, GtNTtnMEN, J am afliam'd to nan 
the poor Remains of Twcncy Million* *, it 
Madiini A/d2,*rin bi'ouf;ht him ; and the only r 
fon be ^avo, was that lie couM not in Confcrei 
iictp ill gotten Wealth, it wasnot ill gorrnt, GsK 
TLB MEN, in Truth it was not; the Defence < 
the Crown aj^ainft fo many l-orces within, and i 
great a Power without.was ihe Ptirchafc of it,whi( 
the Jafticciinii Liberality of the Kinp confirm'* 
but riicfe Ailvantages have been a& ill bequeaili 
at they have been kept. The Memory of (I 
Cardinal is anfwcrableforthc bad choice he mai 
of Monficitr Mazjirin ; RndMonflcur A^ix^ris f 
the ill Ulc he made of that vaft Wealth. 

I.:Ct ut rp:ire Madiim Afjz.4)-/vthePainorheatii 
a r^rrhcr Detail of this fquandiing away offa 
Fortune : Let us fparc Mnnficur M-iz^riw el 
ihamclul Remembrance of the Manner of I 
fquandring it. A hard Fate for Madam Maztt 
to have her Wealth fquandrcd ; a harder to t 
continually the fight of the Squanderer I Th 
did M;uiflm M-izjirin fpend her unhappy Days. S 
expelled the Reft of the Night, which is allow 
to the nioft unfortunate to fufpcnd the Sen 
of their Sufferings; but this Relief was deni 
htr: No Iboncr were her fair Eyes clos'd, 
Monlicur Mif9,ariti, (who had the Devit alwa 
nrcfient in his i>lack Imtieination) this amiat 
Husband wakes his beft beloved, lo make h< 

partaker. Vou will never be able to gucfs < 

what, Glntlimen; to make her Partaker 
his NoAurnal Vifions. Flambeau's are Ijghte 
and Icurch is made every where ; but no Spc^ 
docs Madam M^-z.arip find, except that which I: 
by her in the Bed. His MajeAy wsu treated mo 
oblir' 
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obligiDgly, he was made the Confident of Ms 
Revelations, thofe Divine Lights, which Moo- 
fieur Attt.«r(Vsiifual Cominerce with Heaven af- 
forded him. The World has been fully inform'd 
iOf his Revelations j and finca the Advocate has 
It fuch a value upon that Devotioo, which has 
lerited him that Grace ; I beg your Patience, 
ENTLEMBN, to hcat fomc of the Eifetfts of it ^ 
they are lingular, and worth your Attention. 

During the time that Monfieur Max, ir in coMitt^ 
Mademoifelle Hvrtejijiay he gave a Note for (-0000 
Crowns to the Bilhop of Frejm*, upon Condition, 
that he fhou'd promote' the Match, which with 
Reafon he foilicited fo hotly. The Match was 
made, and the Bilhop had, a great hand in it. But 
ft being neither eatie nor honourable for a Pre- 
late to exaA the Payment of fuch a Note, he re^. 
turn'd it to Monficur Muxjirin, trufting rather ta.. 
his Word, than bis Note. Some Time after thlsl 
piece of Generofity, the Blfliop had occafion fof I 
Money to fettle his Nephews, and demanded it of 1 
Monlieur Maicarin ; who, doing violence to h»»* 
good Nature, refus'd to pay it; being inform'd byj 
his Dire<ftor, that 'twas a more criminal Simony | 
in him to purchafe the Sacrament of Marriag^ f 
ihan in a Bifhop to purchafe his Bithoprick, 
"" See, Gentlemen, the nice reader Confci'J 
: of Monfieur Alizarin : The Bifhop, nop* ' 
iftanding his holy CharaAer, wou'd have t3o* j 
Money, and never bogled at the Simony j 1 
;iriM, a nicer Layman, maites a fcrft* 
it, and religioufly pays it not. 

;r Inftance, that will confirm the ^ 
•eople have of his Piety. Mon* \ 
Law-Suit of great Inipt,r- 
A a 4 taace; J 
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tance j an Agreement very nnicli to Iiis Aclyan- 
tage was otFer'd him: He anfwerd thofe ttiait 
propos'd it to him, Tiiat our Saviour came n»t » 
br'm^ Peace imi tbs IVorU ; that Centrcverfies , Dif- 
futts, and Law-Suiti^were of Dlv'mt Right, but Cem- 
fofitimj of Humarid Invenrion : Th.ii- God had appmiti 
y*'^S"> ^"' "fvtr thought of Arbitrator j and that \ 
therefore he vias refolved to go to Law all h$t Lifsy and 
nevtr com to an Arbitration. A Pfomife (hat hC 

has piouil)' kept, and will liecp to his laft Breach. 

Modefty forbids me, GtNTLEMEw, to open 
to yoQ the Occafion of his Journey into Daufhine, 
|o confult ch£ Bifhop of Orertobie : ( Will only tell 
you, that a Cafe of Corifciencc fo extraordinary, 
a fcruple fo nice, To ddicace, was never heard 
tefore. 

But the Mader piece of Monfieur Maz^riu'i 
X)evution, Was this : He caus'd one of Madam d* 
Riche/ieus Children to be brouj;hi up, wuhexprefi 
Prohibition to the Nurfe from fuckling it on F7- 
Jap and Saturdays ; that inllead of Milk, it might 
fuck in the holy Ule of Falling and Mortifica- 
cion. 

This, G K N T L E M E N, is the Devotinn of Mon- 
fieur M.iz.arit3j which his Advocate has not been 
flfliam'd to extoll ; a Devotion, that fervei to con- 
firin our Kefuf^ecs iii their Belief j but the Catho- 
licks, as well as they, laugh at fo ridiculous a 
Piety J and you, G e n t 1. 1 m e n, whofc Piety ii 
folid, dif^jpprove it no Icfs than the ProteUanti 
themlclves. 

The firll Misforti 
to be depriv'd of 
Humane Society. 
live with thijfe ' 
C>alami(ies ap^ 
vy Marriage of 
Aiature haj^. ' 
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i^ance from Reafon^ chat 'tis almoft impoffible he 
ihottld ever be rcafonable : The only Excufe that 
his Friends, if he has any, can make for his Con* 
du(ft. Madam Max^mn has, by her ill Fortune, 
been competrd to live with Monfieur Mazarh. 
Joyning the Living to the Dead, was not a greater 
truelty, than linking Prudence to its Reverie; 
yet ttus Torment was Madam Maz^rin for Five 
Years forced to endure : Befieg'd all Day, alarm'd 
all Night, fatigu'd with Journey upon Journey^ 
Jourheys contrived without any Occafion ; fubjeA 
to e^ravagant and tyrannical Orders ; feeing none 
but Spies, or Enemies j and, which is the worft of 
all miferable Circumfiance^, unhappy without 
Conffplation. Any other Woman would have 
defended her felf from Oppreffipn, by an open 
Refidance ; Madam Max^mn fought only to 
efcajpe from her Misfortunes, and to find in the 
Place of her Birth, among her Relations, that Se- 
curity, and Repofe, which (he had loft. 

W^ile flie was at Rome^ fhe was honoured by 
all that were lUuftrious, and Great there. Upon 
her return to France^ (lie obtain'd of the King a 
Penfion for her Suhfiftance, and an Officer otthe 
Guards to condud her fafely out of the Kingdom^ 
where (he neither could, nor would day. After 
fo many Troubles and Difquiets, (he fixed her 
Retreat at Cbambery, where (he pafled Thretf 
Years with tranquillity, in Study and Reflexion ; 
ac the end of which (he came by the PermiflTion 
of his Majefty into England. All the World 
knows the regard that King CbarUs, and King 
.ysma lad for her : All the World knovv5 the Fa- 
"""" " (he received from them j Favours be- 
on her Pcrfon, without any refpci* 
fs Debt. 'Twas therefore to tho 
f their Majefties, that (he owed 
Foir^ her Hu^and, asjuft, and 
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charicable, as devout, had procur'd the Penrm 
be taken away,whtch t?ie King of France^zft b 
HowHtrfedoyouadlikeaChri(li»n, Monfifll 
Ma^arin^ you who talk of nothing but the Go' 
True Chriftians render Good for Evil ; you i 
a Wife to ftarve, who brought you a greater I 
tune, rhan all the Queens of Europe togetl 
brought to their Husbands. True Cbrifliaosp 
don the Injuries that are done them j you d 
forgive the Offences which you your (elfg 
One Perfecution draws on another : By your i. 
mour, which is fliarjiencd, and your Tempj 
which is irritaied by doing of Evil ; you \ ' ' ' 
Ferfecucion in proportion as you petfeciu 
it not enough to deprive Madam Maz,** 
manner of SiibJiftancc, during your 
you feek out means to prevent her h 
coming to an end, when you (hall no 1 
in a Capacity to enjoy theni ? 

Don't think it is tii^cient, that your Advocai 
Mouth is perpetually full of the /ingufi md t^am 
tie Name of Husband^ the SacriJ Bonds of Marritii 
the Ik af Civil Society : We have for us Motlfia 
A/<icirinagain!l the Husband : We have his vi 
Qualittcs againd thefe line, magnificent Exprt 
fions. Our firll £ngagements are to Kcal'on, J 
Aice, and Humanity ; aRd the Quality of a I~ 
iMUid caonoi difpenfc withfo Natural an Oblif:, 
on. When a Husband becomes extravagant, _ 
jull, or inhumane, from being a fimtanj^ I 
turns Tyrattt, and breaks the Society which 1 
ccntraaed with his Wife. In that Cafe, a Sep: 
ration is of Right warranted : The Judges do t 
make it ; they only publidi its Validity by a 1_ 
lemn Declaration. Now tha tMonfaur AiMz,trim l| 
plentifully providedoCHlIcT 
fuch aDivera " 

hit Proceed] 
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P^prove it. The Difficulty wou'd be to find one that 
r did not ; and Monfie.ur Erard may fee for it as 
much as he pleafes. Gentlemen, he will 
never be able to find it. He'll tell us, that Mon- 
I fieur Maz^nn is devout .■ I own it j but his De- 
\ votion is fuch as ft^andalizcs all good Men. He'll 
\ fay, that he fails, and monities himfslf : 'tis true ; 
' but the Tormenr, that he puts others, to, af- 
fords him more Pleafure, than his Aufteriiy gire.l 
him Pain, To refrain from Mifchief, to abftaiit.l 
from doing Evil, were ap Abflinence agreeable ro " 
God, and uicful to Men. But the Moniticatioa 1 
would be too great for Monfieur Mazf^r'nt^ and | 
without an extraordinary Grace from Heaven, hi' | 
will never put i; in Pradice. 

From his Religion Monfieur ErW will perhaps j 
^efcend to his Morals, and tell us of his Liberalii 
ly ; to which we (ball oppofe his Avarice in ail I 
honcft Things, and his Prodigality in Things that 
are not allowable. To fpeak Properly, he give$ 
nothing, but he throws away all: He takes fron^ 
his Wife and Children, what he laviOies upoij < 
Strangers. Virtues would change their Nature ii| ] 
his Hands, and becon^e more criminal than Vicei. < 
Would to God, Gentlemen, we had as much" 
occafion for falfe. Vices, as Monfieur Erard has 
for fham Virtues I To our Misfortune, we hav^ I 
but too many real ill Qualities to alledge. Vexav 
tious Suits with his Neighbours ; irreconcilable 
Hatreds with his Friends ; tyrannical Treatment 
of his Children ; and perpetual Perfecution of his . 
Wife, are the fad and incontellable Proofs of out .j 
Allegations. 

As for Monfieur Erard^ after having rcje^ed all " 
' , as low, grofs, and unbecoming the Dc* - 
'Vit j after hating exhaufted his CO* ■ 
cion, in inventing, feigning, anj 
■ lurs of Viciuw w Vvwi-i mA -^ ^_ 
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appearance of Vkes to Virtues j in fine, < 
coiiraRed by (lie ill Succefs of liis Artifices, he 
recourfe lo Laws extiruS, whofe Autliority 
would revive. >le flics to the old ridiculous 1 
vcl of Ju/^iisiau ; a pretty Refuge for fo fatn 
an Advocate. 

Let us fee tMs terrible Law, Ge'^ tlcmeNi 
formidable to Humane Society i this Novel, i 
takes from the politelt People the fwcetefl Con 
lation of Life, by punifiiinc a Commerce wh 
is altogether cealbnablc and innocuic 

// a fVoman tali ivith Aiev^ without the Vermtl 
of htr Hmhandj jlie furfeitt ha Rigin ^ Jlie raa 
no hcntft of her Marriu^e Arslcli^i. 

By good Fortune, this Novel is not in To 
in the Countries wherein we now live. If ( 
good Law had held its Credit, every Wife in 
LoW'Countrit!, France, and Englattd^ had forfci 
Iier Jointure. ] wunder that Monfieur Erardj 
fhtiw a greater Knowledge of Antiquity, did 
lead you from the Time of Jajlmiun, to thai 
HomuJt'.s, when Husbands, and Fathers ufijd 
ways upon their fuft Cuming Houie, to kifs tt 
Wives and Daughters, in crder to difcove» 
their Breath, whether they had drank WinCj 
not ; and if they had, they punifhed them 
ihofe Faults, which Wine might occafion, al 
the Faults were not really commuted. 

I confefs, tliai the Laws ^mi^very g 
Power to Husbands, but 
zarins, whcn thcv werc mat 
whole Authority had been 1< 
Reafon taught the Anticnts 
luch at leaft as wcie need 
inent of their Time: But 
iofesnoneofits Ri^ 
tiquicy ^ anditiie^ 
and by your own 
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. Husbands would be too happy, if Mohifieui: 
^rard\ Enthufiafm might prevail : Wives too 
unhappy 3 if it had any Influence over your 
Judgments. To be a Husband^ would be fuffici- 
ant to excufe all Faults, juftifie all Crimes^ and 
commend all Defeds. To be a Wife^ enough t6 
f ufFer innocently^ to be defpifed with Merit, and 
decried with Honour. Let Monfieur Maz^rii^ 
fpoil, wade, and ruine all, he is Mailer ; hes 
the Husband : Let Madam Mazarin be left tQ 
Neccffity, abandoned to Mifery, and the , Ty- 
ranny of her Creditors : What Right has ihe to 
complain of Monfieur Max,ariny fays his Advo- 
cate ? fhes his Wife. A Cuflom or the Greeks^ a 
Law of the Romans^ or fome Novel of Juftiniafi^ 
are immediately brought in to fupport his Decla^ 
tnation* Madam Mazarin eats with Men with- 
out leave from Monfieur Mazarin ^ Ihe lofes her- 
Dower, and Matrimonial Rights : 'She lofes all 
that (he can pretend to. Moderate your felf 
Monfieur ErarJ^ cool a little. Dtherwife I (hall, 
beftow that Charader upon you that Sahfi <)oes. 
on Cat aline } Eloquent i a fatis i Sapienti^ far urn : 
Mudh Eloquence and little Senfe» 

Let us come to -the wonderful Revolution^' 
which we can't think on without Ailoniflinsent. 
Then it was, fays Monfieur Erardj^ that Madam 
Mazarin ought to have left England j and there- 
upon he aggravates the Shame of her (laying 
after the Queen, to whom (he had the Honour . 
to belong, was gone out of the Kingdom* 

iVo doubt but Madam de Bouillgnj and Madath 
Muzarrn would have waited on the Queen with 
Pleafure ; but the Secret of leaving her Kingdom, 
was of fuch Importance, that it was not impart- 
ed CO any one ; fo that the Ladies were left of 
Keceflity in a Storm, which nothing but the 
I^refence of the new Prince ^uld allay. Since 

chat 



w. 
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that Time, it has been impoffible for Macl:i| 
AUz^rin 10 leave a Couniry, where flie hss b 
in a manner block "d up by her Creditors ; wli 
really Monficur Maz^rin forces her to flay^han 
obliged her to contraft unavoidable Debts. 
he will not pay. He demands with iMe. Am 
a Husband, fo dear to his Advocate, that C 
to Para ; whilc he neceflitaces her Abfcl 
keeps up the Separation of which he coi 
He pretends to dcfire her Pctfon,;but in Rt 
covets only the Eflate,that ho may entirely r 

1 own, the Parliament of England vroaiit 
fencaway Madam Maz^mn; but (he had no 4 
cafioii to beg the ProtetStion of the prefent Kill' 
his Juftice anticipated the Favour which 
would have been obliged to ask. 

But rell me, Mafter Advocate, who fee yon I 
to declaim fo furioufly againfl this K.ing ? 1 
call him the Deftroyer ofour Faith very unjuj 
But for his Humanity, Goodncfs, and ProceiSicI 
not a Caiholick had been left in EngUnJ. YoTI 
ihoa^ht to make your Court by ic to the King I 
of Francty and are miftaken. A Prince, that bu I 
fo true a Tafle of Glory ; a Prince fo cle^^ I 
lighted, diftinguifhcs Rrea: Merit, wherever U ii I 
to be met with. His Judgment, and his AfTcdi^i 
ons don't aft always in concert; his Genera' 
to his unfortunate Friend does not hinder 1 
from being juft to the Virtue* of his Enemy. 

To return to Madam Max.'irw, it remains c 
that 1 juftifie her a^ainft 
will give me very iittle J 
That fhe keeps a £anU 
fees Episcopalians! 
the ihird. That fheconv^ 
Gentiemen, hear yoil 
ver did Dtmijihtnti of Gr\ 
gainil Pkilif, at tlic cats t 
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■Ms againft Madam Muz^riti. Madam Maz^Sn 
keeps a Bank, what a Difordcr is this I a Baffct- 
Table in her Houfe, what a Shame I She fees 
Church of England- Men, and Vrethyttriani ^ what 
Impiety is this in a Ciitholiclt ! the Wife of Mob* 
lieur Mtzjirin devoted inceffaDtly to Congregati- 
ons, and Fraternities. She fpeaks to Lurdi j What 
Depravation of Manners ! O Ttmpora, O Merts .' 

Cool this heat of Eloquence, MafterOrator, and 
bring yourfelf into Temper. Great Genius'sareape 
(oflyoutj Give a little Attention, afford your felf 
!eifure to confider Things a lictte. Do you think, 
that three Great QueetM, Devout and Virtusus, 
as any ever were ; Qpeen Kathnine^ Queen Ma- 
ry now in France, the piefenr Queen of EnglanJ^ 
and the Princefs her Sifter, who is fa regular; 
Do you think they would have had publick Baf- 
fet*-TabIes at Court, if Baffct was not an honeft 
Diverfion, an innocent Game. 

The Accafacion of feeing Churd of England* 
Wfo, and frtihytmans, is ridiculous. To re- 
proach Madam Mazarin for feeing Protellants ao 
Lmdon, is altogether as juft as to upbraid ?rote- 
ftants when they are at Reme^ for feeing Cacho- 
ficks. But if it be a Crime, to fee Proteftants in 
Englav'i^ fure 'tis much more fo to marry them. 
Yet a Daughter of France, aod an Infanta of Portu- 
gal made no difficulty of it. TheirChamberlaiijs, 
their Ladies of Honour were Proteftants. Tlie 
Principal Officers to Queen Mary, were of that 
Religion; then how could Madam Max,ir!n go 
to Conn without feeing ihem ? The Queen's Eyes 
could'bear the fight of them ; why ftiould it of- 
fend Madam Mazarine ? But if ever any Perfon 
fignatlz'd their Zeal for the Catliolick Religion, 
'iwis King Jtmrif and Queen Mary -, yet thofe 
"'■]v zealous Princes made no fcrupla of being 
vvn'd' at /fy«iiM/^ J of praying with the Bi- 
Iho^i, 
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fhopsy and Receiving the Grown from the Ha 
of the Archbifhop oiCanturburj. Sociecy has ia< 
difpenfable Laws^ Laws equlUy Enemies to lovj 
piety^ and fcruplous Niceties. 

We are come now to the L o r d s^ which M< 
fieur Erard is as great a Stranger to, as to the BaffJ\ 
and the Mandarins, 111 inform him then^thac theft 
Lords are Peers of the Realm of EngUnJj Ae 
mod confiderable Subjeds of the Nation. Madan 
Miiz,arin will confefs^ that (he knows a great msi 
hy of them, who are as much efteemed for that 
Merit^ as they are regarded for their Rank ad 
Quality ; fhe will own, that (he has received grex 
Services from them in her hard Circumflancds, 
and great Helps in her Wants. After this Con* 
feffion, methinks I hear Monfieur Erard exclaiai| 
O ! Depravation of Manners I O Temfara^ O Mh 
yes ! But he muft give me leave to anfwer widi 
more Reafon ; O Stultitiam inaudltam I O unheaid 
bf Impertinence I Oextream Folly ! What] Giv 
TLEMEN^ (hall MonHeiir Ai^2^.^r/» have leave co 
diflionour the Name he bears, thro* all the Villa* 
ges ; (hall he be allowed to fettle the great point 
of keeping Sheep decently; to tax the leaps of 
Bulls I to give Rules co Apothecaries Boy& for the 
decent Adminiftration of Clyfters : to prohibice 
Women from Milking Cows, and Spinning at the 
Wheel : And fhall not MaAer Orator futter Mft- 
dam ^ftiz,arln to fupport the Dignity cf her Name 
in all Courts and Nations where (he comes ? 

You are Eloquent^ Monfieur Erari^ you talk 
well : But unreafooable Things let forth elo- 
quently^ make no ImprefHon upon a found Judff- 
inent. All your fine Words will never perUvijff 
People of good Sence, that Madam 
ought to return to her t ' "^ *"« ^^ 

to the Society of Sh( 
thccaries. Milk Wom( 

Wheel j or that (hQ ou^ 
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zarln to be tied down to new Rules^ as ridicu- 
IS as thofe which he has caufed to be printed. I£ 
11 harangued to ignorant People, you might 
szle or move them j but to your Misfortune^ 
a ha\re to do with clear- fighted Judges, Wife 



n, who are prepared againit all falfe Reafon* 
;;sf and all vain Exaggerations. 
1 wi(h. Gentlemen, that Monfieur dnd 
idam Maz,arin could appear before you together 
a Hearing j you would read their Separation 
their Faces. Every Feature and Lineament in • 
Dnfieur Maz,arlns Face, would confirm what I 
ire been a faying. One Look of Madam Ata^ 
in would confound all Monfieur£rir/sCalum«' 
;s. Heaven has already made the Separation 
the contrariety of their Humours, the oppofi* 
n of their Tempers ; by the Greatnels or one's 
ul, and the Meannefs of toothers : Nature has 
larated them as well as Heaven, by a Beauty 
X Charms our Eyes, and by an Afped that 
th not fo much engage our Sight. Some un- 
ky Star knit this unhappy Knot, which Rea- 
I has inftrufted Madam Maz^rin to untie. Thus^ 
iNTtEMEN, is f ubmitted to your Decifion, the 
ufe of Heaven, of Nature, and of Reafon : 
t your Wifdom give the finifliing Stroke to this 
:at Work ; let it confirm this Separation foe 
;r ; and, taking out of Monfieur Adazarins 
nds the Adminiftration of his Efiate, let it fe- 
c to his Children the poor Remainders of that 
Kligious Wealthy which he has confonaded. 
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BILLET 

• 7o the Dutchfs of UAZARIN, 

THree Words of yjour Letter, are worth thm 
Volumes : / mvtr was in Better Hegltbil 
mver v/as Handfomcr in all my Life. What yoD 

fay as to your Health ravifhes me ; but I am not 
furprifed with whatyoufay,as to your Beauty ,•% 
what we knew before. Tis true the /Vir with which 
youfpeak it, h^s an agrccablenefs above what I can 
exprefs. I was fo Affcded with it, that I co'dM 




wtllfoundid. My Lord Sim(UrL,}ui added, that ail 
jhc Sayings of the Anticnts, and the Moderns, 
could not come up to it. 

Whatever Benefit 1 reap from your Abfence, 
^%z^ £tf//> Mutton, Rabbits, and charming Let- 
ters; whatever Trouble, and Vexation, I have to 
undergo, about my Reftlcilhefs, my Dogs, and 
Birds, at your Return, yet [ paQIonatcly wifh for 
it. My Lord Mountague cxpecfts to hear of the 
bleffed Day of your parting by his Country- 
Seat. 

TO 



^ Tiifnfcnt Duki of l^\iN;Yas^)[^m o.ui'l&'^vacv^i 
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To the fame 

I 

1 Should never be eafy^ Madam^ after the Hur-^ 
ry and Diforder of your Vifit^ if i did not 
think thdt the Duke of Richmonls Houfe wotild 
drive the fcurvy Idea of mine out of your Head. 
How is it poffiole^ that a Man, infeded^ with th6 
naftinels of his Dogs, and that of hithfelf , clti be 
endured, by two Perfons who are cleanly^; even 
to a Dii(ba(e ? I am yet more ajfraid of Mr. ViUiers^ 
than of you : However j Madam, I was eitreanily 
^/ad to fee him ; being aiFured that Mr. Milm % 
did not follow you with that difnial Exhortaciofi^ 
with which he has long threatned me. I km 
preparing one for him to live well, Which will 
be at leaft as good, as that which he is to make 
me, to die wdl. I admire the difcretion of mj 
Dogs: They that ufed to devour every Bodj' 
approach'd you, only to pay you their Refpeo 
It was I who thought them this, and it was rathet 
mine, than theirs^ that they paid you. 




Miim Uiaxiixfi ChMflain, 
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^ To the fame. 

OL D Men don't fleep much: when they fee 
you go away at ten at Ni^hc^ they don't 
ileepatalL The Night pafTes with excraordioa- 
ry uneafmeis^ left fome Inconvenience may 
hare befal'n you *'. Not being able^ and yet icls 
.willing, to give me good Nights^ I beg the Fa* 
vour of you^ not to give me bad ones j that is, 
that you woud be pleafed to go away always with 
Suh-lhine^ without expofing your felf to Rob- 
bers. Drunken or Rude People. In Italy, Mujt- 
apha would (hare your Dangers j in England, you 
\ ^lufl run the Rifque all alone. The Reftoration 

of the Knight with the difmal Countenance | 

gives me perfedly new Ideas; When I fee 
^D u:L c I N E A at the Bottom of your Letten, 
the Gafe will be quite another. 



* Madam Mazarin liv^dthen it Chtlfea^ whether fit cbofi 
$0 walk from Town, tbo* late at Night. 
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LETTER 



T O 



Madam de UEncIoSt 



I Have been enquiring after you above this 
Twelve Months of all the World, and no Bo- 
dy can tell me any thing of you. Mr. de U 
Baftidt told me you were very well ; but he adds 
that if you have not now fo many Lovers as for- 
merly, you are content to have a great many 
Friends. The falfity of this laft News, makes me 
doubt the Truth of the firft. You were born to 
Love all the Days of yout Life. There is feme 
refemblance betwixt ^vers and Gamefters ; wba^ 

ever has Imd^ will always leve* If I had beea 
told you were become Godly, 1 could have be- 
liev'd it. This is paffing from a human Faffion^ 
to the love of God, and furniflii-.g Employment 
for the Soul ; but not to love, is a kind of An- 
nihilation^ which can never fute with your Hearts 
ctefirftt 

Bb| I 
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I defire you would inform tne about your 
Healthy your Occupations, and your ^Temper j 
and this in a very long Letter, which mufl con- 
tain but little Morality, and a great deal of 
AfFedion, for your old Friend. They talk here 
as if the Count de Gvammont was dead, which 
louchcs me with a very ftnfible Grief. If you are 
acquainted with BarUn, pray ask him why he 
Prints fo many things under my Name, which 
$re not mine. I hav^ foolifh things enough of 
my own, without takiiig upon me thofe of others. 
They attribute to me a Piece againlt Father Bon- 
flours, which I never fo much as thought o( 
There is no Writer whom 1 cfteem more than 
)iim : Our Language owes more to him, than to 
any Author whacfoever, not excepting Faugelof. 
I pray God the' News of the Count de Gram- 
>»wiir*s Death, may^ prove falfe, and that of your 
llealth, may be true. The Holland Ooz^me fays, 

That the Count d& Lauzun is t9 he married ^ if that 

bad been true, we fhould have had an Account 
of it from Paris ; bcfides Monfieur de Lauz^un is a 
puke, and the Name of Pount do's not agree to 
him. If you will be fo kind as to write me fome 
Account of this, you will oblige me, as well as 
by offering my Relpeds to Monfieur de GouruHk^ 
Jn cafe you ftill fee him. As for News, Relating 
^o Peace and War, I ask you none : I neither 
write any of that Nature my felf, nprdo I receive 
any. Adieu ; the trued and molt faithful of 
yoijr Servants would gain very much by your 
paving no Loversj for he would then be the firft 
of your Friends, in fpite of an Abfence which we 
ioay call eternal* 



AN 



I ... 

MonJieur^G St* Evxemoad* 39.t 



AN 

ANSWER 

T O T H E 

JUDGMENT 

O F 

The Ahhe Renaudot, upon 
Mr. Bzyl€ s Hiftoric aland 
Critical DiSionary. 

He makes Mr. J3 ArLE Speak: 

AFTER having employed my Criticifm, 
upon all forts of People, I expeded as 
much Freedom would be taken in fpeaking of mCj, 
as I ufed in fpeaking of others. But I am agree- 

B b 4 ably 

* 

. *^i/oo«/M ilfr. BAYLE's DICTIO-N A RY flp*^ 
peared in France, the Book-felUri of Paris, who had a mind 
to reprint it, addrcjfed tbemfehes to the Cbancetlor Boucherar« 
in ori^.er to ohtatn a Privil^e ^ and he ordered the Jhlrt Re- 
naudot to examine it, in order to fee if there was nothhg in it 
tigainfi the State^ or the CJtholick Kelipon. Hereupon tb^ 
Jtbhe comfofed ajliort Difcoinfe which vtatfoon Printed, and 
which Mr. B^yle found fo full of Blundcis, Fulftioods, and 
ImY^xiintfxcts^thst he declared, \h2t\i eve> he refuted k, 
it fhould not be till fuch ti»ne ar he undfluoJ tl;iat i\\t Au- 
thor owit'd it to be his, fuch as it was PuMifhcdi Monfieyif 
deSt. Evrem^nd, i^ho always had a particular f/leemfiir 
Mr. Bayle , and who then ( 1697) read his DICTION ^KY 
with a ^r eat deal of fle^nre j vas wiUiVig tQ tak0 the Pains 
to deftnd him n^ainfi Mr, Ijlcnaudoc^ 
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ably furpriz'd to find that the Abb^ RenauJot, who 
durfl not praife h Proteilanc in France^ takes the 
ingenious Method of an apparent Cenfure^ tofa« 
rour alt my Opinions. In eife^^ he purpofely 
finds Fault with me, in a manner that is proper 
to make all the World praife me. But it is not 
enough, to have the Will to oblige me j one muft 
have the Wit and Ingenuity of the Ahbe^ to give fo 
great a Reputation to my Dictionary. 

He fays that I have a mind to eftablifh Pyrrbih 
nlfm I and can one treat a Man who is accufed o{ 
deftroying every thing, more obligingly, than by 
ipaking him eftahlifli fomething? This is flily 
ruining his own Accufation himielf ; this Is jufti- 
fying me with abundance of Art, from the 
Crime he pretends to charge me with. 

You flij^htly pafs, Sir, from I'yrrbpnifm to Obfa^ 
nlticfy wi;h which, I don't believe you arc fcan- 
da]i^cd j you love the Belles Lettres too well, not 
to lead wi:!i l^leafure, Catullwy ?ctronii>is^ and Mar- 
tini ; and ye.t their Writings arc full of Smut and 
Ohfccnicy ; Whereas in mine, you will meet with 
noihing Hut meei Plcafantry, and lictle Liberties 
which arc very Inn-^cent. 

I have no lefs Veneration than you have, for 
the great Z mI of the Irr.hcrs j and I believe you 
have as mean an Opinion of their Learning as I 
have. The Piitb.rs wcregeod Mztiy fiid Scaliger, 
hm they wrc not LejtncJ. Saint A u G u s - 

T I N was an L.novator in the Article of Grace^ in 
the OniiJon of I'dihcv Simon : . ytjfius did not ad- 
mire hinij Ilvl^bes did not at all hiteem hi:n *, 

and 



^ /he I'rrl of Arlington toU Mr Hoblits ont Djf, 
l''7r ht had h^ught &:int Jb GUST I N't fKorks^ v€rf 
C'eap : TliUc cannot be, fahd {Mr. Hobbes, fiw hi 
J r'-'. )r:erihQy coU ygU| yct yott bavt fina piQCf Ibv iOii 

s\ui\ I'.u'v J^i^ worib« . . ,, il. 



I 

Monfieur de Sc Evrcmbnd, 391^ 

aofl you will allow the Funck^ who have fuffered, 
J^erfecution, noc toapprovc an African^ who ad- 
Vifes it. 

I come now to the Change of Religim \ 
with which I am reproached^ and which I con- 
fefs without any Difficulty. I carried away with 
me from the Catholick Religionj ^It that is 
good in it, when I left it ; 1 learnt in the Reformed 
Religion, that which is beft in it, when I em- 
braced it again; and thereby I find my felf in aCon« 
dition at prefent to judge of both. In effed, what-^ 
ever Efteem I have for Mr. Jurieuy I am com- 
monly of the Opinion of Monlieur de Meaitx a- 
gainft his j and though I have a great Value for 
Mr. Arnaudj yet I am often Inclined to be of 
Mr. Claudes fide againft him. 1 will not make an 
end. Sir, without returning you thanks for your 
Favours. I beg the continuance of them in your 
J u DC M BN T s upon my Works. 



A BILLET 

To the Dutchefs of Mazarin, 



IF I can be of any Service to you j if my old 
Age is any way agreeable to a Philofopical 
Dutchefs, who prefers Priams and Nefiors to im- 
pertinent Adcniss ; I will take a Coach to come 
and fee you. If my Ufeleffnefs for your Inteieft, 

and 



*Sw the LIFE of Mr. B J Y L E, added to the 

Eosliih Iranption of his MISCELLANEOUS Re. 

Miii44)c»ifioiied b^ the Comet which appear 'd in D^- 
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and tny Difagreeablenefs for Converfe^ will di( 

rsnfe with my not performing my ordinary Dutj 
(hall fit ftill at my own Fire till Two a Clod 
when I (hall have the Honour of feeing you. 



%i . i ■ ■ I— 1^1^— ^^w^i^iiiw^r 



To the fame. 



THE Pleafure of feeing you3 is the %xt* 
eft that one can defire ; that of waiting fd 
you is not fmall^ and this laft I tafted for eigh 
Hours together at St, James %. I go away^ in or 
der to execute the Commidions which you dome 
the ' Honour to give me. I (hall not fail to be 
with you at the Hour appointed ; ic is too 
much ray Concern not to fail. 



71? the fame. 

AS all the World gives you Fruit, I wouli 
not be the only Pcrfon that gives yd 
none. Receive Peaches from a Man who hasnt 
Garden, with as good a Heart as he gives ya 
them. 1 ought not to have made u^q of the Wor 
Hffart : That Word ought no more to come ot 
of the Mouth of a Man at my Age, than thatc 
Health. But without Heart, and without Healtt 

I am hrJa la mncn 



•r»% 



\ 



Mmfemdc ^^. Bvreu^u. ^^. 



To the fame, 

THerc is an Exprefs arrived, that hys^ Maref- ^ 
chal Boufflers and my Lord Vonland had a fort * 
of an Interview between the two Camps. This 
occafions much Difcourfe in the Park. As for 
me, who have tied my felf down to Events, I 
^eave to the IbllaniS^^ the general Reflexions | 
^he Conjedures to tbe'Sagacious, add thq Pcivi« 
Jlege of ViHons to the Speculative. 



«f"* 



A LETTER 



FROM 



Madam de L'Endos 

T o 

Monfteur de St EvremonA 

I Learn with Pleafure^ that my Soul is more dear 
to you than my Body ; and that your good 
Senfe leads vou always to what is beft. In Truth, 
the Body deferves no further Regard, and the Soul 
](ias yet fome glimmering light chat fupports it, 
and couches it fenfibiy ac the Remembrance of a 
Friend^ whefe lineaments Abfence has not ef* 
fac'da I often tell old Scories^^ in which Men- 
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iieur ^Elbene^ Monfieur de Charleuaf, and t 
Chevalier de Riviere do re^oyce the Moden 
Vou have a (hare in the bed Parts ; but as y( 
are a Modern alfo^ I cake care not to piaife y< 
before the Members of the French Academy , wj 
have declared for jrhe Ancients. I heard of 
Prologue fee to Mufick^ which I woi 
fain (ee upon the Theatre of Paris. The Beaui 
who is che Subjed of it^ would raife Envy 
all chofe who fiiould hear it. ' All our Hel 
have not a Right to be celebraced by a Homer^ ai 
to be always (he Goddeffes of Beauty. I a 
npw got very high : How ihall I defcend agaii 
My dear Friend, oughc we not to make the Hea 
fpeak its own Language ? I aiTure you^ that 
flill love you more tenderly than Philofbpl 
alows. The Ducchefs of Bouillon looks as if fl 
was but Eighcedta : The Spring of Charms ni 
in the Blood of che Max^rins. Now our Kin, 
arp Friends, would not you do well to tal^c 
Trip hicher ? This tp me would be the greate 
Blcifing of che Peace. 



m^m 



i 



Mifnfeur ie St, Bvrenoond. 



LETTER 



T O 



Madam de L'ENCLOS. 



r^i 



I^atre a fenfible Pleafure^ in beholding young^' 
handfom^ and bloomthg Perfons^ who are 
capable of Pleafing, and are proper co touch 
iincerely fuch an old Heart as mine. As there 
has always been a great Refemblance^ between 
your Tafte^ your Humour, your Sentiments^ iind 
minei I believe you will not be difpleafed to fee a 
young Cavalier^ who has the Art of pleaHng all 
our Ladiesc This is the Duke of St. Alkani^ 
whom I defired to vifit you^ as much for hisqwii 
Intereft^ as for yours. If there comes over with Mr. 
Tallardy any of your Friends, of the Merit of our 
Time, to whom I can do any Service ; command 
me. Pray let me know how our old Friend 
MonHeur de GourviUe does. I fuppofe his Affairst 
go well; if he is ill in Healthy I am forry for it.. 

Do&or Morclli, my particular Friend, accom- 
panies the Countefs of Sandwich^ who is going tp^ 
France for her Health. The late Earl of KocbepiVy 
who was my Lady Sandwiches Father^ had more. 
Wit than any Man in England, ^ my Lady Sand* 
mcb has more Wit than her Father had : fhe is as 
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Generous as Witty j as Lovely as Witty and 
nerbus. Here you have one part of her Qualiti 
But I (hall dwell longer on the Phyfician than 
the Patient. 

Seven Cities you know cofltended for the Bi 
of Homer: Seven great Nations contend 
for that of M o r e l l i ; India^ ^gyp^j <4^' 
Ttrfia, Turkey^ Italy y and Sfain. The cold 
tries^ nay even the Temperate ; France, EngUtut 
Germany y have no manner of pretenfion tok.' 
He underftands all the Languages, and fpeafa 
moftofthem. His elevated^ majefiick^ and fi- 
gurative Stiie^ makes me think he was born in the 
Eafiy and that he has learn't all the beft thinfp 
that are among the Europeans. He loves Mo- 
fick paffionacely^ and Poetry to Diftradion: 
In Painting^ he is Curious^ at lead ; but whether 
he underftands it perfe<5):ly^ I know not - As to 
Architecture^ he has Friends who underftand it: 
He is ferioufly Famous in his Profcffion, and 
Capable of Exercifing that of others* I beg of you 
CO facilitate his Acquaintance^ with all your 
celebrated Men : If he has yours, I efteem him 
happy enough ; you cannot make him acquain* 
ted with any Perfon, who has fo fmgular a Merit^ 
as you have. I think Efku^us made one part of his 
Chief-Good^ to confift in chj Remembrance of 
things Paft. There is no Chief- Good for a Man 
of an hundred Years old, like me ; but there are 
ftill Gonfolations left. That of mjr remembring 
you, and all that 1 have heard you (ay, is one ^ 
the greatefl. 
I write you a great many things, which you 
• will not much care for,* I do not confiderthat tney 
will be tedious to you. 'Tis enough that they pleaie 
my felf : I have no reafon to think that at this Age 
they will pleafe others. My merit is tQ content 
my felf j and I am too U^^^^^ in b^ing able to dd 



Monfieur de St. Ei^iemond, 3 9^ 

3t by Writing to you. Pray ufe your Intcrcft to 

^t fome Wine for me^ from Monfieur de Gow'^ 

-vlUe. I lodge with Monfieur de L'Hermitage^ one 

of his Relations ; a very Honeft Man^ who fled 

to England for his Religion. I am forry that 

the Confciences of the French Catbolkks^ could oot 

\ fuflfer him to live at Vartiy or that the Scrupuloi^ 

• liefs of his made him leave it. He certainly d6« 

'ferves the Approbation of his QovXuu 



Madam de UEnclosV 

;A N S W E R 



T O 



Monfieur de St. E VR E M OND* 

HO W could you imagine that tbe. Sight of 
a young Man, would be plc^tSng to me ? 
your Senfes deceive you, as to thofe of others : 
I have forgot every thing except my Friends. If 
the Name of Doctor had not given me Courage, 
I fliould have made you an Anfwcr by the Abbe 
de ILuteftuilky and your Englilh Folks fhould ne- 
ver have heard a Word of me. My Porter told 
them 1 was not at home, and tooK your Letter, 
which.gave me as much Joy, as any I ever rccei- 
Ted from you. How dcfirous you are of having 
good' Winel and how Unhappy am I, who can- 
not fuceeed in Anfwcring youf )Expe<aation! 
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A LETTER 



F R O M 



Madam de L'Enclos 

T O 

Monjieur de St. Evremond 

I Have fent an Anfwcr to your laft Letter, Sir, 
to the Abb6 Du-Bous Correfpondent ; but be 
being at Verfailles^ I am afraid ic was not de* 
liver d to him. I fhould have been very much ir 
Pain about your Health, if I had not had a Vifn 
from Madam <^ BouiIJ$ns good little Library-Keep 
cr, who overwhelmed me with Joy, by fliawiD] 
tt)C a Letter from a Perfon, who thinks of m 
upon your Account. Whatever Reafon I hadii 
my Sickneft, to bu* thankful to the World an 
my Friends, yet I have met with nothing tha 
Affeded me with a more lively Senfe, than ths 
Mark of Kindnefs. Do in this Matter all th- 
you are obliged to do, fince 'tis owing to yc 
that I have received this Favour. Pray let m 
hear from your fclf, whether you have recover 
that Mappinefs, which People enjoy fo little a 
certain Seafons. The Spring can never be dfic 
up, fo long as you have the Frit^nHfliio oJ ths 
amiable Pcrfon, who fuftains )Our I ifj. Ho' 
do I envy thofe who go inro EngLnd \ an«l he 
fliuuld 1 be delighted to dine with you one 

t!CVOI 
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store ! is there not fomething that is Grofs and 
Mean in wifhing for a Dinner ? The Mind has 

Seat Advantages above the Body: However this 
tne Body often furniflies little reliflies which* 
ar^ repeated^ and which relieve the Soul from 
its melancholy Refledions. You have often 
laugh'd at thofe which I made; i have now ba-« 
nifh'd them all. There is no time for them any 
Longer, when one is arriv'd at the laft Period of 
Life : We ought to content our felves with the 
Day in which we live. Near Hopes, whatever 
you may fay of them, are full as much to be 
prized as thofe which are carried further ; for 
they are more fure. Here is fine Morality for 
you : T wifli you good Health : This is the Point 
ro which every thing ought to tend. 



m 



BILLET 



T O T H E 



Diitchefs of Mazarin. 



MY Lord Duke of Devonfiire told Brmii 
that he would fain have the Honour of 
taking leave of you, before he went to his Coun- 
try-§eat j that he was very fure fome People had 

Cc a ^tAs»%^w.\R.^ 
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endeavoured to give you bad ImpreflSons of hi 
which he did not deferve. My Maxim is^ i 
to be pleas'd with abundance of things^ and 
' fliow nothing of it. Threacning one's Eneir 
is delivering one's felf up to him ; or maki 
'thofc our Enemies who would not otherwife 
be fo^ when wc (how them we are difplea 
with them/ God rejeds the Luke-warm^ l 
the World muft bear them. My Lord Devon^ 
would not have fuflfered a Fox to have eat I 
Belly^ as the young Lacedemonian did^ witho 
faying any thing. He has fiiewn no Steddinef 
-but there had been no great Harm in fpeakin 
He would have been forgiven ; and I fancy yi 
will forgive my Lord Devonjhire. I approve yo 
Refolution of living without Debt^ and Cohiifo 
tably. Moi^ey and Merit, are not incomparib 
things : And even tho' they fhould not w( 
agree together, it would be worthy of you, i 
make them good Friends. You have the latti 
in Perfcdion, and I wifh Fortune may giveyc 
the other. You would make better ufe of it tha 
any one alive. 

I fend you a new Book of the Amous 
OF H li N R y THE Great, which is vcr 
well Writ, and very Entertaining. If the Ai 
thorhad not infertcd the whole Confhssio 
OF Monsieur D E S A NCT^ undi 
the Title ofTHnKiNc's Manifest 
UPON HIS Divorce, 1 fhould efteem 
very much, 
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To the fame. 



JjT Y Lord Godolfhin^ having Bufinefs which 
/X he mud neceffarily attend^ and noc being 
s CO go a Fiihing according to Appointmenr^ 
t Diverfion is put off to another time. My 
d Ranelaugb has undertaken to acquaint you 
Ci but however, for the more Security, I write 
1 word of it my felf. The firft of thefe Lords, 

fenc me fix Rabbits, in order to deliver them 
^ou ; One would imagine I was fpeaking of a 
ter. The Pacquet being large, I have kept 

Rabbit to pay the Carriage, or rather the 
:y of Intelligence. I wilh all Givers of In- 
igence, were as Modeft in their Fees, as I am 
nine: One in fix is little enough in all Confci- 
e. My Lord jirran eithec would not, or could 

explain to me the Englifh which is in 
r Letter : He fays he is unhappy in Love^ un- 
:efsful in Courtfliip, and goes backward in 
iiticks ; and that King James i^ not more un* 
py in lofing his three Kingdoms, than he is, 
aving no farther Admiffion into your Houfe. 
[ am not very lucky in ending my Letters, 
tail fay bluntly Hafia. 



Cc? 



7o 



■ r 



f 7^ Mifcellaneous Warkfof 



mmmmmmm 



To the fame. 



» nr^ I S too long, to be two Days wit 
I hearing from you. I have enquired aftei 
twice a Day at St. Jam€s\ without 
ring any thing of you : You will be fo kii 
to lee me hear from you, by the little Sen 
If you are well. I cannoc be ill. Hitherto 
Health, has been the Caufe of mine: I 
that Influence may laft very long. If your E 
which are more Fertile and not fo much ; 
ched by the Sun, as chat of Monthly yield 
any fmall Beans , you would pleafb an App< 
which, for its Imgularity^ may be called a 
cy. You underftand well enough, whs 
meant by Momith Field, fo that I need not 
plain it to you. I leave Don-^ixot there, 
only borrow from him Hajla la Muertc^ 

which I commonly end my Letters* 
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"A LETTER 

FROM 

Madam de UEnclos 
= To MonfieurdQ St. Evremond. 

r • 

THE Abbe du Bois deliver'd me your Let- 
ter^ and fpbke as well of your Stomach, as 
of your Underftanding. There are certain Oc- 
cafions wherein we value the Stomach more than 
. the Underftanding ^ and I confefs^ to my Shame, 
that I reckon you are more happy in enjoying the 
one than the other, I always believed that your 
Judgment would be as Ibng-liv'd as your felf j but 
we cannot be fo certain ot the Health of the Bo« 
dy^ Avithout which there is nothing left but fad 
Reflexions. I find my felf infenfibly ready to be 
ingag'd in them : but I turn to another Subjeft, 
It relates to a pretty Youth, whom the De- 
fire of feeing Perlons of the beft Note in all Coun- 
tries has obliged to leave an oppulent Fami- 
ly without a FarewelK Perhaps you will blame 
his Curiofity j but the thing is done. He under- 
ftands a great many Things ; and is ignorant of 
others, which one of his Age oughc not to know. 
I thought him worthy of paying his Rcfp-fts to 
you, in order to make hioi beg -^ to bj fenfible 
that he has not loft his Time by g ing to England. 
Ufe him well for my Sake. I hive fpoke to his 
elder Brother^ who is my particular Frieiid, to 

C c 4 <ieiire 
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defire him to go and wait on the Dutchefs of Mt 
fnarin and my Lady Harvey, fince they have bea 
pleafed to remember me. 



Monjieur de St. Evremond; 

ANSWER 
To Madam de L'ENCLOS 



I Never faw any Letter chat contained fo mac 
good Senfe'as yours does. You praife th 
Stomach to To much Advantage, that from hence 
forth it will be a fh^me to have a good Undei 
(landing, without having a good Stomach at ch 
fame Time. I am obliged to the Abb6 du Bo 
for having gained me your Efteem by this Ac 
vantageous Charafter. At Eighty Eight Yea 
of Age, I eat Oyfters every Morning : I Dir 
heartily, and Sup tolerably. Heroes are celebr 
ted for lefs Merit than mine. * - - 

When I was young, I admlr'd nothing but tl 
Pleafures of the Mind, being more indiffere 
about the Concerns of the Body, than 1 ought 
have been. Now, I make amends, as much 
is poffible, for the Wrong I was guilty of, eith 
by the Ufe I make of the Body, or the Eftec 
and Friendfhip I have for it. You followed a qui 
other Method : You had fomc Regard for the B 
dy in your Youth j at prefent you arc emplo) 
only about what concerns the Mind. I knc 
not whether you have reafon to value it fo mu 
as you do, I can fcarcc read any thing that 

: .— ^ WOJ 
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worth retaining j I hardly hear any thing faid 
worth liftening to : How miferable foever the 
Senfes are at my Age, yet the Impreflions that 
agreeable Objeds make upon them, do affed me 
much more fenfibly j and we arc much in the 
wrong to go about to mortify them. 'Tis per- 
haps a Jealoufy of Mind, that looks upon their 
Lot to be better than its own. 

Monfieur Bemiery who was the prettied 
Philofopher I ever knew (frett^ Pbilofopber is not a 
common Expreffion ; but his Make, his Stature, 
his Manner, and his Converfation, gave him a juft 
Title to that Efitbet) Monfieur Btrmer, I fay, 
fpeaking of the Mortification of the Senfes, faid 
to me one Day, ^ I will entruft you with a Secret 
^ with which I would not . entruft Madam Je la 

* Sakliere^noT even Mademoifelle Je L'EnclasyWhich 
^ I derive from a fuperior Order^ Til tell it you as 

* a Secret, That Abfiimnce from Fleafure appears to 
^ me a great Sin ' . I was furpriz'd with the No- 
velty of the Syftem j it left however fome Jm- 
premon upon me. If he had continued his Di(^ 
courfe, perhaps he had made me relifh his Dod- 
rine; Continue to me your Friendfhip, which 
has never been impair'd • A rare thing in fo long 
a Commerce as ours has been I 
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A B I L L E 1 

T O T H E 

Duuhfs of M^zarin. 

T^HE dreadful Retirement that you mem 
on to m«^ c^annoc be more lo to yoi 
than it is to me. When you are content^ I ai 
facisfied ; when you have occaHon to lament you 
^ondieion^ rhat is a Reafon for me to lamec 
mine. I expeft tinm your Cqnftancy and Refolu 
tion^ that you will yet bear with Patience the ba 
State of your Affairs for fome Time ; and fron 
your good Senfe^ that the Illufion of deceicfu 
and imaginary Goods will gain no Power ore 
your Mind, Don*c lofe your Ilopes^ Madam 
for your Troubles and Difficulties will have at 
End. Leave off Beer j drink your Winej andlc 
Mujiafha drink^ that his ufual Inrpirations ma] 
come upon him. This will do you more Servia 
againft bad Fortune, than SENECA% Cow* 

SOIATION TO MAKC lA. 



A tBT- 
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A LETTER 

FROM 

Madam De UEnclos 
To Monfieur de St Evreraond 

TH £ Count ie cUrtmkMt gare me a fcofible 
Pleafure^ when he told me that you thought 
of me ; which I really deferve^ becaufe of my 
ct)nftant Afiedion to you. We ihall defenre the 
Praifes of Poftericy for the Duration of our life^ 
and chat of our Friendihip. I fancy 1 (hall live as 
long as you. I am fometimes weary with doing 
always the fame Things and I commend the Sw^s 
who drown'd himfelf for chat Reafon. My 
Friends often check me on this Score^ and ai- 
fure me^ that Dfe is defirable fo long as we enjoy 
Tranquility and a found Mind. Strength of Body 
gives us other Thoughts ; one would prefer that 
to the Strength of the Mind : But every thing is 
ufelefs when we cannot make any Change j tis 
as good to avoid Reflexions, as to make any that 
are of no Ufe« My Lady SanJmcb has given me 
a Thoufand Satbfadions^ by the Happineis I had 
of pleafuig her. I did not believe that upon my 
Decline I could be a fit Companion for a Woman 
of her Age« She has more Wit than all the Wo- 
men in France, and more true Merit. She is go- 
ing to leave us, which makes every one grieve 
that knows her^ and me parucuiariy. If you had 

been 
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been here, we fhould have made Encertainmemsl 
worthy of the pad Time. Madam de Coulangt\m 
undertaken to make your Compliments to the! 
Count de Grammonty by the Cpuntefs de GramfMm\ 
He is fo Young, that i think him as light as when 
he hated fick People, and lov'd them after thqf 
had recovered their Health. Every Body that 
comes from England, fpeaks of the Dutchefs of 
Max^firins Beauty, as they talk here of that rf| 
Mademoifelle de Bellefond, which is now in the 
Bud. You have wedded me to the Dutchefs (rf| 
jMaz,arin, and I cannot hear of her Welfare with* 
out Pieafure. Adieu, Sir j but why is it not ru 
ther Good- Morrow ? For we fhould not die with- 
out firft feeing one another. 



A LETTER 

ff 

T O 

Dr. S I L V E S T R E. 

TH E Dutchefs of Max/irln is fo much in- 
dilpos'd, that fhe cannot write to you with 
her own Hand j and therefore fhe borrows mine, 
and commands mc to tell you, that you have o- 
bliged her extreamly by fending her News of 
your Self, and of your little Caravan. She was 
touched wich your hard Lot at jintweip, in having 
nothing to drink but Burgundy; no Beer, no Mb- 
feOd Wine, no Bourdtaux: She lamented your 
Misfortune. My Lord Montague had the Senti- 
ments of a true Father who fends his Son to 

Travel- 
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TraveL As for jne^ who am accufed of Indiffe- 
rence^ and fometimes of Hard-heartedneA ; I 
vras very glad to hear that my Lord Aiontberfner 
accuftom'd himfelf to Fatigue betimes. The 
Dutchefs of ALz*mn can hardly conceive how a 
Caravan can return without bringing home with 
them Monkeys and Parrots. You found at Am^ 
fierdam a young Monkey^ fo little, and fo tecder^^ 
that it could never have pafs'd the Sea : You faw 
at Breda a wonderful Ape, which the Owners 
would not part with. No Town but had its Ra- 
rity, of which you give as good an Account, as 
the moft exaA German Traveller could have done. 
Let thofe who want Monkeys and Gammons of 
Bacon, apply to Merchants : You Travel as a 
Man of Curiofity ; and I doubt not but your 
Journal will be well fiU'd. 

After I had wrote my Letter, the Dutchefs of 
Adaz,arin has been informed that Monfieur Tujolas 
has met with a very troublefome Accident ; 
which afFeded her very much, as well as me. You 
don't feem as if you defign'd to return ver}' fpeedi- 
ly : From an InfpeAor of Gardens and Buildings, 
you will become for fome time longer an Infpe- 
Aov of Life and Manners. If you return, bring 
Monkeys and Parrots ; if you go to Romey bring 
' Pardons and Beads. 



A LET- 
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A LETTER 



F R O xM 



Madamoijdle De UEnclos 

T o 

Monfieur De St. Evremond, 

How greataLofs have you fuilatn*d, Sir! 
If you were not to be loft your felf, it t 
impoflible you (hould ever be comforted. I hear 
fily condole with you : You have loft an amiable 
Commerce,that fupported you in a foreignCouncry 
What can be done to retrieve fuch a Misfortune: 
They who live long, are liable to fee their Friend 
die. After this, your Parts, your Philofophj 
will ferve to fupport yoiu I am as much couch 
ed with this De^th, as if I had had the Honour o 
the Dutchefs of Mjz^mns Acquaintance. Shi 
thought of me in my SufFcrinj^s: I was touchec 
with that Goodiicis ; and her being fo dear t( 
you, made me love and clteem her. There is m 
Remedy for this Misfortune j nor is there any a 
gainft that which happens to our poor Bodiei 
Take care of yours. Yimv Friends arc pleafed t< 
fee you fo Healthy and ib Will- j for I reckoi 
thofe wife who know how to m.ike thcmfelve 
happy. 1 return you a Tlioulimd Thanks for th 
Tea you were pleafed to fend me. The Humou 
and Gaiety of your Letter pleafed me as muchfl 
yoiirPrcfent. You will foon have my Lndy Sam 
wicb with you again^ whom wc behold with i 
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lundance of Grief jiift on her Departure. I wlfti heir 
JManner of Life may afford you fo'me Confolatiori* 
I don't know the Engllf^ Wsij j bdl this Lady hai 
1>een very much French here; jldieu. Sir a Thou- 
iknd Times. If one could think like Madam ^ 
Cbevrifufe, who fancied when fhe was dying, that 
fte was going to chsit with all her Friends in tM 
other World ; one might receive great Comfort 
from fuch a Thought. 



A LETTER 

FROM 

Madam dc L'ENC L OS 

TO 

Monfieur de St. EvremonA- 

YOUR Letter has fiU'd me with unprofi- 
table Defires, which I did not think my 
felf any longer capable of. The Days fafs awaj^ 
as good Des Yveteaux faid, in Ignorance 
and LazJnefs ; and tbofe Days defiroyj and deprive us 
0/ thefe things 'which wt are fond of. You ex- 
perience this in a cruel Manner. You formerly 

laid, Tiat I fhould die of nothing but Reflexion : I 

endeavour not to make any more, and to forget 
To-morrow the time which I live to Day. Every 
Body tells me, that I have lefs Reafon to com- 
pitff b of time, than another. But however this 
u if My one had propos'd.fuch a Life to n^e. I 

ihould 



/ 
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ihould have Hanged my fclf. And yet no 
wichftanding^ we cling to an iigly Body^ 
nxuch as CO a^ agreeable one: We love to fe 
Eafe and Reft. I have ftill a pretty good Scomac 
I wifli to God I had an Opportunity of tryii 
my Stomach with yours, and of talking of all tl 
Originals that we have known ; the Remembram 
of whom rejoyces me more, than the Prefem 
of abundance of People which I fee; althp' the 
be fomething good in all this^ but in reality^ i 
Refemblance. Monfieur de Clerembaut often as 
me, whether he Refembles his Father^* as to 1 
Parts ? I tell him no : But I hope from his Pr 
fumptioni that he believes this No is to his A 
vantage, and perhaps fome People may think ( 
What Comparifon is there betwixt the prefei 
Age, and that which we have feen ! You wi 
quickly fee my Lady Sandwich ; but I am afrai 
fte goes into the Country. She knows all that yc 
think of her. My Lady Sandwich will tell yc 
more News of this Country than L She has cxi 
min'd and founded every Thing to the bottor 
She perfectly knows all my Haunts, and has fouii 
the way not to be a Stranger here. 
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Monfieur de St Evremond'j 

ANSWER 

To Madam de L'Enclos. 

TH £ laft Letter J receive from Madam de 
VEnclcs, feems to me to be always the befl^ 
and this is not becaufe the Senfe of the prefent 
Pleafure prevails above the Remembrance of the 
pad ; but the true Rcafon is^ becaufe your Mind 
receives new Improvement and Vigour every Da^. 
If it be with your Body as it is with your Miod, I 
ihall but ill maintain the ilruggle you mention 
for the beft Stomach. I was willing to make a 
Try al of mine againft that of my Lady SanJwict, 
at a great Entertainment at my Lord Jtrfejs • 
and I was not worfted. All the World knows 
my Lady Sandwich's Wit ; and I am convinced 
of her good Tafte, by the extraordinary Efteem 
Ihe has for you. She did not get the better of me in 
the Praifes which fhe gave you3 any more than in 
Appetite. You are of all Countries; as much e- 
Aeemed at London, as at Paris. You are of all 
Times ; and when I alledge you for the Honour 
of mine^ the young People immediately name 
you to give the Advantage to theirs. Thus you 
are Miftrefs both of the prefent and the paft ; I 
wi(h with all my Soul you had a confiderable 
Power over the Future ! It is not Reputation that 
I have now in view ; this is (ecur'd to you in all 
^tlmes .* I am thinking of a Thing that is more 
1 If Jmni that isj Life, of which Eight Days 

D d ara 
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arc tnore worth, than Eight Centuries of Glor 

after Death. If any one had formerly proposed to you 
live as you now doy you would have hangd your ftl 

;(the Sxpreffionxharmfs me) and yet you contei 
your fell with' £^/J and ^ier, after having tafte 
the moft lively Pleafures, 

Ttjpre is not one who has a greater Value f( 
Youth than I have : as I have nothing of it bi 
the Remembrance, I fojlow your Example ; at 
make the moft of the Prefent that I can. Wou 
to God the Dutchefs of Max/irin had been of oi 
Mind ! for then ihe (hould have been alive ftill 
but Ihe would needs die the greateft Beauty i 
the World.My Lady Sandwich goes into the Com 
try : ihe goes from hence as much admired 2 
London, as (he was at Paris. Live; for Life 
good, when it is without Pain* Pray fend di 
enclosed Billet to the Abb6 de Hautefeuille at d: 
Dutchefs of Bouillons. I fometimes fee the AU 
du Boiss Friends, who complain he has forge 
them : Pray affure him of my nioft humble R( 
fpcfts. 
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A LETTER 



FROM 



Monfieur de St. Evremond 

T O T H E 

Marquis de CanaplesJ 

I know not. Sir, whether you have received 
the Letter which I did my felf the Honour 
" to write to vpu *, to return you my moft humble 
• Thanks forflie moft obliging Offers that could be 
' made. I wiih I was in a Condition to accept 
of them. Nature, to which I have had fo much 
reafon to be grateful, is juft upon the point of 
withdrawing her Favours, and of treating me as 
(he did the Dutchefs oiMaz^arin. This was unmer- 
ciful to Madam Mazarin, who was as handfome as 
evier, and the fame (he was when you faw her : 
She was very little concern'd for the Injuftice 
that fhe did her ; for never Perfon died with (b 
much Refignation and Refolution. I mourn foe 
the Lois of her every Day. She often repeated a 
Verfe of La Fentainej which, I doubt not, fhe 
had made ufe of with regard to me^ but wtuch I 
cannot with regard to her : 

D d z Ufm§ 
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upon the Wings of Ttme^ Grief flies awayi 

I wifli I could do what (he would have don 
and what I ihsill never be able to do. The Co 
(ideration of what fhe owed me, has no part 
iriy Complaints. When I reflcd that the Nic( 
and Heirefs of Cardinal Mazmn had need of n 
on certain Occafions for her Subfiftance^ I mal 
Chriftian Reflexions, which will be for the goc 
of my Soul> if they are of no effe<% cowards a 
Payment. 



A LETTER 

FROM 

Madam de L'Enolos 
To Monfieur deSt. Evremond 

WI T is Tery dangerous in Friendfhip ! Yoc 
Letter would have undone any one but ro 
felf# I know your lively atid furprifing Imagioa 
tion ; and I was even forc*d to call to mind tha 
Lueian has writ in praife of a Fiy^ in order t 
make your Stile familiar to me. I wifh to Go 
you could think of me, what you fay of roe 
I could difpenfe wich all Nations. Aiv 
indeed *tis to you that the Glory of al 
this is to be afcrib'd. Yoifir laft Letter is a Maflei 
Piece : it has been the Subjed of all the Convei 
fations that have been had in my Chamber cb 
Month. You return to Youth : you do very we 
CO love i|t Phllolo^hy (uits well with Sprighdinei 
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of Wit. Tis not enough to be WMc, we touft 
likewife plcafe at the. iame Time j and I am well 
aflured, you will always pleafe^ fo long as you 
chink as you do. Few People are able to refift Old 
Age : I fancy I am not yet funk under the 
Weight of it. I c6uld wifh with you, that 
the Dutchefs of Maz^rin had regarded Life in it 
feif, without thinking of her Face, which would 
have been lovely to the lafi, tho' good Senfe ha4 
come in the room of fome fewer Charms. My 
Lady Sandwich will always keep up the Force of 
her Wit, when fhe lofes Youth j at lead I am of 
that Mind. AdieUf Sir : When you fee the Coun- . 
tefs of Sandwichy make her remember me ; for I 
ihould be much troubled to be forgotten by her. 



A L E T T E R 

T O 

MyLordMONTAlGVE. 

NO Perfon can be more feniible than I am of 
the Honour of being remembred by you. 
There is not one Word in your Letter that 
does not pleafe me, except where you tell me^ 
that you eat Trufles every Day. Icouldnoc 
forbear crying, when I thought of my eating theme 
with the Dutchefs of Maz^in j I reprefented her 
to my felf, with all her Charms ; I thought I was 
at Bougbtm : The Uik and the CroeodiUs appeared 
to me. I cannot continue this Difcourfe with« 
put Sorrow } and therefore I muft give it over. 
My Lady Sandwich has been at Windfir thefe Nine 

Dd J w.. 
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or Ten Days. I fent her your Letter : If (he re* 
turns to London^ as 'tis probable fhe will^ I ihal 
not fail^ My Lord^ to tell her of the Mufick aal 
^ ihe Trufles that wait for her. I doubt not bit 
Dr. Silvefire has caufed thefe Pieces of Cmli 
ivhich he brought wich him^ to be play'd over 
' which will make us defpife the C HACOOl 
of Galatea, and the LOG I STI L L of A 
hnJ. WeexpeAedDn Sihefire would be all upo 
his Architedrure and Painting: but he has deceiv' 
us; for dreUi has taken the Place of Michael A 
^elo, and of Raphael. I wifh the DoAor would t 
[b kind as to Tranflate for me fome Chapter ( 
the Author, who has taught us the Way not i 
die *. I have no Hopes but in him. All d 
Dddors, Apothecaries^ and Surgeons >are angry i 
DiftraAion at him, for difpofing of Death i 
their Prejudice. I wifh^ My Lord^ ^ I could pn 
lit any thing by his Inftrudions^ and live d 

M I L L E A N o s of the Spaniards, that I mig 

continue fo long vour moil Humble and mod ( 
bedient Servant. 
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BILLET 



T O 



Mr. DBS MAFIEAUX. 



I Return you the Book^ Sir^ which h^s been 
printe^t Varis^ under my Name * There 
is nothing of mine in all that Volume^ but 
the beginning of the Parallel between 
T H E Prince OF GoNDE AND the 
Mareschal deTurhnne jand that is 
quite changed. The Letter on' the Death 
of the Dutchefs of Maz^nin, is the Thing in the 
World that I (hould have been the fartheft from 
writing : I qever fo much as thought on fuch a 
Thing. 

You may confidently anfwer your Friends in 
Holland^ that THE Memoirs of thk 
Life of the Count D***. and the 
Saint-Evremonianta, are none of 
mine : There is not one Line in this laft that futes 
me< As to the other Books which are attributed 
to me, I have marked on your Copy, the Pieces 
^^^_^ D d 4 thac 

* RECUEIL d*Ouvrages d« Monfieiir dt Saint Ivra- 
mont qui Q*oiit pai encoro tit publiez, frmtei in th$ tfOf 

next. 
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that are not mine ; and you know that the Go^ 
nuine ones are iluffed with fo many Faults^ thtt 
I fcarce know my felf any longer in them. Yoa 
have engag'd me in the CorreAion of them ; aol 
I have been labouring at it thefe three Month, 
without being able to mend all the Faults. How* 
evei;, I £ball continue to revife chem^ iince thit 
obliges you. 



BILLET 



T O 



Dr. S I L V E S T R E. 

BE fatisBed, Sir, with your Merit of Infpedor, 
and don't encroach upon mine. I leave you 
your ArchitcAure and Painting; but pray don't di« 
fturb me upon thcO'eigraphj of Gad-Eat ing. However 
I muft confefs,that y«ur Heath-Cocks jour Oyftersj 
your Salmon^y our Fruits^and the reft of that delici- 
ous Abundance which you memion to me, give you 
fome Right to infult me, and leave me no Relief, 
but in attributing all your Advantages to the Dh 
region and Magnificence of My Lord. Let km 

Thing fleafe My Lord Montaigue, and dant traubU 
jm Hiai any further ; wbatwn ExfciM is to h made j 

- ' v/batever 
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u^battver Can, wbatwer Induftry is to he Empbfm 
^d to have it, ym will he fur e not togowitbmit^ 

Thefe are the very JVords of the late Dutchefs of 
Jktaz^arin, which are as good as Oracles^ and which 
^vere never more juft than on this Occafion. I 
never defired axiy thing fo eamefUy as to go to 
JBBugbton, to fee my Lord^ the good Company 
and Learning in its full Luftre^ when Mr. le Vsjjir 
is there : I do not look uponmyfelfas any things 
l>ecaufe I don't underftand Greek. 






To the fame. 

IF my new Infirmities, or rather my old ones 
which ace very much grown upon me, had 
iiot hindrcd me from going to Bough$on, I fliould 
have been as happy as a Man almoit a Hundred 
Years of Age can be. I lofe a Thoufand Plea* 
fures which are all to my Tafte. That of feeing^ 
the fine Houfe, the fine Water- Works, the fine 
. Ducks, would have pleafed me extreamly, alcho* 
I be but an indifferent Infpedor. But you will 
; eafily guefs the greateft of all, and that is being 
' with My Lord Montaigue, to enjoy his Converfa- 
tion twice a day, before and after the beft Cheer 
in the World. No Perfon-ever merited to be 
fnore Magnificently receiv'd , and more Hand* 
fomly entertain'd, than My Lady Sandwich ; no 
Man was ever more proper to receive and enter- 
tain her well, than My Lord Montaigue. I hope 
theCarcadejtheOdogon,the Water- Sheafs/,and the 
Water-Spouts^ fl[aU ^ve made My Lady Sandwich 
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forget France. And as My Lord is very Hap| 
in infpiring his Tafte^ and his Defigns^ as to Bui 
dings and Gardens^ 1 don't queftion but ihe wi 
foon undertake fome new Work at Inchinbrooi 
which will not be behind thofe of Bougbtony i 
any Refped. It is impofible for any one to I 
more Senfible than I am of the Honour of her Ri 
membrance. There was nothing waoting to pe 
fed tny GrieO for not having feen Boughton ai 
the Mafter of the Place; but my not having fee 
hchinhooke, and its Miflrefs^ who is the greate 
Ornament of all the Places where (he is. 

If the poor Dutchefs of Mazuirin, had bee 
yet alive^ fhe would have had Peaches , of whic 
file would not have fail'd to give me a (hare ; ill 
would have had Trufles, which I (houid have « 
with her j not to mention the Carps of NcwImi 
I muft make up the Lofs of fo many Advantage 
by eh^Sundays andWednefdays of Montaigu€-H<4 
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LETTER 



T O 



: Prince Maurice d'jfuvergne\ 



I Had always heard that Friendfhip never af« 
cended ; an Opinion founded on fome Ob- 
feryations. That Fathers love their Children, 
better than they are beloved by them. As to Fa- 
thers, I have nothing to fay againft it j but I find 
the Proverb to be falfe by my own Experience, 
with Regard to Grandfathers. The Friendfhip of 
my Grand' child ^ does not flop at the firft Degree j 
it afcends with all its force, till it arrives at the 
Crand^Fapa !• What do*s one do in order to 
pleafe him ? one gives excellent Wine at Lm^ 
Jon } one fends the beft Tea from HoUand ; one 
writes firfl. I could pufh this One very Ux ; 

but 



^ The Count d'Auvergnt's Elivr Son. He died at th$ 
Ha^ue, a few days after Mr* de ft» Evrcmond fenthim thU 
"Letter. 

t Prince Maurice, ufei to r^/ifrf deS^Evitmondj Us 
GruiA«P9p9u 
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but I chufe to ^uit chat manner of writing in 
third Perfon^ which was introduced at Court 
Monfieur de Turenney and has been kept up ai 
his Death by thofe that belong to his Family ;' 
I chufe to quit it on purpofe to upbraid you & 
TcAly, thereby to ihew you the Tendernefs of i 
Grand-Papa. How could you leave England, to p 
into Holland, and get a Fever? If you had ftaidtt 
Lmdon, our DoAor had certainly prevented yctt 
Diftemper^ by the ordinary Diet which he pre- 
fcribes^ and obferves himfelf • He would have or* 
der'd for you in your ownChambera Health-Soop» 
with a goodCapon^aKnuckle of Vea!^ Sellery and 
Succhory. He would have order'd Two Patridges, 
to be roafted for vou^or Th^e if I had been there, 
well Larded ana of a high Relifh. He would 
have added an Hetudeau^ and a Dove-Coat Pigeoo 
for each of u$. The Wine oiVillitrs, taken mod^ 
rately would have made part of an honefl Sim- 

Slicity, and neccffar^ for preferving healdi 
lut the dear Doftor is jud entring my Chamber; 
and fmce he cannot ac prefent hinder the Diftem- 
per, he is going to tell you the Remedies yoa 
muft make uie of for your Recovery^ &c. 



*M««I 
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LETTER 



T O 



'Mr.DES MAIZEAUX. 



1 X Am forry. Sir, I did not fend you your Book 
^ I of Mr, Bayle t fooner, tha( I might have 
£ fpared you the Trouble offending for it. I 

2 have read it with abundance of Pleafure. All 
chat you do me the Favour to fend me^ is fo well 
chofen^ that there's no lefs Satisfadion than In« 
Arudion to be gain'd^ from reading it ; efpecial* 
ly when they are any of Mi\ Bayk s Works. He 

£ives fuch an agreeable Turn to his profound 
earning, that one is never weary of him, 'Tis 
^ue^ his Chronological Difcuilions tire me a little: 
l>ut they are neceflary to Hiftorians ; and I fooa 
find wherewithal to make amends in what comes 
^fter. How charming wou'd Reading be, if all 
JVuchors had fo much Delicacy and Judgment as 

he 



t The Hiflcrical and Critical DICTIONARY, of 
Mbejccond Edition^ 
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he has ! But inftead of thofe rare Qualitiesi we 
find in moft of them only a confufed Knowledge, 
a falfe Tafle^ a ridiculous Conceitedneis. 

How great a Folly 'tis to pore 

On what befel in Days of Yore ! 

But 'tis a greater Folly far^ 

To think Pofterity will care 

T efpoufe our Caufe and right thofe Ills^ 

Which from the prefent Age one feels. 

This Man delights in what is paft^ 
And that in what won't come in hafte : , 
A wifer Head than mine muft fhew^ 
Which is the biggeft Fool o'th 'two. 

There goes a walking Library, 
Whofe Reading's boundlefs as the Sea^ 
Whofe Erudition is immenfe. 
Without one Spark of Wit or Senfe j 
Why, let the Vulgar gape and ftare ^ 
I have no Notion on*c, I Swear. 
But B /I Y L E is wondrous in his Way, 
Who, equally Profound and Gay, 
Refers it to my Appetite 
To chufe Inftruaion or Delight. 

Your Fine Gentlemen, as they are call'd, bate 
certain Faults, which are pretty near a-kin to tbe 
falfe Tafte and ridiculous Vanity of Book-leamed 
Men. 

Birth I efteem ; but if it makes Men vaifli 
Merit is loft, the* Quality remain. ( Eye! 

When thefe two meet, how charming to th 
But Fate too oft this ]\xr\&\on does deny. 
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One, without choice, is lav4(h in Expcnee,^ 
Too much of Luxury has fpoil'd his Senfe ; 
While in another's Grandeur we may find 
A Tafte moft exquifite, with Neatneh joyn^d. 
, The leaft Refemblance of the firft beware^ 
And imitate the laft with utmoit Care* / 

But can we thus Felicity attain. 

Or the trae Good by this our ConduA gaiii ? 

Tis what we've no Experience of : Mankind 

This true Felicity cou'd never find j 

In vain we fearch of Earth and Sea the Hoards j 

Nor Earth nor Sea this precious Gem affords. 

Indeed, nothing but a perfed Refignation to 
the Will of Providence, can make us truly Hap- 

py- 

Let's calmly live without a Mpan ; 

For as Malherbe con fed. 
To will what God m/iV/'s, is alone 

The Science that gi'vet Refi t» 

But is it not contrary to the Will of that Pro^ 
idence, to perfecute one another in the moft bar- 
arous Manner, becaufe we are not of the fame 
Opinion in Religion ? as if Perfuafion ought to 
feretch farther than Convidionj and it were in 
ur Power, to believe what we pleafe. Yec 
hefe Evils will never have an End, till the an- 
ient Rights Religion had once over our Hearty 
xe reftored ^ her again. In- 



f Malherbe in bis Confolaiion to Mr. du Pcrier, nfon tie 
^sath of hu Daughter. 
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Iiiftead of reviling and calling to naughe 
Our Neighbour about his Belief, 

Let us look what his Life is, and not what 

rThou| 
And unite in good Deeds ; that's the Chu 

In the laft Conrerfacion we had togedii 
you told me fome Particulars, conccrniisg c 
Roman C'JB op the RosejI ihould 
glad CO foe them morcat lengch. 
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FROM 



Mr. DES MMZMjt/X, 



T O 



Mr. de St, EVREMOND; 



^ncerniflg thd 



Romance of the R O^ E* 

I Here fend you, Sir, the Particulars you deS 
flrcd of me^ concerning the Roma nce 
>FTH£ R<>SE. They did nQC coft mo 
nuch Pains. Three or four of our French Au- 
hors furnifh'd me vCrith mOft of theiii ; and t 
lad little more to do^ but to coUeft them^ 
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The Romance ©p the Rose,! 
properly. lpeakini;» a Courfe of Love- Phtlofoph 
that is, a Syilem of Love , or, to fpeak as our o 
Authors do, The Commandments of Levey in 
Jer 10 come at Enjoyment. This work was begi 
by William de Lorris ( i ), and finiflied by f^i 
Clofinely firnamed de Meun^ becaufe he was boi 
at Metm^ upon the Loire (x).. Some pretend th 
he* got the Name of do finely by being Lam 
Wiiiam de Lorris (}) undertook that Work I 
pkafe a Lady, with whom he was in Lore 
btxthedied in the Year 1260, without ham 
been able to finifli it. John de Meun continued : 
forty Years after the Dedth of Lorris^ as he tel 
us himfelf in the prophetical Complaint of Lori 
John de Meun^ was a Man of great Learnin] 
Me was of the Order of the . Domima 
JMars, a DoAor of Divinity, and withal a grc 
Orator, Phiiofopher and Mathematician. N 
wrote many Books, and made feveral Tranflatioi 
(4)^ and among others, that of Boetius de Conf^l 
tione Pbilofofhiofy which he Dedicated to Philip u 
Fair, i hert fet down the beginning ot h 
Dedication, where he fpeaks of the Works whic 
he had already compofed ( j J: To your Royal Mi 
jcfiy^ moj$. Noble Prince^ by the Grace of God King i 

V K ANCI 



( I) He was a Native of the City o/Lorris in tbcGitvm 
and 'tis likely be took his Name from thtnce. 

(%) ^e Pauchet's Recueil dw anckns Po«cet FnuMoii^i 
h'CroMi iu Maine, in bis Aibliocheque dea Auteura Fraocoti 

( 3 ) Fauohet and la Croix du Maine^ fay h$ was 
Lawjer. 

n i 4J ^ou nt.17 fee the Title of them in la Croin du Mail 
( 5 ) FaucYvci uti fu{Ycu 
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France^ Philip tie Fourth, I Johtt de Miang 
( who formerly upon Jealoufas futtmg BdaCGoil 44 
FrifoHy taught how to take the Cdfiky ani gather thi 
Refe I and ttan^itUfrem Latin into Frenth^ Vegoti« 
us de re milirari^ and the JVonders of Ireland, «jri( 
the Letteri 
and Aelred^ 
now fend 

ha've tianflated into French alt bo you underfiand Latik 
n/ery welly &c. 

Tbofe two Authors are generally t&ttmfA 
by all our Writers. Pafqukr prefers them to all 
the Poets oi Italy. ^ In the Reign . of Sstnt l^twi^^ 
" fays he (1)3 we had William de Ijerry^ and ft* 
chat of Vbilif the Fair we bad John de MebtUt^ 
whom fome of our Authors (%) have compareia 
to Dante the Italian Poet : And for my pare 'I 
ihould be very willing to fet theni \xp againfE 
all the Poets of Italy^ whether on account oi^ 
their marrowy Senceflces, or . their > elegant 
Expreffions^ altho' the general Oecoiidmy, does 
not referable that Jwhich we pradife at tHia 
Day^ Do you feek Natural or Moral Pbilofo<^ 
phy i yon will find iri them as much as they 
have Occafion for. Would yon i > have fomd 
wife Strokes^ or would you have Strokes ot 
Folly ? you will find them there in abundance; 
but Strokes of Folly for which you may be the 
wifer. When even they have Occafion to 
mention any thing of Divinity^ you will find 
they are no Apprentices at it. And fomd 
(ince their time^ have been in great Vogue^ 
I who enriched themfelves w|th their Featners 

£ e 2 withooc 
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^ without taking notice of it. Wherefore th< 

^ Jiave preferved both their Works and the 

f Fame to chi2 Day 3, among an infinite Numb 
^ of others, who have been buried in Years^ wic 

^ in the Coffin of Darknefs.. dement Ma 
^ would needs make them fpeak the Language 

■^ ourtime^i) order to engage your effeminate a: 
^ trifling Spaiks^ to read this Rowavce : which 
^ nothing eUe but a Dream^ whereof, the chi 
* Subjed is Love j in whicli you cann 

'* fufliciently praife the Invention. For 
^reality; the EiFeds of Love are between ii 

, ^ nothing elfe but true . Dreams. This is tl 
^ Reafon why IVilUam de Lorry prefuppd 
^ that it was in the Springy which is the Scafi 
^ exprefly dedicated to that Exercife. This Ai 
^ thor had not Letfure to advance his Book vei 
^ far : but ia that little which he has left us {i, 

^ heis, if:l may venture to fay fo^ inimitabki 
' his Defcnptions. Read that of the Spring, a; 
^ then that of Time ; I defy all the Ancienrs, ai 
^ thofe who fliall come after us, to make any cli 
' excel them. John de Mernn had more Learnii 
^ than Lorry y and had Hkewife more Letfure ai 
' Matter than his PredeceiTor. 

Father£0i/i&0/#rj,fpealcinolefs to their Advantaj 
than Pafyuier : The Autbors^ fays he ( ± ), who fi 
rifljeJin the Reigns of St. Lewis, and Philip the Fi 
iegan to polijh a little oitr language : Tou may t:; 
guefs tbe/e firjl Emhellifljments were 'vtry Simfle^ in . 
jige wbtrein reigned SimfUciiy . But in fnty as fvt 

• as tbey were^ tbay were nevertheltfs real Eml^ellifljmtf 
Tie mofi famous of tbofe jiutbars, and' b^, to whm 

* '-" ■• . • Lan9U' 



( I ) He wrote hut about ^ a Fifth Part of it, 
( 1 ) E tieiu d* Arifl; & d' Eugeae j II. Enttet, f 
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Language ewes its firjt Bekuties^ itras Jetrft- dc Mcuii: 
fimamed the Father and: hiventor of Fr'entb EhjttehcJi 
The Romance of diellofe, which he cornmuei after 
the Death of William de Lorris, is the Jlrfi FrencB 
Book that bid any Reputation. ' It wafitdt only efteem^ 
tdfor Eb'g^ncy of StiUy *huf alfo foY 4i gireA fiock ^ 
Learning 'y forfome ha'Oe fought MyPerhtiribimwhi^ 
are heyond Gallantry f ami which the :AuitAr frobabty 
h:jd nfuer in his thoughts : But there art nevkrii^:hrHn£ 
Seekers of Allegories, any more than Seekers oftbt^Hlom 
fipbtrs Stone* • . ■ * •' • •••■* -^ 

However 'tis certain the Chymifts- -pretended 
they had found the Philofophers Stone in this Ro- 
mance ; Qor ought th\5 CO furprize as^ (ince they 
fee it clearly in the S.o n g o f vS o to A o n. 
Others have diverted themfelves with difcovering 
injta kind, of Moral Divinity ( i )^ ^ But thd 
jiacnous Gerfon^ Chancellor of th^ Uaiver&y lof 
Paris^ very far from that Qpihipi}|>:\9Qkt upof\it 
as a very dangerous ^opk^nd wrote a £)iilertati0if 
on purpofe to decry it :( 2 )• . In tine^ th^re wer^ 
People who took it to "be 2 Satyr dgainft'the fair" 
Sex^ apd refuted it with all thqir!.. might $ as* 
Martin Franc, who publiJQied SI -Book aft^r Atcuni 
Death^entituled theLadiesCih A.Ntr> ion* 
( 3 ). He was not altogether JnAthe wrongi 
John de Meun had ke|;^/;Meafures fo . little j witJf 
the Women in that Work^ that tbey refplved ta 

3Rc} be 



( 1) See the Difeourfe which is at the hegirmir^ ^f th^ 
Edition of the Romance of .the Roie, printed at P^is tj 
Galliot duPie, in the Tisar i^z^t O^iivo. 

( X ) La Croix du Maioe. 

( 3 ) Martin Franc, a Native of the County of Aumale tf| 
l^ormandr , was Ihrvvojt ajU Canon^ o/Lauzaoue. See Faucket 
s^d la Croix du Maioe. 
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be refvenged on him. The Prefidenc Faucbety whP 
|uis preferved us this Story, tells it in fo fimple 
and vaxQt2\ a manner^ that I fliall make ufe of his 
pwn Words. 

. / Join deMeun, fays he, was like to be paU 
*f in the fame Coin chat his Mafler Owd was; 
f for fomeof the Ladies at Court who lay undei 
fa bad Fame, Monks, Hypocrites, and otha 
f debauched^ People, whom he had lafh'd in ho 
' Book, raifed up a great many Enemies againfl 
^ him. The Ladies being vexed at thefe two bi- 
i -tiflg Lines, 

* AU.of-you are^ wiU he^ or have ieen, 
^ Wborei in Deed, or in WiU j 

f refolved one Day to chaftile him for them 
^ 'From which Defign he cleverly deliverd himleil 
^ in this Mafin6r. John de lAeun, being comeic 
^ Court on fome Bufmefs, was ftopc by the La 
^ dies in one of the Chambers of the King's Pa 

* lace; being furrounded by feveral Lords; wh< 
^' in order to be in their good Graces, had pro 

* miftd to point him out, and not to hinder thci 
^ punifhing him after what manner they pleafe< 
^ But John Y/eMf»»' feeing them holding Rods i 
^ their Hands,, and preffing the Gentlemen i 
^ make him ftrip, begg d they would grant hii 
^ but one Requeft j fwearing that on that Cor 

* dition he would not ask any Abatement of tl 

* Puhiflimem they were ready to inflict on hii 

* ( which he had not deferved ) but on the coi 

* trary the Heightning of it* which was graotc 

* with great Difficulty, and at the earneft R( 

* queft of the Lords. Then Jchn begun to nl 

* tochem in this Manner : My Ladies , fii»cfl 
^ muft receive Chaftifement, I ought^i 

{ it from thofe whom J have offended 
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^ have fpoken only of 111 Women^ gnd not of 
f you here, who are all of you handfoqae^ diC- 

* creet and Tinuous : Wherefore flip . R{nong 
^ you that finds herfeljF .offended thejmoft, let 
^ her begin to ftrike^ as the might^eft . Whore of 
^ all thofe whom I have blamedt o There was 
^ not one of them all who would take the Ho- 
*. iiour of beginning firft^ being afr9i4 of be^r- 
^ ing that infamous Title. And jFi^ji^-^efcaped^ 
^ leaving the Ladies cover'd with Shame and 
^: Confufion^ and givikig, the. Lords thcfefu-efenr^ 
^ a fufficient Caufe for. Latighter : For ihere were 
^ fome of -them who thought fuch. ori'fuch a 

* Lady ought to begin; but thofe;. :wh^ were 
^ better adfifed, diverted this Judgme^it^ i^o avoid 
^ the Strife thac muft hai[e followed upon it. 

You fee by this. Sic,, tbv. jF#V[^/ M^uth join'd 
to a fine and delicate Satyr a great Frefeoce of 
Mind : Whiqh two Taletits don't always .|;o to- 
^gether. The Trick he play'd to the Dominicans, 
will give you a'fullerld^a .of the M^^» He h%l 
^rfer'd by hi^ tail Will *id' Teftamjijt (fc). , that 
.rhey ihould bury him in their Chur^hj and left 
them a Trunk with all thtt was in it, on condi- 
;(ion neverthelefi| that it ihould not come into 
iheir Hands, till after he Ihould be buried. Scarce 
^was the Ceremony over^ but the Dominicans went 
to enquire abbut this Trunk ; and they found no- 
thing in it but Slates, which 'tis, likely he had 
made ufe of to draw Mathematical Figures upon. 
This enraged them to fuch a Degree, that they 
dug up his Corps ; but the Court of Parliament 
having notice of it, order'd that it fhould be ho- 
nourably interred in the Cloyfter of the Convent, 
notwithltanding ail the Oppofition of thofe good 
Friars. * 

E e 4 T H ]^ 
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(i) S$€ Fauchet. 
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The Romance of the- Rose wi 
made Profc by John Mdulmet (r >, ^ho cnrich'i 
it with feveral Allegories of his own Invenrion 

I had forgot to cell you^ Sir, that the Lao 
guage of all the printed Copies of the Ro 
MANCE'OF THE RosE, is difFeretit froa 
vrhat it wa$ at firft. It was changed into a mon 
inod.ern Fretich ( 2 ), and this is al(b the Reafoe 
v^hy the printed Copies differ fo much from 
one another; every Bookfetler having caufednev 
Alterations to be made in his. We have at* 
ready fcen thzt Pafyuier in his Reeha* 
cbes^ blames Marot . for having revifed it ; Hs 
exprefles himfelf yet more vehemently in hii 
Letters ( | ) • Then is not^ fays he^ « Usmed AL^ 
0imong us^ who dos ntt read the learned Writings ^ 
'Mr. Allan Chartier^ ..... and who do's net htfj^ 
the Romance op the K o s e^^ v^tichi 
heartily wijh Clement Marot^ kj a ridicmlcus IA> 
ture of old and new LAnguage^ had not taken upon hm 
to death after the modern French Fafhion. And yo 

it is cercain, others had been employed in thi! 
before him. I have e^en obfetved^ that the Ma- 
nufcripts have been chajhged^ as well as the Prirv 
ted Copies ; and it is hard to meet with any 
them that have efcaped the indifcreet Diligeno 
of thofe Revifers. They thought to make tix 
^Work better, and they only fpoiled it* We can 

* no 



(i) A Canon of Valeuciennes. He flourifici about r! 
year X480. Sec la Croix du Maine. 



( 2 ) La Croiadu 't,Wme^uli fufra. 



(Z)Book IL in tic letter te Mr. Cuj^s p: ». ipi 
105. • • ' 
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lot now judge by thofe rerifed .Cojnes of the 
>tace of our Language^ ia the chirieench Cento* 
7 . That Simplicity and Agreeahlenefs which 
it then had, nocwithftanding all itslmperfedion^ 
las been taken from it. 'Tis almoft the fiime 
hing as if one at this Day, ihoold fee about 
reviimg our Authoics of the Fifteenth and Six- 
:eenth Centuries in-order to bring them nearer 
:o our modqn JlJanguage. Cbanctr that moft 
ancient and celebrated Emgtif^ Poet (i>, hath 
:ranflated a good part of tm' Komakci X>f 
r H & R OS E. 1 (hall fet down here fome ' 
Verfes of the Beginning : 

. S0mi wtmtKaine tiraf to ItDttttttiiiBf , . ^ 
2C|)t; ni^ btft foUtd ano Icfinsf 
SBatnunnc ma? Ycme nDcnm fene 
CQIl^tcti fiaroli; t|;at falfe ne bens 
IBiit affcjtoarD bcu apparanht'* 
'E^B mai? HI ojatuto tnarrattet 

an <am|ionr tj!^t |^t0!;c 9attobc< , ' 
SLtiat l^lt tipr ittmtz falfe ne lce9 
jiBut nnii0tti vis Vst amQoun 
SL^at toljtlom met Hf n 9; c'fjjripnn. 

apu 19^0 fo li^tfli, ojibjcntti) it be 
0iape o> tlir ' tiirefe - \ ' 

SDo tome tfiat' ttjfcmcB after fS^I 
net tul)o fo liff a fole me tali 
ifo^t fi^w tjoto J, antt fapftj me 
SLIiat Deemed . Hgntfiannre be' 
^f 0poD anb |)arm to man? ixA^ 



ii)He iiti tU »5th 9f O^oln i^Q, in the Tid 
tar #f his Age. 



year ef his A^e. 
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O U da'nftot iih.;igihe the Joy I was ii 
_^ ' when r fa w the Pye 'wasr .come, Bcfid«i 
that a Patridge^'Pyfe is conlla&able in irfelf, itrfr 
catfd'ip my JVtiiid ,the' Idc^'bf my Lord Mom- 
faguL bf you/ and df all the/good Company tf 
iiiiiMon; ZTiA made me imagine in a livelj 
Manner all the Beauties there^ which I have not 
feen^ and of which 1 am informed by all thofe 
who have been there. My Lord Gallw.iy who 
is a good Judge of every thing, told me ths 
the Cafcade qf Bougbton is the moft perfcft anl 
finifh'd one he ever fawj that there are greater 
Colfeaions of Water at VerfaltUs and Chanullj\ 
but that if he was to give a Model of thofc 
kinds of Works he would give that of the Caf- 
cade of Boitgbton in preference to all others. Mr. 
h Coq has made a defcription of it in a very lone 
Letter : And the Marquis of A4mtanire calks* d 

li almolt after the fame manner thai they da 



Mott/kur. d« :. St, Bvifemond. 

If my Lord fent me the Pye of his own pro- 
per Motion, he makes me one of the moft pre- 
fumptuous Men in the World; eren tho' you had 
put him in mind of it, yet I fhould ftill have « 
very great Obligation to his Lordfliip, and 
fliould not be difpleafed to lye under many more 
of that kind to him. I am afraid there may be 
a fort of Ingratitude in making fuch nice Dif- 
rinftions. Whatever Vanity there may ba in k, 
lam willing to believe, that my tord thought 
^f .ide firft ktmfelf, and that you put him ia 
mind from time to time of his Defign: 

After I had written my Letter,Monfieur la Pierre 
arriv'd, who gave me eleven Peaches, whicb are 

9u/ortb eleven Cities, 60 fpeak like the Spaniards^ 

^vhen they would highly commend the Prefents 
•hey receive. The Pains which I feel this Mi- 
jiute, bring ray Diftemper to my Mind. I wifli 
■you had cur*d me with the Diet of -Boughton, the 
Tatridges, Trufles, &c. If you were here, your 
Looks alone would do. There is no Diitempef 
tbatcan hold it againft the C(irfufcula, Effluvia, 
Emanationesy Simulacra Sanitatisy which flow from 

your Eyes. I wi(h with great Impatience to 
j:ieceive the EfFe&s of them.! 
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rare will allow. As for you, Dodor, wl 
ought to take care of my old M a(s, and enlivi 
it again by your falutary Looks j how con 
it that vou liare been fo long without feeii 
me. If you girc over your Affiduity, I wi 
take Inck thofe CorfufeUt, tbofe Atoms of, Heali 
which I gave you. 



BILLET 

T O 

Madam * * *. 



MONSIEUR RouvitT* has obtiiMd 
your good Graces for two Jonquils: cat 
of my Age ought to make a more coift 
derable Prefent; wherefore I fend you li^ 
I fhould not be in Pain about Fnvoun,' 
I knew how co nuke ^dfij^ ufe 
fend me word 
Dinner- 1 I'lgnqj 
Dutchefs of jV/«| 
good Friends, as.JE 
The Km o !iT 
TCMANCC : and-i] 
to Dm^Seimt- 
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LETTER 

TO 

QcmA MAGALOTTI, 

Counfellor of State to his 
Rtyal Highnejs the Great 
Duh of TUSCANY. 



HO W happy are you, Sir I I have had the 
Honour to know you above thefe thirty 
Years: your Years have acquired you a great 
ftock of Knowledge ; have gain'd you a great 
dpal of Experience a great deal of Efteem, with- 
^out leffening the Vigour either of your Mind or 
>dy ; Mins, which are indeed more numerous, 
wenotbeenfofavourabletome. Theyhave left 
^of (he Vivacity which I had, nor the beft 
f.itucion in the World which I was bleft 
^ypr the reft. Sir, I am extreamly obliged 
^~ tf riling' to me in baliMH. If you had 
ini to write to me in Frntcb^ you 
: nicio the Blulhj to fee a Stranger 
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underflnnd the Bcsuty and Delicacy of our La 
gua^e, a grtiit dca! better than I. *Tis true, i 
the Kacions in Europe wnult! have had the fan 
Keafon to blufli ; for there ii> none of them who 
Language you do not Ipeak more eiegam 
than their grcaceft ^'m <.nn do » 

I muft have done yi;u much Injury in the Op 
nion whicli the Marquis Rivuceini *, had of yo; 
■Difcemment : the Reputation which you we, 
plcafed to give me with him, has ceitJinly fpoil 
yours. This Court is ext-eamly fatisfied wi[ 
him, his Poilbn, his Bth tviour, and his Convc 
fation. i Wt^vc found all the Accompliihmen 
jniiim tha: can be dcfired. TheCavalierSiWd 
who, is in great 'Favour with every Body her 
makes him acquainted with all his Friends, wliic 
he will f^and in no need of, when he pleafes t 
appear himlcif : his Prefence makes it unnecefij 
Ty for any one to do him good Offices. 

Before I make an end^ I beCcech you. Sir, t 
acquaint his Royal Hrghnefs with my 1-Iunibl 
Acknowlcdguicnts, which I ihall retain to th 
laft Moment of my Life, for all the Favo..; 
he has conferred upon mc. I owe to the Libera 
lities of his good i^/ore«« Wine, my latter Yean 
which I havcfpeiK wiih tolerable Eafinefs. Al 
ter you have acquitted me of this firft Duti 
which is to mc the moft precious in the Worli 
vou will have the Goodnefs to affute the Con 
mandcr Dd hau of the £fteem which I fha 
have for Uis Mjrit-rit toy f'lfe I will ^ive yc 
no new Aflb^g|^fil' th^yScntiments whit 
you infpiied ' 
I had the H< 
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I fhall end with giving ^ou an Account of 
the State J have been in this long time : Thefe 
fix Verfes which 1 wrote fame time ago^ will ex- 
plain it to you : 

Far from France mjlAfetUai^ 
T 01 from t'lmty^ far from fteeJ^ 
With my vulgar Fate contenft 
And the litth Heavm bath lent, 

VeTtHCf if not f«wr, I ehi^e j 
TUafure^ if not wild ami looft} 
Lift I love, hat do net fly 
At Death's affroacb^ ner fear to Jie^ 

As ill as I am this Day, yet I ought to wifli 
rather than fear it ; but if 1 pafs an Hour with- 
out Pain. I reckon my felf happy. You know 
that a SufpenHon of Pain, is the Felicity of thofe 
who fuffer. I find that mine is fufpended when 
I am fo Happy as to entertain you. 
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